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jL  he  period  of  time  under  review  in  this  volume, 
^  IS  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  the  political  histo- 
ry of  the  world.  The  transactions  of  that  epoch 
owe  their  importance,  not  so  much  to  their  indivi- 
dual magnitude  or  splendour,  as  to  their  prospective 
character,  and  inevitable  consequences.  The  minds 
;  of  men  were  every  where  excited  i6  investigate 
their  civil  and  political  condition ;  ancient  abuses  be- 
gan to  lose  that  sanction  which  a  blind,  hereditary 
reverence  had  long  given  them  ;  and  the  intelligent 
citizens  of  every  nation  became  convinced  that  they 
possessed  certain  indefeisible  rights,  of  which  they 
had  been  forcibly  deprived  in  ages  of  ignorance 
and  barbarism,  and  which  were  now  withheld  by  a 
claim  of  prescription,  founded .  on  that  very  usurpa- 
tion. The  struggle  that  ensued  from  this  revival, 
produced  the  American  revolution  first,  and  after- 
I  wards  that  of  France.  These  great  events  were 
signalized  by  actions  and  results,  as  different  as  were 


the  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  in  which  thejr 
occurred.  But  the  spirit  of  the  age  still  advances  ; 
it  visits  every  region  where  commerce,  intelligence, 
and  enterprize  can  penetrate,  and  will  be  sooner  or  . 
later  unirersallj  triumphant.  The  unholy  purposes 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  may  effect  some  partial  and 
momentary  checks,  but  the  re-action  will  be  propor- 
tionate. Even  the  unfortunate  Italians,  overwhelm- 
ed for  a  time,  and  forced  to  renounce  their  scheme 
of  reformation,  while  they  look  at  Spain,  Portugal^ 
and  Greece,  may  exclaim  with  their  countryman 
Galileo,  rising  from  his  recantation,  Pero  si  muove  ! 
It  moves  wolwithstanding !  Even  amoi^  nations  that 
are  farthest  in  the  rear  in  this  course  of  ameliora- 
tion, there  are  some  individuals  who  believe  that 
govenunenta  are  made  for  the  people,  aud  not  the 
I  people  for  governments.  The  great  princ  pie  which 
I  originates  and  secures  all  liberty  and  social  improve- 
'  ment,  th$  pcincipk  of  representation,  is  now  the 
wish  of  every  country,  andit  will  be  finally  obtained, 
unleffl  all  example  of  its  advantages  be  effaced  from 
the  earth. 

The  spirit  which  predominates  in  particular  eras 
amu^  civilized  nations,  will  often  be  promoted,  at 
the  same  moment,  by  incidents  that  have  no  striking 
limilarity,  and  which  are  entirely  disconnected  with 
each  other.  Thus,  about  the  same  time  that  Otis  ar^ 
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gued  the  cause  of  the  Writs  of  Assistances  wnd  wrote 
his  Vindication  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
Rousseau  published  his  Social  Contract.  The  novel- 
ties, the  mixture  of  truth  and  extravagance,  and  the 
glowing  eloquence  with  which  these  were  conveyed 
m  that  celebrated  performance,  made  it  generally 
I'ead  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  tended  in  a  very 
remarkable  degree  to  excite  the  disposition  on  that 
continent  to  examine  and  reform  political  institutions, 
by  which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  generation,  some  of 
them  were  riven  to  their  foundations.  The  animated 
ai^uments  of  Otis,  awakened  at  the  same  moment,  a 
dose  and  attentive  watchfulness  in  America  of  every 
movement  of  government;  and  united  the  idea  of 
taxation  and  representation,  inseparably,  in  the  mind 
of  every  citizen; 

It  so  happened,  from  the  plan  of  the  British  mih- 
istry  in  their  experiment  of  taxing  the  colonies,  that 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  England  wjais  strongly 
directed  to  the  discussions  in  this  country.  The 
question  was  to  be  first  settled  here,  and  the  friends 
of  liberty,  or  the  followers  of  arbitrary  principles, 
equally  watched  this  scene  of  action.  Their  sym- 
pathy was  actively  shewn  by  the  clamors  that  were 
made,  with  partial  success,  for  relief  from  the  accu- 
mulated abuses  that  crushed  the  people  of  Ireland ; 
^nd  a  similar  feding  originated  the  questions  of  par- 
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liameDtaiy  reform,  which  so  man^  emiDent  men  hfcre 
ffem  that  timd  to  the  present,  successively  attempted 
land  relinquished  in  England.  This  long  and  momeD- 
}tou9  stru^le  began  in  Maseacbusetts,  and  her  capital 
/fwitnessed  most  of  the  leading  measures,  till  it  termi- 
nated in  actual  war.  There,  the  innovations  project- 
ed-by  the  ministry,  inflicted  the  greatest  injury; 
there,  the  most  active  and  able  of  their  partisans 
were  stationed,  and  the  main  body  of  their  forces 
was  concentrated  ;  there  in  fine,  from  various  circum- 
stances, the  ministry  and 'the  sovereign  resolved  "  to 
try  the  question." 

It  was,  therefore,  in  the  British  North  American 
colonies,  and  especially  in  Maseacbusette,  that  the 
statesmen  and  the  politicians  of  England,  were  occu- 
pied, in  the  attack  and  defence  of  the  opposite  max- 
ims of  government,  which  they  had  adopted. 

From  1763  to  1775,  Massachusetts  was  the  scene 
where  all  the  dearest  interests  of  the  colonists  were 
most  powerfully  assailed,  and  to  which  the  [uiblic 
characters  of  America  and  England  looked  with  deep 
solicitude.  It  was  the  system  attempted  to  be  en- 
forced here,  which  was  to  destroy  or  to  establish 
principles  of  the  widest  bearing,  and  the  most  lasting 
importance. 

The  question  concerning  the  rights  of  the  colonies^ 
directly  affected  the  inter^ts  of  the  whole  empire- 
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It  was  the  defence  of  these  rights  that  ei^aged  the 
purest  and  highest  minds  in  the  mother  country^'in 
a  long  series  of  efforts.  It  was  in  this  cause,  that  in 
either  branch  of  the  British  senate,  the  finest  models 
of  eloquence  were  produced  which  modem  times 
can  boast ;  and  it  was  in  the  support  of  these  rights, 
that  the  greatest  statesman  of  his  time,  with  the 
truest  foresight,  wisdom,  and  magnanimity  exclaim^' 
ed,  "  /  thank  God  that  America  has  resisted  P^ 

it  is  difiicult  to  repress  enthusiasm  in  considering 
the  conduct  of  the  men,  v/h&  opposed  the  arbitrary 
designs  of  the  British  ministry,  and  who  in  a  great 
crisis  of  human  affairs,  had  the  sagacity  and  firmness 
to  discover  and  maintain  the  right  course.  Our  ad- 
mira(jqn  is  the  greater,  because  their  conduct  origi- 
nated, not  so  much  from  the  feeling  of  actual  oppres- 
sion, as  from  a  true  foresight  of  the  intolerable  evils, 
that  would  be   the  future  consequences  of  prece- 
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dents  which  were  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  they 
were  insidiously  and  plausibly  introduced.  Their 
resistance  too,  was  made  from  the  highest  convic- 
tions of  duty,  and  as  the  evevt  proved,  with  an  ex- 
aggerated, yet  not  unhatural  apprehension,  of  all  the 
dangers  that  might  have  occurred  from  the  contest. 
Nor  should  this  admiration  be  confined  to  Ameri- 
cans, but  may  be  justly  felt  by  liberal  men  of  every 
country,  since  it  was  the  oajj^  of  all  mankind.   Even 
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high-minded  Englishmen  maj  regard  the  termina- 
turn  with  comptacencj ;  while  the  regret  they  must 
feelf  will  not  be,  that  their  government  was  foiled 
in  the  attempt,  but  that  it  was  ever  uodertaken. 
Unquestionably,  the  greatest  atateBmen,  and  a  very 
choice,  though  cot  numerous  part  of  the  nation,  felt 
it  to  be  a  civil  war,  in  which  thej  took  side  with 
the  party  oppressed.  The  results,  contrary  indeed 
to  expectation,  have  been  so  advantageous  to  Eng- 
land, that  none  hut  the  most  slavish  bigot  to  arbi- 
trary government,  can  do  otherwise  than  rejoice  at 
them. 

It  never  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  braver,  more  humane, 
or  more  virtuous  people  to  contend  in  a  cause,  that 
would  ultimately  effect  the  condition  of  every  coun- 
try. Their  leaders  were  fitted  for  the  station  that 
was  assigned  to  them,  and  when  in  after  times,  their 
inextinguishable  principles  and  unfadii^  example, 
shall  make  their  destined  way  throughout  the  world, 
they  will  be  revered  by  &ture  ages  among  the 
general  benefactors  of  mankind. 

Even  now,  though  ufaced  too  near  their  colossal 
merit  to  discern  all  its  excellent  proportions,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  their  value,  by  considering 
the  mserable  scenes  of  rapine,  cruelty,  fickleness, 
and  apostacy,  that  have  been  exhibited  by  the  vari- 
ous actors  m  revolutions  befpre  the  eyes  of  the  pre- 
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sent  geBeratioQ.  The  reyolutioimry  patriolA  ci 
America  were  courageous,  moderate,  (Jain,  and  io-' 
corntptible,  and  imbued  with  a  deep  sense  of  reli- 
gion, which  guided  and  guaranteed  all  their  conduct. 
They  were>  in  fact,  "  the  men  of  Plutarch,"  formed 
^^in  a  school  of  primitive  simplicity  and  unyielding 
I  princijje,  which  made  them  the  ornaments  of  their 
own  age,  and  will  secure  to  them  the  admiration  of 
posterity. 

To  those  persons  who  have  not  fully  examined  the 
events  and  the  characters  that  prepared  the  Ameri- 
can revolution,  this  anticipation  may  seem  too  con- 
fident, perhaps  extravagant  But  if  they  will  trace 
back  the  currents  of  public  opinion  on  all  subjects  of 
political  reform  and  amelioration,  they  will  find  how 
many  of  them  began  their  course  on  this  continent, 
^  between  the  years  1760  and  1776 ;  though  their 
^  primary  fountains  must  at  last  be  sought  in  the  re- 
formation, the  commonwealth  of  England,  and  the 
English  revolution*  It  will  be  found  what  vast  con- 
sequences have  followed  the  exertions  of  American 
patriotism,  what  excitement  j^as  been  caused  by  its 
example,  and  how  much  human  happiness  has  been 
increased  by  its  labours.  When  the  consideration 
of  these  high  services  shall  be  divested  of  all  the 
envy  and  the  familiarity  of  contemporaneous  obser- 
vation, it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  in  what  scale 
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tbe^will  be  placed,  compared  with  tbe  great  ao 
tioOB  of  history.  It  is  a  quaint  and  trite  remark,  that 
DO  man  is  a  hero  to  his  own  aerrant,  and  on  the  iame 
fnJDcipIc,  the  number  of  servile  or  of  feeble  minds, 
that  fill  up  the  -ranks  of  society,  can  never  overlook 
tbe  petty  infirmities  which  come  within  their  scope  of 
intellect ;  and  are  quite  incapable  of  estimating  tbe 
character  of  eminent  men,  whose  memory  will  be 
preserved,  when  the  surrounding  crowds  shall  have 
passed  into  the  same  oblivion  that  has  covered  the 
innumerable  millions  of  their  predecessors. 

While  the  plain  principles  of  justice  were  con- 
tended for  on  this  side  the  water,  in  the  most  dis- 
tinct and  open  manner,  and  with  a  steadiness  and 
inflexibility  suited  to  the  occasion,  tbe  conduct  of  the 
ministry  was  encroachii^,  disingenuous  and  obscure, 
arn^ant  at  one  moment,  and  hesitating  at  another. 
Most  of  the  illustrious  names  in  modem  Bnglish  his- 
tory were  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  opposition. 

The  ministry  were,  through  the  whole  period, 
destitute  of  ai^  elevated  or  extensive  views,  though 
they  held  the  reins  qf  power  at  a  moment,  when 
these  qualities  were  peculiarly  desirable.  They 
seem  throughout  to  have  been  composed  of  intri- 
guing courtiers,  or  mere  business  men,  without  genius 
or  energy  enough  to  carry  into  eSect,  even  their  own 
narrow  and  tyrannical  system.     This  judgment  has 
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been  too  often  passed  upon  them  to  be  now  rerers- 
ed.  The  instances  of  it  are  familiar  to  every  reader, 
but  the  fdlowing  description,  while  it  is  less  known, 
is  not  inferior  in  force  and  truth  to  most  othera. 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  in  a  speech  in  parliament  in 
1780,  thus  described  the  administration  that  pro- 
duced and  prosecuted  the  American  war. 

^  As  statesmen,  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  their 
characters  ;  for  no  one  minister  has  appeared  to  be 
the  author  of  any  particular  measure.  All  that  has 
been  done,  has  had  the  apparent  approbation  of  the 
whole  administration,  and  there  are  persons  who  go 
so  far  as  to  assert,  that  the  real  authors  of  all  the 
proceedings  against  America  are  still  behind  the 
curtain.  Of  the  whole  administration,  however, 
taken  together,  the  principal  characteristics  are 
want  of  system  and  irresolution.  The  latter,  in- 
deed, k  but  a  consequence  of  the  former.  Having 
little,  confined  views,  they  seem  never  from  the  first 
to  hare  formed  any  comprehensive  plan^  and  this 
original  defect  has  proportionally  increased  with  ill 
success ;  perplexed  and  confounded  with  the  mazes 
and  dangers  into  which  they  have  run,  like  child- 
ren, they  rather  turn  away  from  what  affrights 
them,  than  endeavour  to  prevent  it.-  They  ward 
off  the  present  evil  that  presses  on  them,  but  leave 
the  morrow  to  provide  for  itself ;  and  may  be  truly 


said,  accordii^  to  the  latin  phrase,  in  diem  vivere. 
Their  plan  of  operations,  (for  eystems,  they  have 
none,)  changes  with  ererj  new  occurrence.  With 
every  rarioua  accident,  every  various  passion  takes 
its  turns  to  rule  them.  Regiirding  only  the  Immedi- 
ate object  before  them,  they  magnify  its  importance, 
and  are  now  confident  of  success,  now  plunged  into 
despair.  The  idol  tbey  erected  yesterday,  is  cast 
down  to  day,  and  perhaps,  will  be  enshrined  again 
to>morrow.  In  prosperity,  they  are  proud,  contemp- 
tuous, and  overbearing ;  in  adversity,  supple,  mean 
and  abject  At  the  commencement  of  the  stru^e 
with  America,  they  treated  the  refractory  colonists 
as  a  despicable  gang  of  ruffians;  but  the  moment  a 
league  was  formed  with  France,  they  prostrated 
themselves  at  the  feet  of  those  nbeh  they  had 
spumed,  and  offered  them  much  more  than  had 
ever  been  demanded.  But  the  panic  was  soon  dis- 
sipated by  a  gleam  of  success;  ministers  resumed 
confidence,  and  one  of  them  was  imprudent  enough 
to  hint  even  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  uncondi- 
tional submission  was  alone  to  be  listened  to— quid 
libet  impotens  sperare,  Jhrtunaque  dulci  ebrius.  Nay, 
but  last  winter,  flushed  with  the  successes  of  lord 
Cornwallis,  they  were  in  imagination  masters  of  all 
the  southern  provinces,  and  masters  so  absolute,  that 
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they  thought  it  time  to  send  out  s^In  lord  Dun- 
sore,  to  chastise,  not  to  govern,  Virginia." 

No  stodj  can  be  more  useful  to  the  ingenuous 
youth  of  the  United  States,  than  that  of  their  own 
history,  nor  anj  examples  more  interesting  or  more 
safe  for  their  contemplation,  than  those  of  the  great 
founders  of  the  republic.  Yet  it  may  be  feared 
that  this  department  is  too  much  neglected  by  them, 
sr  only  superficially  examined.  There  are  certain  sen* 
timents  indeed,  that  are  learned  by  rote,  while  a  few 
prominent  names  and  facts  are  known  and  repeated 
txclusrrely.  When  a  well  known  foreign  journal''^ 
in  all  the  triumph  of  insolent  ignorance,  asked, 
*•  Who  Patrick  Henry  was  T^  we  only  smiled  at  its 
impertinence.  But  are  we  entirely  exempt  from 
the  reproach  of  neglecting  our  own  annals,  for  less 
valuable  history  ff 

*  Quarterly  Review. 

fit  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  no  man  can  thoroughly  understand  the  ori- 
pn  of  the  American  Revolution,  without  a  critical  perusal  of  the  Manachu" 
tttU  State  Papertj  that  no  statesman  should  be  without  them,  no  lawyer  who 
pretends  to  rise  above  the  lowest  classes  of  the  profession,  should  be  destitute 
9i  a  copy,  yet  the  volume  that  was  published  two  years  since,  cost  only  a 
dollar,  and  almost  the  entire  edition  remains  on  the  printer's  hands.  Nearly 
the  same  result  followed  the  republication  of  the  celebrated  essays  of  JVbraTi- 
ghu  and  MastathwtttentU^  they  were  written  during  that  interesting  period, 
Which,  immediately  preceded  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  which  contain  the 
arguments  on  each  side,  stated  with  great  learning  and  consummate  ability, 
Ibrming  a  masterly  commentary  on  the  whole  history  of  American  taxation 
tod  the  rise  of  the  revolution. 
C 


The  reader  will  be  disappointed,  if  he  expecti 
to  find  in  this  rolume,  more  than  men  fragments 
of  the  life  of  James  Otis.  After  a  diligent  and  wide- 
ly extended  search,  but  little  comparativelj  has 
been  recovered  of  his  private  life,  or  of  his  public 
serrices ;  jet  before  the  year  1770,  no  American, 
Dr.  Franklin  only  excepted,  was  so  much  known,  and 
so  often  named  in  the  other  colonies,  and  in  Ei^and. 
His  papers  have  all  perished,  none  of  bis  speeches 
were  recorded,  and  he  himself  having  been  cut  off 
before  the  revolution  actually  commenced,  his  name 
is  connected  with  none  of  the  public  documents  that 
are  familiar  to  the  nation.  It  is  owing  to  this  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  that  the  most  learned,  the 
most  eloquent,  the  most  ardent,  the  most  influ- 
ential man  of  his  time,  is  now  so  little  known,  that 
to  many  persons  the  following  language  of  President 
r  Adams,  seemed  exaggerated.  "I  have  been  young, 
and  now  am  old,  and  I  solemnly  say,  I  have  never 
known  a  man  whose  love  of  his  country  was  more 
ardent  or  sincere ;  never  one  who  suffered  so  much  ; 
never  one,  whose  services  for  any  ten  years  of  his 
life,  were  so  important  and  essential  to  the  cause  of 
his  country,  as  those  of  Mr.  Otis,  from  1760  to. 
1770."*     Language  equally  strong  was  used  by  the 

•  IdltBti  lo  tlia  l*M  W.  Tudor,  Ek[, 
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late  Chief  Justice  Dana,  when  speakiiig  of  him, 
in  one  of  his  charges  to  a  grand  jury ;  and  similar 
opinions  were  held  by  all  those  who  acted  with  him, 
and  were  witnesses  to  his  talents  and  influence. 

His  manuscripts  being  all  lost,  a  more  copious  use  \ 
has  been  consequently  made  of  some  of  his  printed 
works  and  official  reports,  in  order  to  gire  a  distinct 
idea  of  his  manner,  as  well  as  his  ability  and  services. 
A  more  accurate  impression  will  be  thus  obtained, 
than  could  be  received  of  most  men  from  their 
printed  works,  because  few  persons  were  more 
frank  and  fearless  in  giving  their  opinions  to  the 
public ;  and  they  were,  besides,  thrown  off  so  rapid- 
ly, and  published  with  so  little  revision  or  correction, 
that  they  exhibit  a  very  lively  picture  of  his  mind. 
In  seeking  for  materials,  the  search  has  been  like 
attempting  to  recover  the  parts  of  a  mutilated  an- 
tique statue ;  here  and  there  a  fragment  might  be 
found,  a  hand  in  one  place,  a  foot  in  another,  and 
/  though  we  might  confidently  exclaim.  Ex  pede  Her'- 
cukm  !  still  the  symmetry  of  an  entire  restoration 
is  hopeless. 

Some  sketches  are  given  of  his  colleagues,  but 
many  who  are  worthy  of  commemoration  are  omit- 
ted, because  the  volume  had  grown  beyond  the 
original  design.     Many  characteristic  and  interesting 


{ 
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anecdotes  of  the  same  period,  remain  tohe  collected. 
Many  curious  illttstratioiu  of  individual  character  aod 
of  hbtoricfd  cventB  abound  in  (hat  era;  inirhich,  like 
all  others  of  high  cxciteiMat,  the  l^hls  and  ehraJows 
are  stroi^y  cast,  wad  the  actions  of  men  stand  far- 
ward  in  bold  relief. 
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htrodvctory    Remaria—Ongin  of  the    Oti>  Family — Birth   aad 
Education  of  Jamta  Otit. 

X  HE  memorable  contest    between    Great    Bi'itaiD 

and  her  colonies  in  America,  which  in  its  progress  in- 
volved the  chief  maiittme  powei-s  of  Euro|je,  and 
terminated  in  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
was  gradually  prepared  by  events,  and  by  the  situa> 
tion  and  character  of  the  parties.  Circumstances 
had  slowly  developed,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  dis- 
cordant mterests  pf  the  parent  country,  and  the  colo- 
nies, and  convinced  thinking  men  in  both,  that  some 
change  must  eoaue.  Whether  there  were  many 
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remedies  to  be  tried,  can  dow  be  onljr  matter  of 
speculatioD,  but  the  course  adopted  b^  the  British 
statesmen,  left  their  opponents  the'choice  of  only 
this  alternative, — entire  separation  or  poUtical  servi- 
tude. Tne  crisis  had  been  too  long  foreseen  to  de- 
ter by  its  magnitude,  and  too  well  understood  to 
permit  hesitation.  Respectful,  and  even  imploring 
petitions,  were  followed  by  angry  discussions  and 
stern  protests :  to  these  succeeded  the  scenes  of 
actual  warfare.  The  whole  action  advanced  with  a 
slowness  of  movement,  and  progressive  increase  of 
interest,  that  were  suited  to  the  grandeur  of  a 
drama,  whose  spectators  were  all  the  nations  of  £u~ 
rope,  and  the  consequences  of  which  were  to  have 
a  wider  bearing  on  tlie  welfare  of  mankind,  than 
any  event  in  modern,  or  perhaps  in  ancient  times. 

For  a  war  of  this  nature  every  species  of  exertion 
was  required.  The  most  profound  and  earnest  dis- 
cussion of  all  the  principles  of  government,  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  naturally  preced- 
ed and  for  a  time  accompanied,  the  struggle  in  the 
field.  Talents  of  all  kinds  were  put  in  requisition,  and 
as  the  edbrt  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  was  not  made 
for  territory  or  plunder,  kit  for  principle,  the  know- 
ledge, the  zeal,  the  fn-mness  of  the  citizens  in  their 
civil  capacity,  were  no  less  necessary  to  their  suc- 
cess, than  bravery  and  skill  in  arms.  The  features 
of  civil  and  foreign  warfare  were  blended.  It  was 
a  civil  war,  as  it  was  carried  on  against  subjects  who 
renounced  their  allegiance ; — it  was  foreign  in  some 
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of  its  aspects,  because  it  was  waged  by  the  mother 
country^  amongst  distant  settlements,  to  whose  in- 
habitants the  •Invading  troops  appeared  like  foreign 
mercenaries,  who  came  to  spoil  them  without  re- 
morse. 

In  the  ordinary  disputes  of  party,  or  the  quarrels 
between  nations,  it  little  affects  reputation,  on  which 
side  men  may  happen  to  be.  The  objects  in  dis- 
pute are  then  narrow  and  transient;  the  party 
which  is  in  the  shade,  at  one  moment,  may  bask  in 
the  sunshine  at  the  next ;  the  fortress  or  province 
that  is  lost  in  one  war  may  be  regained  in  another ; 
while  the  statesmen  and  commanders  who  are  at 
the  head  of  operations  cause  no  peculiar  result  by 
their  efforts,  and  their  names  being  connected  with 
no  great  era  in  the  affairs  of  mankind,  merely  serve 
to  swell  the  common  annals  of  the  world,  without 
attracting  any  strong  interest  or  lasting  remem- 
brance. 

The  American  revolution  furnishes  an  impressive 
lesson,  to  shew  how  different  are  the  consequences, 
when  the  contest  is  one,  that  forms  an  epoch  in 
history,  by  its  permanent  influence  on  the  interests 
of  the  human  race.  The  choice  between  parties  at 
such  a  crisis  is  of  vast  moment ;  it  involves  home, 
fame  and  country — ^Oblivion  may  be  mercy  to  the 
vanquished ;  and  magnanimous  minds  will  grant  an 
amnesty  to  all  who  were  honest  though  misled; 
while  their  fortunate  rivals  are  borne  in  triumph 
through  the  nation  they  have  saved.  By  this 
o^iffhty  event,  one  party  became  the  citizens  of  the 
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freest  nation  upon  earth  :  while  the  uirfbrtunate  frag- 
ments of  the  other,  were  doomed  to  exile  from  the 
place  of  their  natiritj,  forming  a  sort  if  political  ex- 
travasatioQ,  and  were  rewarded  for  all  their  sacrifi- 

•ces  by  an  eleemosynary  pension,  or  by  a  grant  of 
lands  in  some  bleak,  region  of  colonial  subserviency. 
The  talents  of  the  individuals  may  have  been  equal ; 
yet  in  this  case^  the  names  on  one  side  arc  already 
forgotten,  while  those  on  the  other  are  daily  acquir- 
ing  renown,  by  the  wider  experience  of  the  advao- 
tages  they  obtained  for  their  country.  The  charac- 
ters of  the  great  leaders  In  the  American  revolution, 
are  gradually    emerging  from    the  jealous   level  of 

I    their  own  times.     As  this  sinks  away,  they  will  he- 

;  come  daily  more  conspicuous,  and  when  their  cott- 
tesiporary  age  shfill  be  enrolled  among  the  past; 

,  these  founders  of  a  nation  will  remain  the  lofty 
land-marks  of  hiiitorv,  sublime  as  the  mountains  of 
the  globe  appeared  in  alt  their  majestic  elevation, 
after  the  waters  of  the  deluge  had  subsided. 

The  philosophical'  observer  will  not  often  believe 
in  prodigies,  nor  imagine  that  the  powers  of  human 
intellect  greatly  vary  at  different  periods.  While 
the  envious  detract  from  all  merit,  he  will  render 
justice  to  great  services  without  being  impelled  by 
a  blind  admiration.  No  age  perhaps  has  been 
wholly  deficient  in  men,  who  were  capable  of  reach- 
ing the  highest  attainments,  or  performing  the  no< 
blest  actions,  yet  it  is  only  some  congenial  seasons 
that  call  these  faculties  into  exercise,  and  aBbrd  to 
superior  minds  the  opportunity  of  connecting  their 
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names  with  enduring  recollections.  It  is  eminent 
good  fortune  for  such  minds  to  exist  in  those  times, 
when  some  llbitmg  improvement  is  taking  place  in 
human  affairs ;  when  principles  are  to  be  established, 
that  will  spread  and  develope  themselves  through  ^ 
long  succession  of  ages.  The  American  revolution 
constitutes  one  of  the  epochs  from  which  will  bo 
dated  a  vast  amelioration  in  the  destiny  of  man : 
and  the  fame  of  many  illustrious  men  who  were  en- 
engaged  in  its  cause,  will  continually  increase  as  the 
operation  of  its  consequences  is  extended.  Their 
talents  and  virtues  were  exhibited  in  the  senate  or 
the  camp,  in  the  forum  or  the  field,  with  undaunted 
zeal  and  heroic  constancy.  One  of  the  most  emi- 
nent of  these  patriots  for  his  civil  services,  and  one 
of  the  earliest  and  boldest  asserters  of  the  great 
principles  which  led  to  our  national  existence,  was 
James  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  to  whose  life  and  cha- 
racter this  volume  is  devoted. 

The  family  of  Otis  has  produced  some  eminent 
persons,  and  its  several  branches  are  now  widely 
extended.  They  all  derived  their  origin  from  John 
Otis,  who  came  over  from  England  with  his  family, 
at  a  very  early  period  of  the  Colony,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  inhabitants  of  Hingham.  His  grandson 
John  Otis*  was  bom  A.  D.  1657  and  removed  when 
a  youi^  man  to  Barnstable,  where  his  talents  soon 
made  him  the  most  respectable  individual  in  the 


*  See  Appendix  6. 


6  LIFE  OF  JAHES  OTIS. 

county :  He  was  eighteen  years  at  the  head  of  -iti 
militia,  twenty  years  a  re|Tepentative,  and  for  iwen- 
ty  one  years  in  the  Council  of  the  Prbvince.  He  was 
also  for  thirteen  years  chief  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  and  also  Judge  of  Probate  ;  a  combination  of 
offices  sometimes  enjoyed  by  the  same  individual  in 
the  early  stages  of  our  settlements,  before  the  j.cj-u- 
lation  became  crowded,  and  when  the  functions  of 
office  did  not  require  incessant  labour.  The  guccess- 
fut  discharge  of  such  various  employmcuts'is  an  evi- 
dence of  hia  capacity  and  integrity,  which  joir.ed  to 
his  wit  and  affability  secured  him  great  uifluerice : 
he  died  November  30th,  1727.  Two  of  his  sons 
were  known  in  public  life,  John  and  James.  John 
Otis  was  a  representative  for  Barnstable ;  and  after- 
wards of  the  Council  till  his  death  in  1756.  James 
Otis,  born  in  1702,  was  a  man  of  great  distinction  and 
inlluence,  but  more  indebted  to  the  native  energy  cf 
his  mind,  ihan  to  a  regular  education,  for  the  acquii'e- 
ments  he  possessed.  He  became  eminent  at  the 
bar,  and  was  at  one  period  a  candidate  for  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  circumstance  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  notice  more  particularly  here- 
after. 

He  married  Mary  Allyne  in  Connecticut,  and  had 
thirteen  children,  Bve  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
several  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  second  son, 
Joseph,  remained  at  Barnstable,  where  his  children 
held  difierent  public  offices,  and  one  of  them  now 
inhabits    the    family    mansion    at    Great    Marshes, 


LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  7 

Samuel  Allyne  was  his  youngest  son.  Of  the  daugh- 
ters, Mercy,  the  eldest,  married  General  James 
Warren  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  married  Mn  John 
Gray,  the  other  daughters  died  unmarried. 

His  employment  in  public  stations  was  affected  in 
a  very  considerable  degree,  by  the  course  followed 
by  his  celebrated  son.  He  was  at  one  period  a  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Judge  of  Probate,  joining 
to  these  offices  that  of  Colonel  of  the  Militia,  as  hid 
father  had  done  before  him.  Colonel  Otis,  as  he 
was  generally  called,  was  several  times  negatived  as 
a  Councillor,  by  Governor  Bernard ;  but  being  con- 
stantly rechosen,  was  afterwards  approved  by 
Governor  Hutchinson,  and  sat  at  the  Council  Board 
during  the  first  years  of  the  war.  He  died  in  the 
month  of  November  1778. 

James  Otis,  the  eldest  son  of  Colonel  James  Otis^ 
of  Barnstable,  descerided  in  the  fifth  generation 
from  John  Otis,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country, 
was  bom  in  the  family  mansion  at  Great  Marshes, 
in  what  is  now  called  West  Barnstable,  the  5th  day 
of  February  1724-5.  His  father,  having  always 
regretted  his  own  want  of  a  classical  education,  was 
the  more  anxious  that  his  children  should  have  eve- 
ry opportunity  to  secure  all  its  advantages.  His  son 
therefore  was  prepared  for  college  under  the  care 
of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Russell,  the  clergyman  of 
the  parish,  and  entered  at  Cambridge  in  June,  1 739 
During  the  two  first  years  of  his  college  life,  his 
natural  ardour  and  vivacity  made  his  society  much 
courted  by  the  elder  students,  and   engaged  him 
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jnore  in  amusement  than  in  study;  but  he  changed 
His  course  in  the  junior  year,  and  though  yet  in  his 
I  boyhood,  began  thenceforward  to  gire  indications  of 
I  great  talent  and  power  of  application.  He  took  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  in  1743,  and  that  of  A.  M.  in  due 
course,  three  years  afterwai-ds.  The  only  record 
of  his  haring  any  pari  in  the  public  college  exer- 
cises, is  that  of  a  syllogistic  disputation  on  receiving 
his  first  degree. 

The  period  is  past  when  any  traits  of  his  youth  can 
be  known  from  personal  observation.  All  the  per- 
sons who  might  have  cherished  in  their  memory  such 
incidents  of  his  early  years,  as  at  that  period  often 
indicate  the  future  character  of  eminent  men,  have 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The  few  traditions  that 
can  now  be  gleaned  are  extremely  scanty.  At 
school,  and  at  college  excepting  his  first  two  years, 
he  was  serious  in  his  habits  and  steady  in  applica- 
tion. When  he  came  home  from  the  latter  during 
the  vacations,  he  was  so  devoted  to  his  books,  that 
be  was  seldom  seen,  and  the  near  neighbours  to  his 
father's  dwelling  would  sometimes  only  remark  his 
return,  after  he  had  been  at  home  a  fortn^ht. 
Though  enveloped  in  his  studies,  and  marked  with 
some  of  the  gravity  and  abstraction,  natural  to 
severe  application,  he  would  occasionally  discover 
the  wit  and  humour,  which  formed  afterwards  strik- 
ing ingredients  in  his  character.  A  small  party  of 
young  people  being  assembled  one  day  at  his  father's 
house,  when  he  was  at  home  during  a  college  vaca- 
tion, he  had  taken  a  slight  part  in  their  sports,  when 
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after  mach  persuasion,  they  induced  him  to  play  a 
country  dance  for  them  with  his  violin,  on  which  in- 
strument he  then  practised  a  little.  The  set  was 
made  up,  and  after  they  were  fairly  engaged,  he 
suddenly  stopped  and  holding  up  his  fiddle  and  bow, 
exclaimed  ^  So  Orpheus  fiddled,  and  so  danced  the 
brutes !"  and  then  tossing  aside  the  instrument,  rushv 
ed  into  the  garden,  followed  by  the  disappointed 
revellers,  who  were  obliged  to  convert  their  intend- 
ed dance,  into  a  frolicksome  chase  after  the  fugi- 
tive musician. 


His  Preparation  for  (he  Study  of  Law — Letter  on  that  Subject — 
Hit  Entrance  into  the  Profession — Literary  Pursuits — Two  Prt- 
vate  Lettert'^Hii  Marriage  and  Family^Professional  •Anecdotes. 

After   leaving    college    in    1743,   Otis   devoted\ 
eighteen  months  to  the  pursuit  of  various  branches  | 
of  literature,  previously  to  entering  on  the  study  of ' 
jurisprudence.     He  always  regretted  that  he  had 
not  given  a  longer  time  to  the  acquisition  of  general 
knowledge,  before  he  directed   his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  reading  law.     The  learning  he  acquired  in 
this  preparatory  study,  w^ afterwards  of  the  great- 
est use  to  him.     He  ii^^nted  on  his  pupils  as  a 
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maxinit  **  that  a  lawjer  ought  never  to  be  withont 
a  volume  of  natural  or  public  law,  or  moral  phtloso* 
phj,  00  his  table,  or  in  his  pockcfc"  His  own  ex- 
pressions in  the  following  letter,  will  place  this  sub' 
ject  in  a  strong  tight :  though  onl;^  a  sketch  of  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  course  he  recom* 
mends,  jet  they  are  ably  stated  and  come  from  him 
with  peculiar  weight  The  letter  was  addressed  to 
his  father,  on  the  subject  of  his  younger  brother* 
Samuel  Allyne  Otis  studying  law.  It  was  written 
in  1760,  and  may  be  inserted  here  appropriatetr, 
though  it  is  anticipating  the  regular  course  of  dates. 
In  conversing  with  his  brother  on  the  subject  of  this 
study  and  speaking  of  the  books  in  this  science  and 
its  modem  improvements,  he  told  him,  ^  that  Black- 
stone's  Commentaries  would  have  saved  him  seven 
years  labour  poring  over  and  delving  in  black  let- 
ter." 

"  It  is  with  sincerest  pleasure  I  find  my  brother 
Samuel  has  well  employed  his  time  during  his  resi- 
dence at  home,  I  am  sure  you  don*t  think  the  time 
long  he  is  spending  in  his  present  course  of  studies, 
since  it  b  past  all  doubt  they  are  not  only  omameo- 
tal  and  useful,  but  indispensably  necessary  prepara- 
torys  for  the  iigure  I  hope  one  day,  for  hia  and  your 
sake,  as  well  as  my  own,  to  see  him  make  in  the 

*  Samuel  ADyna  Otit  took  hit  degree  of  A.  B.  at  Harvard  ITniTenitj  hi 
1T59.  He  became  a  merchsni;  and  at  Ihe  firii  orgaaiialion  of  the 
Federal  Government,  he  sat  choten  Secretai;  of  Ihe  Senate  or  the 
Doited  Statea,  which  office  he  beld  through  all  Ihe  changea  of  paitiea  till  hi* 
death  ia  1B14.  The  Hon.  Hanisoa.  Cia;  Otis,  now  of  the  Senate  «(  the 
Dnitad  Suteh  H  hii  thjeii  Mn. 
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profession,  he  is  determined  to  pursue.  I  am  sure 
the  year  and  a  half  I  spent  in  the  same  way,  after 
leaving  the  acadc^oy,  was  as  well  spent  as  any  part 
of  my  life ;  and  I  shall  always  lament  that  I  did  not 
take  a  year  or  two  further  for  more  general  in- 
quiries in  the  arts  and  sciences,  before  I  sat  down  to 
the  laborious  study  of  the  laws  of  my  country.  My 
brother's  judgment  can't  at  present  be  supposed  to 
be  ripe  enough  for  so  severe  an  exercise,  as  the 
proper  reading  and  well  digesting  the  common  law. 
Very  sure  I  am,  if  he  should  stay  a  year  or  two  from 
the  time  of  his  degree,  before  he  begins  with  the 
law,  he  will  be  able  to  make  a  better  progress  in 
one  week,  th^  he  could  now,  without  a  miracle,  in 
six.  Early  and  short  clerkships  and  a  premature 
rushing  into  practice,  without  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  the  theory  of  law,  have  blasted  the  hopes 
of,  (and  ruined  the  expectations  formed  by  the  pa- 
rents of)  most  of  the  students  in  the  profession,  who 
have  fell  within  my  observation  for  these  ten  or  fif- 
teen years  past." 

**  I  hold  it  to  be  of  vast  importance  that  a  young 
man  should  be  able  to  make  some  eclat  at  his  open- 
ing, which  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  from  one  under 
twenty  five  :  missing  of  this  is  very  apt  to  discourage 
and  dispirit  him,  and  what  is  of  worse  consequence, 
may  prevent  the  application  of  clients  ever  after.  It 
has  been  observed  before  I  was  born,  if  a  man  don't 
obtain  a  character  in  any  profession  soon  after  his 
first  appearance,  he  hardly  will  ever  obtain  one. 
The  bulk  of  mankind,  I  need  not  inform  you,  who 
3 
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have  c(»ivereed  with,  studied  and  found  mai^  of 
them  out,  are  a  gaping  crew,  and  like  little  children 
and  all  other  gazkig  creatures,  wos't  look  long  upon 
one  object  which  glvee  them  pleasure ;  much  lesi 
will  they  seek  for  entertainment  where  they  have 
been  twice  or  thrioe  disappointed.  The  late  e<u- 
nent  Mr.  John  Reed,  who,  bj  some,  has  been  fier* 
bape  justlj  esteemed  the  greatest  common  lawj«r 
this  continent  ever  saw,  was,  you  know,  many  yeam 
a  clci^man,  and  had  attained  the  age  of  forty,  be* 
fore  he  began  the  practice,  if  not  before  he  began 
the  study,  of  the  law.  Sir  Peter  King,  formerly 
Lord  high  Chancellor  of  England,  kept  a  grocer's 
shop  till  he  was  tum'd  of  tliirty,  th^n  fell  into  an 
acquaintance  with  the  immortal  John  Locke,  wJio 
discovered  a  genius  in  him,  advised  him  to  books 
and  assisted  in  his  education ;  after  which  he  toA 
to  the  study  oi  the  common  law,  and  finally  attained 
to  the  highest  place,  to  which  his  royal  master 
could  advance  a  lawyer.  I  think  I  have  been  told 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Pemberton,  or  some  one  of 
the  Chief  Justices  of  Ei^land,  was  a  bankrupt,  and  in 
the  Fleet  prison  for  debt,  before  he  even  dreamed 
of  being  a  lawyer.  I  mention  these  instances,  not 
as  arguments  to  prove  it  would  be  most  eligible  to 
stay  till  thirty  or  forty,  befoi-e  a  man  begins  the 
study  of  a  profession  he  is  to  live  by ;  but  this  infe- 
rence I  think  very  fairly  follows,  that  thbse  gentle- 
men availed  themselves  much  of  the  ripeness  of 
their  judgments  when  they  began  this  study,  and 
made  much  swtfter  pn^ess  than  a  youi^  man  of 
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twenty  with  all  the  geuius  in  the  world  could  do ;  or 
the  J  would  have  been  approaching  superannuation, 
before  thej  could  be  equipped  with  a  sufficient 
degree  of  learning,  once  to  give  hope  for  the  suc^ 
cess  thej  found,  and  then  such  hope  would  vanish, 
unless  they  could  get  a  new  lease  of  life  and  under- 
standing*" 

^  I  have  formed  very  sanguine  hopes  from  Sam- 
nel^s  pursuing  the  plan  I  have  taken  a  little  pains  to 
project  for  him;  and  flatter  myself,  that  though  I 
am  not  wholly  disinterested  in  this  matter,  yet  I 
come  as  near  being  so,  as  can  be  expected  from  man. 
— The  great  point  in  view  with  regard  to  myself, 
for  this  you  have  taught  me  by  your  excellent  ex- 
ample to  consider  my  children,  is  in  short  this :  I 
have  one  son  who  may  live  to  be  to  Samuel,  what 
Samuel  is  in  one  respect  at  least  to  me,  and  his 
uncle^s  wishes  may  be  of  more  importance  to  him, 
than  those  of  an  elder  brother  can  be  to  his  uncle. 
And  as  in  the  common  course  of  things  I  have  not 
BO  great  a  probability  of  seeing  this  son  so  far,  or  so 
well  advanced  in  life,  as  I  hope  you  will  see  all 
yours,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  secure  him  so  far  as  is 
in  my  power,  such  a  friend  and  instructor  as  may,  as 
much  as  is  possible,  supply  the  place  of  a  father ;  and 
I  know  no  better  way  of  eflfecting  this,  than  by  spar- 
ing no  pains  in  seeking  the  intellectual  welfare  of  the 
uncle,  who,  had  the  ability  and  integrity  of  my  in- 
structor^ been  equal  to  the  paternal  care  and  libe- 
rality of  the  best  of  fathers,  would  have  found  a 
better  assistant  through  the  pleasant  though  long 
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journies  of  science,  (han  I  ever  can  expect  to  fumisb 
him  with,  in  yielding  him  my  well  meant,  however 
weak  endeavours." 

1  In  1745  he  began  the  study  of  the  law  in  the 
office  of  Mr.  Gridley,*  at  that   time  the    most  emi- 

I  nent  lawyer  in  the  Province.  After  completing  his 
studies  under  him,  ho  went  to  Plymouth,  was  first 
admitted  to  the  har  of  that  county,  and  entered 
there  upon  the  practice.  But  the  narrow  range  of 
country  business  could  not  long  detain  a  character 
like  his,  from  appearing  on  a  scene  more  suited  to 
his  powers.  After  two  years  residence  at  Ply- 
mouth, which  were  occupied  more  in  study  than  in 
practice,t  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  very  soon  rose 
to'the  first  rank  in  his  profession.     His  business  as 

*  Jerrmiah  Griril^y  WBi  onxorihe  priiici)ial  lawjreii  and  ciriliaDi  of  Uiii 
tlmi.  He  look  his  rtferce  fll  Harvntd  CnlUgo  in  172S.  He  en iM  to  BotloD 
■■  an  auiBlnnliii  Ihe  (irsmmar  School,  for  tome  lime  p  eached  occaiionsllf ; 
but  lurning  hit  Bitsnlion  10  tbi^  |.iw,  be  loon  roae  Lodistinclioa  in  the  pfofeii 
*ion.  He  lel  od  fool  a  ireekly  jou.nnl,  in  17.»,  cdlleH  Ihe  Rehtattal,  in 
which  he  wiole  on  varioua  litpraiy  ai  well  as  politicil  luhjects,   bi't  it  lasiad  . 

B.'ooklinr  in  the  Cenecal  Ciuct,  opposeil  ihe  meBBuies  of  Ihe  Ministry.  He 
wee  however  nppniiiipd  Attorney  Genet n I,  when  Mr.  Trowhridge  was  pro- 
moted to  the  bench,  onH  in  that  cHpaciiy  wb«  obliged  to  rlefentl  ihe  famoui 
<' Wriwof  AMi6mnce,"inwliich  he  wasoppoMd  anii  whollj  ronfuted  by  his 
pupil,  Otii.  He  Wit  a  Colonel  of  the  Militia,  and  Grand  Master  of  the  Frea 
Uaaon),  and  be1nD|ed  in  snme  other  cbarilable  assaci^tioiu.  H>-  died  in  Boi- 
Kin  September  71h,  iKI.—FJiiit. 

t  He  lired  in  Plymouth  in  1748  and  1749,  and  kept  hit  office  in  the  main 
ftreet ;  his  name  does  not  Rppear  on  the  ivconh  of  ihe  Town,  except  in  a  lax 
bill  in  1748,  where  he  is  rnled  at  "  lOL  personal  estate  aird  hcully,"  hut  it 
ia  fbundTteriurally  on  the  recoiils  of  the  Court,  lor  those  ino  teat*,'  at  beini 
"of  Plymouth."— In  Uotttm  he  occupied  s..cre(sivrly  three  different  ho  uses, 
one  In  School  street,  on  the  North  fide,  next  lo  the  cooniy  piopejij,  the  houM 
inCnurt  Street  whith  1-elongFio  the  BTSttl,  Stieel  Chu.eh,  and  the  ItOuEV 
ta  Ibe  aouth  lide  of  the  ivegtcin  enliance  to  Bowdoin  Square. 


LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  IS 

a  lawyer  became  very  extensive,  and  his  reputation 
was  firmly  established  for  learning,  eloquence  and 
the  most  high  minded  integrity.  He  was  soon 
generally  known  in  many  of  the  other  colonies,  and 
often  consulted  from  a  distance ;  at  one  time  he 
yielded  to  the  urgent  solicitations  that  were  made  to 
him  to  proceed  to  Halifax  in  the  middle  of  winter, 
to  plead  the  cause  of  three  men  accused  of  piracy, 
whom  he  defended  so  ably  as  to  procure  their  ac- 
quittal. On  this  occartion  he  received  a  fee,  which 
was  said  to  have  been  the  largest  that  had  ever 
been  given  to  any  advocate  in  the  Province.  This 
compensation  however,  would  have  been  an  inade- 
quate motive  for  accepting  such  a  commission, 
if  there  had  not  been  joined  to  it  the  flattering  com- 
pliment of  being  sought  from  afar,  and  the  ipcrease 
of  reputation  that  naturally  attended  on  such  a  dis- 
tinction. 

Through  all  his  professional  engagements,  he  still 
retained  his  taste  for  literature,  which  was  estab- 
lished* on  the  sure  foundation  of  accomplished 
scholarship.  To  aid  the  cultivation  of  classical 
learning,  he  supplied  a  deficiency  which  then  exist- 
ed, by  composinor  a  treatise  entitled  ^  The  Rudi- 
ments of  Latin  Prosodj/j  with  a  dissertation  on  Let- 
ters, and  the  principles  of  Harmony,  in  poetic  and 
prosaic  composition,  collected  frcm  the  best  wri- 
ters;" which  was  published  in  1760.*  This  work 
forms  a  very  complete  treatise  ;  and  if  it  were  used 
in  all  our  latin  schools  at  the   present  day,   the  stu- 


*  See  Appendix  C. 
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dents  might  hereafter  escape  the  reproaches  to 
which  thej  are  too  generally  obnoxious  from  their 
neglect  of  prosody.  He  also  composed  a  similar 
work  on  Greek  prosody,  which  remained  in  maniH 
script;  and  perished  with  alt  the  rest  of  his  papers. 
He  was  a  passionate  admirer  of  the  Greek  poets, 
particularly  of  Homer,  and  used  to  say,  it  was  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  read  poetry  in  any  language  without  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  its  prosody.  When  the 
wish  was  suggested  by  a  friend  to  whom  he  had 
lent  the  treatise,  that  it  should  be  printed ;  he  said 
"  there  were  no  Greek  types  in  the  country,  or  if 
there  were  that  no  printer  knew  how  to  set  them." 
His  o'her  writings  were  political  and  will  be  noticed 
hereafter  in  regular  order. 

His  literary  taste  was  formed  and  matured  by  the 
most  thorough  classical  study,  and  his  tenets  in  criti- 
cism were  those  of  the  old  school.  He  was  fond 
of  the  society  of  young  people,  to  whom  he  was  in- 
dulgent and  instructive.  At  a  certain  period  it  was 
the  fashion  to  a  degree  of  affectation,  for  many 
young  men,  to  be  talking  about  poetry  and  citii^ 
rerses,  but  altogether  from  the  English  poets  of  the 
day.  To  a  young  gentleman*  who  was  particulariy 
intimate  in  his  family,  he  remarked,  "  These  lads 
are  very  fond  of  talking  about  poetry,  and  repeat- 

■  Tlie  lata  Jbidci  FerkiDs,  Esq.  of  Btwion,  vho  was  inlimale  in  Mr.  OlU^ 
faniiljr.  Mr.  Perkins  Iisb  derpased  tinre  the  passage  in  the  text  irsE  wiilten. 
He  wai  one  ol  the  moit  eminent  meicbants  ia  tlie  (Jniled  Slalet^  aod  dl>- 
(iofuithed  nol  onljr  b;  upctghlness  and  inlelligence  in  hi>  ptofeBaion,  but  bjr 
•  tatle  for  liierature  and  attachment  to  its  inteieilB.  He  will  be  remembend 
for  Mveral  liberal  donBtiom  to  public  im^iitiont. 
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11^  passages  c^  it ;  the  poets  they  quote  I  know 
nothing  of,  but  do  you  take  care,  James,  that  you 
donH  give  into  this  folly.  If  you  want  to  read  poe- 
try, read  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Dryden  and  Pope, 
and  throw  all  the  rest  in  the  fire,  these  are  all  that 
are  worth  reading." 

The  following  letters  were  addressed  one  to  his 
brother,  and  the  other  to  his  father.  Though  they 
relate  only  to  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  private 
life,  they  are  inserted  here,  because  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  copies  of  letters  of  business  in  an 
imperfect  letter-book,  these  brief  and  familiar  epis- 
tles are  almost  the  only  vestiges  in  his  own  hand 
writii^,  of  his  most  extensive  correspondence. 

BOSTON,    OCTOBER   11th,   1752. 
"  DEAR  VROTHXR, 

**  I  HAVE  sent  you  what  you  wrote  for ;  the  but- 
tons are  more  fashionable  than  plain.  I  would  have 
sent  you  a  better  whip,  but  that  you  would  not  go 
to  the  price  for  one  of  the  best.  I  am  sorry  to  find 
by  your  letter  that  you  are  yet  so  weak.  I  am  no 
physician,  as  I  could  wish,  but  recommend  the  ad- 
vice of  Sir  William  Temple,  which  is,  care,  tempe- 
rance and  patience.  Whatever  you  do,  engage  in 
no  pursuit  of  business  till  you  find  yourself  strong; 
even  thinking  with  any  degree  of  intenseness  may  be 
prejudicial.  If  you  can,  bring  yourself  to  a  mode- 
rate degree  of  cheerfulness,  for  I  am  of  opinion  that 
bodily  infirmities  may  some  times  be  greatly  allayed, 
if  not  removed,  by  getting  the  mind  into  the  easy. 
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facetious  franae — but  above  all  things  abstain  from 
meat  of  any  kind,  and  from  any  thing  stronger  than 
beer.  I  know  as  well  as  the  best  of  the  doctors. 
I  hope  with  God's  blessing  to  see  you  ere  long  in  a 
better  situation  of  health  than  ever  you  was,  as  I 
doubt  not  you  will  be,  if  you  once  get  the  better  of 
your  present  Indisposition. 

I  am  your  affectionate  brother, 

J.  OTIS. 

JOSEPH    OTIS,  EWJ." 

BOSTON,  APRIL  3d,  1758. 

'lIONOnilBD  SIR, 

"  Since  mine  of  this  morning  I  have  been  sent  for 
by  the  Governor,  upon  the  receipt  of  yours  by  Mr. 
Collin,  anil  he  hcith  sent  the  enclosed  orders.  He 
thinks  it  m  strange  as  you  do,  that  they  don*t  know 
their  own  minds  at  York,  however  he  saith  you 
have  nothing  to  do  but  obey  orders,  and  whatever 
extraordinary  expences  accrue  you  shall  be  allowed, 
and  that  you  may  draw  on  him  for  money  as  you 
want  it.  By  his  order  I  send  Barker  with  this  which 
will  all  go  into  your  account  as  it  ought ;  I  received 
these  orders  at  sunset,  nnd  have  desired  Barker  to 
ride  all  night,  for  fear  of  any  delay-^ae  our  Court 


•  The  ityJs  of  tbia  addi«>i  i»  n  linil  of  Ibinwr  inanneii.     Our   pi<i 

itin  an- 

lercuiirac 

wiih  their  children,  dticouTsged  rAmllm,;!)' :  a  ti-vere  reFt.aInt  wui 

impoKd 

Bvewnco 

rftttwttbBD  Id  Ihat  of  endearing  affenmn.     To  have   appexK'd  uiirni 

<Ftiained 

iDlha  compiuj  of  a  parent,  o>  tn  have  used  thv  siyte  of  inndccu  liiitc 

i  in  wrl- 
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sits  to-morrow  and  my  affairs  here  are  situated,  I 

could  not  come  to  Plymouth — Since  my  last  have 

received  fifty   shillings  for  Lot  Case^s  gun  which 

brother  Joseph  knew  nothing  of,  not  having  the 

certificate,  so  remains  due  to  me  10  shillings  besides 

what   he   is  willing   to   allow   me  for  my  trouble, 

which  don't  care  much  about 

I  am  your  dutiful  son, 

JAMES  OTIS. 

« 

ROir.   JAMES  OTIS,   BARNSTABLE. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1755  he  married  Miss 
Ruth  Cunningham,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable 
merchant  The  lady  was  very  beautiful,  and  was 
possessed  of  a  dowry  which  in  those  times  was  con- 
sidered very  large.  They  had  three  children,  one 
son  and  two  daughters.  The  son  was  named  James, 
after  his  father ;  he  was  a  boy  of  very  bright  parts, 
and  some  eccentricity,  but  his  career  was  terminat- 
ed before  a  JQ?^  estimate  could  be  made  of  his  cha- 
racter. He  entered  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  as 
a  volunteer  midshipman,  and  died  after  being  a 
short  time  in  the  service,  before  he  was  eighteen. 
The  eldest  dau2;hter  Elizabeth,  married  Captain 
Brown,  an  officer*  in  the  English  army,  of  a  good 
family  in  Lincolnshire,  who,  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  coming  into  possession  of  a  handsome  pro- 


( 


•  Mr.  Brown  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  BuiiKer  Hill ;  ho  wns  then  a 
Lieutenant,  was  promoted,  and  afterwards  placed  in  command  of  one  of  (hi 
fhrtresBes  on  the  coast  of  £ngland. 
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perty,  resigned  hU  commission.  Mrs.  BrowD  left 
the  country  witli  her  husband  during  the  war,  and 
did  not  return  to  it  again  except  for  a  short  visit  in 
1792.  This  tadj  was  in  1821,  still  living  a  widow 
in  England.  The  youngest  daughter,  Mary,  married 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  eldest  son  of  General  Lincoln.* 
This  gentleman  was  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  and 
gave  promise  of  great  distirtction,  but  died  deeply 
regretted  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  eight.  Hit 
widow,  who  possessed  hne  talents  and  an  agreeaUe 
character,  died  suddenly  at  Cambridge  in  lt)06. 
They  had  two  sons,  Benjamin  a  physician,  and  James 
Otis  Lincoln,  a  lawyer,  who  like  their  father,  were 
cut  off  prematurely ;  the  elder  died  in  August  11113, 
and  the  younger  in  August  1818,  leaving  a  widow 
and  two  children. 

Few  characters  could  be  more  unlike  than  those 
of  Mr.  Otis  and  liis  wife,  yet  they  were  attachtid  to 
each  other.  Beautiful,  placid  and  formal,  she  was 
suited  to  the  calm  and  monotonous  routine  of  a 
quiet  existence,  while  his  ardent  mind,  impetuoui 
genius,  and  enei^tic  will,  qualified  him  to  direct  the 
leading  events  in  a  great  crisis  of  national  affairs. 
Her  feelings  too  were  not  in  sympathy  with  his,  on 
political  topics :  the  consequence  was  shewn  in  the 

*  General  Lincoln,  irho  cammanded  in  Carolina  ^id  capitulated  at 
Cliarleslan :  aflerwaidi  received  tlie  eword  or  Lord  Coinwallit  wben  hi> 
a,tmy  surrendered  at  Vork-Towo.  As  a  military  man,  he  was  one  of  tbg 
nuut  diitiogulalied  in  llie  lovolulioiiarj  aimj  ;  and  as  a  priTBIe  individual  he 
had  llial  union  of  liinpie  dignily  and  benevolent  courtesy,  wlxich  mark  iho 
genlleman :  as  a  ciiiicn  he  nas  one  of  ttie  most  estimabl.^  that  Mattschuielli 
ever  powessed.  An  account  of  liialife,  remarkalily  irelLwrillcn,  may  be  foooi^ 
in  tbc  3il  Vol.  2d  lecirg,  of  the  Mass.  [lis.  Sot.  Collections. 
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marriage  of  her  eldest  daughter  with  a  British  ofK- 
cer,  which  took  place  after  his  unfortunate,  mental 
disorder.     An  alliance    of   this  kind,  though  there 
were  no  personal  objections  to  the  individual,  and  in 
this   case  the    match   was  unexceptionable,   would 
have  been  most  repugnant  to  his  feelings ;  and  af- 
forded one  of  the  examples  to  shew,  how  cruellj 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  especially  of  civil  war,  in- 
terfere with  the  natural   affections  gf  mankind,  and 
carry  confusion  and  bitterness  among  the  dearest 
connections  of  private  life.     In  his  unfortunate  state 
of  mind,  when  reason  could  not  exert  its  influence  to 
subdue  prejudice  and  hatred,  this  marriage  was  al- 
ways a  subject  of  exasperation.     His  wife,  though 
exposed  to  many  painful   trials,  from  his  misfortune, 
never   lost   her    tenderness    and   respect    for    him. 
While  amidst  all  the  diminution  of  income  and  em- 
barrassment of  his  private  affairs,  from  neglecting  his 
own  concerns  to  take  care  of  those  of  the  public,  he 
sacredly  preserved  the  fortune  he  received  with 
her ;  and  after  her  decease,  which  was  very  sudden, 
on  November  15th,   1789,  in  her  60th  year,  it  was 
divided  between  her  daughters. 

In  connection  with  these  family  notices,  a  brief 
account  of  his  sister,  a  very  distinguished  woman 
may  be  here  introduced.  This  sister,  Mercy  Otis^ 
married  the  Hon.  James  Warren  of  Plymouth,  a  de- 
scendant of  some  of  the  iirst  and  most  respectable 
pilgrims,  who  founded  the  Plymouth  colony.  General 
Warren  and  his  wife  were  both  of  them  earnestly 
attached  to  the  cause  of  the  revolution,  in  which  he 
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rendered  man^  efficient  services,  one  of  sufiicieDt 
utility,  to  connect  his  name  with  that  erent  in  a 
luting;  manner.  He  was  the  author  of  the  Bcheme 
for  forming  Committees  of  Correspondence,  which 
V  be  cummunicated  to  Samuel  Adaras,  in  1773,  who 
^  was  making  him  a  risit.  Mr.  Adams  consulted  with 
his  friends  on  his  return  to  Boston,  the  plan  was 
adopted,  spread  with  rapidity  throughout  all  the 
colonies,  and  became  (me  of  the  most  powerful  me- 
chaiu'cal  means,  for  uniting  and  directing  public  seii- 
timent  in  favour  of  the  Revolution.  He  filled 
many  honourable  and  responsible  stations,*  and  died 
at  Plymouth  in  November,  1808,  in  the  eighty  third 
year  of  his  age.  Mrs.  Warren  had  much  of  the 
Bame  ardour  of  character  that  distinguished  her 
brother,  and  their  political  sympathies  were  in  com- 
plete unison.  With  a  husband  who  was  earnestly 
engaged  against  the  arbitrary  designs  that  brought 
on  the  revolution;  and  with  a  brother,  who  was  for 
BO  many  years  the  chief  leader  and  adviser  in  all  the 
councils  of  opposition,  she  could  not  fail  to  become 
acquainted  with  all  the  principles  and  occurrences 
of  that  period,  in  which  her  disposition  led  her  to 
be  deeply  interested.     Politics  and  literature  always 

•  On  tbc  dcalli  of  hia  father  in  1757,  he  wu  appoiated  hii  luccesiar  in  tbe 
placB  of  High  Sheriff  for  Ihc  Caunly,  bhiI  rcmined  ihia  place  to  the  bcginpiii| 
of  Ihe  war.  He  wsi  a  mcniberof  the  leginlaluie,  and  Pretident  of  tbe  Pro- 
riocial  Congress.  In  177fi  he  icU  made  pijmaslei  general  of  the  anii},  but 
>oon  rvnigned  it  He  waa  for  aeieral  yeors  speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentaiiTea  of  Maaaachuactis,  and  aftcrwardaa  CommitBloiier  of  the  Navy 
Board.  At  the  cloae  of  the  war  be  cetired,  bnt  waa  afterwarda  choaen  into  the 
t^oimeil:  hiilut  public  employment  was  aa  an  elaelor  of  Praiident  in  1804. 
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occupied  a  large  share  of  her  attention,  and  through 
her  whole  life,  she  felt  a  strong  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  devoted  much  of  her  time  to  writing. 
She  published,  in  1805,  a  histoiy  of  the  American 
Revolution,  in  three  volumes ;  a  volume  of  Poems 
containing  two  tragedies,  and  occasional  verses  ad- 
dressed to  children  and  friends,  in  1790 — and  an  an*- 
onymous  political  satire  in  the  shape  of  a  drama,  cal- 
led ^  The  Group,"  in  1775 ;  she  maintained  a  corre- 
spondence with  several  distinguished  individuals,  and 
wrote  occasionally  in  the  newspapers  anonymously. 
She  died  at  Plymouth,  in  1814,  at  the  age  of  86. 

Some  scanty  gleanings  from  the  field  of  his  pro 
fassional  career,  are  all  that  can  now  be  recollected^ 
though  the  qualities  and  employments  that  made 
Mr.  Otis  the  acknowledged  head  of  the  bar,  must 
have  produced  a  rich  harvest  of  professional  anec- 
dote. The  following  is  one  of  the  examples  of  his  N 
conduct  as  a  lawyer,  that  is  often  related  in  the 
part  of  the  country  where  it  occurred.  He  was 
employed  in  a  suit  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  to 
recover  the  amount  of  a  bill,  which  the  defendant 
alleged  had  been  paid,  but  of  which  fact  he  could 
not  prodipce  any  proof.  Mr.  Otis  was  not  aware  of  the 
dishonesty  of  his  client,  who  was  the  plaintiff  and  a 
man  of  reputable   standing — but    while  the   cause' 

• 

was  under  trial,  the  latter  taking  out  his  pocket 
book  to  look  after  some  document  that  was  wanted, 
Mr.  Otis  happened  to  see  among  the  papers  a  re- 
ceipt in  full  which  had  been  given  for  this  identical 
demand :  which  the  plabtiff  having  by  some  means 


24  LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

got  possession  of,  had  now  brought  this  suit  to  re- 
cover a  second  time.  Otis  immediately  took  him 
aside,  and  said  to  him,  "  you  are  a  pretty  rascal, 
there  is  a  receipt  for  the  very  demand  now  before 
the  Court !"  The  man  was  confounded  and  ac- 
knowledged that  it  was  so,  but  begged  his  advocate 
Dot  to  expose  him.  Otis  immediately  went  back 
into  the  bar,  and  stated  to  the  Court,  that  it  wa« 
unnecessary  the  cause  should  be  carried  any  further, 
a  circumstance  had  occurred  which  had  convinced 
him  the  plaintifPs  demand  was  unfounded,  and  beg- 
ged his  client  might  be  nonsuited.  Chief  Justice 
Hutchinson  without  knowing  at  the  time,  the  par- 
ticular reasons  for  Otis's  proceeding,  paid  him 
some  natural  compliments  on  his  frank  and  manly 
conduct,  and  took  (he  occasion  (o  remark,  how  much 
time  might  be  saved,  if  it  were  generally  imitated. 
During  the  trial  of  one  of  the  causes  in  which  he 
was  engaged  on  the  Western  Circuit;  his  attention 
was  much  excited  by  the  manner  of  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses, a  young  woman  of  very  pleasing  and  modest 
appearance,  who  gave  her  testimony  against  his 
client,  with  such  uncommon  distinctness  and  intelli- 
gence, that  after  it  was  concluded,  Mr.  Otis  said, 
that  with  the  leave  of  the  Court,  and  the  consent  of 
the  witness,  he  would  ask  her  some  questions. 
Then  telling  her,  how  much  gratified  every  one 
who  heard  her  must  have  been,  with  the  remarka- 
ble clearness  and  propriety  of  her  testimony,  the 
following  dialogue  took  place  :  **  Where  were  you 
born,  ma'am?  In  the  next  town,  Sir — Where  wer« 
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you  educated  ? — There,  Sir — Where  have  you  tra- 
velled ? — never  out  of  this  county,  Sir."  Mr.  Otis 
raised  his  hands  exclaiming, 

^^  Full  many  a  flower  is  bom  to  blush  unseen 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.'' 

He  espoused  a  cause  gratuitously  at  Plymouth,  that 
arose  out  of  a  frolic  on  a  ^  Pope  day ;"  some  details 
of  which,  furnish  characteristics  of  the  times.  A 
custom  of  English  origin,  prevailed  in  Boston,  and 
occasionally  in  other  seaports  of  Massachusetts,  of 
celebrating  the  fifth  of  November,  the  day  of  the 
well  known  Gunpowder  plot,  which  was  called 
Pope  day.  It  was  attended  here  with  extravagan- 
ces and  pasquinades,  not  unlike,  by  a  whimsical  ap- 
proximation, the  satirical  and  builesque  licentious- 
ness, that  is  practised  during  certain  days  of  the 
Carnival  in  some  Catholic  countries.  On  one  of 
these  occasions  at  Plymouth,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  noisy  turbulence.  The  inhabitants  had  been 
forced  to  illuminate  their  windows,  some  of  which 
had  been  broken,  which  excited  a  good  deal  of  fll 
temper,  and  led  to  a  prosecution  of  the  offenders. 
Mr.  Otis  was  applied  to  by  the  defendants,  some 
thoughtless  young  men,  to  plead  their  cause. 
Thinking  the  prosecution  to  have  been  illnatured 
and  vindictive,  he  kindly  engaged  in  their  defence, 
exerted  all  his  powers  of  humour  and  argument,  de- 
scribed it  as  a  common,  annual  frolic,  undertaken 
without  malice,  and  conducted  without  substantial 
injury ;  obtained  their  acquittal  and  refused  all  fees- 
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This  anniversary,  which  was  got  up  originallj 
with  political  views,  to  keep  alive  hatred  and  distrust 
towards  tlie  Catholics  in  England;*  was  commemora- 
ted in  this  country  in  a  solemn  way,  and  finished  a 
topic  for  occasional  sermons  and  prayers,  against 
popery.  It  sometimes  included  in  its  denunciations, 
a  covert  reference  to  the  hierarchy  in  England ; 
which  in  succeedii^  to  many  of  the  possessions,  and 
some  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  papal  church,  was 
also  thought  by  our  puntan  forefathers  to  have  re- 
tained a  good  share  of  its  cruel  intolerance  ;  an  in* 
tolerance,  that,  with  marvellous  inconsistency,  thej 
practised  on  others,  while  grieving  themselves  under 
its  effects.  Boston  was  always  the  head  quarter* 
of  the  celebration,  which  was  indeed  seldom  prac- 
tised beyond  the  limits  of  Massachusetts ;  but  in 
process  of  time  it  degenerated  into  a  turbulent,  li- 
centious frolic.  The  town  was  divided  into  two 
parties,  called  the  J\orth-end  and  Sovth-end,  who  had 
each  their"  pope,"  as  it  was  called.  One  of  the 
party  ringing  a  hand  bell  knocked  at  every  house, 
and  recited  a  short  ballad,!  to  get  some  gratuity  for 

*  Pope  butoiiig  wRi  fim  introduceil  in   Cnitlani)  on  tlu   koDimnttr  dT 
Elizabeth'*  rorooHtion.    In  Scolt'a  edition  of  Diyilen,  there  i>  ■  cnrioui  k< 
gaunt  ofihe  ceremony,  with  a  plale  reprearnling  a  procettion  that  wai  made 
November  ITlh,  1619.    See  Vol.  S,  p.  3S3.  and  toL  10,  p.  3T0. 
t  Don't  you  remrmber 

Tlie  fifth  ofNoTember, 
The  Gunpowrier  Ireaton  and  plot ; 

Why  (unpoirrier  tnaion 
Should  ever  be  forf:ot. 
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a  common  pm*se,  to  defray  the  expence  of  a  jovial 
fiupper  for  the  principal  performers. 

The  pageant  was  exhibited  on  a  stage,  mounted 
on  wheels  and  drawn  by  horses.     In  front  of  the 
stage,  was  a  lantern  six  or  eight  feet  high,  made 
with  oiled  paper,  and  covered  with  satirical  inscrip- 
tions, alluding  to  the  political  characters  or  events 
of  the  day  ;  and  sometimes  a  boy  was  placed  inside 
of  it,   accoutred  and   dancing   in  an  antic  manner, 
^ext  to  the  lantern,  was  a  small  figure  meant  for  the 
Pretender,  suspended   to  a  gibbet.     In   the  centre 
was  the  Pope,  preposterously  dressed,  and  made  as 
corpulent  as  possible ;   and  in  the  rear  was  a  figure 
of  the  Devil,  with  an  enormous  tail,  a  pitchfork  in 
one  hand,  and  a  lantern  in  the  other.     Beneath  the 
floor,  boys  were  placed,  who  held  poles  that  went 
up  through  the  principal  figures   into  the  head,  so 
that  they  could  turn  the  heads  round,  or  raise  them 
up  to  a  level   with  the  chamber  windows  of  the 
houses.     Occasionally  some  political  character,   ob- 
noxious to  popular  ill  will,  waa  exhibited  between  the 
figures  of  the  Pope  and  the  Devil.     Thus  the  mar- 
quis of  Bute  was  caricatured  by  a  boot  suspended 


From  Rome  to  Rome 

The  Pope  is  come, 
Amid  ten  thousand  fears, 
With  fiery  serpents  to  be  seen 

At  eyes,  nose,  mouth,  and  ears. 
Don't  you  hear  my  little  bell 

Go  chink,  chink,  chink. 
Please  to  give  me  a  little  money. 

To  buy  my  Pope  some  driift. 
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to  a  gallowe :  Comtti^si6ner  Paston,*  wlio  ATan  a  rfv 
markably  polite  inntiy  biif  v^ry  unpo|iLtlar,  was  re- 
presented by  a  figu'rt  *itb  this  label — **  e^-ery  man's 
humble  servant  but  no  man's  friend" — Governor 
Bernard  was  personified  by  a  tomcod,  a  small  fish 
he  was  very  fond  of  catching,  and  consunjfng  in  his 
family,  a  fondness  that  was  attributed  to  his  parsi- 
mony. The  pageaVits  of  the  two  parties  were  pa- 
raded about  in  the  day  time  quietly ;  but  in  the 
evening  they  met  hi  Union  Street,  which  was  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  them.  A  stru^le  en- 
sued with  all  the  fotce  th6y  coald  res[jectivcty  mus- 
ter, and  the  objett  VvaS  to  capture  the  "  Pope"  of 
the  other.  This  was  fcommonly  effected  at  the  ex- 
pcnce  of  some  broken  heads  ;  and  if  the  South  suc- 
ceeded, the  trophies  of  the  contest  were  carried  to 
the  Common  and  there  consumed;  if  the  JVortk  was 
victorious,  they  were  taken  to  Copps  Hill,  where  a 
bonfire  was  had,  followed  by  a  jovial  supper.  The 
sailors,  mechanics,  young  men  and  boys  of  all  classes, 
took  part  in  these  scenes.  A  story  is  related  of  one 
of  them,  that  interested  the  feelings  of  the  wholfi 
town  at  the  time,  and  was  productive  of  much  cha- 
grin to  one  side,  and  of  many  a  hearty  lau^li  to  the 
olhi^r.  The  Soulh-end  had  been  unlucky  for  several 
years  in  the  contests,  when  some  young  men,  resolv- 
ed to  retrieve  its  reputation.     This  they  effected 

•ChnrlMPnuion  wBi  one  of  the  Comniisjionprs  of  the  Ciislom»,  and  ac* 
tlvoly  dischorgcd  the  ilutieanfa  vpfj  rinoopular  ofBcP.  He  wat  remnrkabia 
for  the  finiFhed  politjneft  and  couitpiy  ii(  lit?  mnniieif  :  bui  Ihis,  wliich  mijht 
have  been  coiuideiod  a  merit  iii  olhfr  liincB,  »ai  in  Ihe  bilierneai  of  party 
|t[ug|lsB,  lurped  larcaslically  against  bioi. 
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chiefly  bj  stratagem.  They  went  down  in  conside- 
rable numbers  in  the  evening  to  the  lower  part  of 
Middle  Street,  and  vociferated  the  usual  cry,  ^JSforth- 
end  forever!"  Deceived  by  this  watch-word,  the 
Northend  Pope  was  brought  out,  when  only  a  few 
of  its  real  parttzans  were  present,  who  joined  this 
convoy  of  the  enemy,  as  soon  as  they  had  carried  it 
a  little  way,  the  disguised  party,  being  joined  by  a 
number  of  their  friends,  threw  off  the  concealment, 
assumed  their  own  cry  of  SoiUhrend  forever  !  and  car- 
ried the  prize  to  a  triumphal  bonfire,  in  the  Common. 
The  termination  of  these  Pope  days^  exhibits 
a  characteristic  trait  of  those  times,  and  the  docility 
of  what  might  be  considered  a  thoughtless,  mob. 
The  patriots  of  the  town  saw  the  mischief  of  these 
dissensions,  when  they  wanted  the  feelings  of  the 
citizens  to  be  united  in  the  great  object  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  measures  of  the  British  Ministry  :  they 
therefore  brought  about  a  reconciliation,  and  in 
1774,  had  what  was  called  an  Union  Pope,  when 
the  two  parties,  after  great  preparations,  met  with 
their  pageants,  and  exchanging  amicable  sa!t«tes, 
proceeded  to  make  a  common  bonfire,  and  terminat- 
ed the  frolic  by  supping  together.  This  was  in 
November,  1774.  The  next  spring,  the  affairs  of 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  took  place,  and  this 
foolish  and  turbulent  practise,  a  striking  mark  of 
colonial  subserviency,  was  never  repeated. 


UFI  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 


enxtrtev  Ha. 


Exlraeti/rom  the  Profttnonol  Corrupondence  of  Otit. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  book  coik 
taining  copies  of  letters  on  business,  are  cited,  be- 
cause .so  few  fragments  of  Otis's  manuscript  can  now 
be  found.  In  the  absence  of  more  interestii^  cor- 
respondence, they  may  throw  some  light  on  his  pro- 
fessional character.  The  deep  feeling  of  respect 
and  aficction  for  the  mother  country,  is  exempli&ed 
in  a  very  expressive  word,  that  was  commonly  used 
in  speaking  of  it,  before  the  Revolution.  En^and 
was  called  home,  not  only  -by  those  officers  whose 
appointment  from  thence  made  their  responsibility 
center  there,  but  even  by  those  who  had  never  seen 
that  country,  and  had  derived  their  descent  through 
several  generations  of  colonial  residence.  The 
word  occurs  several  times  in  these  business  Icttera. 
— Thus  in  one  dated  in  1764,  there  are  these 
phrases:  "but  has  the  cause  continued^  to  know 
from  home,  if  he  is  chargeable"  and  again  **  since 
the  matter  was  concluded  by  them,  and  the  temu 
sent  home  for  approbation."  In  a  letter  to  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Warren,  in  1760  "  the  enemies  of  ourpeace 
entertain  hopes  that  we  shall  get  no  relief  from 
.home."  But  the  course  of  events  a  few  yeatv  after, 
diade  this  distant  home  a  foreign  country;  and  in 
defending  their  real  home  from  the  encroachmeDts  of 
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arbitrarj  power,  they  found,  that  this  onlj  could  be 
the  true  object  of  their  attachment. 

The  extracts  from  these  letters  are  taken  in  the 
order  of  their  dates.  It  will  be  shewn  by  them, 
that  his  political  engagements,  and  interest  in  public 
affairs  prc^essively  increased,  till  he  speaks  of  giv- 
ing up  his  professional  pursuits  altogether.  The 
first  extract  is  from  a  letter  to  "  Mr.  Francis  Rybot, 
London,"  dated  November  22,  1763.—"  I  pray  that 
your  orders  may  be  explicit,  that  I  may  come  under 
no  blame,  for  when  gentlemen  send  powers  Avitli 
orders  to  make  demands,  and  in  their  letters  ex- 
press fears  least  a  suit  should  be  brought,  as  you 
seem  to  do  in  yours,  the  consequence  is,  that  all  se- 
verities are  to  be  laid  to  those  they  employ,  which 
is  k  thing  no  man  could  run  the  risk  of.  I  shall 
never  take  upon  me  to  exercise  my  lenity  at  an- 
other man^s  expense,  nor  run  the  risk  of  involving 
myself  for  other  people.  If  therefore  at  any  time 
you  would  have  compliance  with  your  orders, 
please  to  let  me  know  whether  I  am  only  to  de- 
mand, or  in  default  of  payment  to  sue,  expressly.'^ 

^  To  Messrs.  Johnstone  and  others,  assignees,'^  &c. 
he  writes  May  16,  1764.  "  I  am  sorry  to  tell 
you  the  London  Gazette  you  send  me,  for  the  proof 
of  the  bankruptcy  of  Wright  and  Graham,  and  as 
ad  evidence  that  you  were  assignees,  is  of  no  more 
value  than  an  old  almanack  in  my  opinion.  If  our 
courts  would  receive  such  a  paper  as  evidence,  it 
don't  appear  by  the  advertisement,  when  the  com- 
missicMi  issued,  &c."     To  the   same,  "  September 
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25tb  1764.  I  supposed  by  jouj'  first  application  to 
me,  tliat  I  was  only  to  act  in '  my  profession  as  a 
lawyer,  and  not  as  a  merchant  or  factor,  to  settle 
accounts  and  vendue  goods.  However,  it  seems  you 
expect  both  of  me,  without  having  ever  taken  care, 
to  this  moment,  to  furnish  me  with  the  proper  pa- 
pers to  act  in  cither  quality.  My  request,  is  that 
you  would  make  a  new  power  to  some  able  mer- 
chant  here,  for  I  utterly  decline  being  apy  further 
concerned,  than  tilt  you  have  notice  of  this  opportu* 
oity  to  make  and  send  out  such  new  powers,  i 
have  no  inclination  to  merchandize."  This  last  idea 
ia  expressed  in  letters  to  two  other  corresp(»ideote. 
In  letters  to  two  of  these  clients,  who  had  at  his  re- 
quest transferred  the  agency  of  (heir  aHairs  to  a 
merchant,  whom  he  had  recommended ;  be  says  to 
one  in  June,  1765 — "  My  discharge  from  the  burd^O 
of  your  alTairs  is  the  more  acceptable,  as  my  en- 
gagements {o  the  public,  and  the  difficulties  on  the 
trade  of  this  country,  and  my  private  concerns,  ren- 
der it  inconvenient  for  me  to  enter  into  more  affairs 
than  I  have  on  hand." — To  another — "  lam  glad  qf 
your  resolution  not  to  send  me  any  other  of  your 
affairs,  more  especially  as  the  times  are  rendered  so 
difficult  here,  that  it  is  a  very  invidious  employ  to 
collect  debts  for  gentlemen  on  your  side  of  the  Avater, 
and  my  own  private  affairs  and  engagements  in  the 
public  service,  will  not  admit  of  iqy  engaging  any 
further  in  the  concerns  of  others." 

He  writes  to  Mr.  Arthur  Jones — September  13(h, 
1766.    "  With  regard  to  the  late  measures  you  re- 
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fer  to  in  fhe  former  administration,  if  I  have  been 
instrumental  of  any  benefit  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonitss,  which  I  ever  consider  as 
the  same,  I  shall  ^ink  it  the  great  happiness  of  my 
life,  and  can  only  Wjph  for  further  opportunity  of 
promoting  that  interest  to  the  utmost  of  my  poor 
ability/' 

Oliver  Delaric^, 'Esq.  of  New  York,  wished  to 
etigag'e  him  to  act  for  fhe  widow  of  Sir  Peter  War- 
reb,  for  \^arfouir  claims.  Fn  reply,  after  giving  some 
account  of  the  debtors,  he  goes  on  to  say — ^  October 
6th,  1766-^—1  should  choose  to  act  only  in  my  pro- 
fession, in  which  way,  yoti  and  Lady  Warren  may  at 
all  times  command  and  depend  on  my  best  services. 
I  should  not  incline  to  undertake  as  a  factor  for  any 
perdon,  having  within  these  two  or  three  years  had 
more  troufble  and  gained  more  ill  will  by  two  or 
three  procurations^  t  Was  prevailed  on  to  accept, 
tikditi  by  all  the  transactions  of  my  life.  I  should 
think  it  best  for  you  to  substitute  Mr.  Hancock,  as 
there  is  no  bettef  man  for  your  purpose  if  he  will 
accept.  He  will  of  colfrse  apply  to  me  as  Counsel, 
especiaffy  if  you  desire  it,  and  Lady  Warren  will  by 
that  meatid  be  availed  of  all  his  and  my  [)ower  to 
serve  her.  If  you  think  it  Worth  while  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this,  let  my  most  respectful  compliments 
att^tid  it,  with  tht  highest  assurances  of  the  regard 
r  have  for  the  mectiory  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,*  for 

I  -  IIIMII___ ■_      ■_■ _  ..  ■_■>■! ^^_^.^_^^_^^ 

*  Sir  Peter  Warren,  was  a  British  Admiral,  and  knigft  of  the  Bath.  He 
performed  many  gallant  sei  vices,  and  ^as  much  known  uud  esteemed  in  the 
northern  colonies.    He  conunanded  the  naval  force  in  the  New  England  ex- 
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the  services  he  rendered  this  country." — Mr.  De- 
lancj  writes  him  in  return,  that  it  was  at  Mr. 
Hancock's  suggestion  he  had  been  applied  to,  that 
the  power  of  Attorney  is  made  out,  and  in  behalf 
of  Lady  W.  urges  the  request  that  he  would  under- 
dertake  the  agency.  He  writes  in  answer,  Octo- 
ber 13th,  1 766.  "  Sir,  next  to  suretyship,  it  has 
been  the  care  of  my  hfe  to  avoid  irttsts,  yet  1  am 
engaged  in  many  more  pubhc  and  private,  than  I 
have  capacity  to  discharge,  as  I  could  wish.  It 
would  give  me  equal  pleasure  to  comply  with  your 
and  Lady  Warren's  desire,  but  I  clearly  foresee  so 
many  difficulties  that  will  attend  the  settlement  of 
her  affairs  here,  that  I  can  by  no  means  think  of 
accepting  the  power  you  mention,  at  the  same  time 
if  you  think  fit  to  substitute  any  person,  I  shall  ever 
be  ready  and  proud  to  assist  him  in  my  profession, 
if  desired,  but  I  must  repeat  that  I  cannot  accept 
of  any  power  to  me  alone,  or  jointly  with  any 
other." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rybot  of  July  27th,  1767 — 
'*  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  7th  of  January — I  have 
waited  on  Mr. and  he  tells  me  it  will  much  dis- 
tress him  to  be  sued  for  the  note  of  300JL  sterling  ; 
m  short  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  pay  it  at  present. 
He  also  informs  me,  that  you  have  given  no  express 
orders  to  sue  the  note,  and  being  of  opinion  it  is  not 
■for  your  interest  to  press  him  at  present,  I  have  not** 
commenced  any  action  against  him.  I  am  convinc- 
1 

peditioD  Bg&iail  Louiibouri,  in  1T45.    ^»  died  in  1T53,  Id  the  4Bihycuaf  bta 
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cd  he  is  an  honest  man  and  will  pay  you  as  soon  as 
possible.  However,  if  you  should  think  fit  to  pur- 
sue him,  I  desire  you  would  send  a  power  to  some 
other  person,  as  he  is  an  old  friend,  and  I  chuse  not 
to  be  concerned  in  any  severity  against  him,  or 
any  other  gentleman." 

In  November,  1768  writing  to  the  same — "But 
as  I  wrote  you  before,  I  decline  that,  and  all  other 
affairs  of  the  kind,  especially  as  the  times  are,  and 
as  I  am  winding  up  my  own  concerns,  in  order  as 
soon  as  possible  to  retire  from  business." 

To  Mr.  Arthur  Jones,  he  writes — November  26th, 
1768.  "  All  business  is  at  a  stand  here,  little  going 
on  besides  military  musters  and  reviews  and  other 
parading  of  the  red  coats,  sent  here,  the  Lord  I  be- 
lieve only  knows  for  what.  I  am  and  have  been 
long  concerned  more  for  Great  Britain  than  for  the 
colonies.  You  may  ruin  yourselves,  but  you  cannot 
in  the  end  ruin  the  colonies — Our  fathers  were  a 
good  people,  we  have  been  a  free  people,  and  if 
you  will  not  let  us  remain  so  any  longer,  we  shall 
be  a  great  people,  arid  the  present  measures  can 
have  no  tendency  but  to  hasten  with  great  rapidity, 
events,  which  every  good  and  honest  man  would 
wish  delayed  for  ages,  if  possible,  prevented  for- 
ever." 

In  two  letters  dated  October  11th,  1769.  There 
is  this  ominous  memorandum  at  the  top  :  "  on  paper 
of  Boston  manufacture.^^ 

His  talents  and  learning    placed    him    so    much 
above   those  of  his  own  standing,  that  he  had  q« 
6 
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rival ;  and  though  civil  to  those  about  him,  he  was 
not  very  cautious  in  concealing  the  contempt  he 
felt  for  political  enemies,  who  were  inferior  to 
him  in  every  thing,  but  the  power  of  their  office, 
and  who  were,  for  the  promotion  of  their  private 
advantage,  he  believed,  conspiring  to  ruin  the  coun- 
try. Having  cited  Domat,  in  the  course  of  some 
discussion,  Governor  Bernard  enquired,  "  who  be 
was  ?" — Otis  answered,  that,  "  he  was  a  very  dis- 
tinguished civilian,  and  not  the  less  an  authority,  for 
being  unknown  to  your  Excellency." 

His  mode  of  conducting  causes,  as    an  advocate, 
was    consistent    with    his    extensive    acquirements. 

,  He  argued  with  boldness,  energy  and  decision,  with- 
out resorting  to  many  of  the  subtleties,  and  narrow 
expedients,  that  arc  allowable,  and  often  employed 
in  llie  common  practice  of  lawyers.  He  was  indeed 
conscious  of  his  strength,  proud  and  impatient  of  ri- 
valry. Governor  Hutchinson,  whose  favourable  tes- 
timony must  have  more  weight,  as  being  that  of  an 

.  enemy,  said  of  him  ;  *^  that  he  never  knew  fairer  or 
more  noble  conduct  in  a  pleader,  than  in  Otis ;  that 
he  always  disdained  to  take  advantage  of  any  cleri- 
cal error,  or  similar  inadvertence,  but  passed  over 
minor  points,  and  defended  his  causes  solely  on  their 
broad  and  substantial  foundations.** 

These    desultory    anecdotes    and    disconnected  ■ 
sketclies  of  his  private   life,  are  selected  from  the  ' 
few  that  can  be  now  recovered.     His  professional 
reputation  and  influence,  havii^  been  gradually  es- 
tablistked  od  the  most  solid  foundations,  nere  held 
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in  the  first  rank,  before  he  began  his  careet  in  pub- 
lic life,  the  date  of  which  may  be  fixed,  from  his 
pleading  the  cause  of  the  Writs  of  Assistance.  Hit 
learning  and  eloquence,  on  this  occasion,  gave  him 
precedence  over  every  member  of  his  profession ; 
while  his  ardour  and  enthusiasm  excited  a  corres- 
ponding feelii^  in  the  breasts  of  his  fellow  citizensi 
'Who  placed  him  at  the  succeeding  election  in  the 
legislature  of  the  Province.  From  that  time,  he  be- 
came, for  a  period  of  ten  years,  the  chief  counsellor, 
and  leading  orator,  in  the  course  of  resistance  to  arbi- 
trary encroachment,  that  brought  on  the  declaration 
of  independence.  A  cursory  view  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Province,  at  this  epoch,  will  shew 
more  clearly  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed. 


efiopter  W. 


PoKiieal  SkwUion  of  Massachusetts — Govemcr  Shirley — Lieutenr 
ant  Governor  Phipps — Governor  Povmal — Ldeutenant  Governor 
HutMnson^'Appointment  of  Governor  Bernard — Colonial  mo^ 
nopoly. 

The  war  which  terminated  in  the  Peace  of  1763, 
was  for  several  years  almost  the  exclusive  object  of 
attention,  among  the  people  of  the  Northern  Colo- 
nies ;  and  as  Massachusetts  was  not  only  the  most 
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conaidcrdblc  of  these  in  wealth  and  population,  but 
far  exceeded  her  proportion,  in  coiitributione  of  men 
and  money  and  ellbrts  of  all  kinds  in  the  public  (ier- 
»  Ttcc,  her  government  had  a  very  leading  iiiiluence  in 
'  all  the  transactioas  of  the  day.  Jealousy  and  ani- 
mosity towards  tlic  French,  was  in  no  part  of  the 
British  dominions  more  keenly  felt.  On  the  water, 
they  met  U9  as  rivals  in  the  fisheries,  while  ou  the 
land,  all  the  frontier  settlements  from  Novia  Scotia 
to  the  Lakes,  were  subject,  through  French  agency, 
to  perpetual  anxiety,  and  occasionally  to  the  des^olat- 
ing  incursions,  and  horrible  barbarities,  of  Indiaa 
warfare.  The  enmity  arising  from  these  causea 
was  aggravated  and  kept  in  activity,  by  a  deep  he- 
reditary prejudice  on  account  of  their  religion. 

To  overturn  the  power  of  France  in  Canada, 
was  therefore  the  leading  and  engrossing  wish  in 
our  politics  ;  and  to  effect  this  object  we  made  vol- 
untary sacrifices,  that  perhaps  were  never  exceeded 
by  any  {>eople,  whose  whole  territory  was  not  over- 
run.* Mr.  Shirley  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
was  indefatigable  in  stimulating  the  ministry,  and  the 
several  colonics,  to  follow  this  course.  He  had  dis- 
covered so  much  industry  and  ability  in  his  govern- 
ment, although  not  bred  to  a  military  life,  that  he 
was  made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  military  for- 
ces, after  the  death  of  General  Brnddock.  The 
brilliant  success  of  the  expedition  to  Louisbourg,  in 


\KO  (hlidn  or  Ihc  nholc 
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1715,  undertaken  under   his  auspices,  gave  him  a 
reputation  for   the   management  of  military   opera- 
tions.*    But  the  disappointments  and  defeats,  that 
took  place   in  the  campaign  of  1755,  were  attribut- 
ed to-  his  want  of  skill  in  the  immediate  command 
of   the    forces.      He    was    succeeded    by    General 
Abercrombie  for  only  a  few  months,  and   then  by 
Lord  Loudon.     Under  this  latter  commander,   the 
Colonies   were  involved  in  the  deepest  depression. 
His  arrogance  and  indiscretion  led  him  into  disputes, 
and  almost  to  make  war  against  those   he  came  to 
defend ;  while  his  indecision  and  delay,   inspired  the 
enemy  with  confidence,  wasted  all  the  resources  of 
the  country,  paralysed  every  operation,  and  exposed 
the  colonists,  to  the  greatest   mortification   and  dan- 
ger.    This  period  of  imbecility  and  mismanagement 
dissipated  much  of  that  illusion,  which  had  been  felt 
in  regard  to  the    British   regulars,t  as    they  Avere 
called.     The  bold  tone  and  arrogant  presumption, 
which   the   regular  army  always  assumed  over  the 
provincial  troops,  and  which  was  commonly  submit- 

*  The  capture  of  Loulsbourg,  by  the  Massachusetts  troops,  was  a  fair  sub-* 
ject  of  triumph,  iind  is  often  mentioned^  in  the  subsequent  annals  of  that  pro- 
Tince.  That  their  idea  of  the  importance  of  this  operation  is  not  singular, 
the  following  passage  from  Lord  Cbesterfieid^s  works  wiJl  serve  to  prove. 
**  This  conquest  was  certainly  of  great  importance,  and  in  the  end  procured 
peace;  but  it  was  magnified  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  noble  Duke,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  declared,  that  if  France  was  maste'*  of  Ports- 
mouth, be  would  hang  the  man,  who  should  give  up  Cape  Breton  in  exchange* 

Chesterfield's  works,  v.  2.  p.  283. 

t  This  distinction  between  regulars  and  provincials,  which  arose  while  they 
acted  together,  was  retained  long  after.  In  popular  language,  the  common 
term  for  |he  British  troops,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  was  the  <*  regii- 
UrB." 
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ted  to  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  of  right,  joined 
to  the  real  advantages  they  possessed,  from  their 
discipline  atid  experience,  gave  them  the  reputation 
of  being  invincible.  The  gross  blunders,  committed 
by  some  of  their  generals*  and  the  ill  success  of 
most  the  attempts  made  by  the  regular  army,  were 
contrasted  with  many  cfhcicDt  and  gallant  services, 
performed  by  the  provincials :  and  though  the 
praise  in  the  official  accounts  was  as  lavishly  g^vea 
to  the  former,  as  it  was  sparingly  bestowed  on  the 
latter,  the  provincials  themselves  could  not  be 
blinded  to  the  truth.  The  illusion,  about  the  irre- 
sistible prowess  of  the  Britbh  troops,  was  destroyed 
in  the  minds  of  many  at  this  period  ;  and  the  conse- 
quences were  shewn  a  few  years  afterwards,  when 
these  bodies  were  to  be  opposed  to  each  other. 
'  Governor  Shirley,  it  was  said,  first  received  the 
plan  of  the  Ministry  for  taxing  America  ;t  but  his 
knowledge  of  the  people,  and  hts  wish  to  direct  their 
utmost  elTorts  against  the  French,  made  him  dis* 
courage  the  project,  and  prevented  its  beii^  at* 
tempted  during  his  administration.  He  had  suffi- 
cient sagacity  and  influence,  to  lead   public  opinion 

*  Antong  tha  documenti  on  Ihia  lubjscl,  the  eloqueni  lelleis  ol  V/aiblaf- 
ton,  on  the  cnnduct  oT  (ho  anaj,  under  Generali  Braddock  (od  Fotbea,  ftra 
ramsrhable.  Thoie  who  wiih  ta  itudy  Che  hiitoij'  of  Ihia  period,  will  rekd  ■ 
panipblet  bj  Lord  Slerling,  enliiled  "the  conduct  of  Major  GeneraJ  Bhiilej, 
late  General  and  Commandei  in  Chief  of  hit  Majeity'e  Forcei,  in  Noilh 
Anwrica,  bncdjr  itaiad''  alio  another  defending  Lord  Loudon,  called  *■  The 
Coaduct  of  a  ooble  commander  In  America,  brieflr  reviewed.''  Then  with 
two  or  Ihrae  other  pamphleli,  relating  to  militar;  aflaira  in  Ameiica  duriof 
that  war,  ma;  be  found  in  the  libiaij  of  (h«  Hiitorical  Socletv,  in  the  volume 
oftractimarUd,  C.  D.  IT.  * 

-t  Minot. 
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entirely  to  this  great  object,  and  continued  to  be 
popular,  in  his  government,  notwithstanding  the  bur- 
dens that  were  laid  on  the  country,  and  the  ill  success 
of  his  later  military  enterprises.  His  recall  has 
been  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  intrigues  of  his  suc- 
cessor, though  the  charge  involves  ingratitude  at 
least,  if  not  treachery."*^  A  long  residence  in  the 
province,  gave  him  a  clear  insight  into  the  character 
of  the  people  :  and  he  succeeded  in  being  popular 
here,  without  losing  the  confidence  of  the  ministry. 
At  a  later  period,  he  might  perhaps  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  diiiiculties  which  rendered  some  of 
his  successors  odious :  but  one  motive  to  the  course 
they  pursued,  an  avaricious  and  grasping  spirit,  he 
was  exempt  from.  He  was  disinterested,  and  ele- 
vated above  the  sordid  pursuit  of  accumulating 
money.  Though  placed  in  situations  that  furnished 
him  many  opportunities  of  enriching  himself,  yet  he 
died  without  fortune.  One  of  the  most  important 
services  he  rendered,  was  the  abolition  of  the  paper 
currency  in  1749,  which  was  greatly  owing  to  his 
firmness  and  perseverance. 

He  left  the  country  highly  respected  and  belov- 
ed, and  was  sent  to  Paris,  as  a  Commissioner,  to  set- 
tle the  subject  of  boundaries  :  The  powers  he  had 
exercised  here,  of  Governor  of  one  of  the  principal 

*  Some  details  on  this  matter  may  be  found  in  a  memoir  of  Governor 
LiTingston  of  New  York,  entitled,  «  A  Review  of  Military  operations,  ia 
North  America  from  1753  to  1756.*^  It  is  a  well  written  and  very  interesting 
Idstorical  document,  though  allowances  must  be  made  lor  its  party  feelings. 
It  may  be  found  in  the  7th  volume  first  series  of  the  Massachusetts  Hiitori- 
cml  Society's  CoUectioos. 
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colonics,  with  the  supremacj  over  others  in  military 
a.Tairs,  mide  him  rivals  and  enemies  in  abundance. 
Ttie  unfortunate  events  of  the  war  were  also  laid 
to  his  charge  ;  but  the  circumstance,  that  wholly  de- 
stroyed his  popularity  here,  the  mention  of  which 
will  throw  light  on  the  character  of  the  times,  was, 
that  he  mnrried  a  second  wife  in  Paris,  who  was  a 
Catholic  !  In  the  lai^iage  of  Dr.  Eliot,  "  this  waa 
di^sting  to  the  province,  as  the  people,  at  that 
time,  detested  the  French  and  all  popish  connections.^ 
He  did  not  however  lose  the  confidence  of  the 
ministry,  who  gave  him  the  Government  of  the  Ba- 
hamas, in  which  place  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son. 
Governor  Shirley  returned  to  Boston  in  1770, 
and  died  at  his  seat  in  Roxbury,  the  next  year.* 

Mr.  Phipps,t  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  administer- 
ed the  government  for  a  short  period,  after  Shirley 
was  recalled,  till  the  arrival  of  Governor  Pownall 
in  1757.  This  gentleman  first  came  to  this  country 
as  Secretary  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  Governor  of 
New  York,  and  was  then  appointed  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Jersey.  Shirley  took  him  into 
his  confidence,  and  communicated  his  plans  to  him ; 


*  He  built  the  spacioua  mansion  in  Roxburj,  cnlleil  Shirley  PtacK,  now 
VHoed  by  the  Hon.  Vf.  £iistia  In  Kiii);'ii  Chapri  lii  Boblnn,  ilierc  is  a  hand- 
«on)c  mural  inonumcut  on  Ilie  North  side,  erected  to  biB  but  wile  and  Onugh* 

t  VjK  Phippt,  was  the  neplicw  of  Sir  William  Phlppi,  nnd  inherited  hit  foi- 
tiuie,  ;|M(  wu  made  Lieutenant  Gnvctnac  in  1732,  in  whicb  post  he  cnnlinued 
till  hfi  dcBlh  April  4lli,  1757.  His  talents  were  nol  of  n  rUsi  to  mflkc  him 
oonipicuoub  as  aslalctinan,  but  in  ilie  diseharge  oCIiii  fuoction!,  he  was  et~ 
ircmed  a  prudent,  uptight  magi  urate. 
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and  he  was  accused  of  betraying  this  trusty  by  an- 
ticipating all  the   important  information  in  his  own 
communications  to  the  ministry.     He  doubtless  saw 
the  defects  of  Shirley  as  a  military  commander,  and 
in  taking  .part  with  his  enemies,  Delancey  and  Sir 
William  Johnson,  he  acted  with  private  ingratitude, 
though  it  might  conduce  to  the  public  good  to  effect 
a  change  in  the  command.     He  went  to  England  in 
1756.     His  connections  were  respectable,  and^  his 
brother  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade.*    He 
was    there    appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 
His   politics  were  those   of  Chatham,  and  he  came 
to    his  government  full   of   zeal   and  animation    to 
promote    the   grand    and   decisive    policy    of    that 
minister,  for  putting  an   end  to   the  contests  with 
France  in  America,  by  depriving  that  power  of  all 
its  North  American  possessions. 

On  his  arrival  in  his  government,  he  could  not  be 
greeted  with  much  cordiality,  by  those  officers  of 
the  customs,  and  other  departments,  who  had  been 
the  friends  of  Shirley ;  and  who  thought  the  new 
governor  had  used  unfair  intrigues  to  supersede 
hiuL  Their  politics  also  were  not  of  the  same 
school.  He  cared  less  about  enforcing  the  ob- 
noxious acts  of  trade,  and  the  collections  of  the 
revenue  from  them,  than  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the   war.     To  this  point  he  directed   all  his  ef- 

•  To  John  Pownal,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  world  owes 
the  preiervation  of  a  vast  number  of  valuable  docum  -nts  relating  to  the  Co- 
looies,  which  were  io  a  very  neglected  ftate,  and  in  dangei  ef  being  wholly 
lost. 

7 
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forts,  and  gave  many  proofs  of  activity  and  addrest. 
He  took  into  liis  confidence  such  men  as  Judge 
Pratt  and  Dr.  Cooper,  who  had  much  popular  influ- 
ence, and  he  associated  afiably  and  readily  with  all 
classes  of  people.  This  conduct  counteracted  in 
some  degi-ee  the  prejudice  he  cscited  in  a  commi»> 
nity,  distinguished  by  a  very  severe  tone  of  man- 
ners ;  In  which  the  light  and  free  conduct  of  a  man 
of  wit  and  pleasure,  appeared  wholly  unsuited  to 
the  formal  dignity,  and  cautious  propriety,  which 
was  expected  in  their  chief  magistrates.* 

Hutchinson  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor 
in  17.'>8,  and  as  he  was  then  very  |>opuIar,  he  was 
of  great  use  in  aiding  the  Governor,  in  his  cQbrta  to 
draw  out  all  the  resources  of  the  province  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  There  was  however 
neither  similarity  of  manners,  nor  cordiality  of  feel- 
ing between  tlicm.  Pownal  associated  very  inti- 
mately with  the  enemies  of  Hutchinson,  and  the 
latter  in  his  turn  exerted  himself  to  destroy  the 


•  Innneo/llie  salirical  piecci,  it  wasobjected  lo  Lim,  that  be  would  lOBM. 
I'Ries,  "  Bil  ill  lilt  cliair,  wiihnut  a  SHOrd,  in  a  plain  ^hoil  rrock,  unruned 
shin,  «iih  a  ecraicLi  wig  and  Utile  isttan."— ExternaU  were  all  importaot  is 
■how  day!-,  anii  Ihia  neglect  of  the  appropiialc  costume,  wai  conBidend  a 
very  ^mpropfr  levity.  The  title  of  this  pamphlet,  which  is  in  the  library  of 
the  HiMotical  Society,  {C.  c.  3.)  is  at  f"lion-t :  "  Pioponala  for  piiblithing  bf 
■ubacriptioli,  the  History  of  the  public  life,  and  dielinguisheel  action)  of  Vic* 
Admiral,  Sir  Thomai  Bcaien,  commander  of  an  American  8c)iiailion  in  tba 
last  age.  Together  with  his  slighter  adventures  and  more  entertaining  an- 
eedoles  In  three  volumes  in  quarto,  adorned  throughout  HJihcut!:  beinf 
the  judicious  abridgmeri  of  the  unwearied  author's  own  most  elaborate  and 
cosily  performance,  of  thiity  One  volumes  in  folio.  By  Thomai  Thumb, 
Esq.  Burveyoiof  the  cuEloma,  and  clerk  of  tlie  Check.— 1760." 
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Govemor'B  popularity.*  But  these  difierences,  for- 
tunately, did  not  operate  to  impede  the  efforts  of 
the  province  in  the  prosecution  of  the  wan  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  neighbouring  colonies,  strained  eve- 
ry nerve  in  the  contest,  and  the  glorious  campaigns 
under  Wolfe  and  Amherst,  realized  the  compre- 
hensive designs  of  Lord  Chatham,  and  extinguished 
the  French  power  on  this  continent. 

Governor  Pownal  beimn  his  administration  in 
Massachusetts,  at  a  period  when  the  country  was 
depressed,  both  from  the  great  sacrifices  and  the 
repeated  disasters  of  the  previous  years.  Under 
the  auspices  of  an  energetic  minister,  the  whole  as- 
pect of  affairs  was  soon. changed,  and  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  the  great  object  of  New  England  for  half 
a  century,  completely  obtained.  His  administration, 
though  short,  was  eminently  successful.  But  he 
found  all  the  princi|^al  officers  of  Government  op- 
posed to  him ;  and  the  friends  of  Shirley  endeavour- 
ing to  make  him  odious  for  his  conduct  towards  that 
officer,  and  called  in  wit  and  ridicule  to  aid  their  cause. 
He  therefore,  after  two  years  residence,  obtained 
leave  to  exchange  his  government  for  that  of  South 
Carolina,  and  left  Boston   in  June  1760,  the  two 


*  Pownal  had  induced  the  legislature,  to  erect  a  monument,  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  to  Lord  Howe,  who  fell  in  the  attack  against  Ticonderoga.  Out  of 
of  the  many  monuments,  voted  by  legislatures  in  this  country,  this  is  nearly 
the  only  one,  that  has  ever  been  executed.  In  1760  a  monument  was  voted  to 
the  memory  of  General  Wolfe,  to  be  erected  at  the  east  end  of  the  town  house, 
in  King  Street,  Hutchinpon  displayed,  with  considerable  success,  to  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  the  enormous  expense  to  the  province 
of  this  monument,  which  cost  250/. !  If  the  Governor  had  remained  longer, 
it  would  have  been  a  powerful  instrument  for  destroying  his  popularity. 
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branches  of  the  legislature  shewing  their  respect^ 
by  accompanying  him  to  the  place  of  embarkation. 
He  held  thia  appointment  but  a  short  time,  before 
he  resigned  it,  to  be  sent  in  an  official  capacity  to 
the  combined  army  in  Germany  in  1762.  After  he 
obtained  a  seat  in  parliament,  he  opposed  all  the 
measures  of  the  ministry  which  led  to  the  war  of 
separation.  He  argued  in  favour  of  giving  the 
Colonies  a  representation  in  Parliament,  considering 
their  situation  to  be  analogous  to  that  of  the  Coun- 
ties Palatine  In  England.  His  views  were  in  some 
degree  like  those  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  wishing  to  keep 
the  empire  together.  Governor  Powoal  was  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Society  and  fond  of  scientific 
pursuits.  He  died  at  Bath  in  February  1805,  in 
his  eighty  fourth  year.* 

Hutchinson,  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  administercijl 
the  affairs  of  the  province  about  two  months,  till 
the  arrival  of  Governor  Bernard,  who  was  promot- 
ed to  Massachusetts  from  New  Jersey,  which  pro- 
vince  he  had  governed  very  acceptably.  He  ai^ 
rived  at  a  fortunate  moment,  to  enter  upon  his  new 
government,  and   public  opinion  was   prejudiced  in 

*  He  publiihed  man;  pRrliamentarr  ipetche*,  and  political  and  scientific 
liBCU.  Hii  iljle  i>  rather  h»(Gli  and  obtcuie.  Tlie  bv  ■■  of  hie  woiIie  was  "  thl 
admiuiiliation  of  llie  colonies,"  in  IT64,  which  went  llirough  Severn]  ediiion*. 
His  fiist  wnrk  wai  «  Principle!  of  Poiity*'  in  1T52;  he  alia  wroie  a  Memoir 
on  Eail  India  affaiii :  ■  inenMii  on  diainagc  :  topi^raphical  dcicriptitn  of 
Noilh  America:  Leiler  to  Adam  Smith  :  a  ii.-'niorini  id  [he  (oveieigoi  of 
Europe,  on  the  state  of  affairi  bem-een  the  old  and  new  World  :  a  memorial 
adilroBBcd  lo  the  Sovereigns  of  America :  on  llie  iludy  nf  Antiquiiiei;  de- 
scription of  Romaa  anliquiiie*  iii  Uaul :  Intellectual  phyiict :  ■  trealiia  on 
■  l»id  »!*, 


UFE  or  JAMES  OTIS.  47 

his  favour.  This  harmony  continued  for  a  time, 
though  he  vety  ^arly  took  exclusively  into  his 
confidence  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  their 
connections,  and  made  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
his  chief  adviser.  This  course  led  to  great 
results.  Shirley,  though  in  principle  a  friend  to 
prerogative,  and  the  supreme  power  of  parlia- 
ment over  the  colonies,  had  skilfully  avoided, 
as  much  as  possible,  all  disputes  on  these  subjects, 
and  had  conciliated  parties,  and  balanced  them 
against  each  other.  Pownal,  with  dilferent  political 
sympathies,  naturally  confided  in  the  leaders  of  the 
popular  party,  knowing  that  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment must  support  his  measures  of  course ;  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  great  object,  both  with  the  ministry 
at  home,  and  the  rulers  of  the  province,  was  a  vigo- 
rous prosecution  of  the  war,  he  knew  if  he  could 
promote  this  policy,  he  might  neglect  minor  objects, 
with  impunity  both  to  himself  and  the  public.  The 
course  of  avoiding  a  collision  with  popular  sentiment 
on  the  subjects  of  revenue  and  taxation,  which  had 
thus  been  followed  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years, 
through  the  administration  of  these  two  governors, 
was  departed  from  by  their  successor,  almost  in  the 
outset  of  his  career.  The  friends  he  adopted,  and 
the  counsels  he  followed,  aggravated  the  difficulties 
between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies,  every^ 
year ;  and  were  a  very  leading  cause,  among  those 
arising  out  of  individual  influence,  of  the  ultimate 
resort  to  of)en  resistance  by  the  latter. 

Th«re  is  something  so  monstrous  in  the  general 


/^ 


1«  LIFE   OF  .TAME?    OTlJ^. 

system   of   colonial    inoiiopolv,   tli;it    \vc   look    back 
with  some  degree  of  surprise  at  the  attcni[)t  to  fas- 
ten on  a  free,  intelligent  and  active  people,  the  odi- 
ous shackles  of  a  rigid  colonial  system.     From  the 
time  of  our  resistance  to  such  tyranny,  down  to  the 
present  day,   its   injustice  and  impolicy  have    been 
growing  more  and  more  apparent.     The   first  great 
blow  it  received,  was  the  emancipation  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  that  event   inevitably  leads  to  its 
final   destruction.     France,    Holland,  Portugal    and 
Spain,  have  successively  seen  this  colonial    power 
torn  with  violence,  or  fall    by  its  own  weight,  from 
their  hands ;  and  the  period  is  obviously  not  remote, 
when  in  every  instance,  the  subjects  of  the  same 
empire,  whatever  may  be  their  location,  will  require 
an  equality  of  rights,  in  disposing  of  the  produce  of 
their  industry.     The  whole  clumsy  and  oppressive 
scheme  of  mutual  restrictions  and  alternate  monopo- 
lies will  be  done  away.     The  only  case  where  they 
can,  or  do  now  exist,  is  in  regard  to  colonies  whose 
produce  is  altogether  agricultural,  rich  in  amount, 
but   comprising  a   very   few    articles:    where    the 
population,  being  composed  of  a  few  proprietors  and 
a   large    body   of  slaves,  is  intrinsically  too  feeble 
to  resist  either  foreign  aggression  or  domestic  com- 
motion;   and    therefore    needs  on  every   ground  a 
force  from  the  parent  country  for  protection.     Yet, 
the  progress  of  enlightened  views  in  political  econo- 
my, and  wider  experience  of  the  beneficent  effects  of 
free  intercourse,   on    the    activity  and    industry  of 
mankind,  must  eventually  bring  all  civilized  nations^ 
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eren  those  who  possess  such  colonies,  to  abolish  the 
greater  part  of  the  restrictive  system. 

The  most  conspicuous  example  of  its  absurdity  and 
injustice,  that  the  world  has  seen,  was  shewn,  in  the 
case  of  the  British  North  American  provinces,  espe- 
cially those  of  New  England.  The  inhabitants  were 
descended  from  that  virtuous,  but  stern  and  inflexible 
part  of  the  English  nation,  who  could  neither  cpm- 
pound  with,  nor  endure,  the  chains  of  ecclesiastical 
or  regal  tyranny ;  and  who  sought  and  found,  at 
their  own  risk  and  expence,  a  country  where  they 
might  be  exempt  from  both.  This  they  purchased 
from  its  natural  owners,  cultivated  with  their  own 
hands,  and  defended  with  their  own  blood.  The 
colonies  thus  formed,  deriving  nothing  from  the 
royal  government  but  the  form  of  a  charter,  which 
that  government  violated  at  will,  found  themselves, 
in  process  of  time,  under  the  protection  of  that 
same  government,  as  soon  as  they  afforded  an  ob- 
ject to  increase  its  patronage.  The  kind  of  protec- 
tion growing  out  of  this  circumstance,  and  they 
hardly  experienced  any  other,  increased,  as  they 
flourished.  It  exposed  them  to  wars  occasioned  by 
European  quarrels,  and  entailed  upon  them  number- 
less sacrifices  and  sufferings.  The  moment  that  the 
great  cause  of  these  misfortunes,  the  French  power 
in  Canada,  had  been  destroyed,  which  was  effected 
mainly  by  their  efforts,  they  began  to  find  that  the 
protection,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  parent  country,  was 
to  receive  a  most  portentous  extension ;  it  entered  all 
their  fields,  penetrated  all  their  dwellings,  mingled 
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with  their  food,  regulated  all  their  enterprises,  and 
finally  claimed  a  right,  **  to  bind  them  in  alt  cases 
whatsoever." 

Tiie  northern  colonies  had  no  great  staple  oi 
agriculture,  to  employ  their  labour  and  atford  them 
wealth.  Industry  and  enterprise  might  make  them 
amends,  by  enabling  ihcm  to  secure  the  comforts, 
and  gradually  to  accumulate  the  wealth,  that  would 
furnish  the  lusurics  of  life;  but  they  found  their  ex- 
ertions impeded  in  every  direction.  Even  the  fishe- 
ries, which  formed  a  very  important  part  of  their 
employment,  were  put  in  jeopardy,  by  some  of  the 
regulations  consequent  on  the  "  Acts  of  Trade." 
They  seemed  in  fact  to  be  made  the  victims  of 
every  separate  interest  in  the  Empire,  and  in  all 
cases  of  rivalry  they  were  the  party  to  be  sacrifi- 
ced; they  were  not  allowed  to  manufacture,  be- 
cause the  manufactures  of  the  parent  country 
would  be  injured ;  they  were  confined  in  their  navi- 
gation, because  the  shipping  interest  in  England 
would  suffer ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  sell  their 
fish  for  French  and  Spanish  molasses,  because  the 
sugar  colonies  would  not  have  the  monopoly  of  sup- 
plying them ;  they  could  not  import  teas  from  Hol- 
land, because  it  interfered  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  they  could  not  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal 
nor  any  other  nation,  because  it  infringed  the  navi- 
gation laws.*     Under  this  colonial  system,  thwarted 

■  Yet  not  ESiiilied  uith  Ihia  excluuio  possfiiinn  of  tbeii  lrn<1c,  the  Engliih 
jorarnment  claimed  Ihe  ri^hl  of  unlimited  t^-iiniioo,  "  Wlicihf  r,*  EU71 
Burka,  "fou  vrero  right  01  nrroug,  inckUblUbiiig  the  coloniui  on  Ui«  piind- 
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in  erery  movement,  they  received  no  equivalent  for 
their  deprivations,  and  were  constantly  restive  and 
refractory :  the  system  indeed  was  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  them,  unless  they  were  doomed  to  poverty, 
i^orance,  and  insignificance.     Under  such  a  system, 
it   was  truly   remarked   by  Sir  Josiah   Child,  and 
steadily  inculcated  by  all  his  followers  ;  **  that  New    . 
England  is  the  most   prejudicial  plantation   to  the 
kingdom  of  England/^     Yet  what  a  fine  illustration 
is  given  by  this  very  country,  to  the  beneficent  ef- 
fects of  a  liberal  spirit  in  the  regulations  of  com- 
merce, and  the  incalculable  advantages  of  destroy- 
ing colonial  monopoly.     Since  this  ''  prejudicial  plan- 
tation of  New  England,^  has  formed  part  of  a  free 
country,  has  been  allowed  full  scope  to  its  industry, 
sending  its  ships  wherever  the  wind  bloweth ;  it  has 
increased  in  its  consumption  of  English    products  a 
thousand  fold,  without  costing  England  a  dollar  for 
government  or  protection. 


pies  of  commercial  monopoly,  rather  than  on  that  of  revenue,  is  at  this  day 
a  problem  of  mere  speculation.  You  cannot  have  both  by  the  same  authori- 
ty. To  join  together  the  restraints  of  an  universal  internal  and  external 
taxation,  is  an  unnatural  union :  perfect  uncompensated  slavery.  You  have 
long  since  decided  for  yourself  and  them ;  and  you  and  they  have  prospered 
exceedingly  under  that  decision." 
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iMittEDiATELY  after  the  conquest  of  Canada  waS]'; 
completed,   rutnorii  were   widely  circulated,  that  oi 
dilTcrent  system   would  be  pursued,  that  the  char-V 
ters  would  be  taken  away,  and  the  colonies  reduced-I 
\  to  royal  governments.     The  offices  of  the  customs  f 
began  at  once  to  enforce  with  strictness,  all  the  acts'* 
of  parliament   regulating  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  \ 
several  of  wliJch  had  been  suspended,  or  become  '^' 
obsolete,  and   thus  had  never  been  executed  at  all. 
The  good  will  of  the  colonists  or  their  legislatures, 
was  no  longer    wanted   in  the   prosecution    of  the 
war ;  and  tbe  commissioners  of  the  customs  were 
permitted  and  directed    to  enforce   the  obnoxioui 
acts.     Governor  Bernaixl,  who  was  always  a  suppor- 
ter of  the  royal  prerogative,  entered  fully  into  these 
views,  and  shewed  by  his  opinion,  his  appointments 
and  his  confidential  advisers,  that  his  object  would 
be,  to  Extend  the  power  of  the  government  to  any 
limits,  which  the  ministry  mi^ht  authorize. 

The  first  demonslnition  of  the  new  course  intend- 
ed to  be  pursued,  was  tlic  arrival  of  an  order  in 
Council  to  carry  into  effect  ihc  Acts  of  trade,  and 
to  apply  to  the  supreme  judicature  of  the  Province, 
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for  Writs  of  Assistance^  to  be  granted  to  the  office  ni 
of  the  customs.  In  a  case  of  this  importance  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  Mr.  Paxton,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  customs  in  Boston,  consulted  with  the 
Government  and  all  the  crown  officers,  as  to  the 
^est  course  to  be  taken.  The  result  was,  that  he 
dir^ted  his  deputy  at  Salem,  Mr.  Cockle,  in  No- 
Tember  1760,  to  petition  the  Superior  Court,  then 
sitting  in  that  town,  for  **  writs  of  assistance."  Ste- 
phen Sewall*  who  was  the  Chief  Justice,  expressed 
great  doubt  of  the  legality  of  such  a  writ,  and  of 
the  authority  of  the  Court  to  grant  it.  None  of  the 
other  judges  said  a  word  in  favour  of  it ;  but  as  the 
application  was  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  it  could 
not  be  dismissed  without  a  hearing,  which  after  con- 
sultation was  fixed  for  the  next  term  of  the  Court, 
to  be  held  in  February,  1761,  at  Boston,  when  the 
question  was  ordered  to  be  argued.  In  the  inter- 
val. Chief  Justice  Sewall  died,  and  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor Hutchinson  was  made  his  successor,  thereby 
uniting  in  his  person,  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor with  the  emoluments  of  the  commander  of  the 
castle,  a  member  of  the  Council,  Judge  of  Probate 
and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  !t     This 


*  Stopheo  Sewall,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  belonged  to  one 
of  the  most  respectable  fapiiliesin  New  England,  which  has  produced  sere- 
ral  learned  and  able  men.  This  gentleman  stood  very  high  in  public  esteem, 
for  his  honour,  integrity,  moderation,  and  great  benevolence.  He  died  in 
December,  1760;  and  the  loss  of  this  impartial,  high  minded  magistrate,  at 
that  critical  period,  was  rightly  esteemed  a  public  misfortune. 

t  Besides  these  offices  held  by  himself,  one  of  his  brothers  in  law  was 
Stcretary  of  Bute,  and  thea  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  .a  mem^ 
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appointment  was  unexpected  and  alarming  to  all  re- 
Acctii^  minds;  because  it  was  evident,  that  this  inw 
portant  place  could  nit  have  been  given  to  a  man 
who  already  held  so  many  offices,  some  of  which 
were  quite  incompatible  with  the  place  of  Chief 
Justice,  unless  seconding  the  designs  of  government 
in  all  cases,  was  to  be  the  excuse  and  the  return 
for  such  extraordinary  favours. 

There  were  some  circumstances  of  a  personal 
kind  connected  with  this  appointment,  that  formed 
the  ground  work  for  very  malicious  and  absurd  mi^ 
representation.  It  was  generally  believed,  that  the 
place  of  Chief  Justice,  whenever  it  should  become 
vacant,  had  been  promised  by  Govenior  Shirley  to 
James  Otis^s  father,  and  that  revenge  for  the  disap- 
pointment was  the  cause  of  all  his  subsequent  oppo- 
sition. The  language  that  was  imputed  to  him  by 
common  report  on  this  occasion,  and  which  has 
been  transmitted  down,  was  according  to  one  ver- 
sion, "  that  he  would  set  the  province  in  Sames, 
though  he  perished  in  the  (ire"  or  according  to  ano- 
ther, in  part  of  a  well  known  line,  Acheronta  moot' 
6q.-*  though  neither  of  these  speeches  was  ever 
authenticated.  That  Otis  should  have  perceived, 
as  clearly  as  any  man,  the  impropriety  and  the  dan- 
ger of  giving  so  many  incongruous  offices  to  me  in- 
dividual ;  that  he  would  readily  infer  that  the  nomina- 

1<«r  of  thp  Council.  Aft«nirard>  one  of  Ifaem  wat  CommiHionti  of  iluipi^ 
■nd  when  Hutchinaon  became  Gomaoi,  hii  •oui  wan  caneigaeei  of  the  Taa  : 
Uie  grceiliiwcs  oftbiB  r>nii1;  waa  unifocm. 

'  Flecleia  si  neflueo  Sufieroa,  Aclicroiita  inOTcbo, 
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tioD  could  not  have  been  made  except  from  sinister 
views,  that  he  should  have  felt  disgust  and  indigna- 
tion at  the  rapacity  which  could  seek  for  such  a 
monopoly  of  offices ;  that  his  quick  and  geqerous 
feelings  should  be  roused  at  what  he  might  consider 
an  injury  to  a  parent,  is  natural ;  but  that  his  public 
career  should  have  been  forever  guided  by  this 
transient  emotion,  is  preposterous  and  impossible. 
It  supposes  a  degree  of  dishonesty  inconsistent  with 
the  powerful  talents,  which  even  his  bitterest  ene- 
mies acknowledged.  If  he  had  not  been  governed 
by  principle,  and  taken  the  side  which  duty  dic- 
tated, he  was  acting  a  part  in  sheer  folly ;  for  his 
talents,  which  led  all  the  measures  of  opposition  for 
a  series  of  years,  would  have  been  retained  on  the 
opposite  side  at  any  price,  and  if  his  purpose  had 
been  only  to  revenge  his  father^s  cause,  the  cer- 
tain mode  of  doing  so,  would  have  been  to  take 
part  with  the  government.  The  motives  of  human 
conduct  are  seldom  unmixed,  and  even  the  best  men 
may,  through  the  infirmities  of  nature,  have  some  alloy 
with  their  noblest  intentions.  But  there  is  no  surer 
mark  of  a  base  and  envious  mind,  than  the  belief, 
that  narrow,  sordid  views,  can  be  the  exclusive 
means  of  giving  to  eminent  men  a  lasting  impulse  in 
the  career  of  public  life.* 

*  In  writiDg  upon  thif  topic,  Mr.  Adams  remarks  :  <Mt  is  proToking,  and  it  is 
astonishing  and  it  it  humiliating,  to  see  how  calumny  sticks  and  is  transmitted 
Irom  age  to  age.  Mr.  ~~-  is  one  of  the  last  men  that  I  should  have  expect- 
ed to  have  swallowed  that  execrable  lie,  that  Otis  had  no  patriotism.  The 
father  wat  refused  an  office  worth  1200L  old  tenor,  or  about  120/.  Sterling, 
asd  the  refusal  wae  ao  loss,  for  his  practice  at  the  bar  was  worth  much  more ; 


-  -vv. 
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The  mercantile  part  of  the  coniniunitj  vas  in  a 
■tate  of  great  anxiety,  as  to  the  result  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  officers  of  the  Customs  called  upon  Otis 
for  his  official  assistance,  as  Advocate  General,  to 
argue  their  cause.  But,  as  he  believed  these  writa 
to  be  illegal* and  tyrannical,  he  refused.  He  would 
not  prostitute  his  office  to  the  support  of  an  oppres- 
sive act ;  and  with  true  delicacy  and  dignity,  being 
unwilling  to  retain  a  station,  in  which  he  might  be 
expected  «r  called  upon  to  ai^ue  in  support  of  such 
odious  measures,  he  resigned  it,  though  the  situation 
was  very  lucrative,  and  if  filled  by  an  incumbent 
with  a  compliant  spirit,  led  to  the  highest  favours 
of  government. 

The  merchants  of  Salem  and  Boston,  applied  to 
Mr.  Pratt*  to  undertake  their  cause,  who  was  also 


tot  Colonel  Oiii  wai  a  lawyer  in  prciGlitbtf  practice,  anil  hi*  Mit  in  the  tegit- 
Ulure  gHVC  him  moic  power  uiid  more  liuoour ;  toi  ihia  trfiiKtl,  the  k>d  raiign- 
•U  >n  odicc  which  lie  lieM  frnin  the  Crown,  worlfa  iwire  (hut  lum:  Tha  Ma 
muM  hnve  been  n  innit  dutiful  and  affectionnie  child  to  Ihe  fiitlwi ;  or  nthet 
mwiiiUhusiLisIicnlJr  njiil  fremically  affeciioniile." 

•  Benj:iniiii  PiaK,  Chief  JuEtico  n(  Now  Yoik,  wa,  gifieri  b;  nature  witk 
Birong  lalenl  nnci  eiieiEy  of  minri,  and  lip  itff'irdft  a  sitiliiiii;  eiomple  how  thcH 
may  raice  one  liom  B  humble  lot,  and  mdke  ctsii  Falaniiiy  Ihc  foundalioa  of 
proapcrily.  Mr.  FratI  wat  bred  a  mechanic,  and  mpi  with  a  wtioui  injuij 
thai  disabled  him  fioin  piiiBuiiig  his  iradc.  He  turned  bii  mind  to  >iud),  *>cot 
to  collcKe,  and  looli  hii  drgres  at  Cambridge,  1737.  Hr  studied  law,  and  nm 
to  great  di^tiiictiiin  at  the  bar.  Through  Ibe  fricncltliip  of  GoTeinor  Pownat, 
he  was  made  Chief  Juiitre  of  New  Yoih,  in  1T6I ;  and  on  hi>  Gm  arriial 
there,  «a>  looked  al  by  the  Judges  and  the  bar  with  rfKrve  and  diilikc,  rmm 
hia  being  brought  from  another  piovince  to  prceiilc  over  (hem.  A  caoie  t>f 
great  difficulty  which  bad  been  many  ycati  depending,  being  brought  up  loon 
•fter  ha  had  taken  b'n  leal,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  ditplayiog  Ibe  depth 
and  acutaneu  ofhii  intellect,  and  the  uiundncti  of  tail  judgment,  and  MCtirad 
for  him  al  once,  the  public  respect.  He  wrote  ume  pulliical  ewayi  on  the  lop- 
iciof  tbedny:  and  a  few  remaining  fragmenU  in  tcimoI 
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solicited  to  engage  on  the  other  side ;  but  he  declin- 
ed taking  any  part,  being  about  to  leave  Boston  for 
New  York,  of  which  province  he  had^en  appoint- 
ed Chief  Justice.  They  also  applied  to  Otis  and 
Thacher,  who  engaged  to  make  their  defence,  and 
probably  both  of  them  without  fees,  though  very 
great  ones  were  offered.  The  language  of  Otis 
was,  ^  in  such  a  cause,  I  despise  all  fees.'^ 

Mr.  Thacher,  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Otis  in  this 
great  cause,  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  bar  in  Boston,  was  a  fine  scholar,  and  possessed 
of  much  general  learning.  He  received  his  degree 
at  Cambridge  in  1738;  he  first  studied  divinity,  and 
began  to  follow  a  profession  which  had  been  that 
of  his  ancestors  for  several  generations,  but  his  voice 
being  too  weak  for  the  pulpit,  he  gave  it  up  to 
study  law.  His  family  was  one  of  the  most  respec- 
table in  the  Province,  and  his  own  character  and 
manners  were  such,  as  to  secure  affection  and  es- 
teem. Unassuming  and  affable  in  his  deportment, 
of  strict  morality,  punctual  in  his  religious  duties, 
and  with  sectarian  attachments  that  made  him,  like 
a  large  majority  of  the  people,  look  with  jealousy 
and  enmity  on  the  meditated  encroachments  of  the 
Ef^lidh  hierarchy,  he  was  in  all  these  respects  fit- 
ted to  be  popular.  To  these  qualities  he  joined 
the  niost  pure  and  ardent  patriotism,  and  a  quick 
preception  of  the  views  of  those  in  power.  He  had 
been  for  a  long  time  watchful  of  Hutchinson's  ambi- 


prove  that  bp  potsefsed  both  taste  and  talent  for  poetry.    He  presided  over 
tke  Courts  of  New  York  but  two  years,  dying  in  1763,  at  the  age  of  64. 


% 
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tion,  but  when  he  heard  of  his  takii^  the  place  of 
Chief  Justice,  he  no  longer  restrained  his  feelings, 
but  on  all  ocdkions  spoke  of  him  with  the  contempt 
and  indignation,  that  his  selfishness  and  sinister  con- 
duct deseiTed.  The  opposition  of  Thacher  gare 
the  government  great  uneasiness :  his  disposition 
and  habits  secured  public  confidence,  and  while  hit 
moderation  preserved  him  from  the  imputation  of 
ambition,  his  learning  and  ability  gave  weight  to  his 
opinions,  and  prevented  him  from  being  considered 
as  under  the  influence  of  others.  Such  a  man 
might  be  esteemed  an  impartial  umpire  between 
the  government  and  the  people,  and  his  example 
had  naturally  great  weight  with  them.  There  was 
no  pretext  for  assigning  any  unworthy  motive  for 
the  part  he  took ;  and  he  was  therefore  the  more 
to  be  dreaded.  Mr.  Adams  says,  **  they  hated  him 
worse  than  they  did  James  Otis  or  Samuel  Adame^ 
and  they  feared  him  more,  because  they  had  no 
revei^  for  a  father's  disappointment  of  a  seat  on 
the  Superior  bench  to  impute  to  him,  as  they  did  to 
Otis." 

He  published  some  essays  on  the  subjectof  an 
alteration  proposed  by  Hutchinson  relative  to  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver ;  in  which  controverej,  as 
will  be  noticed  hereafter,  Otis  took  part  on  the 
same  side.  Thacher  also  wrote  a  pamphlet  against 
the  policy  of  the  Navigation  Act,  and  the  Acts  of 
Trade.  This  pamphlet  is  entitled  "The  Senti- 
ments of  a  British  American"  printed  in  1764.  It 
is  temperate,  though  earnest,  and  well  written,  the 
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hardship  and  impolicy  of  these  measures  is  very 
ablj  illustrated — 'His  motto  is  a  fable  of  Phoedrus, 
of  which  the  close  is  a  key  to  his  sentiments 

Ergo  quid  refert  mea 
Cui  serviam  ?  clitellas  dum  portem  meas. 

He  died  of  a  pulmonary  complaint,  aggravated  by 
his  excessive  anxiety  respecting  public  affairs  in 
1765,  after  having  been  two  years  in  the  legislature 
from  the  town  of  Boston.* 

The.  trial  took  place  in  the  Council  Chamber  of 
the  Old  Town  House,  in  Boston.  This  room  was 
situated  at  the  east  end  of  that  building,  and  like 
all  the  interior  parts,  has  since  undergone  various 
alterations.  A4  that  time  it  was  an  imposing  and 
elegant  apartment,  ornamented  with  two  splendid 
full  length  portraits  of  Charles  H.  and  James  H. 
The  Judges,  in  those  days,  in  conformity  to  European 
practice,  attached  a  part  of  their  official  dignity  to  a 

*  ''  Not  long  before  his  death,'*  says  President  Adams,  <'  he  sent  for  me,  to 
commit  to  my  care  some  of  his  business  at  the  bar.    I  asked  him  whether 
he  had  seen  the  Virginia  resolves  :  <<  Oh  yes — they  are  men  !  they  are  noble 
spirits  !     It  kills  me,  to  think  of  the  lethargy  and  stupidity  that  prevails  here, 
I  long  to  be  out.    I  will  go  out — I  will  go  out — I  will  go  into  Court  and  make 
a  speech,  which  shall  be  read  after  my  death,  as  my  dying  testimony  against 
this  infernal  tyranny,  which  they  are  bringing  upon  us.**    Seeing  the  violent 
agitation  into  which  it  threw  him,  I  changed  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  retired.     He  had  been  coAfined  for  some  time.    Had  he  been   abroad 
among  the  people,  he  could   not  have  complained   so  pathetically  of  the 
**  lethargy  and  stupidity,^  for  town  and  country  were  all  alive  ;  and  in  Au- 
gust, became  active  enough,  and  some  of  the  people  proceeded  to  unwarran- 
table exces6es,  which  were  more  lamented  by  the  patriots,  than  by  their  ene- 
mies.    Mr.  Thach«r  soon  died,  deeply  lamented  by  all  the  friends  of  their 
country." 
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nooiliar  costume,  which  in  later  times  they  have 
here  disrarded.  Their  dress  was  composed  of  vo- 
hiiiiiiious  wig!^,  broad  bands,  attd  robes  of  scarlet 
elotli.  The  Ju:!j(cs  were  five  in  number,  including 
Lifiitenaiit  Guvenior  Hutchinson,  who  presided  aa 
Chief  Justice.  The  room  was  filled  with  all  the 
ofTicors  of  government,  and  the  principal  citizens,  to 
hi-tr  the  arirumenls  In  a  cause,  that  inspired  the 
d«.'e|»est  solicitude. 

The  case  was  opened  bv  Mr.  Gridley,  who  argu- 
ed it  with  much  learning,  ingenuity  and  dignity,  urg- 
in-  every  point  and  authority,  that  could  be  found 
after  the  most  diligent  starch,  in  favour  of  the  Cus- 
tom house  petition ;  making  all  his  reasonii^  de- 
pLMid  on  this  cnnsideralion — ^"  if  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  is  the  sovereign  legislator  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire."*  He  was  fullowed  by  Mr.  Thacher 
on  the  opposite  side,  whose  reasoning  was  ingenious 
and  able,  delivered  in  a  tone  of  great  mildness  and 
moileration.  '■  Bui."  in  the  language  of  President 
Adams.  "  Otis  was  a  flame  of  fire  ;  with  a  prumpti- 


I  *    rwa  iummarT  arcDiinl  of  Mf.  (ui'tl"}'!  nreuuivnl.  U  TiODi  P-«fid«nt  \d- 

!  ant~  Iriieri.     In  MriwiV  HUtxry,  VlI.  i.  |>.  «7.  A  thnt  italemtni  orhit  arfiK 

I  mciil  <«  ^i'rii,  nrhli-h  I 'thli  t<>  ■!■*«  tlini  tbii'  ii<ii  n'ii<  fuiiiKleii  on  tlatutoof 

I  ihrl^ih^ull-ltii of  Cii^.W  II.:  ani>  Hip ai>Un..ijcrilii'S.ip  .••:>? r'.unii.thia 
P-nvinrr  to  van!  it,  <•.•»  t-<  he  (!f rin-'l  fi aui  ihc  riPluli  ofihr  Tl!i  an-l  9th  of 
Wiiliiin  ni..  « liirh  K've  iiffi'Tf It  Dl  thr  rev"Ui>t  ill  t'li- C.1I11II -r  (lir  iDuw  |Mi««M 
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tude  of  classical  allusions,  a  depth  of  research,  a 
rapid  summary  of  historical  events  and  dates,  a  pro- 
fusion of  legal  authorities,  a  prophetic  glance  of  his 
eyes  into  futurity,  and  a  rapid  torrent  of  iHipclnous 
eloquence,  he  hurried  away  all  b  d^re  him./  Ameri- 
can Independence  was  then  and  there  born.  Tlic 
seeds  of  patriots  and  heroes,  to  defend  the  JVon  sine 
Dtis  animosus  infans  ;*  to  defend  the  vigorous  youth, 
were  then  and  there  sown.  Every  man  of  an  im- 
mense croudcd  audience  appeared  to  me  to  go  away 
as  I  did,  ready  to  take  arms  against  Writs  of  Assis- 
tance. Then  and  there,  was  the  first  scene  of  the 
first  act  of  opposition,  to  the  arbitrary  claims  of 
Great  Britain.  Then  and  there,  the  child  Indepen- 
dence was  born.  In  fifteen  years,  i.  e.  in  177(),  he 
grew  up  to  manhood  and  declared  himself  free.'' 

**  There  were  no  sten(^raphers  in  those  days,"  to 
give  a  complete  report  of  this  momentous  harangue. 
How  gladly  would  be  exchanged  for  it,  a  few  hun- 
dred verbose  s|)eeches  on  some  of  the  miserable, 
transient  topics  of  the  day,  that  are  circulated  in 
worthless  profusion.  Yet  on  this  occasion,  "  the 
seeds  were  sown,"  and  though  some  of  them  doubt- 
less fell  by  the  wayside  or  on  stony  places,  others  fell 


*  This  allusion  is  to  \^t  Alliance.  Me  /a/,  »tnick  iu  Paris.  One  siric  of  whicli 
contains  the  head  of  Liberty,  witii  the  wotds  Liberiat  Jlmtrieana^  4th  Jul j 
1776,  and  on  the  reverse  a  robust  infant  struggling  with  the  8erpf>nt,  attacked 
by  a  Lion,  (England)  defended  by  Minerva,  (France)  who  interposes  a  shield 
with  the  flturs  de  lit,  and  on  which  the  Lion  fastens :  the  motto,  furnished 
by  Sir  William  Jones,  JS'on  sine  diis  animosus  infans,  and  underneath  thr 


dates    17^,   1777. 
10""'17«1. 
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on  good  ground,  and  sprang  up  and  increased  and 
brought  forth  in  due  season,  thirty,  sixty  and  an 
hundred  fold.  Of  the  vigour  of  some  of  the  soil 
that  received  this  seed,  the  preceding  quotation  is 
a  living  and  most  ehiqiient  proof.  It  indeed  af- 
fords some  compensation  for  the  absence  of  contem- 
porary records,  and  the  subse<jueiit  neglect  of  this 
great  leading  transaction,  that  one  of  the  hearers, 
after  the  lapse  of  sixty  years,  with  all  the  authority 
which  venerable  age  and  illustrious  services  can 
confer,  should  have  called  the  attention  of  his 
countrymen  to  the  subject ;  and  by  a  rare  and  felici- 
tous force  of  memory,  carrying  back  their  regards 
over  the  course  of  two  generations,  have  exhibited 
with  a  magical  effect  through  the  obscurity  of  time, 
an  impressive  and  brilliant  sketch,  of  one  of  the  first 
struggles  that  led  to  their  national  existence. 


ctiaptrv  2?K. 


Otii't  ^ptteh  in  the  Came  of  the  Wnti  of  AuiiUaiet. 

Anxietv  and  expectation  were  raised  to  the  ut- 
most  in  the  minds  of  all  parties,  to  hear  the  argument 
of  Otis,  which  he  began  in  the  following  manner.* 

Lia  inkm  frnm  M'mot's  Hlstor}-,  Vol.  &. 
II  Adftm*,  that  they  were  derived  firoa 
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^  MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  HONOURS, 

"  I  was  desired  by  one  of  the  Court  to  look  into 
the  books,  and  consider  the  question  now  before 
them  concerning  Writs  of  Assistance.  I  have  ac- 
cordinglj  considered  it,  and  now  appear  not  only  in 
obedience  to  your  order,  but  likewise  in  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  who  have  presented 
another  petition,  and  out  of  regard  to  the  liberties  of 
the  subject.  And  I  take  this  opportunity  to  de- 
clare, that  whether  under  a  fee  or  not,  (for  in  such 
a  cause  as  this  I  despise  a  fee,)  I  will  to  my  dying 
day  oppose  with  all  the  powers  and  faculties  God 
has  given  me,  all  such  instruments  of  slavery  on  the 
one  hand,  and  villany  on  the  other,  as  this  writ  of 
assistance  is. 

"  It  appears  to  me  the  worst  instrument  of  arbi-  1/ 
trary  power,  the  most  destructive  of  English  liber- 
ty and  the  fundamental  principles  of  law,  that  ever 
was  found  in  an  English  law  book.  I  must  there- 
fore beg  your  honoui*s'  patience  and  attention  to 
the  whole  range  of  an  argument,  that  may  perhaps 
appear  uncommon  in  many  things,  as  well  as  to 
points  of  learning  that  are  more  remote  and .  un- 
usual :  that  the  whole  tendency  of  my  design  may 
the  more  easily  be  perceived,  the  conclusions  better 
descend,  and  the  force  of  them  be  better  felt.  I 
shall  not  think  much  of  my  pains  in  this  cause,  as  I 
engaged  in  it  from  principle.     I  was  solicited   to 

some  iroperfect  notes,  taken  by  him  at  tho  time,  which  wpro  afterwards  car- 
ried off  bj  fome  individual,  who  <<  interpolated  them,  with  some  bombastic 
cspieisloiif  of  his  own^"  and  printed  them  in  a  newspaper. 
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argue  this  cause  as  Advocate  General ;  and  becftiise  1 
would  not,  I  have  been  charged  with  desertion  from 
my  office.  To  this  chaise  1  can  give  a  very  sufii- 
cieiit  answer.  I  renounced  that  office,  and  I  ai^e 
this  cause  from  the  same  principle  ;  and  1  argue  it 
with  the  greater  pleasure,  as  it  is  in  favour  of  Bri- 
tish liberty,  at  a  time  when  we  hear  the  greatest 
monarch  upon  earth  declaring  from  his  throne,  that 
he  glories  in  the  name  of  Briton,  and  that  the 
'.privileges  of  his  people  are  dearer  to  him  than  the 
'most  valuable  prerogatives  of  his  crown  ;/and  it  is  ia 
lopposition  to  a  kind  of  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
'■in  former  periods  of  English  history,  cost  one  Kii^ 
of  Engiand  his  head,  and  another  his  throne.  I 
have  taken  more  pains  in  this  cause,  than  I  ever  will 
take  again,  although  my  engaging  in  this  and  ano- 
ther popular  cause  has  raised  much  resentment. 
But  I  think  1  can  sincerely  declare,  that  I  cheerfully 
submit  myself  to  every  odious  name  for  conscience 
sake  :  and  from  my  soul  I  despise  all  those,  whose 
^ill,  malice,  or  folly  has  made  them  my  foes.  Let 
the  consequences  be  what  they  will,  I  am  deteiv 
mined  to  proceed.  The  only  principles  of  public 
coitdiict,  that  are  worthy  of  a  gentleman  or  a  man, 
are  to  sacrifice  estate,  ease,  health,  and  applause, 
and  even  life,  to  the  sacred  calls  of  his  ctHintry. 

^  These  manly  sentiments,  in  private  life,  make 
the  good  citizen;  in  public  life,  the  patriot  and  the' 
hero.  I  do  not  say,  that  when  brought  to  the  test, 
I  shall  he  invincible.  I  pray  God  I  may  never  be 
brought  to  the  melancholy  trial,  but  if  ever  I  should. 
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it  will  be  then  known  how  far  I  can  reduce  to  prac* 
ticc,  principles,  which  I  know  to  be  founded  in  truth. 
In  the  mean  time  I  will  proceed  to  the  subject  of 
this  writ.** 

It  appears  that  some  of  these  writs  had  been 
issued,  though  by  what  authority  is  not  stated ;  and 
the  officers  of  the  revenue  were  afraid  to  make  use 
of  them,  unless  they  could  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
superior  court,  which  had  led  to  the  application. 
It  is  impossible  to  devise  a  more  outrageous  and 
unlimited  instrument  of  tyranny,  than  this  proposed 
writ  I*  and  it  camiot  be  wondered  at,  that  such  an 
alarm  should  have  been  created,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered to  what  enormous  abuses  such  a  process 
might  have  led.  The  following  paragraph  from 
the  report  of  Otis'  speech  before  quoted,  will  serve 
to  shew  what  kind  of  instrument  was  here  prayed 
for,  and  some  results  that  might  have  been  expect- 
ed from  it. 

"  Your  Honours  will  find  in  the  old  books  con- 
cerning the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  prece- 
dents of  general  warrants  to  search  suspected  houses. 
But  in  more  modern  books,  you  will  find  only  spe- 
cial warrants  to  search  such  and  such  houses, 
specially  named,  in  which  the  complainant  has  be- 
fore Bwom  that  he  suspects  his  goods  are  conceal- 


*  "  The  fom  of  this  writ,  was  no  where  to  be  found  ;  in  no  statute,  no  law 
book,  DO  volume  of  eolres :  neither  in  Rastall,  Coke,  or  Fitzherbort.  nor  even 
in  the  Tostructor  Clencalis,  or  Buri'.y  Justice.  Where  then  v-is  it  to  be 
foncd?  No  where,  but  in  the  imagiiiatinn  oi  inveiuion,  of  Bositon  Ci«9toin 
House  Officers,  Royal  Governors,  West  India  PI  ante  rf,  or  J\  uval  Cominan* 
dert."  '  President  Adams'  Lttters. 
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ed ;  and  will  find  it  adjudged,  that  special  wairanfl 
only,  are  l^;al.  In  the  same  manner  I  rely  oq  it, 
\  that  the  writ  prayed  for  in  this  petition,  being  gene- 
A  ral,  is  illegal.  It  is  a  power,  that  places  the  liberty 
^\  of  every  man  in  the  hands  of  every  petty  officer. 
I  say  I  admit  that  special  writs  of  assistance,  to 
search  special  places,  may  be  granted  to  certain 
persons  on  oath ;  but  I  deny  that  the  writ  now 
prayed  for  can  be  granted,  for  I  beg  leare  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  writ  itself,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  other  acts  of  Parliament/  In  the  first  place, 
the  writ  is  universal,  being  directed  '  to  all  and 
singular  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Constables,  and  all  other 
officers  and  subjects ;'  so  that,  in  short,  it  is  directed 
to  every  subject  in  the  King's  dominions.  Every 
one  with  this  writ  may  be  a  tyrant  in  a  legal  man- 
'  ner,  also  may  control,  imprison,  or  murder  any  ooe 
within  the  realm.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  perpetu- 
al, there  is  no  return.  A  man  is  accountable  to  no 
person  for  his  doings.  Every  man  may  reign  secure 
in  his  petty  tyranny,  and  spread  terror  and  desola< 
tion  around  him,  until  the  trump  of  the  arch-angel 
■hall  excite  ditTerent  emotions  in  liis  soul.  In  the 
third  place,  a  person  with  this  writ,  in  the  day  time. 
may  enter  all  houses,  shops,  &c.  at  will,  and  com- 
mand alt  to  assist  him.  Fourthly,  by  this  writ,  not 
only  deputies,  &c.  but  even  their  menial  servants,  are 
allowed  to  lord  it  over  us.  What  is  this  but  to 
have  the  curse  of  Canaan  with  a  witness  on  us ;  t« 
be  the  servant  of  servants,  I  he  most  despicable 
of  God's  creation?  \  Now  one  of  the  most  essential 
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branches  of  English  liberty  is  the  freedom  of  one's 
house.  A  man's  house  is  his  castle  ;  and  whilst  he 
is  quiet,  he  is  as  well  guarded  as  a  prince  in  his  cas* 
tie.  This  writ,  if  it  should  be  declared  legal,  would 
totally  annihilate  this  privilege.  Custom-house 
officers  may  enter  our  houses  when  they  please ; 
we  are  commanded  to  permit  their  entry.  Their 
menial  servants  may  enter,  may  break  locks,  bam, 
and  every  thing  in  their  way :  and  whether  they 
break  through  malice  or  revenge,  no  man,  no  court, 
can  inquire.  Bare  suspicion  without  oath  is  suffi- 
cient. This  wanton  exercise  of  this  power  is  not  a 
chimerical  suggestion  of  a  heated  brain.  I  will 
mention  some  facts.  Mr.  Pew  had  one  of  these 
writs,  and  when  Mr.  Wcare  succeeded  him,  he  en- 
dorsed this  writ  over  to  Mr.  Ware  :  so  that,  these 
writs  are  negotiable  from  one  officer  to  another ; 
and  so  your  H-jnours  have  no  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing the  persons  to  whom  this  vast  power  is  delcgat- 
ed*  Another  instance  is  this :  Mr.  Justice  Walley 
had  called  this  same  Mr.  Ware  before  him,  by  a 
constable,  to  answer  for  a  breach  of  the  sabbath-day 
acts,  or  that  of  profane  swearing.  As  soon  as  he 
had  finished,  Mr.  Ware  asked  him  if  he  had  done. 
He  replied.  Yes.  Well  then,  said  Mr.  Ware,  I  will 
shew  you  a  little  of  my  power.  I  commcmd  you  to 
permit  me  to  search  your  house  for  uncustomed 
goods;  and  went  on  to  search  the  house  from  the 
garret  to  the  cellar ;  and  then  served  the  constable 
in  the  same  manner !  But  to  shew  another  absur* 
dity  in  this  writ,  if  it  should  be  established,  I  insist 
10 
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upon  it  every  person  bj  the  14th   Charles  tecraidf 
has  this  power  as  well  as  the  Custom-House  officent- 
The  words  are,  "  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  pers<Hi 
or  persons  authorized,  &&"    **  What  a  scene  does 
this  open!     Every  man  prompted  by  revenge,  ill 
humou  -,    or  wantonness  to  inspect  the  inside  of  his 
neighbour's  house,  may   get  a  writ  of   assistance. 
Others  will  ask  it  from  self-defence ;  one  arbitrary 
exertion  will  provoke   another,  until  society  be  in- 
Tolved  in  tumult  and  in  blood." 
I     His  argument  in  this  cause  lasted  between  four 
I  and  five  hours,  and  the  summary  of  it  can  be  best, 
I  and  can  now  be   only  given,  in  the  words  of  PreaU 
\j  dent  Adams,  who  divides  it  into  five  parts  as  fol- 
\   lows :  1.  "  He  began  with  an  exordium,  containing 
an  apolc^  for  his  resignation  of  tha  office  of  ad- 
vocate general  in  the  court  of  admiralty ;   and  for 
his  appearance  in  that  cause  in  opposition  to  the 
crown,  and  in  favour  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  th* 
merchants  of  Boston  and  Salem." 

2.  **  A  dissertation  on  the  rights  of  man  in  a  state 
of  nature.  He  asserted,  that  every  man,  merely 
natural,  was  an  independent  sovereign,  subject  to  no 
law,  but  the  law  written  on  his  heart,  and  revealed 
to  him  by  his  Maker,  in  the  constitution  of  his  n»- 
\  ture,  and  the  inspiration  of  his  understanding  and  hii 
conscience.  His  right  to  his  life,  his  liberty,  no 
created  being  could  rightfully  contest.  Nor  wai 
his  right  to  his  property  less  incontestible.  Tha 
club  that  he  had  snapped  from  a  tree,  for  o  staff  m 
for  defence,  waa  his  own.     His  bow  and  arrow  were 
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his  own ;  if  by  a  pebble  he  had  killed  a  partridge  or 
a  squirrel,  it  was  his  own.  No  creature,  man  or 
beast,  had  a  right  to  take  it  from  him.  If  he  had' 
taken  an  eel,  or  a  smelt,  or  a  sculpion,  it  was  his 
property.  In  short,  he  sported  upon  this  topic  with 
so  much  wit  and  humour,  and  at  the  same  time  with 
so  much  indisputable  truth  and  reason,  that  he  was 
not  less  entertaining  than  instructive.  He  asserted, 
that  these  rights  were  inherent  and  inalienable. 
That  they  never  could  be  surrendered  or  alienated, 
but  by  ideots  or  madmen,  and  all  the  acts  of  ideots 
and  lunatics  were  void,  and  not  obligatory,  by  all  the 
laws  of  God  and  man.  Nor  were  the  poor  negroep 
forgotten.  Not  a  Quaker  in  Philadelphia,  or  Mr. 
Jefferson  of  Virginia,  ever  asserted  the  rights  of  ne- 
groes in  stronger  terms.  Young  as  I  was,  and  igno^ 
rant  as  I  was,  I  shuddered  at  the  doctrine  he 
taught ;  and  I  have  all  my  life  shuddered,  and  still 
shudder,  at  the  consequences  that  may  be  drawn 
from  such  premises.  Shall  we  say,  that  the  rights 
of  masters  and  servants  clash,  and  can  be  decided 
only  by  force  ?  I  adore  the  idea  of  gradual  aboli- 
tions !  but  who  shall  decide  how  fast  or  how  slowly 
these  abolitions  shall  be  made  ? 

3.  ^  From  individual  independence  he  proceeded 
to  association.  If  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  human  nature  to  say,  that  men  were  gregarious 
animals,  like  wild  geese,  it  surely  could  offend  no 
delicacy  to  say,  they  were  social  animals  by  nature ; 
that  there  were  natural  sympathies,  and  above  all, 
^e  sweet  attraction  of  the  sexes,  which  must  soon 


Ill 
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draw  them  together  in  little  groups,  and  by  de- 
grees in  larger  congregations,  for  mutual  assistance 
and  defence.  And  thii  must  have  happened  befura 
an^-  formal  covena.il,  by  express  woi-ds  or  signs,  was 
concluded.  When  general  councils  and  delibera- 
I  tions  commenced,  the  objects  could  be  no  other  than 
'  the  mutual  defence  and  security  of  every  individual 
\  for  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  his  pro|jcrty.  To  sup- 
pose them  to  have  surrendered  these  in  any  other 
way,  than  by  equal  rules  and  general  consent,  was  to 
suppose  them  ideots  or  madmen,  whose  acts  were 
never  binding.  To  suppose  them  surprised  by 
fraud,  or  compelled  by  force  into  any  other  compact, 
such  fraud  and  such  force  could  confer  no  obligation, 
JSvery  man  had  a  right  to  trample  it  under  foot 
whenever  he  pleased.  In  short,  he  asserted  these 
rights  to  be  derived  only  from  nature,  and  the  an- 
thor  of  nature  ;  that  they  were  inherent.  Inalienable, 
Euid  indefeasible  by  any  laws,  pacts,  ccmtracts,  cove-' 
nants,  or  stipulations,  which  man  could  devise. 

4,  "  These  principles  and  these  rights  were  wrought 
into  the  English  constitution,  as  fundamental  laws. 
And  under  this  head  he  went  back  to  the  old  Saxoa 
laws,  and  to  Magna  Charta,  and  the  fifty  confirmax 
tions  of  it  in  parliament,  and  the  executions  ordan> 
ed  against  the  violators  of  it,  and  the  national  reiH 
geance  which  Had  been  taken  on  them  from  time  to 
time,  down  to  the  Jameses  and  Charleses ;  and  to 
the  position  of  rights  and  the  bill  of  rights,  and  the 
revolution.  He  asserted,  that  the  security  of  these 
rights  to  life,  liberty  and  property,  had  been  tho 
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object  of  all  those  struggles  against  arbitrarj  power, 
temporal  and  spiritual,  civil  and  political,  military 
and  ecclesiastical,  in  every  age.  He  asserted,  that 
our  ancestors,  as  British  subjects,  and  we,  their  de- 
scendants, as  British  subjects,  were  entitled  to  all 
those  rights,  by  the  British  constitution,  as  well  as 
by  the  law  of  nature,  and  our  provincial  charier,  as 
much  as  any  inhabitant  of  London  or  Bristol,  or  any 
part  of  England ;  and  were  not  to  be  cheated  out  of 
them  by  any  phantom  of  ♦*  virtual  representation,*^ 
or  any  other  fiction  of  law  or  politics,  or  any  monk- 
ish trick  of  deceit  and  hypocrisy. 

5.  ^  He  then  examined  the  acts  of  trade,  one  by  )  V 
one,  and  demonstrated,  that  if  they  were  considered  In 
as  revenue  laws,  they  destroyed  all  our  security  of  / 
property,  liberty,  and  life,  every  right  of  nature,  and 
the  English  constitution,  and  the  charter  of  the 
province.  Here  he  considered  the  distinction  be- 
tween ^  external  and  internal  taxes,''  at  that  time  a 
popular  and  common  place  distinction.  But  he 
asserted  that  there  was  no  such  distinction  in  theo- 
ry, or  upon  any  principle  but  •'necessity.^  The 
necessity  that  the  commerce  of  the  empire  should  be 
under  one  direction,  was  obvious.  The  Americana 
had  been  so  sensible  of  this  necessity,  that  they  had 
connived  at  the  distinction  between  external  and  in- 
temsJ  taxes,  and  had  submitted  to  the  acts  of  trade 
as  regulations  of  commerce,  but  never  as  taxations,  or 
revenue  laws.  Nor  had  the  British  government, 
till  now,  ever  dared  to  attempt  to  enforce  them  as 
taxations  or  revenue  laws.  They  had  laid  dormant 
in  that  character  for  a  century  almost.     The  navi-^ 
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gation  act  he  allowed  to  be  binding  upon  us,  be- 
cause we  had  consented  to  it  by  our  own  legislature. 
Here  he  gave  a  history  of  the  navigation  act  of 
the  first  of  Charles  IL,  a  plagiarism  from  Oliver 
Cromwell.  This  act  had  lain  dormant  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1675,  after  repeated  letters  and  orderg 
from  the  King,  governor  Leverett  very  candidly  in- 
forms his  majesty,  that  the  law  had  not  been  execut- 
ed, because  it  was  thought  unconstitutional;  par- 
liament not  having  authority  over  us." 

Taking  a  rapid  survey  of  the  terrors  and  vexa* 
tions  the  colonists  were  exposed  to  under  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  their  tranquillity  under  the  Com- 
monwealth, he  came  to  the  first  fruits  which  they 
tasted  of  the  restoration,  to  the  celebrated  Naviga- 
tion Act ;  and  he  dwelt  upon  this  as  the  first  in  or- 
der, among  those  acts  which  were  now  to  be  en- 
forced by  the  Writs  of  Assistance.  The  main  pro- 
visions of  this  act  may  be  comprised  in  a  very  few 
words ;  nothing  should  be  imported  into  any  of  the 
English  possessions  in  Asia,  Africa  or  America,  ex- 
cepting in  vessels  belonging  to  the  people  of  England, 
I  Ireland,  Wales  or  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  and  besides  being  truly  built  and  owned  in 
said  possessions,  the  master  and  three  fourths  of  the 
sailors  must  be  English ;  and  no  goods  of  foreign 
production  should  be  brought  even  in  English  ship- 
ping, except  from  the  countries  that  produced  them. 

He  expatiated  on  the  narrow  exclusive  spirit  of 
this  statute  ;  but  he  would  not  deny  either  its  policy 
or  necessity,  at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  because 
England   was  then  surrounded  by   the   power  of 
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France,  Spain,  and  Holland ;  nor  would  he  blame 
the  conduct  of  Governor  Leyerett,*  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  in  adopting  it  in  1675,  after  it 
had  laid  dormant  for  fifteen  years.  It  was  a  sacri- 
fice they  were  obliged  to  make ;  but  he  contended, 
that  the  sacrifice  was  a  very  great  one  on  the  part 
of  the  colonies  in  general,  and  of  New  England  in 
particular,  and  above  all  to  the  town  of  Boston.  He 
thought  this  statute  ought  to  have  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  ambition  and  cupidity  of  the  mother 
country,  who  boasted  so  much  of  her  indulgence  and 
affection  for  her  colonies. 

The  navigation  act,  however,  was  wholly  prohibi-    . 
tory,  it  abounded  with  penalties  and  forfeitures,Jbut  h\ 
it  imposed  no  taxes.     The  distinction  therefore  was    ' 
vastly  great  between  this  and  the  Acts  of  Trade.    • 
Though  no  revenue  was  to  be  derived  from  this 
act,  still  it   was   intended  to   be   enforced  by   these 
Writs,  and  houses  were  to  be  broken  open  and  ran- 
sacked under  their  authority  to  enforce   it.     The   ' 
Writs  of  Assistance  were  thus  extended  in  a  man- 
ner, which  had  never  been  contemplated.     He  dis- 

*  Oorernor  LeTerett  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Lererett,  a  niliog  elder  of  the 
Arst  Church,  and  one  of  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  Boston.  He  h>id  been 
in  nnlitarj  life  abroad  before  be  received  employment  here,  which  happened 
In  164ty  whan  he  was  sent  to  demand  satisfaction  of  the  Sachem  Miantino- 
mo.  He  was  one  of  CrorowelPs  commissioners  in  1653,  to  make  war  against 
the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes  (New  York.)  He  was  afterwards  constantly  in  the 
publi  ■  •ervire •  He  was  in  England  at  the  restoration,  and  a  useful  advo- 
tate  for  Massachusetts  with  the  King,  who  did  not  look  with  much  com- 
placency on  a  colony,  whose  attachments  were  far  more  republican  than 
foyal.  Upon  his  return  to  Boston,  he  filled  various  offices,  and  was  made 
GoTemor,  in  1673,  and  was  chosen  annually  till  bis  death.  He  died  greatly 
Worad  aa4  laoMnted,  March  16th,  1678-9. 
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Gtwsed  moat  amply,  all  the  effects,  which  the  acts  of 
navigation  produced  upoa  the  colonies. 

There  are,  it  may  be  here  observed,  few  statutes 
enacted  by  any  nation,  that  have  been  more  impor- 
tant, or  excited  more  discussion,  than  the  English 
Dar^tioD  act  While  the  restrictive  and  monopo> 
Itzing  system  was  thought  to  be  sound  political  vt'u- 
dom,  this  act  as  forming  an  essential  part  of  it,  might 
be  considered  a  masterpiece  of  policy ;  but  in  pro* 
portion,  as  wiser  notions  of  national  policy  make  their 
way  into  the  councils  of  all  civilized  countries,  smd 
gradually  eradicate  the  false  and  narrow  prina^det 
of  less  enlightened  periods,  this  act,  which  has  been 
often  relaxed  in  its  operation,  will  probably  so  far  as 
foreign  trade  ia  concerned,  give  way  to  the  extension 
of  liberal  views  in  commerce ;  which  all  free  and 
industrious  nations  find  every  day  to  be  more  and 
more  productive  of  advantage  to  themselves,  as  well 
as  to  the  world  at  large.  Commerce  is  now  gra- 
dually enlarging  the  prosperity  and  the  rights  aS 
mankind  ;  and  wise  statesmen  begin  to  believe  more 
fully,  that  the  general  prosperity  increases  individual 
advantage ;  and  that  nations  gain  not  by  depressii^, 
but  by  a  free  intercourse  with  each  other.  This  act 
did  not  meet  with  universal  approbation  at  first,  and 
in  the  language  of  SJr  Josiah  Child  "some  wise  and 
honest  gentlemen  and  merchants  doubted,  whether 
the  inconveniences  it  has  brought  with  it,  be  not 
greater  than  the  conveniences."  It  is  a  curious  cir* 
cumstance,  that  this  act  which  has  been  cherished 
with  so  much  bigotiy  in  England,  and  which  inflicted 
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so  much  iDJurj  and  oppressioD  oo  tb^  Colonies,  and 
especially  oh  MassachusettSi  should  hay^e  originated 
from  one  of  her  own  progeny,  lor  such  was  its  au- 
thor, Sir  George  Downing,  of  whom  President 
Adams  speaks  in  the  following  manner. 

^  But  it  is  high  time  for  me  to  return  from  this 
ramble  to  Mr.  Otis'  quotations  from  Sir  Josiah 
Child,  whose  chapter  four,  page  105,  is  ^  concernii^ 
the  act  of  navigation.''  Probably  this  knight  was 
one  of  the  most  active  and  able  inflamers  of  the  na« 
tional  pride  in  their  navy  and  their  commerce,  and 
one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  that  enthusiasm  for 
the  act  of  navigation,  which  has  prevailed  to  this 
day.  For  this  work  was  written  about  the  year 
1677,  near  the  period,  when  the  court  of  Charles 
11.  began  to  urge  and  insist  on  the  strict  execution 
of  the  act  of  navigation.  Such  pride  in  that  statute, 
did  not  become  Charles,  his  court,  or  his  nation  of 
royalists  and  loyalists,  at  that  time.  For  shall  I 
blush,  or  shall  I  boast,  when  I  remember,  that  this 
act  was  not  the  invention  of  a  Briton,  but  of  an 
American.  George  Downing,  a  native  of  New  En- 
gland, educated  at  Harvard  College,  whose  name, 
office,  and  title  appear  in  their  catalogue,  went  to  \^ 
England  in  the  time  of  lord  Clarendon's  civil  wars,  \ 
and  became  such  a  favourite  of  Cromwell  and  the 
ruling  powers,  that  he  was  sent  ambassador  to.  Hoi* 
land.  He  was  not  only  not  received,  but  ill  trea- 
ted, which  he  resented  on  his  return  to  England,  by 
proposing  an  act  of  navigation,  which  was  adopted, 
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and  has  ruined  Holland,  and  would  have  ruined 
America,  if  she  had  not  resiBted. 

«  To  borrow  the  knguage  of  the  great  Dr.  Joha- 
son,  this  *  Dog*  Downing  mu9t  have  had  a  head  and 
brains,  or  in  other  words,  genius  and  address  :  but  if 
we  maj  beheve  history,  he  was  a  scoundreL  To  in- 
gratiate himself  with  Charles  II.  he  probably  not 
only  pleaded  his  merit  in  inventing  the  navigatioo 
act,  but  he  betrayed  to  the  block  some  of  hia  <dd 
republican  and  revolutionary  friends. 

"  But  where  is  Duwning's  statute  ?  British  policj 
has  suppressed  all  the  laws  of  England,  from  1648 
to  1660.  The  statute  book  contains  not  one  line. 
Such  are  records  and  such  is  history." 

From  the  navigation  act  the  advocate  passed  to 
the  Acts  of  Trade,  and  these,  he  contended,  imposed 
taxes,  enormous,  burthensome,  intolerable  taxes ;  and 
on  this  topic  he  gave  full  scope  to  his  talent,  f<»- 
powerful  declamation  and  invective,  against  the  tjf- 
\    ratmy  oftaxtUion  without  representation.*     From  the 

*  "It  bmppangd,"  (Myi  Buike  id  his  apeacU  on  tutation)  "foo  know. 
Sir,  that  the  gn&l  conieati  for  ftcedom  in  Ifaii  country,  ware  from  the  ewUeH 
timei  chisd;  upon  tbs  quettlon  of  taxing.  Mott  or  the  coutaiU  in  tiie  ma- 
cient  ConunoDweBltbi  turned  priiDBiiljr  ontbe  right  ofelectionof  n 
01  OD  Ibe  balance  among  the  Hvsral  ordert  or  th«  ttale.  Th 
money  wa«  not  with  them  eo  immediaM.  Bui  in  Englaad  it  * 
On  lhi>  point  of  taxei,  ttw  abieil  pent  and  moit  eloquent  toi^uei  have  beta 
•xercited  ;  the  greatetl  ■piriii  have  acud  and  auffered.  In  order  to  giTe  the 
fuUett  laliafkclioa  cnncaroing  the  importance  of  Ihii  point,  it  vai  not  only 
DcceiMry  for  tbow  who  in  argumant  defended  the  eicellenca  of  (he  Engliih 
conttilution,  to  iniisl  on  thii  privilage  of  granting  moaey  ai  a  dry  poiol  ot 
hcl,  and  to  provr,  tbal  Ibe  right  had  been  acknowledged  in  ancient  pwch- 
manti  and  blind  uaagei,  to  reude  in  a  certain  body  called  a  Uouaa  of  Com- 
mon*.   They  went  much  further,  tbey  allamplad  to  prove,  and  tbey  auc* 
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energy  with  which  he  urged  this  position,  that  taxa- 
tion without  representation  is  tyranny,  it  came  to  be 
a  common  maxim  in  the  mouth  t)f  every  one.  And 
with  him  it  formed  the  basis  of  all  his  speeches  and 
political  writings  ;  he  builds  all  his  opposition  to 
arbitrary  measures  from  this  foundation,  and  perpe- 
tually recurs  to  it  through  his  whole  career,  as  the 
great  constitutional  theme  of  liberty,  and  as  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  all  opposition  to  arbitrary 
power. 

The  first  of  these  acts  of  trade  on  which  he  com- 
mented was  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  ch.  7.  in  1663, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  trade" 
one  short  section  from  this  act  may  be  given  as  a 
type  of  them  all,  shewing  in  the  most  undisguised 
manner,  the  remorseless  spirit  of  colonial  monopoly. 
^  Sec  5.  And  in  regard  his  majesty's  plantations  be- 
yond the  seas  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his  sub- 

oMded,  that  in  theory  it  ought  to  be  so,  from  the  particular  nature  of  a 
House  of  Commons,  as  an  immediate  representative  of  the  people;  whether 
the  old  records  had  delivered  this  oracle  or  not.  They  took  infinite  pains 
to  ioculcate  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  in  all  monarchies,  the  people 
must  in  eflfect  themselves,  mediately,  or  immediately,  possess  the  power  of 
granting  their  own  money,  or  no  shadow  of  liberty  could  subsist.  The 
colonies  drew  from  you,  as  with  their  lifeblood,  these  ideas  and  principles. 
Their  love  of  liberty,  as  with  you,  fixed  and  attached  on  this  specific  point  of 
taxing.  Liberty  might  be  safe,  or  might  be  endangered  in  twenty  other 
particulars,  without  their  being  much  pleased  or  alarmed.  Here  they  felt 
its  pulse,  and  as  they  found  that  beat,  they  thought  themselves  sick  or  sound. 
I  do  not  say  whether  they  were  right  or  wrong,  in  applying  your  general 
arguments  to  their  own  case.  It  is  not  easy  indeed  to  make  a  monopoly  of 
theorems  and  corollaries.  The  lact  is,  that  they  did  thus  apply  those  gene- 
ral arguments ;  and  your  mode  of  governing  them  whether  through  wisdom 
or  mistake,  confirmed  them  in  the  imagination,  that  they  as  well  as  you,  had 
an  interest  in  these  common  principles." 
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jects  of  ths  his  kingdom  of  England,  for  the  main' 
taining  a  greater  corresptmdence  and  kindness  be> 
twcen  them,  and  keepit^  them  jet  m<H%  beneficial 
and  advantageous  unto  it,  in  the  funher  employment 
and  increase  of  English  shipping  and  seamen,  vent 
of  Englbh  wodlen  and  other  manufactures  and  com- 
modities, rendering  the  navigation  to  and  from  the 
same,  more  cheap  and  safe,  and  making  this  king- 
dom a  staple,  not  only  of  the  commoditie  of  these 
plantations,  but  also  of  the  commodities  of  other 
countries  and  places,  for  the  supplying  of  them ; 
and  it  beii^  the  usage  of  other  nations  to  keep  their 
plantations*  trade  to  themselves." — The  statute  then 
^  goes  on  to  enact  that  nothing  shall  be  imported  (« 
-exported  from  the  Colonies,  except  from  or  to  "  En- 
gland, Wales,  or  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed." 
It  may  be  imagined  from  the  ardent  character  of 
the  speaker,  what  must  have  been  the  tone  of  bisol^ 
sei'vations  on  these  ordinances.  Mr.  Adams  says,  that 
"  some  of  them  appeared  to  me  at  the  time,  youi^ 
as  I  was,  bitter." 

The  main  question  constantly  recurred,  where  k 

the  authority  for  the  writs  of  assistance  ?  After  all 

the  search  that  had  been  made  by  all  the  membera 

of  the  bar  who  had  been  employed  on  either  side, 

the  only  instance  where  the    words  could  be  found, 

i  was  in  a  statute  of  the    13th  and  14th  of  Charles 

I  the   second,   which  was  cited  by  Mr  Gridley,  and 

1  which  Otis  denied  to  be  either  authority  or  prece- 

\dent,  or  to  have  the  least  colour  of  either,  in  Amen- 

**  The  statute  was  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent 
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frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  his  majesty^s  cus- 
toms ;^  and  in  the  fifth  section,  which  had  reference 
to  prohibited  *  or  uncustomed  goods  being  found  on. 
board  of  vessels  after  clearance,  or  in  any  place  on 
shore,  it  is  provided  for  the  seizure  of  those  goods,  / 
that,  ^  it  shall  be  lawful   to  or  for,  any  person,  or/ 
persons,  authorized  by  writ  of  assistance  under  the  seat 
of  his  fMJesttfs  Court  of  Exchequer ^  to  take  a  constai 
Ue,  headborough,  or  other  puUic  officer,  inhabiting 
near  unto  the  place,  and  in  the  day  time   to  enter, 
and  go  into  any  house,  shop,  cellar,  warehouse,  or 
room,   or   other   place ;  and  in  case  of  resistance, 
to  break  open  doors,  chests,  trunks,  and  other  pack- 
1^,  there  to  seize  and  from  thence  bring,  any  kind 
of  goods  or  merchandize  whatsoever  prohibited  and 
uncustomed,  and  to  put  and  secure  the  same,  in  his  i 
Biajesty's  storehouse  in  the  port  next  to  the  place 
where  such  seizure   shall  be  made.'^     Another  act 
was  cited  in  connexion  with  this,  that  was  passed  in 
the  seventh  suid  eight  of  William  the  third,  chap. 
i&3d«  ^to  regulate  the  plantation  trade.'^ — This  statute 
expressly  recited  the  act  before  mentioned  of  Charles 
IL  which  it  went  to  inforce,  and  that  ^  like  assis- 
tfmce^  should  be  given  to  the  officers  as  in  the  act 
of  Charles — ^the  word  assistance  here  occurs  for  the 
seccmd,  and  last  time,  m  any  statute. 

But  in  the  former  of  these  acts,  and  in  the  latter, 
if  the  coQsthiction  can  be  allowed  to  authorize  a 
writ  of  assistance,  these  writs  were  to  be  issued  un- 
der the  sesd  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  were 
returnable  to  it^    Otis,  after  alluding  to  both  these 
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acts,  asked  with  triumphant  confidence,  **  where  it 
your  seal  of  his  majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer,  and, 
what  has  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  do  here  fj 
They  had  no  warrant  from  the  Exchequer  in  En- 
gland, and  could  not  assume  to  hare  any.  It  could 
not  be  pretended  that  the  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  had  all  the  powers  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  England  and  could  issue  warrants 
like  that  Court.  No  custom  house  officer  dared  say 
it,  or  instruct  his  counsel  to  say  it.  This  Court,  it  is 
true,  was  invested  with  all  the  power  of  the  Court 
of  King's  bench,  common  pleas  and  exchequer  in 
England  ;  but  this  power  was  given  by  a  law  of  the 
provincial  legislature,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested 
in  it  by  the  charter.  Yet  neither  Hutchinson  nor 
the  other  judges,  dared  say  that  this  Court  waa  hii 
majesty's  court  of  exchequer,  because  the  princi^e 
would  have  been  fatal  to  parliamentary  pretennoi& 
Otis  went  still  further  than  to  deny  the  juris^o- 
tion  of  the  court  of  exchequer;  its  warrants  and 
writs  were  never  seen  here,  or  if  they  were,  would 
be  only  waste  paper.  Such  a  "  writ  of  assistance" 
■   he  said,  might  become  the  reign  of  Charles*  the  se- 

*  CbslnKTi  in  hi*  Political  AddiIi,  relsting  tba  proucUoa  accordad  bf 
Charles  u>  the  fDlloweci  of  Gotioo,  againit  the  tjiannical  nwMuru  of  tba 
Ma«>cbiintK  goTsrnnirDt,  leniHrlui  "What  a  contrast  i«  tbeta  batirent 
the  good  naiuml,  caieleu  monarch  of  Eoglaod,  and  tlM4ua(*<Un|  and  !»> 
ui«itid  blgotB  of  MauachuMtii,  Whan  tbe  failbip  of  Charlai  II.  an 
mentioned,  it  ought  to  be  laraeoibereii,  thai  during  bii  rnigrt,  be  wtartad 
bImnU'  mtb  mora  than  uiual  vigour  in  praiecting  hi*  eubject*  againM  ite 
injuitica  and  oppreuion  of  that  government."  Vet  Chalmari,  whoia  Bnti> 
f  ath;  ii  Terj  itra«(  to  Ibe  puritan  foiclktbaii  of  MaifccbuMtca,  when  tpM^- 
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Qond  of  England,  and  he  would  not  dispute  the  taste  |  in  m 
of  the  parliament  of  England  in  passing  such  an  act,  /{J/^-^ 
nor  the  people  of  England  in  submitting  to  it;  but  m 
it  was  not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  this  coun-  j  /  i 
try.  He  insisted  further,  that  these  warrants  and  / 
writs  were  even  in  England  inconsistent  with  the  fj 
fundamental   laws,    the   natural   and    constitutional/ 

ing  of  their  intoltraDt  conduct  in  another  place,  observes :  "  We  think  with 
less  asperity  of  the  persecutors  of  such  men :  and  when  we  see  them  strug- 
gling with  disease  and  famine  in  the  wilderness,  we  are  too  apt  to  give  them 
less  of  our  pity,  than  humanity  would  otherwise  bestow.  There  is  nothing 
more  irregular  than  the  human  mind  when  governed  by  unnatural  impulses. 
The  general  Court,  while  persecuting  all  who  differed  from  it  in  opinion, 
leligious  or  political,  ordained,  <'  that  all  strangers  professing  the  christian 
religion,  who  shall  flee  to  this  country,  from  the  tyranny  of  their  persecu- 
tors, riiall  be  succoured  at  the  public  charge,  till  some  provision  can  be 
oiade  for  them^  and  that  body  received  with  a  benevolence  that  covereth  a 
multitude  of  faults,  the  Scots  <  whom  the  Lord  had  delivered  into  Crom- 
well's hands  at  Dunbar,'  and  who  were  transported  to  Massachusetts  to 
mdhr  for  their  own  credulity,  and  the  folly  of  their  rulers." 

The  intolerance  exercised  by  the  government  in  the  first  ages  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts colony,  is  a  sad  instance  of  human  weakness.  Yet  there  are  still 
more  apologies  for  them  than  those  mentioned  by  Chalmers.  The  sacrifices  they 
made  for  conscience  sake,  and  the  dangers  they  exposed  themselves  to,  serious 
enough  in  reality,  but  still  magnified  by  imagination,  could  only  be  sustained 
by  Dourisbing  a  solemn  feeling  of  their  being,  like  the  Jews,  a  chosen  people 
under  the  special  protection  of  Providence.  But  the  very  belief  in  this 
divine  protection,  naturally  made  them  think  very  harshly  of  those  who  -dif- 
fered from  them ;  and  these  "  poor  exiles  to  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth,'-- 
in  the  language  of  the  Massachusetts  Government  to  Cromwell ;  *<  these  dear 
taints  of  God"  as  the  deputies  of  the  league  in  1653  termed  the  inhabitants  of 
Connecticut,  exposed  to  the  machinations  of  the  Dutch  and  Indians  at  Man- 
hattan, thought  enors  of  faith,  the  most  heinous  of  all  crimes,  were 
destined  to  afford  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  maxim,  that  the  same  spirit 
that  will  suffer  martyrdom,  will  inflict  it.  As  to  Charles  II.  he  was  doubt- 
leti  a  much  pleasanter  companion  than  the  puritan  magistrates  of  Massa- 
chnsetts,  but  it  will  be  recollected,  that  *<  careless  and  good-natured"  as  he 
was,  all  his  measures  tended  to  the  establishment  of  tyranny ;  while  the 
policy  of  the  forefathers  of  New  England,  stern  and  bigotted  as  they  were 
M  eventually  to  the  attainment  of  freedom. 
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rights  of  the  subjects.  If,  however,  it  would  pleaM 
the  people  of  England,  he  might  admit  that  thej 
were  legal  there,  but  Dot  here. 

The  case  of  the  petitioners  was  attempted  to  be 
made  out,  by  a  scries  of  inferences  and  forced  coo* 
structions  of  the  most  sophistical  kind ;  whenerer 
they  could  Bnd  the  word  **  writ"  or  **  continued** 
or  "  assistance"  or  the  words  "court  of  exchequer,** 
they  produced  the  statute,  though  it  might  be  in  ex- 
press terms,  "  restricted  to  the  realm."  There  were 
several  acts  of  this  kind  passed  under  the  Stuart 
kings,  which  were  brought  forward.  Among  theM 
were,  **  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  Bay 
making,  in  the  Dutch  Hall  in  Colchester*' — and  an 
**  act  for  the  regulatit^  the  making  of  Kidderminster 
stuSs.**  There  seems  to  have  been  no  other  reasoo 
for  citing  these  statutes  than  their  having  cootained 
permission  ''to  enter,  search,  break  open  housea, 
shops,  cellars,  rooms,  casks,  boxes,'*  &c.  &c  .and  to  aeixe 
and  carry  away  **  certain  obnoxious  articles.**  These 
odious  and  violent  enactments,  which  have  at  all 
times  perhaps,  been  too  readily  passed  in  England, 
were  yet  limited  to  some  particular  manufacture, 
which  they  were  designed  to  encourage.  Many  erf 
them  were  brought  from  different  reigns,  in  which 
the  rights  of  the  subject  were  treated  with  little 
ceremcny,  in  favour  of  establishing  particular  manu- 
facturea,  and  of  destroying  foreign  rlvalship,  yet  all 
these  acts  were  confined  to  the  realm,  and  their 
operation  to  very  narrow  limits  within  it.  **  The 
wit,  the  humour,  the  irony,  the  satire  played  ol^  hf 
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Air.  Otis,  in  his  observations  on  these  acts  of  naviga- 
tion,  Dutch   Bays,  and  Kidderminster  stuffs,'^   ^^it 
would  be  madness  in  me,''  sajs  Mr.  Adams,  ^  to  pre- 
tend to  remember  with  any  accuracy.     But  I  do  say, 
that  Horace's  Irritate  mulcetj  verts  terroribus  impiety 
was  never  exemplified  in  my  hearing  with  so  great 
effect."     All  the  statutes  were  noticed  from  Charles 
II.  to  Geoi^e  III.  inclusive,  that  the  crown  officers 
thought  could  be  made  to  bear  on  the  question.     In 
the  examination  of  these  statutes,  and  especially  of 
those  called  the   acts  of  trade,  he  illustrated  their 
9|Hrit  and  tendency,  by  many  references  to  Child, 
Gee,  Ashley,  and  Davenant,  whose  works  on  Trade, 
and  the  Colonies,  were  a  commentary  on  these  acts. 
He  shewed  by  many  sound  and  striking  observations, 
how  unjust,  oppressive  and  impracticable  they  were  ; 
that  they  never  had  been  and  never  could  be  execu- 
ted ;  and  asserted  what  must  have  then  been  consid- 
ered  rather  .extravagant,  though    it  was  doubtless^ 
true,  **  that  if  the  King  of  Great  Britain  In  person  '\' 
were  encamped  on  Boston  Common,  at  the  head  of    I 
twenty  thousand  men,  with  all  his  navy  on  our  coast,  J 
he  would  not  be  able  to  execute  these  laws.     They^^ 
would  be  resisted  or  eluded."     When  he  came  to 
the  consideration,  of  ^^  an  act  for  the  better  security 
and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's   sugar 
Colonies  in  America,"  passed  the  6th  year  of  George 
II.  which  imposed  a  very  heavy  duty  on  foreign  su- 
gar and  molasses,  and  which  statute  contains  the  fol 
lowing  language ;  ^  we,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful 
and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 

12 
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assembled  iti  parliament,  have  given  and  ^remted  unto 
your  Majesty,  the  several  and  respective  duties  here- 
inafter meutioned,"  he  laid  down  maxims  which 
thenceforward  became  current  enough.  He  demon* 
sfrated  the  ini|>ortancc  of  these  two  articles  of 
molasses  and  sugar,  the  former  of  which,  especially, 
WM  connected  inseparably  with  the  fisheries,  with 
almost  all  the  commerce  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  its 
manufactui-es  and  agriculture,  tuvl  he  observed  by 
calculation  the  great  amount  of  revenue  that  would 
be  raised  by  it.  Ho  further  advanced  principles, 
that  must  have  been  heard  by  his  audience  with 
very  strong,  but  very  different  emotions,  when  **he 
asMcrted  this  act  to  be  a  revenue  law,  a  taxation  law, 
made  by  a  foreign  legislature,  without  our  consent. 
Land  by  a  legislature  who  had  no  feeling  for  us,  and 
J  whose  interest  prompted  them  to  tax  us  to  the 
I  quick."* 

I    The  last  ground  taken  by  him  in  commentii^  oa 

I  these   later  acts  of  trade,  was  their  incompatibUi^ 

I  with  the  charter  of  the  Colony.     He  went  over  the 

I  History  of  the  charters.  "  Neither  the  first  James  nor 

Nuharlcs  could  be  supposed  to  intend,  that  Parliament, 

which  they  both  hated  more  than  they  did  the  Pope 

or  the  French  kii^.  should  share  with  them  in  the 

government  of  colonies  instituted  by  their  royal  we- 

ix^tive."     «  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  were  not  tocen- 

sure   them  in  their  council.*'     Pym,  Hampden,  Sir 

Harr>-    Vane  and  Cromwell,  did  not  surely  wish  to 

*Fmid»Dt  Adami'  L«iien. 
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subject  a  country,  which  the j  sought  as  an  asylum, 
to  the  arbitrary  jurisdiction  of  a  country,  from  which 
they  wished  to  fly.     Charles  the  second  had  learned 
by  dismal,  doleful  experience,  that  parliaments,  were  /  /  -A 
not  to  be  wholly  despised.  He  therefore  endeavour-  //  \j 
ed  to  associate  parliament  with  himself,  in  his  naviga-  // 
tion  act,  and  many   others  of  his  despotic  projects,  ^ 
even  in  that  of  destroying  by  his  unlimited  licentious-  ^ 
ness  and  debauchery,  the  moral  character  of  the  na- 
tion.^'    In  pointing  out  the  violent  infringement  of 
the  charters,  from  Dummer's  defence  of  the  New 
England  charters,  he  bestowed  many  just  praises  on 
that  excellent  work.* 

In  thus  adverting  to  the  history  of  the  charters 
and  the  colony,  he  fell  naturally  on  the  merit  of 
its  founders,  in  undertaking  so  perilous,  arduous,  and 
almost  desperate  an  enterprise ;  in  ^^  disforesting  bare 


*  This  work  entitled  <<  a  defence  of  the  New  England  Charters  by  Jer. 
Dummer,''wa8  written  in  1721,  and  in  point  of  style  or  argument,  may  vie 
irith  any  American  production  before  the  Revolution.   Dummer  was  born  in 
Boston,  in  1699,  and  was  the  grandson  of  Richard  Dummer,  one  of  the  fathers 
of  Massachusetts.     He  was  educated  atCambridge,  and  Dr.  Mather,  who  was 
then  President  of  the  College,  pronounced  him  one  of  the  best  scholars  it  had 
produced.    He  afterwards  studied  at  Leyden,  where  Witzius,  professer  of 
theology,  spoke  of  him  in  very  high  terms.     He  received  a  learned  theological 
education,  but  afterwards  turned  his  attention  to  politics.     He  was  appointed 
ageot  of  the  Province  in  1710,  and  to  the  disappointment  of  his  countrymen  and 
probably  to  his  own  injury  eventually,  he  took  the  side  of  prerogative  ;  yet  he 
held  the  place  of  agent  eleven  years,  and  was  always  steadily  attached  to  his 
native  home.    He  spoke  several  languages,  and  his  talents  and  address  gave 
him  intimacy  and  influence  in  the  highest  circles.     He  was  employed  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  in  some  important,  secret  negociations,  and  was  promised  high 
promotion,  but  the  death  of  the  Queen  blasted  ail  his  hopes.     His  acquain- 
tance with  Bolingbroke  contributed  to  destroy  his  religious  principles.    He 
published  four  theological  dissertations  in  Latin,  the  defence  of  the  Charters, 
and  a  letter  on  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1712.    He  died  in  England  in 
May,  1739. 
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creation  ;'**  in  conciiiatii^  and  necessarily  contendiiw 
with  Indian  natives,  in  purchasing,  rather  than  coi^ 
quering,  a  quarter  of  the  globlc   at  their  own   ex- 
pense, bj  the  sweat  of  their  own  brows,  at  the  ha^ 
ard    and  sacrifice  of  their  own  lives ;  without    the 
smallest  aid,  assistance  or  comfort  from  the  govern* 
mcnt  of  England,  or  from  England  itself  as  a  nation. 
On  the    contrary,    meeting  with  constant  jealduay, 
envy,  intrigue  against  their  charter,  their   religion, 
and  all  their  privileges.     He  reproached  the  nation, 
'   parliament,  and  king  with  injustice,  illibcrality,  in- 
<  gratitude,  and  oppression  in  their  conduct  towards 
j  this  country,  in  a  style  of  oratory  that  I  never  heard 
'  equalled  in  this  or  any  other  country." 
^         After  the  close  of  his  argument,  the  Court   ad* 
joumcd  for  consideration,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  Chief  Justice  Hutchinson  pronounced  the  opin- 
ion :  "  The  Court  has  considered  the  subject  of  writs 
of  assistance,  and  can  see  no  foundation  for  such  a 
writ ;  but  as  the  practise  in  England  is  not  known,  it 
I     has  been  thought  best  to  continue  the  question  to 
1     the  next  term,  that  in  the  riiean  time  opportunity 
\    may  be  given  to  know  the  result.'f     No  cause  in 

\  'Domnnr,  in  hiB  derence  oT  tb«  Now  England  rhaitcri,  in  deKribinetba 
counlif,  ai  tbe  liril  cnloniits  found  it,  rayt :  "  1'he  land  itwlf  was  of  ■  toogh 
■avagc  nature,  tncumbared  wilh  unpioflta.bl«  woodi,  and  or  no  uw  till  bj  TUt 
labour  and  expcntc  lubducd  and  cuJtivaled,  For  to  ipFak  the  truth,  ihoM 
parts  wcia  but  hire  erealion  to  Ibe  firel  plaalere,  and  their  labour  likt  the  bt. 
gintung  oftht  tecrld." 

t  When  the  next  term  came,  Mr.  Adams  says,  "no  judgment  wai  pro- 
nounced, nothing  wag  (aid  abaul  wriiB  ofati^isiunce.  Bui  il  wbe  gonamllj 
lepoited  Bud  undeitlood  that  tlie  Coud  clnndcsiinely  granted  Ihcm,  and  tba 
custom  house  officors  had  tbcm  in  Ihcir  pockets,  though  t  oever  knew  that  tbej 
dared  to  produce  and  execute  ihem  in  any  one  innance.^    Minot'i  taiilMj 
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the  annals  of  colonial  jurisprudence  had  hitherto  ex- 
cited more  public  interest ;  and  none  had  given  rise  ^ 
to  such  powerful  argument     When  the   profound 
learning  of  the  advocate,  the  powers  of  wit,  fancy 
and  pathos,  with  which  he  could  copiously  illustrate 
and  adorn  that  learning,  and  the  ardent  character  of 
his  eloquence,  are  considered ;  and  that  the  disposi- 
tion td  serve  his  clients,  whose  cause  he  had  under- 
taken to  defend  gratuitously,  was  not  probably  less- 
ened by  the  instant  conviction  that   his  family  had, 
with  a  view  to  this  very  cause,  been  injured  by  the 
appointment  of   the    presiding  judge;  and  that  his 
belief  in  the  importance  of  the  subject  mjust  have 
been  certainly  enforced  by  all  the  personal  sacrifices 
he  had   made  on   this  occasion,  together   with  the 
obloquy   and  ill  will  of  the  people  in  power  which 
would  follow  his  course  ;  and,  above  all,  a  deep  fore- 
sight of  the  meditated  oppression  and  tyranny  that 
would  be  gratified  by  the  success  of  this  hateful  ap 
plication — when  all  these  circumstances  are  recalled, 
the  power  and  magnificence  of  this  oration  may  be 
imagined.     With  a  knowledge    of  the   topics    that 
were  involved,  and  the  fearless  energy  with   which 
they  were  developed  and  elucidated,  the  time  when 
it   occurred,  and  the  accompanying  circumstances;    / 
every  person  Avill  join  with  President  Adams  when  // 
he  says:  "  I  do  say  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  //^ 

tays,  '<  the  writ  of  assistanceuwas  granted,^  and  refers  to  the  court  records* 
for  authority  :  Yet  this  was  probably  a  mere  form  to  save  the  pride  of  the  ad-'     '"    • 
ministration  ;  and  as  nothing  was  afterwards  heard  of  this  odious  instrument, 
President  Adams'  opinion  is  unquestionably  correct,  <^  that  they  never  dared    . 
to  execute  them." 
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Mr.  Otis*  oration  agaimt  writs  of  assistance,  breath- 
ed into  this  nation  the  breath  of  life." 


RttulUoflha  Came  of  ^'-  Wriu  of  Jlisiatanet'^—Oth  ckoienuti* 
the  Ltgirlatvt — Anecdote)  on  that  Subject — Thomas  Ciuhing 
—Gvcemor  Bernard't  aUiuiom  to  Iht  late  Trial. 

In  addition  to  the  deep  anxiet)*,  which  such  a 
question  as  tliat  of  "  Writs  of  Assistance,"  involv- 
ing so  extensively,  not  only  pecuniary  concerns,  but 
pohtical  and  civil  rights,  must  inevitably  have  creat- 
ed; this  trial  was  also  accompanied  with  a  pecu- 
liar interest,  arising  out  of  incidental  circumstances 
of  a  personal  nature,  some  of  which  have  been 
already  mentioned.  There  were  others  very  strik- 
ing. Otis  was  the  pupil  of  Gridley,  for  whose  cha> 
racter  he  felt  a  high  respect,  and  for  whose  instruc- 
tion he  was  sincerely  grateful :  at»d  he  never  lost 
sight  qf  these  feelings  in  the  course  of  the  trial. 
"  It  was,"  says,  the  venerable  witness  so  often  quot- 
ed, **  a  moral  spectacle  more  affecting  to  me  than 
any  I  hare  ever  since  seen  upon  the  stage,  to  ob- 
serve a  pupil  treating  his  master  with  all  the  defer- 
ence, respect,  esteem  and  adection  of  a  son  to  a 
father,  and  that  without  the  least  affectation ;  white 
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he  baffled  and  confounded  all  his  authorities,  confut- 
ed all  his  arguments,  aiHl  reduced  him  to  silence  T' 
Nor  was  a  suitable  return  wanting  on  the  part  of 
the  master.  The  same  observer  in  another  place 
remarks;  ^  The  crown,  by  its  agents,  accumulated 
construction  upon  construction,  and  inference  upon 
inference,  as  the  giants  heaped  Pelion  upon  Ossa. 
I  hope  it  is  not  impious  or  profane  to  compare  Otis 
to  Ovid's  Jupiter ;  but,  misso  fulmine  fregit  Olymr 
pum^  et  excussit  subjecto  Pelio  Ossam.  He  dashed 
this  whole  building  to  pieces,  and  scattered  the  pul- 
verized atoms  to  the  four  winds;  and  no  judge, 
lawyer,  or  crown  officer  dared  to  say,  why  do  ye 
80  ?• 

^  In  plain  English,  by  cool,  patient  comparison  of 
the  phraseology  of  ihese  statutes,  their  several  provis- 
ions, the  dates  of  their  enactments,  the  privileges  of 
.  our  charters,  the  merits  of  the  Colonists,  &c.  he 
shewed  the  pretentions  to  introduce  the  revenue  acts, 
and  these  arbitrary  and  mechanical  Writs  of  Assist- 
ance, as  an  instrument  for  the  execution  of  them,  to  be 
so  irrational ;  by  his  wit  he  represented  the  attempt 
as  so  ludicrous  and  ridiculous ;  and  by  his  dignified  re- 
probation of  an  impudent  attempt  to  impose  on  the 
people  of  America,  he  raised  such  a  storm  of  in- 
dignation, that  even  Hutchinson,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed on  purpose  to  sanction  this  writ,  dared  not 
utter  a  word  in  its  favour,  and  Mr.  Gridlcy  himself 
seemed  to  me  to  exult  inwardly  at  the  glory  and 
triumph  of  his  pupil.'' 

An  epoch  in  public  affairs  may  be  dated  from  this 
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trial.  Political  parties  became  more  distinctly  form- 
ed, and  their  several  adherents  were  more  marked 
and  decided.  The  nature  of  ultra-marine  jurisdic- 
tion began  to  be  closely  examined ;  the  question 
respecting  raising  a  revenue  fully  discussed.  The 
right  of  the  British  parliament  tu  impose  taxes  was 
openly  denied.  '*  Taxation  without  representation 
is  tyranny,"  was  the  maxim,  that  was  the  guide  and 
watcli  word  of  all  the  friendis  of  liberty.  The  crown 
officers  and  their  followers  adopted  openly  the  pre- 
tensions  of  the  British  ministry  and  parliament,  and 
considering  their  power  to  be  irresistible,  appealed 
to  the  seifiijhness  of  those  who  might  be  expectants 
of  patronage,  and  to  the  fears  of  all  rjuiet  and  tim- 
id minds,  to  adopt  a  blind  submission,  as  the  only 
safe  or  reasonable  alternative.  Otis  took  the  side 
of  his  country,  and  as  has  been  shewn,  under  circum- 
stances that  made  his  decision  irrevocable.  He 
was  transferred  at  once  from  the  ranks  of  private 
life,  not  merely  to  take  the  side,  but  to  be  the  guide 
and  leader  of  his  country,  in  opposition  to  the  de- 
signs of  the  British  ministry.  "  Although"  says  Presi- 
dent Adams,  "  Mr.  Otis  had  never  before  interfered 
in  public  alTairs,  his  exertions  on  this  single  occa- 
sion secured  him  a  commanding  popularity  with  the 
friends  of  their  country,  and  the  terror  and  ven- 
geance of  her  enemies ;  neither  of  which  ever  de- 
serted him." 

His  popularity  was  instantaneous,  and  universal ; 
and  the  public  were  impatient  for  the  approaching 
Section,  when  they  could  make  him  a  represents- 
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live  of  Boston.  Speaking  one  day  on  this  subject, 
with  a  gentleman  of  great  shrewdness  and  capacity, 
who  was  one  of  the  delegation,  a  friendly  conversa- 
tion took  place  between  them,  in  which  the  satire,  if 
it  bears  a  little  hard  on  the  character  of  those  times,  . 
is  perhaps  not  wholly  inapplicable  to  most  others. 
Otis  observed,  ^  They  talk  of  sending  me  tq/ihe 
next  General  Court.'' — ^'^  You  will  never  sucdfeed^ 
the  General  Court.'' — ''  Not  succeed !  and  wn^  not  < 

pray  ?' — ^  Why,  Mr.  Otis,  you  have  ten  times  tKe 
learning,  and  much  greater  abilities  than  I  have, 
but  you  know  nothing  of  human  nature." — '^  Indeed ! 
I  wish  you  would  give  me  some  lessons." — ^  Be  pa- 
tient and  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure.  In  the  first  place  .4v. 
what  meeting  do  you  go  to  ?"--**  Dn  Se  wall's."* — 
**  Very  well,  you  must  stand  up  in  sermon  tidie,  you 
must  look  devout  and  deeply  attentive :  Do  you 
have  family  prayers  ?" — ^  No." — ^  It  were  well  if  you 
did:  what  does  your  family  consist  of?" — '*Why 
only  four  or  five  commonly,  but  at  this  time,  I  hav© 
in  addition  one  of  Dr.  Se  wall's  saints,  who  is  a  nurse 
of  my  wife." — ^  Ah  !  that  is  the  very  thing :  you 
must  talk  religion  with  her  in  a  serious  manner, 
you  must  have  family  prayers  at  least  once  while 
she  is  in  your  house :  that  woman  can  do  you  more 
harm  or  more  good  than  any  other  person ;  she  will 


*  Dr.  Joseph  Sewall  was  pastor  of  the  old  South  Church,  ordained  Sept. 
16th,  1713.  He* was  a  strict  caivinist,  and  eminent  for  his  fervid  piety,  alnis<- 
giviug,  and  his  long  and  useful  career.  He  preached  for  fifty-six  years,  and 
the  last  time  on  the  evening  that  he  completed  hi^  eightieth  year.  He  died 
sopn  after,  June  27th,  1769.  \ 
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spread  your  fame  throughout  the  congregation.  I 
can  also  tell  you,  by  way  of  exaia|)le,  some  of  the 
steps  I  lake  :  two  or  three  weeks  before  an  elec- 
tion comes  on,  I  send  to  the  cooper  and  get  all  my 
casks  put  in  oi'der :  I  say  nothing  about  the  num- 
ber of  hoops.  I  send  to  the  mason  and  have  some 
job  done  to  the  hearths  or  the  chimnies :  I  have 
the  carpenter  to  make  some  repairs  in  the  roof  or 
the  wood  house  :  I  often  go  down  to  the  ship  yards 
nbout  eleven  o'clock,  when  they  hrcak  off  to  take 
their  drink,  and  enter  into  conversation  with  them. 
They  all  vote  for  me."* 

Mr.  Otis  was  chosen  almost  unanimously  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  legislature,  at  the  ensuing  election 
in  May  1761,t  and  on  taking  his  place,  being  seated 
by  the  gentleman  with  whom  he  had  held  thp  pre- 
ceding conversation,  the  latter  said  to  him :  ^  Mr. 
Otis  you  have  great  abilities,  but  are  too.warm« 
too  impetuous,  your  op|>onents  though  they' cannot 

*  Ai  that  pcrioH  Uiere  wcie  eeveii  or  clglit  •Jiipjardi  in  B06IOD,  ciDployinc 
from  twenty  10  seventy  men  each.  Arier  lliri  gentleman  «|tii  paid  ihem 
these  fricii<IIy  tisiIf,  ivd<  choien  From  tile  Houae  into  the  Council,  he  Onutled 
going  to  see  tiiem  for  a  loog  time.  On  the  next  vitil  after  thii  interval,  om 
of  them  i«maikeJ  to  him  in  a  Bignlficnui  nay,  "  thai  since  he  had  got  into 
the  Council,  be  did  not  come  to  mc  them  so  orten."  His  answer  nilh  much 
goodnature  and  knowkilga  of  mankind,  embiaced  all  the  ilyiieil  of  th* 
remark.  "  O  yes,  that  was  tiue,  but  my  time  is  to  much  taken  itji ;  and 
then  you  know,  it  ia  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  choosoa  the  Council,^ 

t  "  On  that  week,"  says  Presiilc nl  Adams,  "  I  happened  to  be  at  Worcei- 
ler  attending  a  Couit  of  Common  Pleas,  of  whirli  Brigadier  Rugglei  wai 
Chief  Justice.  When  the  news  arrived  from  Boston,  you  can  hate  no  idea 
of  the  constOTnalion  amonn  tho  govErnmenl  people.  Chief  Justice  Riigglei 
at  dinner  at  Colonel  Chiudler's  on  that  day,  said,  '  Out  of  this  elecliaii  wUl 
arise  n  damned  taction,  nhich  will  shake  this  provinca  la  Its  foundatkiD.'' ' 
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meet  you  in  argument,  will  get  the  advantage  by 
interrupting  you,  and  putting  you  in  a  passion.^^ — 
**  Well,"  said  Otis,  **  if  you  see  me  growing  warm, 
give  me  a  hint,  and  I'll  command  myself."  Sometime 
afterwards  a  question  of  some  importance  arose, . 
Otis  and  his  friend,  being  on  the  Boston  seat  togeth- 
er. The  former  said  he  would  speak,  and  the  lat- 
ter cautioned  him  against  being  irritated.  He  soon 
rose,  and  was  speaking  with  great  fluency  and  in  a 
powerful  train  of  reasoning,  when  Brigadier  Rug- 
gles  interrupted  him,  he  was  growing  warm  in  his 
reply,  but  his  friend  pulled  his  coat  slightly:  he 
scowled,  looked  round,  took  the  hint,  and  mode- 
rated his  tone.  As  he  continued  his  argument, 
Mr.  Choate  of  Ipswich,  interrupted  him  again: 
this  roused  his  temper,  his  coat  was  pulled  a 
second  time,  when  he  turned  round  and  said  quickly 
in  an  under  tone  to  his  monitor ;  ^  let  me  alone,  do 
you  take  me  for  a  school  boy  ?"  and  then  continued ' 
his  course  with  impetuosity,  corruscating  with  sar- 
casms, and  overwhelming  his  opponents  with  vehe- 
ment argument  and  invective. 

His  colleagues  in  representing  the  town  that  year, 
were  Royal  Tyler,  John  Phillips  and  Thomas 
Cushing,  all  of  them  men  of  great  weight  in  so- 
ciety. Mr.  Cushing  however,  next  to  Mr.  Otis,  be- 
came the  most  known  from  the  part  he  took  in 
public  affairs. 

The  grandfather  and  father  of  Mr.  Cushing  were 
both  of  them  men  of  talents,  and  had  both  of  them 
been  distinguTsl^d  in    the  stations  they  had  filled 
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in  public  life.  His  grandfather  was  long  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  and  his  father  bom  in  1693  and 
educated  at  Cambridge,  was  chosen  to  various  of- 
iices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharger!  with  ability. 
He  was  for  several  years  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
held  that  office  at  his  death  in  1746,  being  then  in 
his  53d  year.  He  left  a  handsome  estate  to  his  sod, 
and  the  reputation  of  a  family  which  had  long  been 
engaged  in  the  public  service. 

Thomas  Cushing,  was  born  in  1725,  and  his  name 
stands  on  the  Cambridge  catalogue  io  the  class  of 
1744.  He  engaged  in  political  life,  enjoying  the 
general  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  by  an  al- 
most hereditary  right,  and  under  many  advantages* 
He  was  supposed  to  possess  less  talent  than  hii 
father^  but  his  qualifications  were  well  adapted  to 
the  part  he  had  to  play.  When  Governor  Bernard 
in  1763  negatived  James  Otis,  the  father,  as  Speaker, 
Mr.  Cushing  was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  was  an- 
nually called  to  the  chair  for  many  succeedii^  years. 
His  name  therefore  appears  to  alt  the  public  dociH 
meats,  for  a  long  period  preceding  the  revolution. 
This  gave  him  celebrity,  and  the  reputSitionof  taking 
the  lead  in  affairs,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
he  actually  did.  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  pamphlet  "  Tax- 
ation no  tyranny,"  from  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
his  name  to  public  papers,  was  led  to  mak^  Ihis  ab- 
surd remark  ;  '*  one  object  of  the  Americ&uS'  b  said 
to  be,  to  adorti  the  brows  of  Mr.  Cushing  with  a 
diadem." 

Mr.  Cushing  was  in  fact  a  most  useful  agent  in 
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public  concerns,  and  perhaps  more  so,  than  if  he 
had  possessed  very  commanding  abilities.  He  was  de- 
cidedly patriotic  in  his  principles,  but  extremely 
moderate  and  concilia toiy  in  his  conduct.  He  mixed 
with  persons  of  different  parties,  and  exhibited  great 
urbanity  in  his  intercourse  with  all  classes.  Though 
opposed  to  persons  in  the  administration  of  the  pro- 
vince, he  was  not  personally  obnoxious  to  them,  so 
that  in  his  office  of  Speaker,  he  stood  between  the 
popular  party  and  the  government,  in  a  manner  to 
prevent  much  inconvenient  collision. 

He  was  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  received  from  him  the  famous  letters 
of  Hutchinson  and  others,  that  produced  so  strong 
an  effect  at  the  time.*  The  moderate  counsels  of 
Dr.  Franklin  were  received  by  him  with  very  con- 
genial feelings.  He  was  steady  in  the  coui*se  he 
adopted,  possessing  much  prudence,  little  zeal,  and 
no  ambition  of  martyrdom,  or  desire  for  that  species 
of  pre-eminence,  that  insulates  the  possessor  from 
all  persons  except  his  immediate  partisans. 

Mr.  Gushing  always  took  an  active  share  in  the 
concerns  of  the  college  at  Cambridge,  which  con- 
ferred on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He 
held  various  public  offices,  and  died  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor of  Massachusetts  in  1788,  aged  63  years. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  legislature  in  1761,  on 
the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  Governor  Bernard  fully 
acquainted  with  the  excitement  that  had  been  caused 
by  the  question  about  Writs  of  Assistance,  after  ad- 
vising the  legislature,  ^^  to  lay  aside  all  divisions  and 
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distiDCtioiu  whatsoever,  especially  thoee^  (if  any  there 
be)  that  are  founded  upon  private  views,"  proceeds 
to  say :  "  Let  me  also  recommend  to  you,  to  give 
no  attention  to  declamations  tending  to  promote  a 
suspicion  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  being  in 
danger.  Such  harangues  might  well  suit  in  the 
reigns  of  Charlcii  and  James,  but  in  the  times  of 
the  Georges  they  are  groundless  aud  unjust."  The 
difference  between  these  reigns,  he  then  urges  at 
some  length,  to  shew  the  superiority  of  the  present 
over  the  past.  It  is  surprising,  however,  to  find  the 
Governor  indulging  in  this  ungrateful  sneer  at  Charles 
and  James,  when  certain  acts  of  those  sovereigns 
were  the  only  precedents,  that  could  be  adduced 
to  sustain  the  application  for  the  writs  of  assistance, 
and  their  arbitrary  edicts  were  to  be  made  use  of 
under  a  George,  to  revive  an  obsolete,  odious  instru- 
ment of  tyranny.  The  legislature  in  their  answer, 
were  civil  but  firm.  They  knew  nothing  of  anypar- 
ties  to  which  he  alluded,  and  they  assured  him 
that ;  *'  Your  Excellency's  recommendations  will  al- 
ways have  weight  with  us — Your  recommendation, 
to  give  no  attention  to  declamations  tending  to  pro- 
mote suspicion  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  beii^ 
in  danger,  shall  have  its  weight.  It  is  our  intention 
to  sec  for  ourselves ;  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  see 
that  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  are  not  in  dai^er ; 
nor  are  we  in  the  least  degree  suspicious  that  they 
will  ever  be  under  your  Excellency's  administra- 
tion." "-^ 
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QuesHon  relating  to  the  Cufreney — Otis  and  Hutehimon  take  differ 
•  TtnX  sides^-'Exiracii  from  Otis^s  Eisayi — Letter  from  Sewall  to 
Patne,  and  Answer — Jonathan  Sewall — Robert  Treat  Paine, 

It  was  discovered  in  1761,  that  many  of  the  Trea- 
surer's notes  then  in  circulation  had  been  counter- 
feited, and  a  session  of  the  Legislature  was  held  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year,  to  devise  a  remedy  for  this 
evil.  It  was  resolved  to  call  them  in  and  pay  them 
off  in  part,  and  issue  new  paper  for  the  balance. 
This  course,  which  was  wise  enough  in  itself,  brought 
into  discussion  the  questions,  in  what  coin  they  should 
be  payable,  whether  in  gold  or  silver,  and  at  what 
rafes  ?  According  to  the  standard,  is  was  more  ad- 
vantageous to  remit  silver  to  England  than  gold,  and 
in  consequence  the  province  had  been  nearly  drain- 
ed of  the  former*  The  council,  with  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son at  their  head,  proposed  to  make  gold  a  tender, 
and  to  lessen  its  value,  so  that  it  might  be  remit- 
ted, and  thereby  tend  to  keep  the  silver  coin  from 
being*  exported.  But  the  house  maintained  that  gold 
was  already  a  legal  tender,  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity of  lowering  its  current  price,  and  that  there 
would  be  great  injustice  in  so  doing.  Each  branch 
negatived  the  proposal  of  the  other,  and  after  a  ses- 
sion of  ^  fortnight,  could  agree  upon  nothing  but  to 
separate. 
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This  subject,  which  in  the  relations  of  debtor  or 
creditor,  touches  almost  every  individual  in  a  ctm- 
munity,  is  one  where  alterations  should  be  made  with 
the  greatest  delicacy  and  prudence.  On  this  occa>;if>n 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  and  warmth  of  feeling  were 
produced.  Its  inherent  difficulties  were  far  from 
being  diminished  by  a  dispute  as  to  the  fact,  wheth- 
er gold  was  a  legal  tender.  After  the  legislature 
was  prorogued,  the  dispute  was  transferred  to  the 
newspapers,  and  was  there  chiefly  managed  by 
Hutchinson  and  Otis,  who  followed  the  opposite  opi- 
nions which  they  had  severally  supported  in  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Hutchinson  at^ed  in 
favour  of  enacting,  that  gold  should  be  made  a  legal 
tender,  at  a  diminished  value.  Otis  contended  against 
any  diminution  of  the  rate,  and  shewed  that  it  was  al- 
ready a  tender  by  law.  The  discussion  was  chiefly 
carried  on  by  these  two  gentlemen,  under  their  own 
-.^^natures;  one  writer  took  the  side  of  Hutchinson 
^  '~ '-  ^' ^^I'lyE-'^^"^'}''  ^^'^  ^^  supposed  to  be  Mr.  Bowdoin 
of  the  council,  as  he  had  maintained  the  same  posi- 
tions in  tqHl  body. 

Otis  gave  proofs  of  great  learning  and  powerful 
reasoning,  mixed  up  with  many  sarcastic  allusions  to 
his  opponent ;  and  Hutchinson  avoided  making  a  di- 
rect reply,  but  proceeded  to  give  a  curious  history 
of  the  currency,  and  sought  to  mortify  his  antagtmist 
by  making  no  allusion  to  his  pieces.  Persons  who 
are  fond  of  considering  these  intricate  questions  of 
currency  and  its  relative  values,  which  still  offer  un- 
exhausted fields  of  dispute,  will  find  a  great  deal  of 
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learning  and  ingenuity  displayed  in  this  controver- 
8j.  The  arguments  and  authorities  produced  by 
Otis,  would  occupy  too  much  space  here,  and  it  would 
be  injurious  to  abridge  them.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  the  articles  he  wrote,  contain  only  some 
of  the  incidental  topics,  and  are  selected  as  character- 
istic of  the  times. 

'^MESSRS.    EOES   iUVD   GILL, 

**  Perhaps  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  or  the 
public  with  any  thoughts  of  mine,  had  not  his  Ho- 
nour the  Lieutenant  Governor  condescended  to  give 
me  a  personal  challenge.  This  is  an  honour  that  I 
never  had  vanity  enough  to  aspire  after,  and  I  shall 
ever  respect  Mr.  Hutchinson  for  it,  so  long  as  I  live, 
as  he  certainly  consulted  my  reputation  more  than 
his  own,  when  he  bestowed  it.  A  general  officer  in 
the  army  would  be  thought  very  condescending  to 
accept,  much  more  to  give,  a  challenge  to  a  su- 
baltern. The  honour  of  entering  the  lists  with  a 
gentleman  so  much  one^s  superior  in  one  view,  is  cer- 
tainly very  tempting ;  it  is  at  least  possible  that  his 
honour  may  lose  much ;  but  from  those  who  have 
and  desire  but  little,  but  little  can  possibly  be  taken 
away.  I  am  your  humble  servant. 

JAMES    OTIS,   JR. 

BosUm^  Dec.  19M. 

**  His  Honour  is  of  opinion  that  gold  and  silver  can- 
not both  be  kept  here,without  lessening  our  imports' 
that  plenty  of  money  has  produced  luxury,  luxury 
14 
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tends  to  poverty — '  poverty  to  industry  and  frugality, 
these  bring  money  agata*  I  am  no  merchant,  but 
have  been  informed  that  increasing  the  exports  ig 
more  advantageous  to  a  country  than  lessening  the 
imports.  As  to  the  revolution  or  wheel  of  fortune 
which  his  Honour  has  described,  luxuiy  is  a  very 
vague  and  loose  term,  if  by  it  is  meant,  the  impor- 
tation of  many  foreign  commodities.  The  more  we 
have  the  better,  if  wc  can  export  enough  to  pay  for 
them ;  poverty  is  so  far  from  being  the  basis  of  indus- 
try and  frugality,  that  it  is  too  often  the  occasion  of 
vices  directly  opposite.  Poverty  can  no  more  pro- 
duce riches,  than  it  can  furnish  a  man  with  the  se- 
cret of  the  philosophers  s(onc.  I 'know  it  is  the 
maxim  oi  some,  that  the  common  people  in' this  town 
and  country  live  too  well  ;  however  I  am  of  quite  a 
different  opinion,  I  do  not  thiiik  they  live  half  well 
enough.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  here,  as  in  f^ngland, 
tradesmen  and  yeomen  worth  their  tens  and  their 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  pounds,  for  then,  and  not  till 
then,  we  shall  have  gentlemen  and  merchants,  worth 
their  hundreds  and  their  millions.  The  tradesman 
and  the  husbandman  would  do  well  to  conttder,  that 
when  they  are  for  cramping  trade,  they  are  for  kill- 
ing a  faithful  Bervant,who  is  toiling  night  and  day,atid 
eatii^  the  bread  of  care  for  their  good  as  well  as  his 
own;  the  merchant  and  the  gentleman  would  do 
well  to  reflect  that  the  hands  of  the  tradesman,  and 
husbandman,  are -their  employers,  and  that  unless 
they  multiply  and  increase  in  their  commodities  and 
riches,  the  merchant  will  never   flourish:  the  mer- 
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ekant^  rnanufactnrerj  and  freeholder^  should  consider 
themselves  as  the  most  immediate  and  natural  br6- 
thers  in  the  community,  that  God  and  nature  have 
made  their  interest  mseparable,  and  when  they  will 
agree  conjointly  to  pursue  it,  no  mortal  hand  can 
ever  prevail  against  them. 

^  Nature  has  been  as  kind  to  this  Province,  as  to 
most  in  the  world.     This  is  demonstrable  from  its  in- 
crease in  people  and  trade,  from  its  settlement  to  the 
year  1749,  and  yet  we  never  raised  our  own  bread. 
The  balance  yearly  sent  out  in  cash  for  wheat  and 
flour,  which  we   might   raise   as  easily  as  the  other 
ccJonies,  has  been  often  mentioned  to  our  shame ;  and 
yet  nothing  has'  been  done  to  encourage  the   raising 
of  one,  or  the  manufacturing  the  other.     It   is  said 
we  pay  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year,  only  for 
flour  barrels.     It  is  humbly  submitted,  whether  it  is 
not  highly  incumbent  upon  the  government  to  take 
this  affair  into  their  consideration,  and  grant  a  boun- 
ty for  raising  wheat ;  the  saving  between  raising  and 
paying  the  other  colonies  for  our  bread,  would  in 
two  years  furnish  a  sufficient  medium  for  all  our  oth- 
er trade.'' 

After  a  full  discussion  of  the  principal  question,  he 
concludes ;  "  Thus  I  have  endeavoured,  according  to 
my  poor  capacity,  to  answer  his  Honour's  reasons  for 
lowering  the  price  of  gold,  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
making  gold  expressly  a  tender,  and  have  pointed 
out  the  only  possible  mode  of  keeping  gold  and  sil- 
ver plenty  amongst  us.  Every  political  writer  is  al- 
lowed to  lament  the  decay  of  public  spirit ;  it  is  cer- 
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tain  that  In  proportion  to  this  decay,  calamities  of 
every  kind  will  invade  a  communitj :  and  amidst  all 
our  disquisitions  could  we  hit  upon  any  method  for 
reriving  (his  spirit  among  us,  public  embarrass- 
mci.ts  that  appear  incurable,  would  vanish  before 
it.  I  am  the  humble  servant  of  my  country,  and 
hearty  well  wisher  to  all  men. 

JAMES    OTI9,  JR. 

P.  S.  Very  soon  after  his  Honour  published  his 
thoughts,  he  told  me,  he  had  "  been  cutting  out  work 
for  toe  in  the  papers,"  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  the 
words,  which  I  took  as  a  personal  challenge  to  an* 
swer  him  ;  if  they  were  not  so  intended,  I  was  mistak- 
en :  however,  read  in  the  preface  challenge  to  an- 
swer :  and  those  who  think  it  can  make  any  differ- 
ence in  the  sense,  may  for  Cooke  the  Cobbler,  read 
ttll  matUcind,  J.  O. 

/  Extract  from  the  article  in  the  Boston  Gazette  of 
January  llth,  in  the  preface,  to  which  he  says  that 
"it  is  not  an  answer  to  his  Honour's  piece  of  the 
4th ;  that  cannot  come  till  he  has  finished,  and  -then 
he  may  be  unanswerable,  my  apol<^  for  this  is,  the 
extract  from  Mr.  Locke,  published  the  same  day 
with  my  answer. 

"  I  shall  not  compare  myself  to  either  of  those 

.  great  men,  Mr.  Locke,  or  Mr.  Lowndes.  But  with 
regard  to  the  terms  delicacy  and  politeness,  if  may  not 
be  amiss  to  observe,  that  they  are  relativo  and  admit 
of  no  invariable  standard.  The  present  humour  of  a 
Court,  the  prevalent  fashion  of  the  age,  and  a  thou- 
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sand  other  accidents  and  circumstances  concur  to  va- 
ry the  idea  annexed  to  those  words.     The   delicacy 
and  politeness  of  the  Russian  Court,   would  perhaps 
appear  boorish  in  the  present  refinement  at  St.  James'. 
The  British  courtiers,  at  Versailles  may  be  looked 
upon  with  as  much  pity  and  contempt,  as  the  true 
plain-hearted  old  Briton   would    be    by  a    modem 
politician.     In    the  days  of  our  forefathers,  power 
put  on  the  grim  visage  of  open  force  and  violence. 
In  this   more   delicate    age,  soft  words,   a   smiling 
countenance,  fair  promises  and  other  tickling  blan- 
dishments,   are  the    only  sure    means  of  obtaining 
those  enormous  degrees  of  power,   which  mankind 
are  so  fond  of:  whatever  delicacy  and  politeness 
may  dictate,  good  sense  and  good  nature   require 
that  great  allowance  be  made  for  the  different  ages, 
nations,  education,  advantages  and  natural  tempers 
of  men.     In  one  word,  I  am  no  courtier ;  I  know 
not  how  to  give   flattering  titles  to  men,  nor  have  I 
the  least  desire  to  offend  them.     If  plain   English 
and  freedom  of  speech,  are   too  hard  for  the  di- 
gestion of  any  stomachs,  those  who  labour  under  this 
infirmity  have  a  right  to  please   their  palates,  and 
will  of  course  seek  elsewhere  for  entertainment." 

^  Mr.  Locke  informs  us,  that  Mr.  Lowndes  was 
no  otherwise  known  to  him,  than  by  his  civilities," 
and  adds,  that  he  had  **  a  very  great  esteem  for 
him,"  and  so  have  I  for  his  Honour,  tho'  no  part 
of  my  respect  arises  from  civilities  I  have  received, 
but  purely  from  his  Honour's  rank  and  merit.  Mr. 
liocke  in  his  disputes,  uses  greater  freedoms  by  fifty 
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times,  than  over  1  desired  to  use  with  his  Hououi^ 
and  it  would  be  no  difhcult  taBk,  to  point  out  some 
lof  them,  in  his  controrerey  with  hia  friend  Lowndes. 
However  this  might  not  serve  me,  as  it  may  be  saidi 
that  greater  freedoms  are  excusable  between  friends. 
The  Bishop  of  Worcester  was  greatly  Mr.  Locke's 
superior  in  rank,  tho*  I  must  confess  not  so  much  as 
bis  Honour  a  mine  in  abilities.  But  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  no  man  carries  the  atmosphere  of 
fais  commissiou,  or  public  charactei-,  into  a  dbputatioo : 
if  there  was  any  rule  of  logic,  in  favour  of  that,  the 
very  name  of  a  Justice  of  the  quorum,  would  be  as 
effectual  to  strike  a  poor  plebian  dumb,  as  the  h^ 
ma  ratio  regam  of  Lewis  the  XIV.  Most  men, 
had  rather  be  uilent  all  their  days,  than  run  the 
risque  of  being  thought  worthy  of  hard  namra, 
bonds  and  stripes,  for  every  word  that  may  happen 
to  displease  the  delicate  ears  of  a  superior," 

"  1  return  my  most  humble,  and  hearty  thanks, 
to  his  Honour,  for  hia  history  of  our  currency,  and  - 
should  promise  myself  great  entertainment,  if  he 
would  gratify  the  public  with  a  more  general  his* 
tory  of  the  Province,  his  Honour's  lor^  acquaintance 
with  our  ancient  records,  must  have  furnished  him 
with  many  curious  anecdotes,  unknown  to  most 
others. 

"  1  entirely  agree  with  his  Honour,  that  our  stand- 
ard of  silver,  hEis  ever  been  the  same  with  sterlii^ 
i  could  never  see  any  necessity  of  altering  the  de- 
jiomination,  and  have  often  wondered  at  such  altera- 
tion taking  place;  and  am  more  fully  convinced  since 
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his  Hodour's  opinion^  that  it  was  a  very  ill  judged 
thing,  tendiug  onlj  to  c(»ifusion  and  disorder.  It  is 
a  thousand  pities,  that  so  fair  an  opportunity  as  of- 
fered itself  in  1 749,  for  rectifying  this  error,  should 
not  have  been  embraced.'' 

^  His  Honour  observes,  that  in  democratical  go- 
vernments, generally,  there  will  be  a  bias  in  the 
legislature,  to  the  number  rather  than  to  the  ioeight 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  presumed  this  may  be 
true  in  speculation,  but  it  cannot  well  be  examined 
in  practice :  because  strictly  speaking,  there  never 
were  many  democratical  governments  in  the  world. 
1  do  not  at  present  recollect  one  such  government 
existing  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  English 
government  is  by  some  indeed  considered  as  demo- 
cratical, others  have  not  scrupled  to  call  it  an  anarchy ; 
but  the  best  opinion  is,  that  the  true  British  consti* 
tution,  as  settled  by  the  glorious  revolution,  is  a  mixed 
monarchy^  or  a  composite  of  three  famous  kinds,  viz. 
of  monarchy  supplied  by  the  king,  an'^^ocrary  supplied 
by  the  lords,  and  of  democracy  supplied  by  the  com-  i 
mons.  This,  when  the  checks  and  balances  are  pre^-V 
served,  is  perhaps  the  most  perfect  form  of  government,! 
that  in  the  present  depraved  state,  human  nature  is 
capable  of.  It  is  a  fundamental  maxim  in  such  a 
government,  to  keep  the  legislative  and  executive 
powers  separate.  When  these  powers  are  in  the 
same  hands,  such  a  government  is  hastenii^  fast  to 
its  ruin,  and  the  mischief  and  miseries  that  must  hap- 
pen before  that  fatal  period,  will  be  as  bad  as  those 
felt  in  the  most  absolute  monarchy." 
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**  It  maT  happen  to  governtneDts  formed  after  thw 
model,  that  in  consei^uence  of  art  and  corruptuxv 
half  a  dozen  or  half  a  score  men  will  form  an  oli- 
garchy in  farour  of  their  families  and  friends.  Ij>> 
itances  may  be  found,  where  a  man  of  abilities  shall 
monopolize  a  power  proportionate  te  all  those  of 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  lord  chief  ju»* 
tice  of  both  benches,  lord  high  treasurer,  and  lord 
high  chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  united  in  one  bid* 
gle  person.  There  is  no  axiom  in  mathematici 
clearer,  than  that  no  man  ought  to  be  sole  legislaF 
tor  of  his  country,  and  supreme  judge  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Should  it  be  objected  that  in  makiiur 
these  political  reflections,  I  have  wandered ;  mj 
apology  is,  1  went  out  of  the  way  for  the  sake  <^ 
his  Honour's  company,*  whose  observation  on  the  de* 
mocratical  bias  led  me  astray,  if  I  have  erred.  By 
analt^  it  seems  probable,  that  in  an  aristocratical 
government,  the  bias  will  be  in  favour  of  the  weight] 
rather  than  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  but  the 
more  equitable  way  in  all  governments,  is  to  set 
quantity  against  quality,  and  to  keep  as  exact  a  ba- 
lance between  debtor  and  creditor,  as  the  nature  <^ 
the  thing  will  admit.  If  it  is  possible  that  his  Honour 
should  intend  a  distant,  light,  delicate  suggestion,  (hat 
I  am  in  the  least  warped  by  either  of  these  biasses^ 
he  is  very  much  mistaken.  I  desire  neither  poverty 
nor  riches,  and  thank  God  heartily  that  I  have  nei- 

*  To  frel  all  Ihe  puogencj  nf  tltli  laicum,  il  ihould  bt  reGollecled  Ibst 
HutcluDnD  bad  tliui  monopolized  offices. 
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th^r.  Medioeritate  mta  eontentus  smk  Mj  argu<* 
ment  in  more  respects  than  one^  runs  counter  to 
what  the  wise  of  this  world  call  interest.  This  will 
not  lie,  and  when  a  man  speaks  against  it  there  is 
little  reftson  to  suspect  his  sincerity,  however  lightly 
we  may  think  of  his  understandii^.  RestittUt  rem  is 
a  pompous  motto,  that  I  never*  expect  to  be  com- 
plimented with,  and  I  certainly  will  never  a3sume  it ; 
but  this,  fum  papuli  fasces  non  purpura  regum  flexit, 
k  what  every  man  should  take  care  to  deserve,  be- 
fore he  pretends  to  any  degree  of  philosophy  or 

patriotism.'* 

He  then  proceeds  to  define  the  different  kinds  of 
government,  and  makes  several  extracts  from  Mon- 
tesquieu to  shew  the  mischief  which  results  from 
uniting  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers  in 
the  tame  person,  for  the  purpose  of  severe  allusion 
to  Hutchinson — and  concludes  with  this  paragraph. 

^  Oh  1  Secondat !  thou  wast  surely  inspired,  or 
you  could  never  have  so  exactly  described  the  state 
of  provinces,  perhaps  unpeopled,  and  of  people  un- 
born, when  you  first  felt  their  miseries.  Had  France 
had  many  Montesquieus',  Canada  might  never  have 
been  conquered.  Should  Great  Britain  play  it 
dWay,  when  another  Pitt  appears,  she  may  conquer 
it  again. 

JAMES    OTIS." 

The  feeling  of  a  community  is  easily  excited  on  a 
topic  th&t  SO  immediately  involves  the  interest  of 

.15 


/ 


108  UFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

every  individual.  As  the  legislature  had  separated 
without  coming  to  any  decision,  the  aozietj  of  the 
public  was  kept  alive  as  to  the  result;  thb  discus- 
sion in  the  newspapers  was  therefore  read  with 
an  aviditj,  that  was  not  a  little  increased  hy  the 
character  of  the  principal  writers.  A  curious  ex- ' 
emplificatiQn  of  the  general  interest  taken  tn  thk 
dispu'c,  is  afforded  by  the  following  letters,  which 
were  found  anrtong  the  papers  of  Governor  Hutch- 
inson. Thej  afford  a  proof  also  of  his  care  in  col* 
lecting  whatever  related  to  the  opinions  of  men,  on 
events  of  the  times.  They  seem  hastily  and  carelessly 
written,  and  yet  were  full-  of  meaning.  The  first 
letter  is  from  Mr.  Sewall  to  Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  ask- 
_  ing  of  the  latter  a  little  professional  favour,  while 
attending  a  county  court.  The  questions  in  the 
postscript,  which  forms  the  principal  part  of  the  let- 
ter, shew  what  were  the  prevailing  topics  of  the 
day ;  and  the  answer  discovers  a  kind  of  shrewd  cau- 
tion, as  well  as  ready  wit. 

"  BROTHEEl    BOB. 

Pray  be  kind  enough  to  deliver  the  inclosed  to 
Catch-pole — and  when  you  can  give  me  an  oppoN 
tunity  to  cancel  the  obligation,  please  to  commaDd 
freely — Your  hearty  friend. 

JONATHAN   SEWALU 
Charlestown,  lUh  Feb.  1762. 

"  How  is  the  harvest  in  your  part  of  the  vine- 
yard ?  Which  side  do  you  take  in  the  political  coin 
Iroversies?    What   think  you  of  coins?    What   of 
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Writs  of  Assistance?  What  of  his  Hon.  the  L, — 
G.— ?  What  of  Otis?  What  of  Thacher?  What 
of  Cooke  the  Cobbler?  What  of  patriotism?  What 
think  you  of  disappointed  ambition  ?  What  think 

you  of  the  fable  of  the  Bees  ?  What send  me 

your  thoughts  on  these  questions,  and  PlI  send  you 
fifty  more. 

TAUNTON,  FEB*    17  th,  1762. 
^^  FRIEND  JONATHAir. 

**  Have  just  received  yours,  and  shall  take  special 
care  of  the  inclosed.    Your  queries  demand  immedi- 
ate answers,  in  which  I  hope  you  will  find  a  satis- 
factory display  of  the  orthodoxy  of  my  mind. — Que.  17 
How  is  the  harvest  in  your  part  of  the  vineyard  ? 
%^ns.  The  old  account  is  reversed,  for  the  harvest  is 
small  and  the  labourers  are  many,  and  there  are  ma- 
ny little  Foxes  that  spoil  the  vines. — Que.  2.  Which 
side  do  you  take  in   the    political  controversies  ?^ 
.4ns.  The  right  side. — Que.   3.  What  think   you  of 
coin  ? — jlns.  What  hungry  men  do  of  food,  if  they 
can  get  any,  never  dispute  the  quality  or   the  price. 
— Que.   4.    What    of    Writs  of  Assistance  ? — Afis. 
Never  was  more  in  need  of  them,  I  shall  soon  apply 
for  one  to  get  a  help  meet. — Que.  5.  What  of  his  Ho- 
nour the  L —  G — ? — jins.  As  the  son  of  Sirach  said, 
*  all  things  cannot  be  in  man  because  man  is  not  im- 
mortal.'—Qwe.  6.  What   of  Otis?— ^n^.  What  the 
Virtuosi  do  of  Lemery's  concave  mirror,  which  bums 
up   every    thing    that   cannot   be    melted. — Que.  7. 
What  of  Thacher  ?— .4n*.  As  Jacob  of  old  said  of 
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hie  SOD  Dan,  ob  a  serpent  in  the  waj  that  bifeth  the 
horses  heels,  so  that  his  rider  falleth  backward^^- 
Que.  8.  What  of  Cooke  the  Cobbler?— ^>u.  That 
he  is  digniBed  with  that  title,  which  many  othen 
deserve  much  more. — Que.  9.  What  of  Bedlam  for 
political  madmcD? — ^m.  T'will  by  no  means  d(S 
being  already  occupied  by  madmen  of  a  more  sacred 
profession. — Que.  10.  What  think  you  of  patriotism  f 
— jins.  As  I  do  of  the  balance-master's  act ;  verr 
few  have  virtue  enough  (in  the  Roman  sense)  to 
keep  themselves  perpendicular.— Qtu.  11.  What  of 
disappointed  ambition? — t^ru.  Consult  your  own 
mind  in  having  no  reply  to  this  queition.-^Qu8.  12. 
What  of  the  fable  of  the  Bees  ?-^^ru.  As  it  provet 
the  good  old  word,  ^  the  wralh  of  man  shall  praise 

the  Lord— Que.   13.   What J^Jiu.  Tis    the 

recapitulation  of  all  your  queries." 

M  Thus  I  have  gone  through  my  catechism,  and 
according  to  the  good  rule  of  education,  the  next 
step  is  to  learn  it  with  the  proofs,  in  which  I  shall 
hardly  &il  of  success,  if  I  keep  to  that  standard.  As 
for  your  fifty  questions  more,  with  which  you  threats 
en  me,  I  beg  you  would  observe  a  good  modem  rule 
of  answerii^  them  yourself,  as  you  go  along;  in 
the  mean  time  conceive  yourself  obliged  to  answer 
these  small  queries.  What  think  you  of  our  ■  ■? 
of  our  act? — of  that  strange  compound,  soul  and 
body?  and  of  mankind?  Expecting  to  see  your 
agreeable  Democritical  visage,  t  subscribe,  your  fel- 
low gazer  and  friend.  R.  T.  P." 


un  or  JAHE8  ona  ui 

Jonathan  Sewall,  one  of  the  dass  of  1748,  in  the 
Cambridge  catalogue,  and  for  several  years  Attor- 
ney General  of  Massachiisetta,  was  a  man  of  fine 
talents  and  most   honourable   character.     He  was 
strongly  attached  to  his  country,  and  was  eai'ly  jeal- 
ous of  the  arbitrary  intentions  of  the  British  ministry 
against  it.     After  the  death  of  his  uncle,  who  held 
ihe  place  of  Chief  Justice,  as  mentioned  on  a  previous 
page,   Mr.  Sewall  presented  a  petition  to  the  legis- 
lature, relative  to  his  estate ;  the  failure  of  which, 
he  attributed,  though  erroneously,  to  the  want  of 
support   from  Otis  and  his  father.     Hutchinson,  on 
hearing  of  his  dissatisfaction,  with  his  usual  alertness 
to  gain  partisans,  immediately  courted  his  good  will, 
praked  his  talents,  and  patronized  his  practice.  Soon 
afterwards  the  office  of  Solicitor  General  was  erect- 
ed expressly  for  him,  and  he   was  won  over  to  the 
ministerial  party.     Though  he  was  always  opposed 
to  every  measure  of  injustice  against  his  country,  he 
adhered  to  the  side  of  the  ministry,  from  believing 
as  did  many  others,  that  the  power  of  England  could 
at  any  time  crush  the  Colonies,  and  that  resistance 
would  only  entail  upon  them  the  greatest  calamities. 
Mr.  Sewall  left  Boston  for  England  in  1775,  in  which 
country  he   remained  till  1788,  when  he  came  out 
with  his  family  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  died  soon  after. 
One  of  his  sons  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  the 
other  Attorney   General,   in  Canada.     Mn  Sewall 
wrote  much  in  the  newspapers ;  and  among  others, 
a  very  able  series  of  essays  under  the  signature  of 
MassachusettensiSy  (answered  by  President  Adams, 


/.// 
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under  the  signature  of  jyov-jitigluSy)  has  usuallj  beea 
attributed  to  him.* 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  the  correspondent  of  Sewall 
on  this  occasion,  was  in  the  next  class  to  him  at  col- 
lege. He  stood  high  in  his  profession,  and  took  a 
decided  part  in  politics.-  He  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  one  of  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  in  the 
first  Congress,  and  bis  name  is  enrolled  amoi^  the 
.signatures  to  the  declaration  of  Independence ;  he 
continued  in  that  Congress  through  the  Revolutioii- 
ary  war.  A  voice  whose  tones  were  a  deep  base,  and 
serious  if  not  stem  expression  of  countenance,  gave 
him  an  appearance  of  greater  severitj  than  he  pos- 
8essed.t  He  was  respected  for  his  talents  and  integ- 
rity, which  procured  him  the  post  of  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  afterwards  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  state,  which  he  filled  for  many  years.  He 
died  in  Boston,  May  lltb,  1814,  aged  eighty-four 
years. 

To  return  to  the  question  of  the  currency ;  it  wai 
settled  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  accor- 
ding to  the  principles  which  Otis  had  maintained, 
and  acts  were  passed  to  issue  new  treasury  notes 
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to  replace  the' old  ones,  and  making  gold  and  silver  a 
legal  tender  in  all  cases  at  the  usual  rates.  But 
there  was  one  circumstance  attending  these  acts, 
that  had  more  than  a  temporary  interest :  this  was, 
the  refusal  of  the  legislature  to  make  the  crime  of 
counterfeiting  the  notes  capital.  The  act  was  at  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature  returned  bj  the  Gover- 
nor unsigned,  because  the  offence  was  not  made  capi- 
tal, and  thereby  differing  from  every  other  part  of 
the  British  dominions,  to  whose  practice  he  urged 
them  to  conform.  Otis  was  one  of  the  committee 
on  this  subject,  and  in  their  answer  to  the  Governor's 
communication,  after  agreeing  in  the  mischievous 
and  atrocious  nature  of  the  offence,  they  proceed  to 
say :  **  At  the  same  time,  the  house  are  very  averse 
to  capital  punishment,  in  any  case,  where  the  interest 
of  the  government  does  not  absolutely  require  it. 
And  as  they  doubt  not,  some  other  punishment  than 
death,  will  be  sufficient  effectually  to  deter  from  the 
commission  of  this  crime,  they  cannot  give  their 
consent  it  should  be  punished  with,  death.^'  It  is 
gratifying  to  find  this  early  stand  made  in  our  legis- 
lature, against  the  prodigal  use  of  sanguinary  punish- 
ments ;  a  policy  which  is  about  being  adopted  in  re- 
lation to  the  same  crimes,  by  the  wisdom  and  hu- 
manity of  the  English  parliament  at  the  present  day. 
In  the  winter  session  of  1762,  the  legislature  made 
Governor  Bernard  a  present  of  Mount  Desert  Island.* 
No  opposition  was  given  to  this  grant,  which  shews  a 


*  Mount  Desert  is  an  island,  fifteen  miles  long  and  twelve  broad,  on  tho 
coast  of  Maine. 
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good  will  towards  him,  and  prores  that  the  subjcctt- 
of  dispute  had  not  rendered  him  UDpopolar. 


eiuwtrt  XX* 


Choice  of  a  Colony  Agtni — Mutag*  of  Ontrtutr  Bernard  mpect- 
tng  Troop*,  and  important  dueuHum — Annetr  of  ih*  Legiitaiaee 
Jramn  by  Oiw— Oi^'tdMM  toftbf  tht  Govtnwr^— Ofit'  viiuHt* 
lioN  and  eixIroM/rom  it. 

In  the  winter  session  of  1762,  a  new  agent  for  the 
Colonj  in  England  was  choien.  This  was  an  import 
tant  trust,  and  for  man;  years  was  placed  in  rerjr 
incapable  hands.  The  first  agents  of  Massaohusetta 
were  Hugh  Peters,  Hibbins  and  Weld,  appointed  io 
1641 ;  from  that  period  down,  there  were  oCcasionat 
}y  able  men  entrusted  with  these  concerns.  At  no 
period  however,  were  there  more  ineSicieiit  a^ota^ 
than  from  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Bollao*  in  1762,  tO 

*  "  Mr.  Ballin"  ttji  PreiidenI  Adami,  "  wat  a  kind  of  laaniad  nao,  id 
iDdfrntigable  tiMareh,  and  a  faltbfu)  filend  lo  Aimrlca  ;  tbougb  bi  kM  «B 
his  indaence,  wtwn  hit  faiber'in-law,  Govetaoi  andGeDCcIl  3hirl«]rf  WiotOM 
of  circulalioD,  Tbii  Mr.  Boilan  prinigd  a  boolL  very  early  oa  tbe  "  Righu  of 
tht  Oolaniai."  I  acircBl;  ejti  km*  a  book  nileeplf  despiged,  Tbt  &("■'' 
Ke vie K-B  would  not  allow  it  lo  be  iIm  piodaction  of  ■  tatioaalcnaliliw.  !■ 
Amtiicn  itulf,  it  wai  held  in  no  attaem.  Otii  hinueir,  expreraed  in  tha  Hon* 
of  RepipjdBtatint,  In  a  public  ipeecb,  hiacontempl  of  it  in  then  woldl:  "Ur. 
Bollan's  bonk  ii  tha  iirangsai  thing  I  tni  nad  :  under  the  title  of  •  RighU  of 
the  ColnuJcs,'  he  has  employed  ona  Iblid  of  thii  wark  lo  prove  Ibal  tba  Wortd 
ii  rouorl ;  anolhrt,  that  il  lumi  round  ;  and  the  lait,  (hat  the  pope  »M  B  d**fl 
for  pcetandiugio^Teiilo  whom  b«plea*ed,** 
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the  appointinent  df  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1770;  precisely 
the  period  when  the  greatest  talents  were  requisite. 
Daring  all  the  violent  contests  which  took  place 
in  the  interval,  and  which  itere  maintained  with  such 
fermness  and  vigilance  by  the  colonial  legislature,  a 
leading  qualification  for  ah  agent  ^as,  in  the  minds 
of  the  majority,  that  h6  shbuld  be  a  dissenter.  Mr. 
Bollan,  who  was  all  able  advocate,  and  had  rendered 
very  great  seif'vices  i^  obtaining  the  reimbursement 
for  the  great  expences  of  the  Colony,  was  dismissed. 
Mr.  Bollsm  had  married  the  daughter  of  Governor 
Sh^ley,  and  Governor  Pownal  had  endeavoured  to 
supplant  him  by  his  brother  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  Trade.  He  was  accused  of  some  remissness  in 
h»  correspondence,  but  an  important  circumstance 
against  him,  characteristic  of  the  times,  was  his  be- 
ii^  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Mau- 
duit  who  was  chosen  his  successor,  was  a  dissenter.* 
Mr.  Mauduit's  brother  was  a  hired  writer  in  favour 
of  the  ministry,  and  he  himself  was  unqualified  for 
the  office  he  held.  Mr.  Bollan  was  some  years  after-'  I 
wards  again  employed  as  agent  of  the  council,  i 
Otis,  who  had  no  sectarian  bigotry,  was  opposed  to ' 
Mr.  Bollan,  from  his  political  connexions. 

<<  Ail  this  I  regretted.  I  wished  that  Bollan  bad  not  oiily  been  permitted, 
but  encouraged  to  proceed.  There  was  no  doubt  he  would  have  produced  much 
in  illustration  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  political  supcistition  and  despotism,  of 
the  ages  when  colonization  commenced  atid  proceeded.  But  Bdllan  wtis  dis- 
couraged and  ceased  from  his  labours.^ 

The  opinion  of  the  Ent^lish  Critics,  alluded  to  above,  may  be  found  in  the 
Critical  Review,  foi  1762,  p,  190. 

*  Richard  Jackson,  Esq.  a  friend  of  Governor  BemanTs,  and  ntyitDtfor  Cotf* 
wecticut,  was  associated  with  Mr.  Mauduit. 

16 
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A  bill  was  brought  forward  in  the  legislature  at 
the  same  session,  to  exclude  the  Judges  of  the  Sik 
perior  Court  from  holding  a  seat  in  the  Council,  or 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  lost  by  a 
majority  of  seven  votes.  This  measure  whicb 
would  have  materially  impaired  the  influence  of 
Hutchinson,  and  weakened  the  power  of  the  adinii>- 
istration,  was  of  course  most  strenuously  opposed  hj 
all  their  partisans,  and  called  forth  all  the  efforts  of 
the  former  to  defend  himself^  in  his  incongruous  ent- 
ployments  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  Councillor  and 
Chief  Justice.  Qlis.  and  all  the  members  in  opposi- 
tion, demonstrated  with  unanswerable  ai^ments^ 
the  incompatibility  of  these  offices,  and  the  danger- 
ous abuses  that  must  follow,  from  such  a  violatitHi  of 
the  whole  spirit  of  a  free  government.  It  is  a  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
science  of  constitutions,  that  a  principle  could  not  be 
sustained  sisty  years  ago  in  a  legislative  body,  which 
is  now  felt  by  every  citizen,  to  form  the  basis  of  all 
political  liberty  and  civil  security  :  the  separation  of 
the  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  functions,  is  a 
fundamental  and  undisputed  axiom  in  all  our  govero- 
ments. 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled  in  Sep- 
tember 1762,  at  which  session,  though  it  lasted  on- 
ly a  few  days,  some  important  occurrences  took 
place.  The  Governor  in  his  message,  expressed  his 
regret  at  being  obliged  to  call  them  together  at  that 
unusual  season,  but  that  the  public  exigencies  requir- 
ed it.    He  then  communicated  to  them  a  requisition 
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from    Sir   Jeffery   Amherst,  to  maintam  a  certain 

number  of  men  in  the  service,  the  following  winter, 

during   the   absence    of   the  regular   troops.     The 

Crovernor  next  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  recent  in- 

"vasion  of  Newfoundland,   and  the  anxiety  that  had 

l>een  felt  by  those  concerned  in  the  fishery ;  and  that 

he  had  in  consequence  by  advice  of  Council,  taken 

some  precautionary  measures,  which  had  occasioned 

some  expenses,  the  account  of  which  would  be  laid 

before  them. 

When  this  message  was  taken  into  consideration, 
Otis  delivered  a  speech,  which  he  afterwards  print- 
ed from  memory,  urging  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
quisition. Tile  whole  tone  of  it  is  loyal  and  sincere, 
and  it  shows  a  readiness  to  second  all  the  just  views 
of  government.  He  was  made  one  of  the  committee 
for  carrying  the  object  into  effect,  and  a  bill  was 
reported  without  any  delay,  appropriating  the  money 
to  make  the  required  levies* 

On  the  16th  September,  the  Governor  sent  a 
message  informing  them,  that  to  quiet  the  fears  for 
the  fishing  vessels  from  the  French  expedition  at 
Newfoundland,  he  had  increased  the  armament  of 
the  Massachusetts  Sloop,  and  putting  on  board  fifty 
additional  men,  sent  her  out  for  the  protection  of 
the  fishery.  In  the  language  of  Otis,  "A  little 
paper  only  accompanied  this  message,  with  a  short 
account  of  the  difference  to  the  Province,  by  the 
Governor  and  Council's  enlarging  the  establishment, 
which  amounted  to  about  seventy  two  pounds. 
But  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  commissary's  and 
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other  bills,  which  must  finally  swell  this  amomt  much 
higher.  However,  it  was  neither  the  measure,  nor 
the  expense  of  it,  that  gave  the  house  so  much  un- 
easiness, as  the  manner  of  it ;  that  is,  enlarging  tho 
establishment,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  houset 
and  paying  it  without  their  privity  or  consent^ 

This  message  gave  rise  to  a  remarkable  discu^r 
sion,  and  this  trifling  expenditure  may  be  considered 
as  one  of  the  preparatory  causes  of  the  Revolutioiii 
A  few  years  before  this  period,  it  might  not  haY9 
been  noticed;  but  since  the  attempt  to  enforce  the 
acts  of  Trade,  by  the  Writs  of  Assistance,  tho 
/maxims  laid  down  by  Otis  in  that  cause,  that  ^^taiuh 
/  tion  without  representation  was  tyranny,"  and  ^that 
expenditures  of  public  money  without  appropriar 
tions  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  were 
arbitrary,  unconstitutional  and  therefore  tyrannip 
cal,"  had  created  a  watchful  jealousy  in  the  co^kp 
munity,  and  a  disposition  to  resist  every  encroach" 
ment  on  the  part  of  government,  in  the  manage- 
ment, of  financial  affairs*  The  public  were  th«i9 
taught  to  look  at  principles,  and  to  resist  every  insi4^ 
ous  precedent  inflexibly.  This  state  of  idling  fl(i 
America  is  thus  finely  described  by  Burke }  ^  In  other 
countries  the  people,  more  simple,  of  a  less  mercuri- 
al cast,  judge  of  an  ill  principle  in  government^  only 
by  an  actual  grievance ;  here  they  anticipate  the 
evil,  and  judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievQiiceit 
by  the  badness  of  the  principle.  They  augur  n^ 
government  at  a  distance  ;  and  snuiT  the  approach 
pf  tyranny  in  ev^ry  tainted  breeze." 
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Otist  from  his  first  appearance  in  the  house  in 
1761y  bad  shewn  such  a  superiority  of  talents,  infor- 
mation and  energy  over  every  other  member,  that  \ 
he  took  the  lead  in  1 763,  as  it  were  of  course." , 
H^  engaged  in  this  subject  with  great  earnestness, 
reuyurking  upon  three  or  four  other  appropriations, 
that  had  happened  under  the  present  administra* 
tion,  where  the  Governor  and  Council  had  made 
expenditures  without  the  knowledge,  or  contrary  to 
the  will  of  the  house,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
put  a  stop  to  these  dangerous  practices.  The  mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  who  were  instructed  in  their  answer  to 
remonstrate  against  the  Governor  and  Council's 
making,  or  increasing,  establishments,  without  the 
consent  of  .the  house.  The  answer  drawn  up  by 
Otis,  was  as  follows : 

^^  MAX  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCCLUCNCY, 

**The  House  have  duly  attended  to  your  Excel- 
lency's message,  of  the  1 1th  inst.  relating  to  the 
Massachusetts  Sloop^  and  are  humbly  of  opinion  that 
there  is  not  the  least  necessity^  for  keeping  up  her 
present  compliment  of  men,  and  therefore  desire 
that  your  Excellency  would  he  pleased  to  reduce 
them  to  six,  the  old  establishment  made  for  said 
Sloop  by  the  General  Court. 

^Justice  to  ourselves^  and  to  our  constituents, 
obliges  us  to  remonstrate,  against  the  method  of 
making  or  increasing  establishments^  by  the  Go- 
yemor  and  Council. 


•\ 
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^^It  is  in  effect  taking  from  the  house,  their  most 
darling  privilege,  the  right  of  originating  all  taxes. 

^  It  is  in  short  annihilating  one  branch  of  the 
legislature.  And  when  once  the  representatives  of 
a  people  give  up  this  privilege,  the  government 
will  very  soon  become  arbitrary.  «» 

**  No  necessity  can  be  sufficient  to  justify  a  house 
of  representatives,  in  giving  up  such  a  privilege ; 
\Jx>r  it  would  be  of  little  consequence  to  the  people^ 
\  whether  they  were  subject  to  George^  or  Lewis^  the 
■king  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  French  king,  ij"  both 
V)ere  arbitrary,  a^  both  woM  be,  if  both  could  levy 
.taxes  without  Parliament. 

^'  Had  this  been  the  first  instance  of  the  kind,  we 
might  not  have  troubled  your  Excellency  about  it ; 
but  lest  the  matter  should  grow  into  precedent ; 
we  earnestly  beseech  your  Excellency,  as  you  re- 
gard the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Province,  that 
no  measures  of  this  nature  be  taken  for  the  future, 
let  the  advice  of  Council  be  what  it  may."    . 

When  the  passage  in  Italics  was  read,  Mr.  Paine, 
i  a  member  from  Worcester,  cried  out,  "  Treason  ! 
I  Treason  P^  but  after  a  most  animated  speech  from 
\Otis,  the  answer  was  passed  entire  by  a  large  majo- 
rity, and  Otis  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee, 
to  present  it  to  the  Governor.* 

A  report  was  immediately  circulated  through  the 
town,  that  the  House   had  sent  a  very  improper 


*  A  very  curious  parallel  to  this  scene,  occurred  in  the  legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia, three  years  afterwards,  of  which  an  animated  account  is  gives  by  Bfi[« 
Wirt,  in  his  biography  of  Patrick  Henry. 


r 
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message  to  his  Excellency,  one  that  reflected  upon 
the  king's  person  and  government,  and  was  highly 
derogatory  to  his  crown  and  dignity ;  and  that  they 
had  desired  him  not  to  take  the  advice  of  his  Coun- 
cil, in  any  case.     In  the  afternoon  a  letter  was  ad- 
dressed by  the  Governor  to  the  speaker,  sending 
back  the  message,  in   which  he  says  ^  the  King's 
name,  dignity  arid  cause  are  so  improperly  treated," 
that  he  ^recommends  earnestly,  it  should  not  be 
entered    on   the  journals   as   it   now   stands;    if  it 
should  be,  he  is  satisfied  they  will   again  and  again 
wish  some  part  of  it  were  expunged ;"   especially  if 
it  should  appear,  when  he  entered  upon  his  vindica- 
•  tion,  **  that  there  is  not  the  least  ground  for  the  in- 
sinuation under  colour  of  which,   that  sacred  and 
well    beloved   name    is   so  disrespectfully    brought 
into  question."*     Upon   the   reading  of  this  letter, 
says   Otis,  it    was    moved    to   insert    these    Avords, 
viz    "with  all  due  reverence  to  his  Majesty's  sacred 
person  and  goveiiiment,  to   both  which  we  profess 
4he  sincerest  attachment  and  loyalty  be  it  spoken,  it 
would  be  of  little  importance,"  &c.     "  But  the  same 
gentleman    who  had   before    exclaimed.   Treason  j 
now  cried  out.  Rase  them  !  Rase  them  !  The  amend- 
ment was  dropped,  and  the  sense  of  the   message 
not  being  altered,"  these  "dreadful  words,  under 


*  '<  Bernard  was  no  {reat  thing,  but  be  was  not  a  fool,  ft  is  impossible  te 
believe  that  he  thought  the  oflfeasive  passage  treason  or  sedition,  or  of  such 
danger  and  importance  as  he  represented  it.  But  his  design  was  to  destroy 
Otis.  There  is  your  enemy,  said  Bernard  (after  a  Scottish  General,)  if  you 
4o  not  kill  hiniy  he  will  kill  you.***-Fce8ident  Adams*  Letters. 
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which  hb  Excellency  placed  a  black  mark,  wera 
accordii^ly  eipui^d,  and  the  message  returned  fajr 
the  speaker.** 

Three  days  afterwards  the  goTcmor  sent  a'me^ 
sage,-  vindicating  his  conduct,  and  maintainir^  priaiA' 
pies  that  were  hj  no  means  satisfactorj  to  the 
house.  The  secretary  after  reading  the  messag;«f 
gave  notice,  that  his  Excellency  directed  the  attev 
dance  of  the  house,  in  the  Council  Chamber* 
They  voted  to  insert,  his  vindication  on  the  jotann^ 
A  committee  of  three,  the  speaker,  Otis  and  Tyler, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  during  tin 
recess,  and  the  house  was  then  prorogued. 

Soon  after  this  separation,  Otis  published  tf 
pamphlet,*  giving  fin  account  of  all  these  occurrei^ 
ces  and  justifying  the  course  tfiken  by  the  houM. 
This  production  may  be  considered  the  original 
source,  from  which  all  subsequent  ailments  against 
taxation  were  derived.  The  great  principles  of 
constitutiimal  liberty,  are  shewn  to  rest  at  last  oa 
this  basb,  that  taxation  and  representation  are  iiw 
separable  :  the  specious  pretences  of  public  exped»> 
ence,  which  were  designed  to  mask  the  encroacb- 
ments  of  arbitrary    power  are  all  torn  away ;    and 

•ThB  titls  ii;"ATindicati(inDr  Iha  conduct  of  ttw  HouK  rfRapnieM*- 
ina,  of  Ihe  Piovincs  of  Ihc  MatMchuKtti  Bay  :  marc  pariicululj  in  lb* 
Uit  wimopoftheGcDeialAncnibly.     By  Janici  Oiii,  Emj.  ■  miBibU  of  laU 

Lctiurh,  aucb  only,  tniuj  thia  iRcred  floor, 
Who  ilarg  to  love  their  country  nnri  b«  poor  : 
Or  good  though  rich,  humaiw  and  irin  i)io'  ktMI* 
Jove  gJTc  but  thpR  m'TQ  nDu(ht  to  Uu  from  f«te; 
BoitOD,  piinlcd  by  Ed«i  and  Gill,  1T6I ." 
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the  Tigilance  of  a  clear  sighted  statesman,  is  exhi- 
bited  in  the  utmost  plainness  and  energy.     ^  How 
many  volumes,''  says  President  Adams,  ^  are  con« 
centrated  in  this  little  fugitive  pamphlet^  the  pro- 
duction of  a  few  hurried  hours,  amidst  the  continual 
solicitation  of  a  crowd  of  clients ;  for  his  business  at 
the  bar  at  that  time  was  very  extensive^  and  of  the 
first  importance,  and  amidst  the  host  of  politicians, 
suggesting   their   plans  and   schemes,   claiming   his 
advice  jhnd  directions !    Look  oyer  the  Declarations 
of  Rights  and  Wrongs,  issued  by  Congress  in  1774. 
Look  into  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776. 
Look  into  the  writings  of  Dr.  Price,  and  Dr.  Priestley^ 
Look  into  all  the   French  constitutions  of  govern^ 
ment,  and  to  cap  the  climax,  look  into  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine's  Common  Sense,  Crisis,  and  Rights  of  Man ; 
what  can  you  find  that  is  not  to  be  found  in  solid 
substance  in  this  Vindication  of  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  ?" 


The  preiace  contains  a  frank  statement  of  his 
motives :  "  The  following  Vindication  was  written, 
in  order  to  give  a  clear  view  of  facts ;  and  to  free 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  some  very  in- 
jurious aspersions,  that  have  been  cast  upon  them, 
ty  ill-minded  people  out  of  doors.  Whether  the 
vvriter  has  acquitted  himself  as  becomes  a  candid 
and  impartial  vindicator,  is  submitted  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  public;  which  is  ever  finally  given 
without  favour  or  affection ;  and  therefore  the  ap- 
peal is  made  to  a  truly  respectable,  and  solemn  tri* 
bunal?     At  the   same  time  that  a  sincere  love  !• 

17 
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professed  for  all  men,  and  the  duty  of  honour  and 
.  reTercnce  towards  superiors,  is  freely  ackoowledged, 
it  must  be  allowed  that  one  of  the  best  ways  of  ful- 
filling these  duties,  is  in  a  modest  and  humble  endea- 
rour,  by  cahn  reEison  and  argument,  to  ccKiriDGe 
mankind  of  their  mistakes,  when  they  happen  to  be 
guilty  of  any. 

**  The  more  eloTated  the  person  who  enra,  the 
stronger  sometimes  is  the  obligation  to  refute  him; 
for  the  errors  of  great  men  are  often  of  Tcry  dan- 
gerous consequences  to  themselree,  as  well  ai  to 
the  little  ones  below  them.  Howerer  it  is  a  very 
disagreeable  task,  to  engage  in  any  kind  of  opposH 
tion  to  the  least  individual  in  society ;  and  moch 
more  so,  when  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  of  tho  firat 
^ank  and  abilities,  and  of  public  bodies  of  men,  an 
to  be  called  in  question. 

**  The  world  ever  has  been,  and  will  be  pretty 
equally-  divided,  between  those  two  great  parties^ 
vulgarly  called  winners  and  losers ;  or  to  apeak 
more  precisely,  between  those  who  are  discontented 
that  they  hare  no  power,  and  those  who  never 
think  they  can  have  enough. 

**  Now  it  i»  absolutely  impossible  to  fJease  both 
sides,  either  by  temporizing,  trimming,  or  retreatiif, 
the  two  former  justly  incur  the  censure  of  a  wicked 
heart,  the  latter  that  of  cowardice,  and  fairly 
and  manfully  tightiiig  the  battle  out,  is  in  the  opuf 
ion  of  many  worse  than  either.  All  further  apdogj 
for  this  performance  shall  be  jtumM  up  In  the  adage. 
Amicus  Socrates^  amicus  Ptato,  sed  tnagis  Awit» 
Veritas." 
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His  Vindicatioii  begins  wid^  the  history  of  the 
fessiooy  the  first  i&essage  of  tSa  governor,  his  owp 
speech  in  favour  of  raising  all  the  men  and  granting 
sil  the  aonej  that  was  required ;  then  the  gover- 
jBor's  seeond  message  about  the  fitting  out  the  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  answer  to  the  house  that  was  re- 
preseoted  to  be  treasonable.  His  defence  of  this  pas- 
Mge  exemplifies  the  firmncis  and  wit  of  the  writer. 

^  In  order  to  excuse,  if  not  altogether  justify  tlWX  \    i 
oSensiv^e  passage,  and  clear  it  from  ambiguity,  I  beg  \  \  I 
leare  to  premise  two  or  three  data.     1.    God  made   \  \  ^ 
all  mail  naturally  equal. — 2,  The  ideas  of  earthly    I  A 
superiority,  pre-etiiinence,  and  grandeur,  are  educa-    l    ] 
tional,  at  least  acquired,  not  innate. — 3.  Kings  were     I 
(and  plantation  governors  should  be)  made  for  the      I 
good  of  the  people,  aod  not    the  people  for  them.      \ 
4.   ^  No  goveniment  has  a  right  to  make    hobby       \ 
horses,  asses,  and  slaves  of  the  subject ;  nature  having 
jBiade  sufficient  of  the  two  former,  for  all  the  lawful 
purposes  of  man,  from  the  harmless  peasant  in  the 
ifield,  to  the  most  refined  politician  in  the  cabinets 
jbirt  none  of  the  last  which  ii^allibiy  proves  they  are 
unnecessary.  5.  Though  most  governments  are^  dejac^ 
fa,  arbitrary,  and  consequently  the  curse  and  scandal 
ci  human  naUare  ;  yet  none  are,  de  jurcj  arbitrary. 
^.  The  British  constitution  of  government  as  now  esta- 
lififaed  in  his  majesty's  person  and  family  13  the  wisest 
and  best  in  the  world.     7.  The  king  of  Great  Brit- 
ain is  the  best  as  well  as  the  most  glorious  monarch 
upon  the  globe,  and  his  subjects  the  happiest   in  the 
itfuverse.     8.  It  is  most  humbly  presumed  the  king 
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Would  hare  all  his  plantation  governors  fellow  hia 
royal  example,  in  a  Inse  and  strict  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  the  British  constitution,  by  whicfaf  in 
conjunction  with  his  other  rojal  virtues,  he  is  ena- 
bled to  reign  in  (he  hearts  of  a  brave  and  generous, 
free  and  loyal  people.  9.  This  b  the  summit,  the 
ne  plm  ultra  of  human  glory  and  felicity.  10.  The 
French  king  is  a  despotic  arbitrary  prince,  and  conse* 
quently  his  subjects  are  very  miserable. 

"  Let  us  now  take  a  more  careful  review  of  this 
passage,  which  by  some  out  of  doors,  has  been  re* 
presented  as  seditious,  rebellious  and  traitorous.  I 
hope  none,  however,  will  be  so  wanting  to  the  inte-. 
rests  of  their  country,  as  to  represent  the  matter  in 
this  light  on  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic,  though  re- 
cent instances  of  such  a  conduct  might  be  quoted, 
efforts,  wherein  the  province  has  after  its  most  strenu- 
ous during  this  and  other  wars,  been  painted  in  all  the 
odious  colours  that  avarice,  malice,  and  the  worst 
passions,  could  suggest. 

"  The  house  assert,  that  it  '  would  be  of  littla 
consequence  to  the  people,  whether  they  were  sub- 
ject to  George,  or  Lewis,  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  the  French  king,  if  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both 
would  be  if  both  could  levy  taxes  without  parliar 
ment.'  Or  the  same  words  transposed  without  the 
least  alteration  of  the  sense.  It  would  be  of  little 
consequence  to  the  people  whether  they  were  sub- 
ject to  Geoi^  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  Lewis 
the  French  king,  if  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both 
would  be,  if  both  could  levy  taxes  without  parlia- 
pient. 
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^  The  first  question  that  would  occur  to  a  philoso- 
pher, if  any  question  should  be  made  about  it,  would 
foe,  whether  the  position  were  true.     But  truth  being 
of  little  importance  with  most  modem  politicians,  we 
•hall  touch  lightly  upon  that  topic,  and  proceed  to 
inquiries  of  a  more  interesting  nature.     That  arbi- 
trary government  implies  the  worst  of  temporal  evils, 
or  at  least  the  continual  danger,  of  them  is  certain. 
That  a  man  would  be   pretty  equally  subjected  to 
these  evils  under  every  arbitrary  government,  is  clear. 
That  I  should  die  very  soon  after  my  head  should  be 
cut  off,  whether  by  a  sabre  or  a  broad  sword,  whether 
chopped  off  to  gratify  a  tyrant  by  the  christian  name 
of  Tom^  Dick^  or  Harry^  is  evident     That  the  name 
of  the  tyrant  would  be  of  no  more  avail  to  save  my 
life,  than  the  name  of  the  executioner,  needs  no  proof. 
It  is  therefore  manifestly  of  no  importance  what  a 
princess  christian  name  is,  if  he  be  arbitrary,  any 
more  indeed,  than  if  he  were  not  arbitrary.     So  the 
whole  amount  of  this  dangerous  proposition  may  at 
least  in  one  view  be  reduced  to   this,  viz:  //  is  ofM 
little  importance  what  a  king*s  christian  name  is.    It  / 
is  indeed  of    importance  that  a  king,  a    governor, 
and  all  other  good  christians  should  have  a  christian 
name,  but  whether  Edward,  Francis,  or  William,  is 
of  none,  that  I  can  discern.     It  being  a  rule   to  put 
the  most   mild  and   favourable    construction  upon 
words  that  they  can  possibly  bear,  it  will  follow  that 
this  proposition  is  a  ^ery  harmless  one,  that  cannot 
by  any  means  tend  to  prejudice  bis  majesty's  person, 
crown,  dignity,  or  cause,  all  which  I  deem  equally 


laB  LIFE  OF  JAHE5  OTlb. 

Bacrad  with  his  Extxiiencj.  If  this  proposUiMi  will 
bear  ao  himdfed  ditfereat  coostructioBS,  they  mint 
all  be  adnutted  before  any  that  importE  any  bad  mean- 
fDS,  much  more  a  treasonable  ooe.  It  m  conceived 
the  house  intended  oothtiig  disrespectful  to  his  nu- 
iesty,  his  goveraoietit  or  governor,  io  thoee  words. 
It  would  be  very  injuriouB  to  insinuate  this  of  a  house 
that  upon  all  occasions  has  distinguished  itself  fay  a 
truly  loyal  spirit,  and  which  spirit  possesses  at  least 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  in  a  thousand  of  these  , 
constituents  throughout  the  province.  One  good  na*  / 
tured  conatruclionat  least  seems  to  be  implied  in  ibe/ 
assertion,  »td  that  pretty  strongly,  viz.  that  in  tb 
present  situation  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  it  . 
of  vast  importance  to  be  a  Briton,  rather  than  i 
FreiKhman,  as  the  French  kiog  is  an  arbitrary  dea> 
potic  prince ;  but  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  not 
so  de  jire^  dejae'o.  nor  by  incUnation  ;  a  greater  dif- 
ference on  this  side  the  grave  cannot  be  found,  than 
t!iat  which  subsists  between  British  subjects  and 
t  le  slaves  of  tyranny. 

"  Perhaps  it  may  be  objected,  that  there  are  sone 
differences  between  arbitrary  princes  in  this  respect, 
at  least,  that  some  are  more  rigorous  than  others. 
It  is  granted,  but  then  let  it  be  retnembered,  that 
'  the  life  ctf  man  is  a  vapour,  that  soon  vanisheth  away, 
and  we  know  not  whd  may  come  after  him,  a  wise  mao 
or  a  fool ;  though  the  chances  before  and  since  So- 
lomon, hare  ever  been  in  favour  of  tlie  latter.  There- 
fore it  issEiidtobe  of  little  consecjuence.  Had  it  been 
no  instead  of  little,  the  clause  upon  the  most  rigid  stric- 
taire  might  have  been  found  barely  exceptionable. 


UFB  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  129 

'^  Some  fine  gentlemen  hare  charged  the  expreflsioD 
as  indelicate.  This  is  a  capital  impeachment  in  po- 
litics, and  therefore  demands  our  meet  serious  atteft* 
ticm*  The  idea  of  delicacy  in  the  creed  of  some  po- 
liticians, implies  that  an  inferior  should  at  the  peril 
of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  him,  (i.e.  his  interest) 
avoid  every,  the  least  trifle  that  can  offend  his  supe- 
rior. Does  my  superior  want  my  estate?  I  must 
give  it  him,  and  that  with  a  good  grace,  which  is  ap» 
pearing  to  be,  and  if  possible  being,  really  obliged  to 
him  that  he  will  condescend  to  take  it.  The  reason  is 
evident,  it  gives  him  some  little  pain  or  uneasiness 
to  see  me  whimpering,  much  more  openly  complain- 
ing, at  the  loss  of  a  little  glittering  dirt.  I  must,  ac- 
cording to  this  system,  not  only  endeavour  to  acquire 
myself,  but  impress  upon  all  around  me  a  reverence 
and  passive  obediefice  to  the  sentiments  of  my  superi- 
or, little  short  of  adoration*  Is  the  superior  in  con- 
templation, a  king,  I  must  consider  him  as  God^s  vice- 
regent,  clothed  with  unlimited  power,  his  will  the 
supreme  law,  and  not  accountable  for  his  actions,  let 
them  be  what  they  may,  to  any  tribunal  upon  earth. 
Is  the  suf>erior  a  plantation  governor?  he  must  be 
viewed  not  only  as  the  most  excellent  representation 
of  majesty,  but  as  a  viceroy  in  his  department,  and 
guarded  with  all  the  prerogatives  that  were  ever  ex-  "  * 
ercised  by  the  most  absolute  prince  of  Great  Britain. 
The  votaries  of  this  sect  are  all  monopolizers  of 
offices,  peculators,  informers,  and  generally  the  seek- 
ers of  all  kinds.  It  k  better,  say  they, '  to  give  up  any 
thing  and  every  thing  quietly^  than  contend  with  a 
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superior,  who  by  his  prer<^tive  can  do,  and  (at 
the  vulgar  express  it,)  right  or  wrong,  wiU  have 
whatever  he  pleases.  For  you  must  know,  that 
aciM>rding  to  some  of  the  most  refined  and  fashitma- 
ble  systems  of  modem  politics,  the  ideas  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  all  moral  virtues,  are  to  be  considered 
cnly  as  the  vagaries  of  a  weak  or  distempered  im- 
agination in  the  possessor,  and  of  do  use  in  the  world, 
but  for  the  skilful  politician  to  convert  to  his  own 
purposes  of  power  and  profit. 

With  these, 

The  love  of  €000117  ^  ">  empty  Dame, 

For  gold  they  hunger :  but  oe'er  thirst  for  fame. 

**  It  is  well  known  that  the  least  '  patriotic  spark' 
unawares  'cafched,*  and  discovered,  disqualifies  a 
candidate  from  all  further  preferment,  in  this  famous 
and  flourishii^  order  of  knights  errant.  It  must 
however  be  confessed  they  are  so  catholic  as  to 
admit  all  sorts,  from  the  knights  of  the  post  to  a 
garter  and  star ;  provided  they  are  thoroughly 
divested  of  the  fear  of  God,  and  the  love  of  man- 
kind; and  have  concentrated  all  their  views  in 
dear  self,  with  them  the  only  sacred  and  well  belov- 
ed name,  or  thing  in  the  universe.  See  Cardi- 
nal Riehlieu^s  Political  Testament,  and  the  greater 
bible  of  the  sect,  MandevUle's  Fable  of  the  Bets. 
Riehlieu  expressly,  in  solemn  earnest,  without  any 
sarcasm  or  irony,  advises  the  discarding  all  honest 
men  from  the  presence  of  a  prince,  and  from  even 
the  purlieus  of  a  court.     According  to  MandeviBe. 
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'  The   moral  virtues  are  the  political  oi&prii^  which 
flattery  begot  upon  pride.' 

"  The  most  darling  principle  of  the  great  apostle 
of  the  order,  who  has  done  more  than  anj  tuorfal 
towards  ditfusing  corruption,  not  only  through  the 
three  kingdoms,  but  through  the  remotest  dominions, 
is,  '  that  every  man  has  his  price,  and  that  if  you 
bid  high  enough,  your  are  sure  of  him.' 

"  To  those  who  have  been  taught  to  bow  at  the 
name  of  a  king,  with  as  much  ardour  and  devotion  as 
a  papist  at  the  sight  of  a  crucilix,  the  assertion  under 
examination  may  appear  harsh ;  but  there  is  an  im- 
mense diiTerence  between  the  sentiments  of  a  British 
house  of  Commons  remonstrating,  and  those  of  a 
courtier  cringing  for  a  favour.  A  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives, here  at  least,  bears  an  equal  proportion 
to  a  governor,  with  that  of  a  house  of  Commons  to 
the  king.  There  is  indeed  one  difference  in  favour 
of  a  house  of  Representatives;  when  a  bouse  of 
Commons  address  the  kii^,  they  speak  to  their 
sovereign,  who  is  truly  the  most  august  personage 
upon  earth:  when  a  house  of  Representatives  re- 
monstrate to  a  governor,  they  speak  to  a  fellow 
subject,  though  a  superior,  who  is  undoubtedly  in- 
titled  to  decency  and  respect ;  but  I  hardly  think  to 
quite  so  much  reverence  as  his  master. 

"  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  a  form  of 
speech  may  be  in  no  sort  improper  when  used  argu» 
endo,  or  for  illustration,  -speaking  of  the  king,  which 
same  form  might  be  very  harsh,  indecent  and  even 
ridiculous,  if  spoken  to  the  king. 
18 
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**  The  expressioD  under  censure  has  had  the  appro- 
bation of  divers  gentlemen  of  sense,  who  are  quite 
unprejudiced  by  any  party.  They  have  taken  it  to 
imply  a  compliment  rather  that  any  indecent  reflec- 
tion, upon  his  majc9ty*B  wise  and  gracious  adminietrap 
tion.  It  seems  strange,  therefore,  that  the  house 
filiould  be  so  suddenly  charged  by  his  cxcellcncj 
with  impropriety,  gromidless  insinuations,  Src. 

"  What  cause  of  so  bitter  repentance,  again  and 
a^ain,  could  possibly  have  taken  pitice,  if  this  clause 
had  been  printed  in  the  Journal,  I  can't  imagine. 
If  the  case  be  fairly  represented,  I  guess  the  prov- 
ince can  be  in  no  danger  from  a  house  of  Represen- 
tatives daring  to  s])eak  plain  English,  when  they  are 
complaining  of  a  grievance.  I  sincerely  believe  the 
house  had  no  dis|)osition  to  enter  into  any  contest 
with  the  goveiTior  and  council.  Sure  I  am,  that 
the  promoters  of  this  address  had  no  such  view. 
On  the  contrary)  there  is  the  highest  reason  to  pre- 
sume, that  the  house  of  Representatives  will  at  all 
times  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  governor  and 
council,  and  contribute  their  utmost  assistance,  in  sup- 
porting those  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  io  all  i 
their  just  rights  and  pre-eminence.  But  the  house 
b  and  ought  to  be  jealous  and  tenacious  of  its  own 
privileges ;  these  ai'e  a  sacred  deposit  intrusted  by 
the  people,  and  the  jealousy  of  them  is  a  godly  jeal- 
ousy." 

The  principles  of  this  defence  he  fortifles,  hf 
\  quoting  Locke's  Discourse  on  Government  at  some 
'  length  in  a  note.     His  reason  for  doing  so  he  6e- 
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dares  to  be,  lej^st  ^  some  of  the  priDciples  adyanced 
in  the  Vindication  of  the  House,  should  be  branded 
with  the  odious  epithets,  seditious  and  levellitig.    Had 
anj  thing  to  justify  them  been  quoted  from  colonel 
Algernon  Sydney,  or  other  British  martyrs,  to  the 
liberty  of  their  country,  an  outcry  of  rebellion  would 
not  be  surprising.     The  authority  of  Mr.  Locke  has 
therefore  been  prefered  to  all  others,  for  these  fur- 
ther reasons.    1.  He  was  not  only  one  of  the  most 
wise,  as  well  as  the  most  honest,  but  the  most  im- 
|Mirtial  man  that  ever  lived.  2.  He  professedly  wrote 
his  DiiBcourses  on  GoTemment,  as  he  himself  express- 
es it,  ^  to  establish  the  throne  of  the  great  restorer, 
King  William,  to  make  good  his  title  in  the  consent 
of  the  people,  which,  being  the  only  one  of  all  law- 
ful governments,  he  had  mere  clearly  and  fully,  than 
any  prince   in  Christendom,  and  to  justify  to    the 
world  the  people  of  England,  whose  love  of  liberty, 
their  just  and  natural  rights,  with  their  resolution  to'* 
preserve  them,  saved  the  nation  when  it  was  on  the  ^ 
brink  of  slavery    and  ruin.     By  this  title,  ©ur  illus- 
trious sovereign  George  HI.  (whom  God  long  per- 
serve)  now  holds.  3.    Mr.  Locke  was  as  great  an  or*  ^ 
nament  under  a  crowned   head,  as   the  church  of 
England  ever  had  to  boast  of.     Had  all  her  sons 
been  of  his  wise,  moderate,  tolerant  principles,  we 
should    probably  never  have   heard  of  those   civil 
dissensions,  that  have  so  often  brought  the  nation  to 
the  borders  of  perdition.     Upon   the  score  of  his 
beir^  a  churchman  however,  his  sentiments  are  less 
liable  to  the  invidious  reflections  and  insinuations  that 
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Highftyera,  Jacobites  and  other  stupid  bigots  are  apt 
too  liberally  to  bestow,  not  only  upon  dissenters  of 
all  denominations,  but  upon  the  moderate,  and  there- 
fore infinitely  the  most  valuable  part,  of  the  church 
of  England  itself/' 

After  this  comes  governor  Bernard's  mcESaget 
containing  his  vindication,  whicb  occupies  about  four 
pages,  and  in  which  he  seeks  to  justify  his  conduct ; 
iirst,  on  the  ui^ncy  and  expediency  of  the  measure, 
and  secondly,  that  he  possessed  the  right  constitution- 
ally, to  make  the  expenditure.  Both  these  points  (^ 
defence  arc  examined  and  refuted.  But  the  princ^ 
pal  stress  in  the  argument  is  laid  upon  the  latter^ 
and  here  the  position  assumed  by  the  governor,  is 
not  only  shewn  to  be  untenable,  but  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  Buch  constfuctions  pointed  out  with  a 
clearness  and  force,  that  efTectually  roused  the  pub* 
lie  attention  to  guard  against  every  step  of  arbitrary 
power  in  future. 

Governor  Bernard  met  with  more  liberality  from 
the  legislature  in  the  beginning  of  his  administration, 
than  any  of  his  predecessors ;  but  he  seems  in  the 
course  of  it  to  have  lost  the  good  will  of  all  parties. 
His  disposition  was  irritable,  and  not  placable ;  he  had 
a  very  indiscreet  arrogance  of  office,  and  was  avari- 
cious. In  the  course  of  his  message,  he  alludes  to 
his  conduct  in  his  government  of  New  Jersey,  where 
he  had  taken  much  more  important  steps  with  the 
advice  of  council  only,  and,  when  "  the  assembly  met, 
received  their  thanks."  In  allusion  to  this,  Otis 
observes  ;    "  Whether  the  assembly  of  this  proTmce 
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equal  the  assembly  of  New  Jersey  in  gratitude    or 
any  other  virtue,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine. 
But  this  I  am  sure    of,  that  this  province  has  been 
more  liberal  of  its  grants  to  his  Excellency,  than  to 
any   of  his  predecessors.      Instead  of   any   debate 
about  his  salary^  three  grants  have  been  made  in  less 
than  two  years,  amounting  to  near  three   thousand 
pounds  sterling  in  the  whole  ;  besides  the  very  valua- 
ble   island   of  Mount  Desert,    Avhich  the  province 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  grant,  subject  to  his 
Majesty's  confirmation;  and  which  his   Excellency 
doubtless  will  have  confirmed  to  him.    All  this,  with 
the  ordinary  perquisites,  besides  the  Jidl  third  of  all 
the  seizures,   must  amount  to  a  very  handsome  for- 
tune, obtained  in  about  two  years  and  two  months.'' 
**  To  conclude,  would  all  plantation  governors  reflect 
upon  the  nature  of  a  free  government,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of   the    British  constitution,  as  now  happily 
established,  and   practise  upon  those   principles,  in- 
stead (as  most  of  them  do,)  of  spending  their  whole 
time  in  extending  the  prerogative  beyond  all  bounds ; 
they  would  serve  the  king  their  master  much  bet- 
ter, and  make  the  people  under  their  care  infinitely 
happier." 
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Jtalouty  rapeeting  EpUtopaty —  Contmtny  om  thit  mihjtet     Br. 
Mat/hew— -Dr.  Jplhorp — Dr.  Chmmey — Dr.  Cooper — ft-.  fiyJn. 

The  allusion  made  by  Otis  in  his  Vindication,  to 
the  church  of  England,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Locke» 
was  naturally  suggested  bj  a  subject,  that  was  blend 
ed  with  all  the  uneasy  feelings  of  the  times.  A  jeal- 
ousy of  the  designs  of  the  English  hierarchy  was 
kept  constantly  alire,  by  the  indications  given  from 
time  to  time  of  anxiety  to  extend  its  authority  over 
this  country,  and  by  the  indiscreet  conduct  of  some 
of  its  missionaries.  Fear,  hatred,  and  a  loi^  course 
of  hereditary  prejudices  against  this  church,  com- 
bined almost  all  the  dissenting  clergy  of  New  Ei^- 
land,  in  constant  opposition  to  it ;  and  naturally  led 
them  to  sympathize  with  those  who  opposed  the 
unconstitutional  acts  of  political  power.  The  inteo* 
tions  of  the  church  and  the  king  were  often  men- 
tioned in  conjunction,  and  when  the  ambitious  designs 
of  the  ministry  under  George  III.  began  to  be  appre- 
hended, an  extension  of  the  power  of  the  church  was 
supposed  to  be  connected  with  them.  Episcopacy^ 
or  the  patriarchate  in  America,  was  said  to  have 
been  first  proposed  by  bishop  Sherlock  in  the  reign 
of  George  II.,  which  was  then  very  coldly  received^ 
and  he  was  never  afterwards  summoned  to  the 
privy  council.* 

*  See  Critical  Ebticw,  (or  OctDb«r,  1764.    Article,  Mkybew. 
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No  project  perhaps^  could  shew  greater  ignorance 
of  the  character  of  the  New  England  colonies,  than 
any  attempt  of  the  English  church  to  extend  its 
dominion  among  them.*  The  efforts  of  the  Society 
for  propagating  the  Gospel,  when  made,  not  among 
the  Indians  but  among  the  colonists,  were  looked 
upon  as  designed  rather  to  extend  the  forms  and 
power  of  the  church,  than  to  diffuse  the  knowl- 
edge of  truth.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that 
the  gospel  was  not  preached  and  practised,  for  this 


*  <^  If  ftBj  thing  were  wanting  to  this  necesstry  operation  of  tke  fonn  of 
goyemment,  religioD  would  have  given  it  a  complete  effect.  Religion  alwayt 
a  principle  of  eueigy  in  this  new  people,  is  no  way  worn  out  or  impaired  :  and 
their  mode  of  professing  it,  is  also  one  main  cause  of  this  free  ^irit.    The 
people  are  proiestants,  and  of  that  kind  which  is  most  adverse   to  all  implicit 
suhmissiou  of  mind  ^nd  opinion.     This  is  a  porsuasion  not  only  favourable  to 
liberty,  but  built  upon  it.  I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the  reason  of  this  averseness 
in  the  dissenting  churches,  from  all  that  looks  like  absolute  government,  is  so 
much  to  be  sought  iu  their  religious  t*  n'*ts,  as  in  their  history.     Every  one 
knows  that  tlie   Roman  Catholic  religion  is  at  least  coeval  with  most  ot  the 
governments,  where  it  prevails  :  that  it  has  generally  gone  hand  iu  |iand  with 
them,  and  received  great  favour  and  every  kind  of  support  from  authoiity. 
The  church  of  England  too,  was  formed  from  her  cradle,  under  the  nursing  \  . 
care  of  regular  goveinment.     But  the  dissenting  inteiests  have  sprung  upin ///  , 
direct  opposition  to  all  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  world  ;  and  could  Justify/ 7/  / 
that  opposition  only  on  a  strong  claim  to  natural  liberty.     Their  very  esist-    ' 
•nee  depended  on  the  powerful  and  unremitted  assertion  of  that  claim.    All 
protectantism,  even  the  nK>st  cold  and  passive,  is  a  sort  of  dissent.    But  the 
religion  prevalent  in  our  northern  colonies,  is  a  refinement  on  the  principle  of 
resistance  ;  it  is  the  diffidence  of  dissent  and  the  protestantism  of  the  protest- 
ant  religion.     This  religion  under  a  variety  of  denominations,  agreeing  in 
nothing  but  in  the  communion  of  the  bpirit  of  liberty,  is  predominant  in  most  of 
the  northern  provinces,  wheie  the  church  of  England,  notwithstanding  its  legal 
rights,  is  in  reality  no  more  than  a   sort  of  private  sect,  not  composing  most 
probably  the  tenth  of  the  people.     The  colonists  left  England  when  this  spirit 
wa^  high  ;  and  in  the  emigrants  was  the  hiehest  of  all ;  and  even  that  stream 
of  foreigners,  which  hath  been  constantly  flowinf  into  the^e  colonies,  has,  for 
the  greatest  part,  been  composed  of  dissenters  from  the  establishment  of  their 
several  countries,  and  who  have  brought  with  them  a  temper  and  character  far 
from  alien  to  that  of  the  people  with  Whom  they  mixed,**  Burke, 
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community  was  indisputablj  ooe  of  the  moBt  reU- 
gioua  in  the  world ;  and  that  the  congregatioQal 
ministers  were  not  deficient  in  learning,  was  shewn 
by  the  ability  with  which  they  engaged  in  the  coo* 
trorersy,  against  all  the  talents  of  their  opponents. 
Their  resistance  indeed  was  fortunate,  and  it  aided 
the  cause  of  civil  as  well  as  religious  liberty.  From 
the  first  origin  of  the  colony,  this  jealousy  of  the 
church  had  been  kept  alive  by  a  series  of  ill  advised 
attempts  to  establish  its  power,  but  the  congregation- 
al clergy  and  their  flocks  could  not  be  ignorant'  <^ 
the  consequences,  if  these  attempts  had  succeeded. 
In  the  year  1763,  when  this  contest  broke  out  into 
open  publishing,  the  intelligent  part  of  the  public 
was  not  so  bigoted  as  to  fear  the  mere  forms  and 
names  of  things,  but  it  was  the  power  behind  them, 
on  which  their  eyes  were  steadily  fixed.  Since  the 
independence  of  the  country,  episcopacy  has  been 
fully  established.  When  the  first  bishops  were  seen 
in  New  England,  though  some  strong  prejudices 
were  startled  at  the  name,  yet  the  panic  soon  sub* 
sided,  as  it  was  found,  than  this  title  was  borne  by  a 
christian  pastor  without  tempoi'al  power,  who  owed 
his  elevation  to  the  free  choice  of  his  people.  This 
church,  which  could  make  no  progress  under  foreign 
auspices,  has  since  increased  in  an  equal  proportion 
with  other  sects,  though  its  spirit  is  opposed  to  the 
enthusiasm  and  fanaticism  that  seek  to  make  prose- 
lytes. The  propositions  for  establishing  episcopacy 
were  moderate  EUid  unobjectionable,  but  this  mild 
beginning  could  not  calm  the  apprehensions  of  any 
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man  who  had  ever  considered  the  nature,  and  exam* 
ined  the  progress  of  ecclesiastical  rule,or  who  had  seen 
its  mischief  when  connected  with  civil  government^ 
and  their  pernicious  effects  upon  each  other.*  On  this 
occasion,  it  was  most  fortunate  that  it  did  not  succeed. 
If  it  had  once  obtained  a  settlement,  it  would  have 
gradually  extended  its  influence.  The  government 
would  have  lent  its  aid  to  enlarge  its  own  patron- 
age and  adherents ;  and  the  country  might  in  time, 
have  become  like  Ireland,  burdened  with  the  support 
of  a  double  hierarchy,  not  to  promote  the  interests 
of  religion,  but  to  serve  the  purposes  of  party. 

A  controversy  began  on  this  subject  in  1763,  and 
was  continued  with  little  intermission  till  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence.  It  arose  from  an  article  in  a 
newspaper,  on  the  decease  of  an  episcopal  clergy- 
man in  Braintree,  reflecting  with  great  coarseness 
on  episcopalians  generally,  and  on  the  Society  in  En- 
gland for  propagating  the  Gospel.  This  produced  a 
pamphlet  by  Dr.  Apthorp,  rector  of  the  church  in 
Cambridge,  defending  the  conduct  of  the  Society 
for  propagating  the  Gospel.     Dr.  Apthorp,t  was  a 

^  See  AppendizJtX 

t  The  Rev.  East  Aptborp  wat  born  in  Boston  in  1733,  and  having  passed 
through  Master  Lovelies  school,  went  to  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  Eng- 
land.  After  taking  orders,  he  was  sent  out  to  this  country,  in  the  ftrvice  of 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel.  The  church  at  Cambridge  was  erect-^^ 
td  under  his  care.  The  controversy  in  which  he  became  engaged,  rendered  hip 
situation  irksome,  and  he  went  back  to  England.  He  was  there  made  succes- 
sively Vicar  of  Croydon,  Rector  of  Bow  Church,  London,  and  Prebend  of  Fins- 
bury.  He  published,  besides  sermons,  two  volumes  of  Discourses  on  Prophe- 
cy, delivered  at  the  Warburton  lecture,  at  Lincoln^s  Inn,  and  a  volume  in 
answer  to  Gibbon.  Dr.  Apthorp  had  many  friends  among  the  dignitaries  of 
the  English  church,  and  was  generally  beloved  and  rt spscttd.    His  educatios 
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gentleman  and  a  scholar,  and  his  work  was  weU 
written ;  a  phrase  in  the  beginning  of  it,  howeveFf 
that  he  would  "  settle  the  question  once  for  all," 
shewed  more  sinceritj  in  the  belief  of  the  gooditess 
of  his  cause,  than  recollection  of  the  usual  result  of 
theological  discussions.  He  was  answered  bj  Dr. 
Mayhew,  with  a  degree  of  enei^  and  ability,  that 
placed  him  in  a  high  rank  amongst  polemics.  This 
produced  several  answers,  and  amoi^  them,  one  hj 
Dr.  Seeker,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Dr.  May- 
hew  wrote  two  pamphlets  in  reply  to  his  opponents, 
and  a  very  able  review  of  the  whole  dispute  was 
afterwards  given  by  Samuel  Adams.  It  was  be- 
lieved, that  the  design  of  establishing  this  church  at 
Cambridge,  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  converts 
among  the  students,  and  with  ulterior  views  that  ex- 
cited the  most  acrimonious  jealousy.  The  immedi* 
ate  predecessor  of  Dr.  Mayhew  had  given  up  the 
congregational  form  to  be  ordained  as  an  episcopa- 
lian; a  circumstance  not  calculated  to  lessen  his  ap- 
prehensions of  the  encroachments  of  episcopacy. 
All  his  feelings  and  principles  led  him  to  engage  ac- 
tively, in  what  he  considered  the  cause  of  civil  r  af 
well  as  religious  freedom. 

Dr.  Mayhew,  whose  name  will  be  found  in  the 
class  of  1744  in  the  Cambridge  catalc^e,  was  de- 
scended from  the  first  proprietor  of  Martha's  vine- 

and  ■cclpfiattical  eDgagemenii  naturally  allached  him  to  the  gOTCtDmcnt  of 
England,  bul  he  ulwayB  njaicrd  in  ihe  protpcril;  nr  his  native  laori,  and  re- 
aeired  n'nb  pleasure  all  thosr  who  came  from  ii.  Hr  pa»«d  the  last  twenty- 
tlxjratt  ofbii  life  at  Cambiidgr,  (England)  nfflictp')  wiib  an  BlcuMltOMllOM 
ofiigbl)Uid  died  ia  Apiil  1S16,  at  the  age  of  eigbtr-thne. 
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yard,*  and  his  famil j  had  furnished  several  men  of 
pietj  and  talents ;  some  of  whom  were  distinguished 
by  their  benevolent  and  effectual  services,  as  mission- 
aries among  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  It  seemed 
therefore  to  be  a  very  appropriate  duty  in  him,  to 
discuss  the  conduct  of  a  missionary  society.  Before 
this  controversy,  Dr.  Mayhew  was  extensively  known 
in  America,  and  perhaps  still  more  in  Europe,  by 
the  bold  and  vigorous  character  of  his  writings. 
Among  these  was  a  sermon  on  the  anniversary  of 
"Charles  the  martyr,"  preached  in  the  year  1750, 
which  went  through  several  editions  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  this  country ;  and  its  wit,  sarcasm  and  unhesi- 
tatii^  assertion  of  the  highest  principles  of  freedom, 
made  all  who  read  it,  foes,  or  admirers.  A  more  fla- 
grant instance  of  indiscretion  could  hardly  have  been 
given,  than  the  celebration  of  this  holy-day  by  the 
episcopalians  in  Massachusetts.  It  has  been  struck 
out  of  the  reformed  episcopal  calendar  in  this  coun- 
try, and  even  in  England  it  was  endured  reluctantly  ;t 
but  among  the  descendants  of  the  puritans  and  Com- 
monwealthsmen,  it  offered  a  direct  provocation  and 

*  The  Earl  of  Sterling,  who  claimed  all  the  islands  between  Cape  Cod  and 
Hudson^s  river,  appointed  Thomas  Mayhew  of  Watertown  governor  of  Nan- 
tucket, Martha's  Vineyard,  and  the  adjacent  inlands,  and  in  1641  granted  to 
him  and  his  son  Thomas,  the  Iiland  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  where  he  and 
several  of  this  family  after  him  were  devoted  to  the  conversion  and  civiliza- 
tion of  the  Indians. 

t  Among  other  attempts  that  conscientious  men  have  made  to  get  rid  of  a 
day,  in  the  service  for  which  that  prince  is  compared  to  the  Saviour  of  roan- 
kind,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  house  of  commons  March  1772,  by  Mr. 
Montague,  to  abolish  the  30th  of  January  as  <<  a  day  of  fasting  and  humilia«> 
^i«n,"  the  votes  were  97  yeas,  to  125  nays. 
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insult  to  them,  in  addition  to  what  they  and  othei% 
cpirfTdered  blaBphetny. 
y  Dr.  Mayhew  w&s  the  intimate  friend  of  Otis,  and 
there  was  in  many  respects  a  similarity  of  character^ 
aa  well  as  of  principles.  Both  were  men  of  ardent 
&nd  impetuous  dispositions,  high  minded,  honest  and 
,  indignant  opposers  of  every  kind  of  hypocrisy  and 
'  oppression.  Both  were  men  of  sound  learnings 
energetic  rather  than  elegant  writers;  impatient  of 
disguise,  and  with  an  inclination  to  wit  and  sarcBBin, 
that  sometimes  led  them,  in  the  warmth  ot  discntb 
sion,  to  write  some  things,  they  would  at  a  calmer 
moment  have  omitted.  There  is  also  a  circunoh 
stance  of  sad  resemblance;  both  of  them  were  cat 
off  from  the  public  service  in  the  vigour  of  life. 
~^  One  or  two  passages  taken  from  his  sermon,  "  On 
the  repeat  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  1766,"  will  shew 
in  a  lively  manner,  the  feelings  of  that  period,  m  r»< 
gard  to  parliamentary  taxation  of  the  Colonies  i 
they  will  also  shew  the  patriotic  zeal  and  intrepidh 
ty,  with  which  he  supported  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  justice,  Speaking  of  the  repeal,  he  sayB  \  **  We 
have  never  known  so  quick  and  general  a  transition 
from  the  depth  of  sorrow  to  the  height  of  joy,  as 
on  this  occasion :  nor  indeed,  so  universal  a  flow  fif 
either,  on  any  occasion  whatever.  It  is  very  true 
we  have  heretofore  seen  times  of  great  adversity. 
We  have  known  seasons  of  drought,  dearth,  and 
ppreading'mortal  diseases  ;  the  pestilence  walking  in 
darkness,  and  destruction  wasting  at  noon-day. — We 
have  seep  wid^  devastations  made  by  fire ;  and  atnaz* 
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iog  tempests,  the  heaven  on  flames,  the  winds  and 
Waves  roaring.     We   have   known  repeated  earths 
quakes,  threatening  us  with  destruction*     We  have 
been  under  great  apprehensions  by  reason  of  formida^ 
ble  fleets  of  an  enemy  on  our  coasts,  menacing  fire  and 
sword  to  all  our  maritime  towns.     We  have  known 
times,  when  the  French  and  savage  armies  made 
terrible  havock  on  our  frontiers,  carrying  all  before 
them  for  a  while  ;  when  we  have  not  been  without 
fear,  that  some  capital  towns  in  the  colonies  would 
fall  into  their  merciless  hands.     Such  times  as  these 
we  have   known ;  at  some  of  which,  almost  every 
^  face  gathered  paleness^'  and  the  knees  of  all  but 
the  good  and  brave,  waxed  feeble*     But  never  have 
we  known  a  season  of  such  universal  consternation 
•nd  anxiety,  among  peofde  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  in 
these   colonies,  as  was  occasioned  by  that  parlia* 
mentary  procedure,  which  threatened  us  and  our 
posterity  with  perpetual  bondage  and  slavery.     For 
they,  as  we  generally  suppose,  are  really  slaves  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  who  are  obliged  to  labour 
and  toil  only  for  the  benefit  of  others ;  or,  which 
comes  to  the  same  thing,  the  fruit  of  whose  labowr 
and   industry,  may  be  lawfutty  taken  from   them 
without   their  consent,   and   they   justly   punmhed, 
if  they  refuse  to  surrender  it  on  demand,  or  apply  it 
to  other  purposes  than  thoee,  which  their  masters, 
for  their  mere  grace  and  pleasure,  see  fit  to  aHow. 
^lor  are  there  mai^  Ammcan  understandings  acute 
enough  to  distinguish  any  '^terial  diflerence,  be- 
tween this  being  done  by  a  $ingU  person,  under  tbi 
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title  of  an  absolute  monarch,  and  done  by  a  far  dis- 
tant legislature  consisting  of  manjf  persons,  in  which 
they  are  not  represented ;  and  the  members  where- 
of,  instead  of  feeling  and  sharing  ecjually  with  them 
in  the  burden  thus  imposed,  are  eased  of  their  own 
in  proportion  to  the  greatness  and  weight  of  it.  It 
may  be  questioned,  whether  the  ancient  Greeks  or 
Romans,  or  any  other  nation  in  which  slavery  wai 
allowed,  carried  their  idea  of  it  much  further  than 
this.  So  that  our  late  apprehensions,  and  uniTersaJ 
consternation,  on  account  of  ourselves  and  posterity, 
were  far,  very  far  indeed  from  being  groiu)dles8. 
For  what  is  there  in  this  world  more  wretched, 
than  for  those  who  were  bom  free,  and  have  a 
right  to  continue  so,  to  be  made  slaves  themselves, 
and  to  think  of  leaving  a  race  of  slaves  behind 
them;  even  tho'  it  be  to  masters  confessedly  the 
most  humane  and  generous  in  the  world  f  Or  what 
wonder  is  it,  if  after  groaning  with  a  low  voice  for 
a  while,  to  no  purpose,  we  at  length  groaned  so 
loudly,  as  to  be  heard  more  than  three  thousand 
miles;  and  to  be  pitied  throughout  Europe,  where- 
ever  it  is  not  hazardous  to  mention  even  the  name 
of  liberty,  unless  it  be  to  reproach  it,  as  only  another 
name  for  sedition,  faction,  or  rebellion?" 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse,  he 
dwells  on  his  own  principles  :  "•  Having  been  initiated 
in  youth,  in  the  doctrines  of  civil  liberty,  as  they 
were  taught  by  such  men  as  Plato,  Demosthenes, 
Cicero,  and  other  renowned  persons  among  the  an- 
cients ;  and  such  as  Sydney  and  Milton,  Locke  and 
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Hoadley,  among  the  moderns,  I  liked  them ;  they 
see  med  rational.  And  having  learnt  from  the  holy 
scriptures,  that  wise,  brave,  and  virtuous  men  were 
always  friends  to  liberty ;  that  God  gave  the  Israel- 
ites a  king  (or  absolute  monarch)  in  his  anger,  be- 
cause they  had  not  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  like 
a  free  Commonwealth,  and  to  have  himself  for 
their  king;  that  the  son  of  God  came  down  from 
heaven  to  make  us  ^  free  indeed,'  and  that  ^  where 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is^  there  is  liberty ;'  this  made 
me  conclude  that  freedom  was  a  great  blessing. 
Having  also  from  my  childhood  up,  by  the  kind  pro- 
vidence of  my  God,  and  the  tender  care  of  a  good 
parent  now  at  rest  with  him,  been  educated  to  the 
love  of  liberty,  though  not  licentiousness,  which 
chaste  and  virtuous  passion  was  still  increased  in  me, 
as  I  advanced  towards,  and  into  manhood ;  I  would 
not,  I  cannot  now,  though  past  middle  age,  relin- 
quish the  fair  object  of  my  youthful  affections,  ub- 
ERTY ;  whose  charms  instead  of  decaying  with  time 
in  my  eyes,  have  daily  captivated  me  more  and 
more.  I  was  accordingly  penetrated  with  the  most 
sensible  grief  when  about  the  ^first  of  JSTovember 
last,  that  day  of  darkness,  a  day  hardly  to  be  num- 
bered with  the  days  of  the  year,  she  seemed  about 
to  depart  from  America,  and  to  leave  that  ugly  hag 
Slavery^  the  deformed  child  of  Satan,  in  her  room. 
I  am  now  filled  with  a  proportionate  degree  of  joy 
in  God,  on  occasion  of  her  speedy  return  with  new 


^  The  day  the  Stamp  Act  wai  to  have  gone  into  operation. 
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<Mi  her  face,  with  augmented  beauty  voA 
splendour — Once  more  then,  hail !  celestial  maid, 
the  daughter  of  God,  and  exceptii^  his  son,  the  first 
born  of  heaven !  Welcome  to  these  ghores  agun* 
welcome  to  every  eipanding  heart !  Long  mayeet 
thou  reside  among  ua,  the  delight  of  the  wise,  good 
and  breve ;  the  protectress  of  innocence  from  wrong 
and  oppression  ;  the  patroness  of  learning,  art,  elo* 
quence,  virtue,  rational  loyalty,  religiim !  And  if  any 
miserable  people  on  the  continent — or  isles  of  Ei^ 
rope,  after  being  weakened  by  luxury,  debauchery, 
venality,  intestine  quarrels,  or  other  vices,  should,  IQ 
rude  collisions,  or  now  uncertain  revolutions  of  kin^ 
doms,  be  driven  in  their  extremity  to  seek  a  safe 
retreat  from  slavery,  in  some  distant  climate ;  let 
them  find,  O !  let  them  find  oae  in  America,  under 
thy  broodii^,  sacred  wings ;  where  our  oppresBed 
fathers  mice  found  it,  and  we  now  enjoy  it,  by  tht 
favour  of  him,  whose  service  is  the  most  gloriooi 
freedom!  Never,  O!  never  may  he  permit  thee 
to  forsake  us,  for  our  unworthiness  to  enjoy  thy  en- 
livening presence !  By  his  high  permission  mayest 
thon  attend  us  through  life  and  death,  to  the  regiom 
of  the  blessed,  thy  original  abode,  there  to  enjoy  for- 
sver, '  the  fi^oriouB  liberty  of  the  eons  of  God !' " 

This  h^h  and  earnest  tone,  this  solemn  enthun- 
asm,  were  suited  to  the  times;  they  animated  the 
courage  and  perseverance  of  the  hearers;  they  were 
worthy  of  men  engaged  in  one  of  the  moat  arduoui^ 
and  by  its  consequences,  one  of  the  most  important 
struggles,  that  has  ever  been  maintained  to  secure 
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the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty.  The  sermon 
from  which  these  extracts  were  made,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  dying  testimony  of  Dr.  Mayhew.  It 
was  delivered  on  Friday,  May  23d,  1766,  and  he  died 
on  the  8th  of  July  following,  in  the  forty  sixth  year 
of  his  age.* 

Another  distinguished  clergyman  in  Boston,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Chauncy,  was  the  coadjutor  and  suc- 
cessor of  Dr.  Mayhew  in  the  episcopal  controversy. 
He  was  indeed  partially  engaged  in  it  from  the  year 
1762,  when  he  preached  the  Dudleian  lecture  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  validity  of  Presbyterian  ordina- 
tion; from  which  time  he  gave  the  subject  his 
strenuous  attention,  with  a  perseverance  that  formed 
one  of  the  traits  of  his  character.  After  Dr.  May- 
hew's  death,  the  contest  was  maintained  by  Dr. 
Chauncy,  who  published  various  tracts  on  the  ques- 
tion, between  1767  and  1771. 

Dr.  Chauncy  was  bom  January  1st,  1705,  and  was 
the  great  grandson  of  the  learned  Dr.  Charles 
Chauncy,  the  second  President  of  Harvard  College, 
who  came  to  this  countrj'  in  1638,  to  escape  the  per- 
secution of  Laud.  His  descendant  also  possessed 
great  learning  with  the  unyielding  temper  of  his  an- 
cestor, and  enmity  to  bishops  came  down  to  him 
through  two  or  three  generations  of  dissenting  min- 
isters, as    a  kind  of  heirloom  attached  to  his  name 


*  Dr.  Mayhew  corresponded  with  several  distinguished  men  in  England. 
His  printed  sermons  form  several  volumes.  He  was  instrumental  in  procuring 
many  additions  to  the  library  at  Cambridge,  from  his  friend  T.B.  HoUis,  Esq. 
in  whose  works  there  is  a  portrait  and  many  notices  of  him. 

20 
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and  profession.  Id  the  episcopal  coDtroversy,  h« 
was  opposing  what  be  considered  a  scheme  o£  gor- 
eninieDt ;  but  he  had  on  a  previous  occasion,  been 
equally  conspicuous  in  resisting  the  waywardness  of 
|>opular  feeling,  io  the  CEise  of  the  famous  Whitefield. 
The  prepress  of  that  preacher  and  his  followers, 
he  considered  injurious  to  the  cause  of  true  religion ; 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  *  Newlights,'  their  extravagant 
pretensions,  their  appeals  to  the  passions,  and  tiut 
intrusion  of  itinerant  preachers,  he  held  in  abhorrence. 
In  1742,  he  resisted  the  popular  delusion  in  this  case, 
with  as  much  zeal  and  boldness,  as  he  did  arbitraiy 
designs  afterwards  in  the  other.  He  also  wrote  on 
some  disputed  points  in  theology,  in  tvliich  Sandiman 
and  Edwards  were  his  opponents ;  He  was  considered 
one  of  the  greatest  American  divines,  and  was  well 
known  to  theologians  abroad. 

His  political  opinions  harmonized  with  his  feelings 
on  ecclesiastical  matters.  No  man  was  more  open, 
decided  and  staunch,  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  his 
countrymen.  In  his  writings  he  was  perhaps  more 
calm  than  Dr.  Mayhew,  but  in  conversation  equally 
vehement  against  oppression.  He  used  to  assert 
that  our  cause  was  so  just,  that  if  human  efforts 
should  fail,  a  host  of  angels  would  be  sent  to  support 
it ;  and  when  a  smile  of  incredulity  was  expressed 
at  this  opinion,  he  persisted  more  emphatically  in  the 
assertion,  and  said  he  knew  it. 

He  was  a  man  of  the  most  inflexible  honesty,  who 
felt  the  highest  indignation  at  every  thing  like 
duplicity;  so  that  many  trivial  things  in  the  common 
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intercourse  of  society,  he  thought  worthy  of  serious 
reprehension.  He  had  so  little  idea  of  poetry,  that 
he  could  never  relish  it,  and  wished  that  some  one 
would  translate  Paradise  Lost  into  pr96e,  that  he 
might  understand  it.  The  same  plain  and  straight 
forward  turn  of  mind  tnade  him  like  the  old  divines  ; 
and  to  dislike  excessively,  the  florid,  rhetorical  man- 
ner of  some  of  the  French  sermons.  This  aversion 
to  mere  oratory,  was  probably  increased  by  his  anti- 
pathy to  Whitefield  and  the  netkodists ;  and  led  him 
to  beseech  God  that  he  might  never  be  an  orator  ;  a 
prayer,  which  some  malicious  wit  remarked  had  been 
fully  granted.  Of  few  men  could  it  be  so  truly  said, 
that  he  was  in  earnest  every  moment  of  his  life* 
He  had  the  strictest  principles  of  integrity  in  pecu- 
niary concerns,  and  never  would  tolerate  any  devia- 
tion by  individuals  or  the  public,  from  fulfilling  all 
their  engagements.  The  plea  of  expediency  had  no 
force  with  him  ;  he  vehemently  opposed  all  ten- 
der-laws, and  every  attempt  to  legalize  depreciation. 
During  the  period  that  some  great  losses  were 
experienced  by  the  fluctuation  of  paper  money, 
he  preached  the  election  sermon,  in  1747,  before 
the  governor  and  legislature ;  on  which  occasion,  he 
spoke  in  very  plain  terms  of  their  duty,  as  honest 
men  and  legislators,  and  said,  that  if  their  acts  were 
unjust,  they  would  one  day  be  called  upon  to  answer 
for  them.  The  discourse  gave  some  dissatisfaction, 
and  a  discussion  arose  whether  it  should  be  pi  inted. 
To  a  person  who  came  to  tell  him  of  this  difficulty,  he 
answered ;  '*  It  shall  be  printed,  whether  the  General 
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Court  print  it  or  not ;  and  do  you,  Bir,  say  from  me, 
that  if  I  wanted  to  initiate  and  instruct  a  person  into 
all  kinds  of  iniquity  and  double-dealing,  I  would  send 
him  to  our  General  Court." 

As  a  student,  his  ideas  were  clear,  his  conception 
quick ;  as  a  theologian,  he  was  learned  and  liberaH 
as  a  writer,  plain,  argumentative  and  vigorous }  as  a 
preacher,  sincere,  unaffected,  and,  at  times,  deeply 
impressive ;  as  a  politician,  open,  inflexible  and  patri- 
otic ;  as  a  man,  sudllea  and  vehement  in  his  temper 
eminently  upright,  with  a  seriousness  suited  to  his 
profession,  iuhI  an  earnestness  appropriate  to  a  pe> 
riod,  when  the  most  essential  rights  of  freemen  were 
brought  into  jeopardy,  and  were  to  be  secured  for  Iub 
country  at  last,  only  by  the  hazardous  claim  and  tri- 
umphant assumption  of  national  independence.  lo 
the  whole  progress  of  the  discussion,  from  its  begin- 
ning  with  the  pen,  to  its  termination  by  the  eword, 
he  never  wavered,  nor  refrained  from  giving  his  sanc- 
tion to  the  asserters  of  American  rights;  for  the 
support  of  which,  with  the  enthusiastic  habit  of  pri- 
mitive times,  he  placed  the  most  full  and  devout 
reliance  on  the  kind  protection  of  Providence.  He 
had  the  happiness  to  sec  the  freedom  of  the  nation 
established,  and  died,  February  10th,  1787,  in  his 
eighty-third  year.* 

There  was  another  gentleman  of  the  same  pro- 
fession, a  contemporary  and  friend  of  Dr.  Cbauocj^ 
though  their  manners  were  very  dissimilar,  who  was 

*  Or,  Cfasunc;  printed  about  kxxj  ncinoiii,  seveial  conirovcnUl  iiacisi 
and  mmt  volumes  of  Iheologf. 
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an  advocate  for  the  same  political  principles,  and 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  influential  public 
characters  of  that  time.  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper  was 
bom  in  Boston,  March  25th,  1725,  and  took  his  de* 
gree  at  Cambridge,  in  1743.  He  followed  the  pro- 
fesssion  of  his  father,  who  died  the  year  his  son  left 
college,  and  his  congregation  and  colleague.  Dr.  Col- 
man,  were  so  anxious  to  have  young  Cooper  for  a 
successor  to  his  father,  that  he  was  persuaded  to 
preach  very  soon  after  leaving  college ;  but,  at  his 
own  request,  was  not  ordained  over  the  society  wor- 
shipping in  Brattle  Street  Church,  till  1746.  This 
religious  society  contained  several  of  the  most  distin- 
guished individuals,  either  for  their  wealth  or  talents, 
in  the  town ;  and  was  generally  considered  the  first 
among  equals,  of  all  the  congregational  churches. 
The  situation,  therefore,  placed  its  incumbent  among 
the  leading  circles  of  society :  a  circumstance  of  some 
moment,  where  the  social  intercourse  between  the 
clergyman  and  his  congregation,  was  so  intimate  and 
frequent,  as  it  has  always  been  in  Boston.  No  per- 
son  of  his  profession  was  better  suited  to  adorn  a 
station  of  this  kind,  and  to  derive  from  it  all  the  in- 
fluence it  was  calculated  to  give. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  a  fine  scholar,  but  neither  an  in- 
dustrious nor  profound  theologian.  He  wrote  with 
elegance,  and  his  delivery  was  eloquent.  He  had  a 
readiness  of  thought  and  flow  of  language,  that  gave 
him  great  command  over  his  hearers,  whether  in  the 
pulpit  or  in  conversation.  His  manners  were  polish- 
ed and  courteous,  and  in  the  peculiar  functim^s  of  bk 
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office,  he  had  great  power  to  impress  and  to  sooth.' 
These  qualifications  secured  to  him  the  private  af- 
fection and  admiration  of  his  parishimen ;  while  his 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  the  active  part  which 
he  took  in  public  affairs,  procured  him  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  many  eminent  public  characters. 

Dr.  Cooper  had  very  early  written  upon  some  pi^ 
litical  topics.  In  the  year  17&4  he  produced  a  fam- 
\  phlet,  called  "The  Crisis,"  against  the  excise  act, 
then  before  the  legislature.  He  had  been  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  Governor  Pownal,  and  was  considered 
one  of  his  confidential  advisers.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ministerial  plan  of  taxation  upon 
the  cdbnies,  he  had  taken  a  part  on  the  same  side 
with  Mayhew  and  Chauncy.  He  frequently  wrote 
in  the  newspapers  against  the  measures  of  the  admt- 
nbtration,  from  the  date  of  the  stamp  act  to  die 
Declaration  of  Independence.  His  zeal  in  this  cause 
was  unbounded,  and  his  influence  greatly  increased 
by  his  caution  and  address. 

Many  of  his  contemporaries,  either  by  the  works 
which  they  have  left,  or  by  then-  share  in  political 
events,  subsequent  to  the  peace  of  1783,  occupy  now, 
a  more  prominent  station  than  Dr.  Cooper,  in  the 
public  mind.  Yet,  in  looking  at  some  of  the  writii^ 
and  opinions  of  that  time,  there  were  not  many  per- 
sons who  appear  so  conspicuous,  or  to  whom  a  greater 
agency  was  attributed,  in  the  opposition  to  the  British 
government.  There  were  not  many  individuals  more 
admired  by  one  side,  and  hated  by  the  other.  Few 
vestiges  of  the  rank  he  thus  held  in  public  sentiment 
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mow  remain,  because  his  exertions  were  principally 
of  a  personal  and  temporary  nature.  He  maintained 
a  very  active  agency  in  counsel,  in  conversation  and 
private  correspondence;  an  agency  that  was  most 
powerful  and  salutary  at  the  period,  yet  being  at- 
tached to  no  public  acts,  nor  to  any  considerable 
works,  is  more  dependent  on  mere  tradition,  than 
that  of  many  other  patriots  of  the  day.  He  was 
considered  by  the  British  officers,  and  those  who  ad-  ; 
hered  to  the  cause  of  the  parent  country,  to  have  a 
very  large  share  in  that  opposition  to  arbitrary  mea- 
sures, which  gradually  ripened  into  open  resistance. 
Having  been  frequently  lampooned  and  personally 
insulted,  as  the  rupture  drew  near,  he  was  probably 
saved  from  some  serious  personal  inconveniences,  by ' 
getting  out  of  Boston,  a  short  time  previous  to  the 
skirmish  at  Lexington. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  the  confidential  correspondent  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  who  recommended  to  him  the  French 
officers,  who  came  with  the  forces  of  France  to 
this  country.  They  were  mutually  pleased,  and 
though  the  hospitality  of  the  inhabitants,  to  their 
new  allies,  was  both  frank  and  general,  yet  an- 
cient prejudices  could  not  be  at  once  eradicated, 
and  there  were  many  persons  who  saw  this  inter- 
course with  ill-will.  Dr.  Cooper  had  previously 
learnt  the  French  language  ;  an  accomplishment  at 
that  time  very  uncommon ;  and  its  singularity  in 
a  clergyman,  was  aggravated  in  the  minds  of 
many  persons,  to  whom  it  seemed  a  very  popish  sort 
of  acquisition.  Among  these  officers  were  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  noblemen  in  the  service  ; 
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men,  who,  having  been  bred  at  the  most  refined 
court  in  Europe,  found  a  singular  contrast  of  man- 
oers  in  the  almost  primitive  elmplicily  of  our  socie- 
ty.  Each  had  ihe  charm  of  novelty  for  the  other ; 
and  though  for  a  century  and  a  half,  alt  their  polit^ 
cal  and  religious  prejudices,  and  the  recollectitm  of 
Indian  warfare,  had  made  every  thii^  French,  par^ 
ticularly  odious  to  the  northern  colonists,  yet  these 
new  allies  were  received  in  this  period  of  trial,  with 
the  utmost  kindness;  and  the  reaction  in  the  mindt 
oi  some,  carried  their  prejudices  to  the  other  ex- 
treme. Much  of  this  feeling  was  owing  to  the 
natural  gratitude  for  assistance,  in  a  time  of  adversi- 
ty :  but  the  prudent  and  excellent  conduct  of  the 
French  officers,  joined  to  the  facility  with  which 
the  people  of  (hat  nation  adapt  themselves  to  diffe- 
rent circumstances,  contributed  to  remove  ancient 
dislike,  and  to  create  a  lively  friendship.  Dr. 
Cooper  was  greatly  delighted  with  these  new 
friends,  papists  as  they  were,  and  the  feelir^  was 
reciprocal.  They  admired  his  talents  and  address; 
though  educated  in  a  colony,  with  the  simple  habits 
of  a  dissenting  clei^man,  they  found  in  him  a  know- 
ledge of  the  world  and  a  cast  of  character,  that 
under  a  different  star,  might  have  qualified  him  for 
a  prelate  and  a  courtier. 

Dr.  Cooper  died  deeply  regretted,  at  the  close  of 
the  year  I7B3,  in  the  hfty  ninth  year  of  his  age, 
leaving  only  one  child,  a  daughter.*     His  death  was 


•  Hi>  brolber,   William  Cooprr,  tho  veucBble  to 
hsfcd  (tcadil;  to  tliB  mot  polilical  ptinciple*,  nnd  w 
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after  a  short  illness,  and  by  an  apoplectic  attack, 
which  upon  anatomical  examination  was  attributed 
to  obstructions  caused  by  the  use  of  snufil  He 
published  nothing  with  his  name,  excepting  a  few 
occasional  sermons.  He  was  a  good  friend  to  litera- 
ture, one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Academy, 
and  an  useful  patron  to  Harvard  College.  He  was 
cut  off  before  the  period  of  old  age,  but  he  lived 
long  enough  to  have  his  most  earnest  desires  ac- 
complished^ in  seeing  the  independence  of  his  coun- 
try acknowledged  and  peace  restored. 

Though  Doctors  Mayhew,  Chauncy,  and  Cooper, 
were  more  celebrated  than  any  clergymen  in  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  decided  part  which  they  took  in 
the  arduous  politics  of  their  time,  yet  there  were 
also  many  others,  who  exerted  all  their  influence  in 
the  cause  of  their  country,  and  rendered  great  ser* 
vice  by  their  opinions  and  example.  The  number 
among  the  congregational  clergy,  who  took  the  op- 
posite side,  was  very  small :  but  among  them  there 
was  one  at  least,  who  was  too  remarkable  to  h% 
passed  over  in  silence. 

Doctor  Mather  Byles  was  bom  in  Boston  in 
1706,  and  educated  at  Cambridge;  his  name  will 
be  found  in  the  class  of  1726.  His  father  came 
from  England,  and  his  mother  was  related  to  two 

•us  patriots  of  the  town,  with  the  arts  of  which  his  name  ^  connected  in  an 
official  station,  during  all  the  eventful  period  of  the  revolution*  He  was  Arst 
chosen  town  clerk  of  Boston,  in  1760,  and  was  annually  re-elected  to  that 
•ffice,  till  his  death  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  88,  having  held  that  place  by  popu« 
lar  election,  through  various  changes  of  parties,  forty-nine  years, 

21 
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celebrated  clergymen,  Richard  Mather,  and  John 
Cotton.  After  completing  his  studies  in  theology, 
he  was  ordained  the  first  pastor  of  the  Church  in 
Hollis  street  He  was  twice  married ;  his  first  ¥rife 
was  a  niece  of  Governor  Belcher,  and  the  second 
a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Goremor  Tailer. 

Dr.  Byles  was  a  scholar,  and  fond  of  literature, 
he  contributed  manj  essays  to  the  New  England 
Weekly  Journal,  and  several  occasional  poems,  some 
of  which  were  •  collected  in  a  volume.  He  corres- 
ponded with  Pope,  Lansdowne  and  Watts  ;  the  for- 
mer gave  him  an  elegant  copy  of  the  Odyssey,  and 
the  last  always  sent  him  his  works,  as  they  were 
published.  Beside  these  Miscellaneous  Essays,  in 
prose  and  verse,  which  he  composed  for  recreation 
in  his  leisure  hours,  he  published  a  few  occasional 
sermons,  the  last  of  which  was  printed  in  1771. 

Dr.  Byles  avoided  politics  in  his  pulpit,  and  on  being 
asked,  why  he  did  not  sometimes  preach  on  that  sub- 
ject, he  answered  ;  "  I  have  thrown  up  four  breast- 
works, behind  which  I  have  intrenched  myself,  neither 
of  which  can  be  forced.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
understand  politics;  in  the  second  place,  you  all  dO| 
every  man  and  mother's  son  of  you ;  in  the  third 
place,  you  have  politics  all  the  week,  pray  let  one 
day  in  seven  be  devoted  to  religion ;  in  the  fourth 
place,  I  am  engaged  in  a  work  of  infinitely  greater 
importance  :  give  me  any  subject  to  preach  on  of 
more  consequence  than  the  truths  I  bring  to  you, 
and  I  will  preach  on  it  the  next  sabbath.'^  These 
reasons  would  have  been  deemed,  by  every  one* 
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quite  sufficient  at  another  period ;  but  in  those  times 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  held  to  be  the  voice 
of  God,  and  the  general  feeling  was,  that  he  who  is 
not  with  me,  is  against  me.  If,  however,  there  had 
been  only  this  negative  conduct  to  blame,  he  would 
have  experienced  no  difficulty  ;  but  his  well  known 
feelings  and  opinions  on  political  questions,  and  his 
sarcastic  expression  of  them,  created  a  strong  ill  will 
against  him. 

In  1776  his  connexion  with  his  congregation  was 
dissolved ;  for  any  disaffection  to  the  cause  of  his 
own  country,  or  leaning  towards  England,  could  no 
longer  be  tolerated.  In  1777,  he  was  denounced  in 
town  meeting,  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  after* 
wards  was  tried  before  a  special  court.  The  char* 
ges  against  him  were,  that  he  remained  in  the  town 
during  the  siege,  that  he  prayed  for  the  king,  and 
received  the  visits  of  the  British  officers.  In  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  contest,  this  conduct  might  not  have 
been  considered  a  very  heinous  offence ;  and  even 
then,  was  not  attended  with  any  very  dangerous 
consequences  to  him.  He  was  sentenced  to  con- 
finement with  his  family,  on  board  a  guardship, 
and  to  be  sent  to  England  with  them.  On  being 
brought  before  the  Board  of  War,  he  was  treated 
with  respect,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  confined  to 
his  own  house  for  a  short  time. 

As  there  seems  to  have  been  nothing  absolutely 
treasonable  in  his  conduct,  it  may  be  doubted,  whether 
he  would  have  experienced  any  inconvenience  on  ac 
count  of  his  political  sentiments,  if  he  had  not  pro- 
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Toked  enmity  in  other  ways.  He  possessed  in  a  re- 
markable degree,  a  ready  and  powerful  wit ;  a  quality 
which  commuiily  excites  more  envy  than  good  will,  and 
unless  accompanied  wilh  great  discretion,  is  often  on 
unfortunate  gift.  He  sometimes  eierled  this  talent, 
where  good  natui'e  would  have  refrained,  and  left  a 
lasting  sting  by  a  transient  jest.  He  exhibited  this 
love  of  ridicule  in  various  ways.  On  one  occasion, 
when  sentenced  to  be  confined  to  his  own  house, 
with  a  sentinel  over  him,  he  persuaded  this  sentinel 
to  go  on  an  errand  for  him,  promising  to  take  his 
place.  This  he  did  very  faithfully,  and  to  the  great 
amusement  of  all  who  passed,  the  Doctor  was  seeu 
very  gravely  marching  before  his  door,  the  musket 
on  his  shoulder,  keeping  guard  over  himself. 

He  had  the  greatest  readiness  at  a  pun  or  repar- 
tee, and  many  instances  of  these,  and  of  his  sarcastic 
humour,  are  still  repeated.  A  few  of  them  will^va 
an  idea  of  his  manner.  After  his  trial,  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  confinement  in  his  house,  and  a  guard 
placed  over  him  :  'this  was  done  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  the  guard  was  removed;  on  some  further  com- 
plaint,  a  sentinel  was  again  placed  over  him  :  be  waa 
soon  freed,  and  no  further  noticed.  In  speaking  of 
these  transactions,  he  said  **  he  had  been  guarded,  re- 
guarded,  and  disreguarded"  Directly  opposite  to  hn 
huu^e,  still  standing  at  (he  angle  of  Nassau  street, 
which  was  formerly  without  pavement,  there  was  a 
very  bad  slough  in  wet  weather.  It  happenc^d  (me 
day,  Ihal  two  of  the  selectmen  who  had  the  care  of 
Hie  streets,  driving  in   a  chaise,  stuck  fast  in  thia 


UPE  6F  JAMES  OTIS.  159 

hole,  and  were  obliged  to  get  out  in  the  mud  to  en** 
deavour  to  extricate  their  vehicle.     Dr.  B)le8  came 
out,  and  making  them  a  respectful  bow  said;  *•  Gen* 
tiemen,  I  have  often  complained  to  you   of  this'nui* 
lance  without  any  attention  being  paid   to  it,  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  see  you  stirring  in  this  matter  now.'' 
In  the  year  1780,  a  most  extraordinary  obscurity, 
pervaded  the  atmosphere  on  a  particular  day,  which 
is  always  designated  as  **  the  dark  day.''     The  dark- 
ness, though  perhaps  not  greater,  than  what  happens 
for  a  day  or  two  in  London  almost  every  year,  from 
an  accumulation  of  fog  and  smoke,  excited  astonish* 
ment  among  people  accustomed  to  a  clear  atmos- 
phere ;  and  in  some  timid  minds,  a  good  deal  of  alarm. 
A  lady  who  was  a  neighbour  of  the  Doctor,  though 
above  any  supei'stitious  fears   herself,  yet  sent   her 
9on,  a  young  lad,  with  her  ccmpliments   to  him,  to 
know  if  he  could  account  for  the  uncommon  appear- 
ance of  the  day.     His  answer  was  ;  "  my  dear,  you 
will  give  my  compliments  to  your  mamma,  and   tell 

her  that  I  am  as  much  in  the  dark  as  she  is" A 

ship  from  London  brought  out  300  street  lamps,  for 
the  town  of  Boston.  It  chanced  that  on  the  same 
day,  a  female  neighbour,  who  was  a  new  light  with  a 
weak  mind  and  whining  mamier,  that  was  not  very 
pleasing,  called  to  see  him.  Wishing  to  get  rid  of 
the  visit,  he  soon  asked  with  a  tone  calculated  to 
excite  curiosity,  if  she  had  heard  the  news?  "O,  no! 
dear  Doctor,  what  news?"  *'  Why  three  hundred  new 
lights  have  come  over  in  the  ship  that  arrived  this 
morning  from  Loadon."—- ^^  Bless  me,  I  had  not  heard 
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of  it** — **  Yes  and  the  selectmeD  hare  wiselj  ordered 
them  to  be  put  in  irons  immediately."  His  visitor 
at  once  hurried  awaj  in  great  anxiety  to  make  fur- 
ther inquiries.  A  person  with  this  dispoeition  to 
iarcasm,  muBt  sometimes  expose  himself  to  retorts  of 
the  same  description,  as  occasionally  happened  to 
him.  Having  paid  his  addresses  unsuccessfully  to 
a  lady,  who  afterwards  married  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Quincy ;  the  doctor  on  meetii^  her  said, 
**  so  madanj,  it  appears  you  prefer  a  Qumcy  to  ByM* 
— *'  Yes,  for  if  there  had  been  any  thing  worse  than 
biles,  God  would  have  afflicted  Job  with  them." 

Dr.  Byles  was  in  person  tall  and  well  proportioi^ 
ed,  and  with  a  commanding  appearance.  His  voice 
was  stror^  and  harmonious,  and  his  delivery  grace- 
ful. His  political  principles  were  odious  to  the 
great  majority  of  his  fellow  citizens ;  and  his  sarcas- 
tic, pungent  wit  created  many  a  laugh,  and  .many  an 
enemy.  He  lived  in  retirement  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life,  and  died  July  Stb,  1788,  at  the  age 
of  eight-twa 
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etumter  XK* 

Quettioft  rtipectifig  the  $alary  of  the  Attorney  (hneral — Edmund 
Trowbridge — I'he  Acte  of  Trade — Imtructione  to  Ue  Ageni-^ 
Otii*  ^^  Righu  of  the  CoUmiee^^ — Choice  of  an  Ageni — tnaetmty 
of  Otii — Motwee  of  kU  Conduci, 

Beside  the  memorable  dispute  with  the  governor 
relative  to  expenditures,  in  which  Mr.  Otis  took  such 
a  leading  part ;  he  was  also  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee of  the  same  house,  on  another  topic  connected' 
with  constitutional  principles,  and  in  which  the  house 
of  representatives  felt  a  strong  interest.  In  1762, 
Edmund  Trowbridge,*   the  attorney   general,  pre- 
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*  Edmund  Trowbridge  was  bom  at  Newton,  near  Boston,  in  1709,  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  ITtS.  He  bore  during  a  part  of  his  life  the 
name  o^  Goffe,  after  an  uncle,  but  afterwards  resumed  bis  paternal  name. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  learned  lawyers  in  Massaschusetts,  and  was  first  ap- 
pointed attorney  general  by  gOTemor  Shirley,  in  1749,  and  was  continued  in 
that  office  till  1767,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court. 
He  was  the  principal  judge  in  the  trial  of  captain  Preston  and  the  soldierr,  for 
firing  on  the  people  on  the  5th  of  March,  1770.  His  application  to  his  piofes- 
sicn  had  been  originally  very  severe,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  law  was  pro- 
found. Hutchinson,  while  on  the  bench,  visited  him  very  frequently,  and  de- 
rived much  assistance  from  his  learning  and  readiness  to  impart  it.  But  in 
the  case  of  Judge  Trowbridge,  as  in  some  others,  the  governor  ceased  to  be 
grateful,  when  the  individual  refused  con^pliance  with  any  of  his  wishes.  He 
urged  Trowbridge  to  continue  on  the  bench  at  a  time,  that  the  tenure  of  the 
office  from  ministerial  innovations  on  the  charter,  was  eitremely  unpopular 
with  the  country  at  large,  and  was  disapproved  of  by  Judge  Trowbiidgr  him- 
self, and  this  for  the  pujpose  of  nursing  and  supporting  his  brother,  Forster 
Hutchinson,  whose  inezpeiience  required  some  assistance.  He  refused  very 
firmly  to  accept  the  appointment  against  his  principles,  and  the  governor  then 
treated  him  with  supercilious  coldness  and  neglect.  Judge  Trowbridge  leaned 
in  his  politics  to  the  government  side,  without  however  becoming  obnoxious  to 
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sented  a  petition  to  be  remunerated  for  bis  ofliaal 
services,  which  was  referred  to  the  nest  session.  It 
was  taken  up  in  February,  1763,  and  ne^tived. 
Five  days  afterwards,  Otis  moved  a  reconsideration, 
and  the  subject  was  again  committed  to  him  and 
six  others — a  long  report,  drawn  up  by  Otis,  was 
made,  in  which  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was  re- 
fused, because  the  house  had  no  share  in  his  appoint- 
ment, and  it  bad  been  repeatedly  decided  in  formek" 
cases,  that  the  house  had  a  right  to  participate  in  the 
choice  of  this  officer.  The  report  contained  an 
elaborate  argument  to  shew  that  the  attorney  gene- 
ral was  an  officer  to  be  appointed  by  the  general 
court ;  and,  of  consequence,  refused  **  to  grant  any 
salary  or  pay,  to  any  person  officiating  in  said  office, 
whom  they  had  no  hand  in  choosing."  The  com- 
mittee added,  "  that  they  are  satisfied  that  Mr.  Trow- 
bridge has  behaved  with  fidelity,  integrity  and  in- 
dustry; in  said  office."  The  question  relating  to  t^e 
compensation,  was  then  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature.  In  June,  1763,  it  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  after  some  debate,  300i.  were 
voted  for  his  services.  This  transaction  shews  the 
watchfulness  that  prevailed  on  every  subject,  con- 
nected with  the  rights  of  the  people.  Otis,  in  this 
affair,  contended  strenuously  for  the  principle  that 
was  involved  ;  but  at  the  same  time  was  an  advocate 


tut  fellow  citiiani,  bj  whom  be  wai  Teipected  lor  his  ability  init  upri|!litnFU. 
CcnerBl  WnrrcnoffBrerl  taini  a  pass,  Di  F&ril  ofiufeiy,  in  ITT5,  bin  be  declined 
kcceptiug  ii,  tayiag  be  had  nothing  to  feac  from  bit  ountiymen,  and  he  wa- 
ne rem  oleiied.    He  dJedalCunbiidge,  1793,  in  hit  84th  year. 
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for  granting  to  the  officer,  'the  remuneration  that  was 
honourably  due  to  hioL 

On  the  accession  of  George  the  third  to  the 
throne  of  England,  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
generally,  and  of  the  northern  ones  especially,  were 
never  more  cordially  disposed  to  form  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Elfish  monarch,  on  terms  of 
equality  and  common  favour  with  the  rest  of  his 
subjects.  At  the  same  time,  perhaps^  there  was 
never  a  moment  m  the  history  of  Massachusetts,  a 
colony,  remarkable  for  a  jealous  care  of  its  rights, 
and  very  intractable  under  foreign  controul,  when 
every  encroachment  and  every  assumption  of  power, 
would  have  been  so  keenly  and  instantaneously  re- 
sisted. The  question  about  the  Writs  of  Assistance, 
the  opposition  to  a  trifling  expenditure  in  fitting  out  a 
guard  vessel,  on  at  least  plausible  pretences,  had  exci« 
ted  universal  attention  to  financial  questions.  The  ob- 
jections to  the  incongruous  employments,  that  were 
held  by  lieutentant  governor  Hutchinson,  and  the 
minor  question  about  the  appointment  of  the  attor^ 
ney  general,  produced  a  general  discussion  as  to  the 
constitutional  tenure  of  office.  The  controversy  in 
regard  to  episcopacy,  had  roused  all  the  ardent  fee^ 
ings  connected  with  religious  or  sectarian  attach- 
ment. The  impending  restrictions  on  commerce, 
which  would  fall  with  ruinous  weight  both  on  the 
trade  and  fisheries  of  the  province,  kept  the  trading 
part  of  the  community  in  constant  anxiety.  All 
these  causes  tc^ether,  made  the  patriotic  majority 

90  numerous,  that  the  legislature  of  the  Province 
22 
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would  do  nothing  to  aid  the  sinister  designs  of  the 
ministry;  and  wherever  the  government  attempted 
to  laj  its  hand,  a  bristling  impatience  instantly  an- 
nounced resistance. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1763,  the  alarm  became  ex- 
cessive, at  the  idea,  that  the  navigation  acts,  and  the 
acts  of  trade,  were  to  be  strictly  enforced.  The  mi- 
nistry began  to  put  their  intended  system  of  taxation 
in  operation,  by  a  strict  execution  of  these  trade 
laws,  which  would  give  them  external  taxes,  while 
the  system  could  be  matured  for  raising  an  internal 
revenue.  The  custom-house  officers  were  ordered 
to  enforce  every  regulation,  and  the  officers  of  the 
navy  were  employed  in  the  same  service  on  the 
coast,  so  that  their  vessels  were  converted  into  cus- 
tom-house tenders.  ^  Orders  for  the  strict  execution 
of  the  molasses  act  were  published,  which  are  said 
to  have  caused  a  greater  alarm  in  the  country,  than 
the  taking  of  Fort  William  Henry  did  in  the  year 
1757.^'*  This  comparison  is  not  exaggerated,  though 
the  loss  of  Fort  William  Henry,  which  seemed  to 
leave  the  northern  colonies  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  French  and  Indians,  was  one  of  the  most  disas- 
trous events  they  had  ever  known.  The  vast  im-  ' 
portanee  that  was  attached  to  this  homely  commodi- 
ty, molasses,  could  hardly  be  understood  in  England, 
or  in  the  other  colonies ;  and  the  clamour  that  wa4 
made,  drew  after  it  a  degree  of  ridicule,  by  the  sup- 
position of  its  being  a  chief  article  of  food,  that  la 


\ 


*  Miaot's  Historj. 
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Bot  yet  wholly  obliterated.     At  that  time,  the  im-  ^ 

portation  of  molasses  was  comiected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  almost  the  whole  trade  of  New  England. 
The  molasses  was  received  from  the  French  islands* 
in  payment  for  fish ;  their  islands  afforded  the  only  , 
market  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  produce  of  the  j 
fisheries,  which  was  unsaleable  any  where  else.  If^  i 
then,  this  quality  of  fish  could  not  be  sold,  the 
fishery  could  not  be  continued  for  the  other  sorts 
alone,  that  were  culled  for  the  European  market. 
The  question,  therefore,  involved  almost  the  whole 
of  the  fisheries.  The  molasses,  also,  was  distilled  in 
large  quantities,  for  home  consumption,  and  for  the 
African  trade ;  and  in  various  ways,  it  contributed 
essentially  to  the  means  of  making  remittances  to 
England  for  her  manufactures.  The  reason  assigned 
for  inflicting  all  this  extensive  evil  upon  the  country, 
was  to  benefit  the  planters  in  the  English  islands,  by 
the  consumption  of  some  additional  portion  of  their 
productions ;  but  the  true  motive,  undoubtedly,  arose 
from  the  design  of  taxation,  which  might  be  most 
easily  commenced  by  a  system  of  external  revenue. 
The  town  of  Boston,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  May, 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  instructions*  to 
their  representatives,  which  directed  them  to  use 
every  exertion  to  maintain  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  province,  and  to  resist  all  attempts  to  lay 
taxes  upon  them  without  their  consent.  Memorials 
of  ft  very  pressing  kind  were  presented  by  the  mer- 

*  These  iostructlont  are  printed  at  the  end  of  Otis*&  Rightiof  tbeColonief, 
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chants  of  Boston,  Salem,  sod  all  the  other  chief 
porr^-,  praying  for  protection  againet  the  danger. 
These  memorial  against  the  su^r  act,  aa  it  waa 
called,  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  Otis 
was  chairman,  and  he  made  a  report,  June  13th, 
1764,  containing  a  letter  of  ia>^tructions  to  the  agent) 
Mr.  Mauduit,  from  which  the  foljowiog  extracts  ars 
taken,  which  bear  evident  marks  of  his  manner. 

**  Volumes  have  been  transmitted  from  the  Pro- 
vince  in  relation  to  the  sugar  act,  to  little  purpose. 
If  a  West  Indian,  or  any  other,  by  influence,  is  to 
govern  and  supersede  our  most  essential  rights  a* 
British  subjects,  what  will  it  avail  us  to  make  re- 
monstrances, or  the  most  demonstrable  representa- 
tions of  our  rights  and  privileges.  You  '  hope,  how- 
ever, there  will  be  found  a  general  disposition  to 
serve  the  Colonies,  and  not  to  distress  them.*  The 
sudden  passJr^  of  the  sugar  act,  and  continuing  a 
heavy  duty  on  that  branch  of  our  coounerce,  we  are 
far  from  thinking  a  proof,  that  your  hope  had  an^ 
solid  foundation.  No  agent  of  this  province  has 
power  to  make  express  concessions  in  any  case  with- 
out express  orders.  And  the  silence  of  the  pro- 
rincc  should  have  been  imputed  to  any  cause,  even 
to  despair,  rather  than  be  construed  into  a  taci( 
eession  of  their  rights,  or  an  acknowledgment  of  a 
right  in  the  paHiament  of  Great  Britaio  to  impose 
duties  and  taxes  upon  a  people,  who  are  not  repre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Commons."  * 

"  The  letter  of  the  1  Ith  of  February  is  still  more 
surprising.     We    f;oDceiTe     nolhing   could   restrain 
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your'  libertj  of  opposii^  90  burthensome  a  scheme^ 
as  that  of  obliging  the  Colonies  to  maintain  an  army* 
What  merit  could  there  be  in  a  submiasion  to  such 
an  unconstitutional  measure?  It  is  time  enough  for 
us  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity^  when  we  are  oblige 
ed  to  submit  to  so  unreasonable  an  establishment 
Is  there  any  thing  in  your  power  of  agency,  or  in 
,  the  nature  of  the  office,  that  can  warrant  a  conces* 
sion  of  this  kind  ?  most  certainly  there  is  not  We 
are  extremely  obliged  to  Mr.  Grenyille,^  for  his  kind 
expressions  of  regard  to  the  Colonies,'  But  we 
canU  conceive  it  any  vast  favour,  that  he  will  not 
think  of  ^  any  thing  from  America  for  the  relief  of 
Great  Britain,^  nor  can  we  conceive  it  to  be  exactly 
agreeable  to  equity  and  justice,  that  America  ^should 
be  at  the  whole  charge  of  its  own  government  and 
defence.' 

"  The  northern  Colonies  have,  during  the  late  war, 
exerted  themselves  in  full  proportion  to  that  of 
Great  Britain.  This  province  in  particular,  had  in 
one  campaign  on  foot  seven  thousand  troops.  This 
was  a  greater  levy,  for  a  single  Province,  than  the 
three  kingdoms  have  made,  collectively,  in  any  one 
year  since  the  Revolution.'* 

The  letter  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  colony  had 
defended  itself  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  that 
it  was  now  at  great  expense  to  protect  itself  against 
the  Indians-7-that  in  this  situation,  it  was  grievous  to 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  support  of  large  forces  in 
other  colonies.  ^  And  granting  the  time  may  come, 
which  we  hope  is  far  off,  when  the  British  parlia- 
pi^ent  ^hall  thiiik  fit  to  oblige  the  North  Americans, 
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not  only  to  maintaiD  civil  govenuneot  amtaig  thetn- 
selvea,  for  this  they  have  already  done,  but  to  sup- 
port an  army  to  protect  them ;  can  it  be  possiUe 
that  the  duties  to  be  imposed  and  the  taxes  to  be 
levied,  shall  be  assessed  without  the  voice  or  consent 
of  one  American  in  Parliament  ?  If  all  the  Coionistt 
are  to  be  taxed  at  pleasure  without  our  consent,  will 
it  be  aiij  consolation  to  us,  that  we  are  to  be  assess- 
ed by  an  hundred,  instead  of  one  ?  "  If  we  are  not 
represented,  we  are  slaves :  nay,  at  this  rate,  the 
British  Colonists  will  be  in  a  worse  condition  than 
those  of  any  other  prince :  for  besides  maintainii^ 
internal  provincial  governments  among  themselves, 
they  must  pay  towards  the  support  of  the  national, 
civil  and  military  government  in  Great  Britain.  Now 
it  is  cottceived,  that  no  people  on  earth  are  doubly 
taxed  for  the  support  of  government. 

/  "  The  actual  laying  the  stamp  duty,  you  say,  is 
f  deferred  'till  next  year,  Mr.  Grenville  being  willtt^ 
to  give  the  Provinces  their  option  to  raise  that  or 
some  other  equivalent  tax,  *  desirous,*  ashewasple^ 
ed  to  express  himself,  *  to  consult  all  the  ease,  the 
quiet,  and  the  good  will  of  the  Colonies.' 

"  If  the  ease,  the  quiet,  and  the  good  will  of  the 
Colonies  are  of  any  importance  to  Great  Bi;|tain,  no 
measures  could  be  bit  upon,  that  have  a  more  natu- 
ral and  direct  tendency  to  enervate  those  prinaples, 
than  the  resolutions  you  inclose." 

"  The  kind  offer  of  suspending  this  stamp  duty  in 
the  manner  aiul  upon  the  condition  you  mention, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  this ;  that  if  the  Colonies 
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will  not  tax  themselyes  as  they  may  be  directed,  the 

parliament  will  tax  them." 

«  «  *  «  «  • 

'^  You  are  to  remonstrate  against  these  measures, 
and  if  possible,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  sugar  act, 
and  prevent  the  imposition  of  any  further  duties  or 
taxes  on  these  Colonies.  Measures  will  be  taken 
that  you  may  be  joined  by  all  the  other  agents." 

^^  Ireland  is  a  conquered  country,  which  is  not  the 
case  with  the  northern  Colonies,  except  Canada : 
yet  no  duties  have  been  levied  by  the  British  Par-' 
liament  on  Ireland.  No  internal  or  external  taxes 
have  been  assessed  on  them,  but  by  their  own  Par- 
liament." 

^  It  may  be  said,  that  if  the  Parliament  have  a 
right  to  lay  prohibitions,  they  can  certainly  lay  du- 
ties, which  is  a  less  burthen.  Why  then  has  this  not 
been  done  to  Ireland  ?  Many  prohibitions  have  been 
made  by  the  British  Parliament  on  Ireland,  yet  we 
can  find  no  precedent  of  a  duty  imposed  on  them. 

^  Further,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  equity  and 
justice  require,  that  the  power  of  laying  prohibi- 
tions on  the  dominions  which  are  not  represented  in 
Parliament,  should  be  exercised  with  great  modera- 
tion. But  this  had  better  be  exercised  with  the  ut- 
most rigour,  than  the  power  of  taxing :  for  this  last 
is  the  grand  barrier  of  British  liberty :  but  which  if 
once  broken  down,  all  is  lost. 

"  In  a  word,  a  people  may  be  free  and  tolerably 
happy  without  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  but 
without  the  privilege  of  assessing  their  own  taxes, 
they  can  be  neither. 
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"  Inclosed  you  will  have  a  brief  state  of  the  xis^lM 
of  the  colonies,  drawn  up  by  one  of  our  memberB, 
which  Tou  are  to  make  the  best  use  of  in  your  pow- 
er,  with  the  addition  of  such  arguments  as  your  own 
good  Bense  will  surest. 

**  The  house  rest  assured  nothir^  will  be  (Hoitted, 
that  may  have  a  tendency  to  save  the  {M-ovinea 
from  impending  ruin.** 

An  order  follows,  that  a  draught  of  **the  R^bts  of 
the  British  Colonies**  should  be  sent  to  the  agent : 
and  another,  that  Mr.  Otis  and  others  named,  be  t 
committee  to  write  to  the  other  governments,  dial- 
ing the  recens,  to  acquaint  them  with  these  instruc- 
tions, to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  sugar  act,  to  remoi> 
■trate  against  the  stamp  act,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
house,  to  desire  the  other  assemblies  to  join  with 
them  in  the  same  measures. 

There  was  about  this  time  a  degree  of  hesitation 
and  uncertainty  in  the  cuiduct  of  parties,  as  to  ths 
course  which  they  should  pursue.  The  weak  and 
inellicient  manner,  in  which  Mr.  Mauduit,  the  pro- 
vince agent,  defended  Iheir  interests  in  England, 
made  the  house  resolve  on  choosing  a  new  agent. 
The  lieutenant  governor,  who  had  so  justly  incurred 
the  suspicion  of  the  leading  members  in  the  legisla- 
ture, appeared  suddenly  to  have  recovered  his^-nflu- 
ence.  He  was  chosen  agent  by  a  great  majority,  to 
the  surprise  of  the  public  at  lai^.  The  previous 
instructions  to  the  agent  were  suppressed,  as  being 
too  strong  in  their  lar^age:  and  the  interests  ei 
the  colony  were  to  be  committed  to  a  man  who 
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well  knew  their  value,  but  who  had  shewn  himself 
ready  to  aid  the  most  arbitrary  measures.  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  however,  by  some  scruples  unfortunate 
for  his  own  views,  would  not  consent  to  the*absence 
of  the  lieutenant  governor,  without  permission  from 
the  ministry.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  decline 
jthe  appointment.  Through  his  influence  the  choice 
was  postponed  till  the  next  session,  that  he  might 
in  the  mean  time  obtain  leave  from  the  ministry; 
but  his  opponents  having  recovered  from  their  trance 
in  the  interval,  he  was. disappointed  in  his  hope  of 
being  re-chosen. 

The  conduct  of  Otis  at  this  period,  was  an  object 
of  general  animadversion,  and  the  public  murmurs 
against  him  grew  louder  and  louder.  Having  been 
the  acknowledged  leader  and  adviser  of  the  opposi- 
tion, his  conduct  was  watched  with  great  closeness. 
His  father,  colonel  Otis,  received  a  judicial  appoint- 
ment in  his  county  ;  a  suspicion  began  to  arise  in 
the  public  mind,  that  there  was  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  chief  individuals  on  both  sides,  by  which, 
resistance  to  ministerial  measures  was  ta  be  less 
stern  and  inflexible.  Otis  published  a  work  entitled, 
"  the  rights  of  the  British  Colonies  asserted  and  proty 
cc?,"*  in  which  he  made  some  conces^sions  to  the  pow- 
er of  parliament,  that  were  thought  inconsistent 
with  the  principles,  which  he  had  so  triumphantly 
supported  on  previous  occasions. 

"  The  rio^hts  of  the  British  colonies''  attracted 
much  attention  at  the  time ;  as  well  from  the  theme, 

*  See  AppendizXj 
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abthe  character  of  the  author.  The  work  afibrds 
proofs  of  his  merits  and  defects  as  a  writer ;  it  dis- 
covers learning,  wit,  and  ar^mentative  strength  ■,  and 
at  the  same  time  carelessness,  haste,  and  a  disdain  of 
revising  thoughts,  thrown  off  with  the  rapidity  of  a 
powerful,  impatient  spirit.  The  work  gave  satisfac- 
tion to  no  party ;  the  English  Journals  spoke  of  it 
according  to  the  bias  of  their  particular  views,  but 
without  entire  blame  or  approbation.* 

The  zealous  patriots  in  this  country  dissented 
from  his  admission  of  complete  parliamentary  supre- 
macy :  while  the   officers  of  the  crown  scowled  at 


■  Scicrnl  allusions  were  made  (o  thig  work  in  the  itebaUB  in  pariiamcDl : 
the  tnro  rDlJowing  aro  rxlraciea  from  a  debate  luihc  Houm  of  Lordi  In  Februa- 
ry IT66,  "  or  Ihe  diiiurbancea  in  Ameiica."  The  obierTaiion*  of  uiolher 
ipeukri  alJuded  lo  by  Loid  ManEfietd,  were  probably  not  recotded. 

£ilract  from  Lord  Lyltlelon's  tpeech: — "If  the  cnloniei  are  aubieclB  at 
Great  Britain,  tbcy  ace  represrnled,  and  couicnl  lo  all  statulea."  "  But  it  ii 
■aid  they  will  not  lubmli  to  the  slemp  act,  as  il  lays  an  internal  lai ;  if  thia 
be  admitled,  the  same  leseoning  exteude  to  all  Belt  of  pailiBment,    Tbe  Ameri- 

-tetiial  taxes.     Mr.  Otit  their  champinn  erouts  tiicb  ■  diilincllDU,  and  tbe  aa- 
wmbly  chewed  ihey  were  ddI  cliipleaMd  with  him,  by  making  him  their  lepie- 
'    wnlaiive  at  the  Congress  of  the  iiaiet  general  of  Ameiica," 

Exiiact  from  Lord  Mansfield*!  speech.  "  With  respect  to  what  has  been 
■aid  or  written  upon  thi>  subject,  I  diffei  from  the  nohle  lord,  who  spoke  of 
Mr.  Otis  anrt  hii  book  with  contempt,  though  he  maintained  the  same  doctrine 
in  lome  points,  although  in  others  he  carried  il  further  than  Otis  biniself,  who 
allows  every  where  the  luptemary  ol'Ihe  crown  over  tbe  colonies.  No  man  on 
such  a  aubjecl  is  conlempiible.  OiLi  it  a  man  of  consequence  among  the  peo- 
ple there.  They  have  chosen  him  for  one  of  their  deputies  at  the  Con- 
fiess,  and  general  meeting  fiom  ibe  respective  gorernments.  It  was  said  tbo 
jnan  is  mad.  What  then?  one  madman  often  makes  many.  Massaniello 
was  mad,  nobody  doubis  it ;  yet  for  all  that,  he  overlutned  the  gorecnment  of 
Naples.  Madness  is  catching  in  all  piipular  assemblies,  and  upon  all  popular 
maiteii.  The  book  is  full  of  wildness.  I  never  read  it  till  a  few  days  ago; 
Qu  I  seldom  look  into  such  tbiop." 
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his  lofty  and  unlimited  claim  for  his  countrymen,  of 
the  fullest  and  highest  rights  of  British  subjects. 
The  question  included  principles  which  even  his 
powerful  mind  in  vain  attempted  to  unite;  they 
were  irreconcilable.  If  the  parliament  was  supreme, ; 
and  there  was  no  representation  of  the  colonies,  that 
power  as  regarded  them,  was  absolute  and  arbitrary, 
and  they  might  have  been  lawfully  crushed  under 
restrictions  and  taxes.  It  would  have  been  safer  for' 
Otis  to  have  taken  the  ground  which  he  had  formerly 
maintained,  that  the  dots  of  parliament  were  not 
binding  on  the  colonies ;  because  there  still  remained 
between  this  position,  and  the  abyss  of  independence, 
as  it  was  then  considered,  the  protecting  expedient 
of  a  representation  in  parliament. 

The  ultimate  view  of  the  author  was,  no  doubt, 
to  have  a  representation  of  the  colonies  in  Parlia- 
ment, though  he  alludes  salirically  to  Governor 
Pownal's  work  on  the  "  Administration  of  the  Colo- 
nies,'^ which  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  plan. 
The  scheme  of  a  colonial  representation  was  a  fa-> 
vourite  one  with  many  minds,  and  might  perhaps 
have  been  adopted,  if  the  ministry  had  renounced ; 
their  pursuit  of  immediate  taxation.  What  the  con-' 
sequences  would  have  been  is  now  only  a  subject  of 
idle  speculation;  but,  it  is  very  certain,  that  the 
colonists  would  never  have  been  satisfied  with  the 
chimera  of  virtual  representation.  Yet  in  claiming 
their  own  proportion,  they  would  have  resisted  the 
pretensions  of  others,  that  would  inevitably  haye 
produced  great  alterations  in  the  composition  of  the 
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British  Parliament.  With  regard  to  Otis,  he  was, 
as  usual,  accused  of  madness,  which  from  the  firrt 
moment  of  his  political  career,  was  the  reproach  re- 
sorted to  by  those,  who  could  not  doubt  his  talents, 
,  who  dared  not  suspect  his  integrity,  who  were  asto- 
'  nished  at  his  boldness,  and  confounded  by  the  conta- 
i  gious  enthusiasm  of  his  eloquence.  Though  an  im- 
putation of  madness  previously  communicated  to  our 
minds  against  a  stranger,  will  attach  suspicion  to 
every  movement  and  expression  which  he  may  make, 
however  calm  or  rational,  and  on  this  occasion,  aa 
has  been  seen,  was  readily  admitted,  yet  a  discordant 
theme,  an  almost  contemptuous  carelessness  of  style, 
and  a  vehemence  of  thought,  seemed  to  furnish  some 
colour  for  the  allegation. 

What  were  his  motives  for  relaxing  his  opposition, 
or  acting  in  the  spirit  of  compromise  in  the  legisla- 
ture, and  almost  entirely  abstaining  from  intcrfereiKe 
in  private  meetings  on  political  afTairs,  can  now  be 
only  matter  of  conjecture.  The  wavering  conduct 
of  the  legislature,  was  partly  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 
uncertainty  of  what  were  the  eventual  designs  of  the 
ministry,  to  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  dispute, 
and  to  the  unequal  strength  of  the  parties.  The 
friends  of  the  government  held  out  the  idea  of  the 
determination  and  power  of  the  mother  country  to 
enforce  the  oppressive  revenue  acts,  w  hich  had 
fallen  into  disuse,  or  rather  had  never  been  in  ope- 
ration. Tbey  represented  that  a  strict  enforcement 
of  them  would  ruin  the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the 
colony ;  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  submit,  if  by 
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so  doing,  the  duty  could  be  reduced  to  a  small 
amount,  that  would  not  be  burthcnsome,  rather  than 
to  hazard  the  consequences  that  would  ensue  from 
resistance.  On  these  principles,  Hutchinson  would 
have  acted  zealously,  and  probably  with  more  sue* 
cess  than  arty  other  person ;  and  if  that  course  were 
to  bo  taken,  which  was  to  alleviate  the  burthen  on 
the  countiy,  and  yet  preserve  the  principle  to  the 
ministry,  he  was  doubtless  the  most  suitable  agent. 

Otis  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  governed  by 
considerations,  both  of  a  personal  and  public  nature. 
A  man^  in  his  situation,  might  well  pause  in  his  ca- 
reer. His  family  was  one  of  the  most  respectable 
in  the  colony ;  he  himself  was  at  the  head  of  .his 
profession,  the  pursuit  of  which  was  constantly  inters 
rupted  by  the  thankless  charge  of  public  concerns. 
From  the  first  moment  that  he  took  the  side  of  his 
country  against  the  administration,  he  saw  himself 
denounced  by  it,  and  many  persons  in  his  accustomed 
circle  of  society  estranged  from  him ;  he  found  him- 
self covered  with  obloquy,  ridiculed,  and  pursued 
with  incessant  misrepresentation.  This  was  dis- 
heartening enough  on  the  ground  merely  of  private 
peace  and  enjoyment,  but  it  was  still  more  serious  if 
considered  with  a  view  to  interest  and  advancement, 
because  he  made  immediate  sacrifices  of  no  trifling 
importance,'  and  debarred  himself  frotn  expectations 
for  the  future,  that  would  have  satisfied  any  reason- 
able ambition.  There  could  be  no  selfish  calcula- 
tion in  his  breast  of  any  equivalent  for  the  losses, 
which  he  knowingly  brought  on  himself.     The  cause 
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he  contended  for,  had  no  chance  of  ever  being  abet- 
ted by  persons  in  authority,  or  of  obtaining  that 
favour  with  the  throne,  or  the  paHiament,  that 
ehould  bring  its  adherents  into  power.  ^'With  the 
most  complete  success,  it  could  only  derive  a  passive 
triumph  for  the  rights  of  the  colonists,  without  the 
probability  of  any  reward  to  those  who  had  main* 
tained  them. 

I  As  a  question  of  public  expediency,  resistance  to 
I  the  parent  country,  in  all  reflecting  minds,  was  re- 
Iplete  with  difficulty  and  danger.  A  contest  with  the 
British  government,  whose  power  in  the  colonies  was 
thought  to  be  irresistible,  seemed  downright  madness 
to  many.  It  was  particularly  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  public  at  this  period,  (hough  they  were 
at  the  same  time,  so  jealously  alert  against  every 
. .,  encroachment  on  their  rights.  The  Colonies  had 
I  c  just  come  out  of  a  war  in  which  they  had  made 
great  efforts,  and  by  driving  the  French  from  Cana- 
da, had  accomplished  an  object,  which  they  had  been 
labouring  for  above  seventy  yeai-s  to  achieve.  They 
enjoyed  a  large  share  in  this  triumph,  a  high  feelii^ 
of  equality,  and  a  closer  sympathy  with  the  nation 
to  whom  it  was  attributed.  They  felt  under  a 
youthful  sovereign,  ^  who  gloried  in  the  name  of 
Briton,**  that  hope  and  affection,  which  the  begio- 
ning  of  a  new  reign  is  apt  to  inspire ;  and  this  epoch 
being  attended  with  the  conclusion  of  an  advan- 
tageous peace,  they  were  led  more  fully  to  indulge- 
in  those  illusions  about  the  di^ty  and  beneflcence 
of  the  monarch,  which  subjects,  who  are  placed  at  a 
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great  distance  from  the  throne,  are  always  ready  to 
entertain.  All  the  public  documents  and  the  private 
traditions,  respecting  that  period,  shew  these  feelings 
to  have  been  predominant ;  and  that  during  the 
whole  existence  of  the  Northern  Colonies  especially, 
there  never  was  a  time  when  they  were  better  af- 
fected towards  the  parent  state,  or  could  have  been 
more  heartily  allied  to  its  dominion  and  interests  by 
a  system  of  wise  and  liberal  policy.* 

The  danger  of  opposition  was  also  strongly  felt 
by  all  thinking  and  honest  minds,  who  saw  its  possi* 
ble  or  probable  termination  in  civil  war.     Such  a 

*  An  interesting  passage  from  one  of  Governor  Pownal's  speeches,  may  be 
cited  in  confirmation  of  these  opinions,  and  will  serve  to  show  bow  these 
people,  who  were  so  jealous  and  inflexible  in  resisting  arbitrary  measures^ 
would  have  acted,  if  treated  with  justice  and  liberality.  It  is  from  a  speech 
delivered  May  8,  1770,  in  a  debate  <*  on  the  disturbances  in  America,''  whe» 
the  ministry  were  trying  the  effect  of  their  power  on  Massachusetts,  by  some 
new  act  of  severity.  Governor  Pownal  gave  some  historical  proofs  of  the 
loyalty  and  services  of  Massachusetts ;  such  as  the  taking  of  Nova  Scotia,  in 
1711,  the  capture  of  Louisbourgh  in  1745,  their  immense  exertions  In  men  and 
money,  for  the  war  that  terminated  with  the  peace  of  1763,  an^  tten  proceed- 
ed to  say  :  *<  There  is  another  service  which  though  the  occasion  never  called 
for  it,  yet  was  in  intention,  and  from  the  weight  and  influence  of  those  who 
were  consulted  and  knew  the  spirit  of  the  people,  I  may  venture  to  say,  would 
have  been  performed.  Haud  incerta  pro  ctrta  habeo.  I  speak  of  what  was 
plotted  and  set  dowif.  When  it  was  apprehended  that  the  French  might  in- 
vade England,  and  land  a  body  of  troops  in  it,  th«>re  was  a  design  amongst 
those  who  had  an  authority  and  lead  with  this  people  there,  and  who  would 
have  been  able  to  have  led  them  into  the  execution  of  it — there  was  a 
design,  to  propose  the  bringing  over  to  this  country,  a  body  of  men,  to 
the  assistance  of  the  mother  country,  which  they  call  their  home ;  and 
if  the  French  had  actually  landed  any  troops  on  English  ground,  this 
disaffected,  this  disloyal  people,  would  have  come  to  the  assistance  of 
their  parent  country,  this  their  home,  the  native  country  of  the  colonists. 
But  what  is  the  case  now  and  how  are  matters  changed  ?  Under  an  idea 
that  this  people  cannot  be  recalled  to  a  sense  of  lawful  authority,  we  are 
sending  troops  there  to  insure  their  obedience,  and  to  preserve  their  union 
with  US."* 
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strugs;le  was  contemplated  with  deep  apprchei 
not  so  much  in  regard  to  the  iieeming  disparity  of 
resources  between  the  parties,  as  to  the  situatitHi  c^ 
the  colonies  themselves,  if  successful  agaiost  theo* 
l.oppresdors.  It  was  feared  thej  would  be  thrown 
.into  a  state  of  hopeless  anarchy,  and  destnictire 
{Contests  with  each  other;  being  without  any  system 
!of  general  government,  any  basis  of  harmony,  or  any 
means  of  defence  against  foreign  enemies."  Thea^  - 
Icolooies  had  been  founded  by  men  with  different 
I  views,  and  various  principles,  political  and  religious; 
ignorance  of  each  other,  and  their  slight  intercourse 
i  still  prevented  the  removal  of  early   prejudices  and 


lothe  ■■Halifai  libtl," 
>  Ih>  whole  BOcieTy  or 


;ii  orpnrliBmpnt  atnaiiw  ibent. 

,*ign  power ;   and  if  ibe  pailia- 


•  The  following passFige  if  Inker  from  Oil; 
page  16.  "  The  suprrnie  Ipgihiaiive,  inrfefcl 
commiiniiy,  ai  well  the  duminlDnf  a'  ihe  ri 
why  the  doininiona  are  juttty  bound  by  lucb 
This  ii  implieil  in  Ihe  irten  of  a  supieme,  bo 

menl  had  nm  euih  authority,  Ihe  toloniM  would  be  inrteptnrtpnt,  «-hii 
but  leMt,  foola,  or  ina<1rneu,  Rill   caulenil  for.     God  foibid,  theie  coloniti, 
■hould  eier  prove  undutiful  (o  theii  moihet  country  I     Whenever  aurh  a  day 

I*f[  10  themwivei,  tii-niDrrow,  America  would  be  a  mete  ihamblei  of  blool 
and  ronfii!.1nn,  before  littip  |M"}  BUtec  could  be  Killed.  How  many  milliniK 
rausi  pfiith  in  building  iipgieni  empitcB?  How  many  inu«t  be  ruined  by 
ibeir  fall  ?  Lei  any  man  reflecl  on  (he  revalulioni  of  goierDntent,  aocieiit 
and  nH^drrn,  und   he  will  think  himself  happy   in  being  born  here,  in  the  in- 

any  wntiimnn,  but  those  of  loyally,  paiieuce,  meeknesr,  and  forbtRTaDCC, 
under  any  hanlfhip^  that  in    he  course  ofiinie,  Ihey  may   be  subjecud  to. 


ing  far  jujlice,  not  for  ■  revoli 


ji-h  i-niimnoB  sacrifiref,  he  stiti  makei  a 
ihf  words,  "cnntiMeni  with  Ihe  chnrnrteiormvn  and  Chiittiaiu,'' 
ijhts  of  which  hf  wb»  the  gieni  champion,  and  which  ha  afurwaxda 
1  only  ID  be  nnuDtained  by  awumiug  iadependtnce. 
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jealousies,  which  had  been  mutually  formed.  Onlj' 
one  abortive  effort,  had  ever  been  attempted  to 
organise  a  confederation  and  to  combine  their  inte- 
rests. Their  present  national  union,  established  un- 
der the  direction  of  wisdom,  moderation,  magna* 
nimity,  and  virtue,  rarely  witnessed  in  the  history  of 
human  affairs,  could  not  have  been  expected  by  the 
most  sanguine :  that  system  of  concession  and  com- 
promise, of  wide  views  and  beneficent  intentions, 
which  in  the  brief  period  of  a  single  generation,  has 
formed  so  many  separate  and  disjointed  govern- 
ments into  one  powerful  and  harmonious  confedera- 
tion ;  in  which  by  a  reciprocity  of  intercourse  every 
portion  is  united  to  the  rest,  by  the  most  powerful 
ties  of  interest,  policy,  and  relationship;  and  the 
whole  blended  into  one  nation,  more  intimately 
allied,  and  with  fewer  diversities  of  character,  lan- 
guage, habits  and  interests,  than  any  empire  of  simi- 
lar extent  in  the  world :  all  this  accumulation  of 
happiness  and  strength,  would  have  seemed  only  a 
splendid  vision,  beyond  the  conception  of  prophecy. 
The  most  ardent  patriot  could  not  have  anticipated 
what  has  now  become  a  glorious  reality,  which,  from 
the  suddenness  and  grandeur  of  its  existence,  will 
seem  to  future  ages  to  have  been  created  instanta- 
neously ;  and  the  origin  of  this  nation  may,  in  after 
times,  be  likened  to  the  fable  of  Minerva,  starting 
into  being,  all  armed,  wise  and  immortal. 

A  struggle  that  might    terminate   in  the  despe- 
rate results  of  civil  war   and   intestine   commotion, 
was   regarded  by   the    wisest  men,   with    peculiar 
24 
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aversion.  The  leading  patriots  of  that  time,  though 
stern  republicans  in  their  habits,  practice,  and  many 
of  their  principles,  were  theoretically  royalists  j 
,  and  were  ready  to  obey  their  distant  sovereign  with 
.  alacrity,  as  long  as  he  refrained  from  encroaching  on 
'  their  privileges.  Otis  in  many  places  of  his  works, 
professes  the  strongest  allegiance,  to  the  sovereign, 
and  great  admiration  for  the  British  Constitution. 
When  he  began  his  opposition,  he  believed  he  was 
only  resisting  the  iniquitous  and  arbitrary  measures 
of  a  ministry,  which  had  deceived  their  king  ;  and 
that  a  change  of  men  and  measures  would  restore 
harmony  to  the  colonies,  and  place  their  rights  in 
security.  But,  in  proportion  as  circumstances  un- 
folded the  designs  of  the  English  ministry,  and  dis- 
covered  the  outlines  of  a  systematic  plan  of  taxa- 
tion;  the  hope  of  any  alleviation,  by  a  change  of 
men,  was  neurly  destroyed,  and  the  tremendous  al- 
ternative of  an  armed  resistance,  became  more 
distinctly  shadowed  out  in  the  dark  uncertainty  of 
the  future. 

Those  who  were  to  lead  in  such  a  course  as  this^ 
where  fortune,  life  and  honour,  were  all  to  be 
hazarded,  might  well  pause  before  they  advanced 
to  positions,  from  which  there  was  no  retreat.  Otis 
was  at  this  time,  the  acknowledged  head  of  opposi- 
tion. Every  measure  was  undertaken  by  his  ad- 
vice, and  supported  by  his  efforts.  It  behoved 
him  esi>ccially,  (o  make  a  calculation  of  consequent 
ces.  The  ministry  showed  the  most  determined 
resolution  to  enforce  the   acts  of  trade:   and  the 
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feeling  of  the  greater  part  of  the  nation,  was  in 
unison  with  this  spirit. 

Bernard  and  Hutchinson,  who  in  the  beginning, 
advised  their  superiors  to  be  moderate  in  the 
burthens  which  they  imposed,  were  anxious  to  make 
a  compromise  with  the  opposition.  Although  thej 
shewed  by  their  subsequent  conduct,  that  their  pla- 
ces and  emoluments  were  to  be  preserved  at  all 
hazards,  and  that  thej  would  aid  in  prostrating  the 
liberty  and  prosperity  of  all  the  colonies,  rather  than 
relinquish  them ;  yet  at  first,  they  seemed  anxious  to 
prevent  affairs  from  going  to  extremes.  They  held 
up  therefore  in  the  strongest  light,  the  determina- 
tion and  the  power  of  the  government,  and  that  the 
only  safe  course  would  be  to  submit  to  the  princi- 
ple, and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  diminution  of  the  du- 
ties named  in  the  Revenue  Acts :  that  by  this 
means  our  trade  would  only  be  subjected  to  a  light 
contribution,  which  otherwise  would  be  annihilated 
by  the  excessive  exactions  proposed,  and  against 
which  we  could  make  no  resistance. 

Otis  and  his  political  friends  in  the  legislature, 
seem  to  have  despaired  of  being  able  to  effect  more 
for  their  constituents  :  and  to  have  yielded  their 
consent  to  making  Hutchinson  the  agent,  under  the  idea 
that  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  his  well-known  attachment  to  the  ministry, 
would  enable  him,  better  than  any  other  individual,  to 
shew  the  true  character  of  the  colonial  trade,  with 
a  greater  probability  that  his  representations  would 
be  favourably  received.     In  making  this  experiment, 


182  UFG  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

Oris  might  hare  calculated  on  ascertaining  two  im- 
portant facta:  the  first,  hotv  far  the  miniatry  were 
flexible  in  their  views,  and  willing  to  listen  to  rea- 
son ill  their  colonial  policy :  the  second,  what  was 
the  public  feeling  to  the  colony,  in  regard  lo  a  plan 
of  compromise,  and  how  far  it  wat  disposed  to  go^ 
in  contending  for  principle.  This  latter  was  all  im^ 
portant  to  be  ascertained;  because  he  .fdc^aw  that 
the  plan  of  the  ministry,  if  not  submitted  to,  must 
ineritablw  lead  to  absolute  war  at  no  very  distant 
-period.  He  saw,  that  though  his  fellow  citizens 
were  watchful  and  zealous  against  every  encroacb* 
ment,  yet  the  largest  portion  of  them  could  not  aiH 
ticipate  the  linal  consequences  of  this  dispute  ;  and 
except  from  their  general  character,  there  was  no 
mode  of  ascertaining  how  far  they  were  prepared 
to  carry  I'esii^tance.  Alt  the  officers  of  government, 
and  (heir  connexions  and  several  influential  people 
in  various  towns  of  the  Province,  were  constantly  ap- 
pealing to  the  loyalty  of  the  peaceable, and  the  fears 
of  the  timid,  agaiiist  any  collision  with  the  mother 
country  ;  and  with  this  powerful  influence  to  afiect 
the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants,  the  defenders  of  co- 
lonial privUpges  might  feel  some  doubt,  whether  the 
people  would  sacrifice  immediate  interests,  in  a 
struggle  with  such  fearful  odds,  for  abstract  rights 
or  remote  contingencies. 

If  the  motives. of  Otis  for  relaxing  in  his  opposi- 
tion, and  assenting  to  a  compromise,  were  such  as 
have  been  supposed;  he  was  soon  convinced  that 
there  was  no  falterii^  in  public  sentiment,  and  that 
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bis  countrymen  were  npt  disposed  to  renounce  anj 
one  of  their  rights.  His  conduct  in  keeping  aloof 
from  public  meetings,  and  his  disposition  to  unite  and 
conciliate  parties  in  the  legislature,  excited  first  sur- 
prise, next  suspicion,  and  then  obloquj.  He  was 
accused  of  treachery  to  the  cause,  and  was  in  dan- 
ger of  terrible  disgrace,  when  a  most  despicable  but 
virulent  lampoon,  in  a  journal  devoted  to  the  go- 
vernment, proved  to  the  public,  that  if  he  had  re- 
laxed from  his  opposition  for  a  time,  he  had  not 
changed  sides.  He  saw  what  was  the  temper  of 
his  countrymen,  that  they  were  not  disposed  to 
yield,  and  that  there  was  no  middle  course.  At  the 
first  session  of  the  legislature  in  1765,  he  resumed 
his  standing,  and  he,  to  use  the  language  of  Presi- 
dent Adams,  ^  o^  whose  zeal,  energy  and  exertions 
the  whole  great  cause  seemed  to  depend,  returned 
to  his  duty,  and  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  the  end  of 
his  political  career.^' 

This  period  in  his  life  forms  a  very  striking  afr 
swer  to  the  inveterate  misrepresentations,  which  de- 
scribed him,  as  a  factious  intriguer  and  demagogue, 
who  was  the  author  of  all  the  discontent ;  and  alleged 
that  the  public  would  have  been  quiet  glR  satisfied, 
it  he  and  a  few  others  had  not  kept  agitation  alive.*. 

'*  The  following  paragraphs  from  the  London  Gazeteer,  and  the  London 
Public  Advertiser,  allude  to  the  universal  circulation  of  these  calumnies.  **If 
in  criminal  cases  it  is  contrary  to  law  to  condemn  a  man  unheard,  surely  in 
our  political  conversation  and  debates,  it  is  both  ungenerous  and  cruel,  to 
abuse  the  absent,  because  they  difier  from  us  in  our  political  opinions.  I  am 
led  to  make  this  remark,  from  the  scurrility  which  is  be!ched  forth  in  most 
companies  against  Mr.  Otii  of  Boston  :  a  man  of  unblemished  character,  and 
Ihf  representative  of  a  great  people,  whose  liberty  he  thinks  is  invaded,  and 
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He  could  neither  recede,  nor  take  a  neg^atire  courte ; 
he  had  no  alternative  but  to  be  the  leader  in  the 
cause  of  his  fellow  citizens,  or  to  be  execrated  for 
abandoning  it.  While  in  all  the  public  papers  that 
came  from  his  hand,  he  made  a  manly  and  sincere 
profe»sioQ  dT  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  goTern- 
meut  of  his  country ;  and  in  his  private  'letters  gave 
warning  of  the  consequences  which  he  anxiously 
deprecated  ;  yet  from  the  ardent  enthusiasm  which 
he  felt  and  inspired  on  all  political  subjects,  it  was 
the  aim  of  his  enemies  to  represent  him  in  England, 
as  a  madman,  who  was  inciting  the  colonists  to  insur- 
rection and  violence.     But  in  fact,  the  character  of 


* 

which  in  juslice  to  hitnKlf,  h 

ii  cnunti7,  and  hit  conaliluentt,  h«  thlnki  ba 

1 

ought  Irgallj  and  const ilutioii 

lally  lodeffod:  This,  in  the  o^oion  of  hii  trk- 

dticara,  is  a  crime,  and  Tor  <xb 

ich  ihey  bpslow  on  him  the  Damtaof  tnccaditirr, 

BrehfanH,  traitor,  «£c,  of  whic 

h  he  it  no  more  doitmng  than  Andrew  MarTal, 

Vjia,  Staippcn  and  Sir  John  Barnard,  which  t  think  Bra  tha  moit  illuiliioiu 
chaiaclcrs  Old  Ennland  hag  aver  produced,  and  Ihal  of  Mr.  Utii  lh«  greBtait 
of  N«w  En%laai\. "^London  Gaif If ir,A'or:  3,  1768. 

"  We  are  lold  BOmelimei  that  ihe  people  of  America  would  gvnertllj  ba 
quiet,  if  it  ware  not  for  their  factious  demagotuei,  and  that  ihe  whole  miKhiaf 
u  owing  only  to  Ivdo  or  three  restless  spirili  there  :  that  (he  conlaal  i*  reBllj 
between  Mrurs.  Ofii,  Ctuhmg  aod  ^daml  on  one  pan,  and  the  whole  people 
of  England  on  the  oiher.  Thia  is  merely  to  countenance  the  proporilion  of 
lending  l<u  these  men  in  order  lo  hing  them,  which  some  seem  to  have  much 
>t  heart;  lh^^|&uni  the  blood  of  theae  three  would  probably  spiiD|  three 
hundred  moi  e.  SSt  in  truth,  the  parties  are  G.  C,  Lord  H.  and  the  Duke  of 
B.  on  the  one  gide,  and  da  the  other,  all  oar  fellow  aubjecta  in  Ameriea," 

London  Public  JUrtrlatr. 

The  remedy  of  executing  these  gpneial  diaturtMts  wa«  frrquenllj  su|sesled. 
In  a  ietiei  from  London  about  the  same  date,  Nov.  IT6fl,  there  ii  the  follaw- 
iag  passage  :  *■  We  are  told  with  a  ineer  that  we  shall  lOon  have  the  com- 
pany of  Mr.  Otis,  Slc.  I  do  not  betierr  it;  'tis  impoMible  the  Bostooiuu 
should  lufler  it.  It  has  been  reported  (hat  jou  have  delivered  up  your  ■iint, 
I  bavfl  ventured  lo  araeil  that  you  neither  have,  nor  will ;  your  frienda  would 
fonake  you  for  lucb  en  action." 
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his  countrymen  yiras  too  cautious  and  reflecting,  either 
to  be  excited  without  sufficient  motives,  or  to  be 
easily  lulled  into  unworthy  submission.  The  alarm 
was  universal  respecting  the  arbitrary  designs  in 
contemplation,  and  the  people  could  neither  be  ter- 
rified nor  cajoted  from  the  defence  of  their  rights. 
They  never  would  have  submitted  to  imposition,  and 
if  one  set  of  leaders  had  been  faithless  to  their  trust, 
others  would  have  sprung  up  to  take  their  places. 
However  important  and  invaluable  the  services  of 
particular  individuals  undoubtedly  were,  still  the 
cause  did  not  depend  on  any  man  or  body  of  men; 
if  it  had,  the  issue  might  have  been  uncertain ;  but  its 
foundation  was  on  the  broad  principles  of  justice,  and 
its  support  in  the  virtue,  intelligence  and  courage 
every  where  diffused  among  the  citizens. 


Suggestions  far  a  Representation  of  the  Colonies  in^arliament — 
Otis^s  Answer  to  the  Halifax  Libel — His  Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord 
— Extracts  from  that  Work. 

The  idea  of  a  representation  of  the  colonies  ia 
parliament,  was  a  favourite  one  with  many  writers 
at  this  period.  Otis  and  others,  who  were  willing 
to  admit  the  supremacy  of  the  British  legislature. 
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had  this  iwveseotation  in  view,  as  a  |}reliininaty 
measure,  before  any  taxes  could  be  equitably  impose 
ed:  and  without  it,  their  acknowledgment  of  su* 
premacy  was  only  io  words.  Id  his  answer  to  the 
**  Halifax  libel,*^  as  It  was  called,  in  which  he  admit- 
ted some  things  io  relation  to  the  power  of  parlia* 
ment,  that  seemed  not  quite  consistent  with  the 
principles  which  he  had  before  assumed,  he  still 
maintains  this  inseparable  condition,  after  allowing^ 
"that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  hath  a  just, 
clear,  equitable  and  constitutional  right,  power  and 
authority,  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  acts  wherein 
they  are  named  :**  and  that  it  has  also  the  same 
right,  "  to  impose  taxes  on  the  colonies,  internal  and 
external,  on  lands  as  well  as  on  trade ;"  he  proceeds 
to  render  these  ruinous  concessions  harmless,  by  the 
following  explanation :  "  This"  (the  parliamentary 
right  above  mentioned)  **  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  a 
supreme  legislative  or  sovereign  power  of  a  state. 
It  will,  however,  by  no  means  from  thence  follow, 
that  His  always  expedient,  and  in  all  circumstances 
equitable,  for  the  supreme  atid  sovereign  legislative 
to  tax  the  colonies;  much  less  that  'tis  reasonable 
this  right  should  be  practised  u|K>n,  without  allowing 
the  colonies  an  actual  representation.  An  equal 
representation  of  the  whole  state  is,  at  least  in  the- 
ory, of  the  essence  of  a  perfect  parliament,  or  su- 
preme legislative." 
This  scheme  of  a  colonial  representation  in  the 

*  Written  by  Martin  Honatd,  E»q. 
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British  parliament,  and  the  numerous  essays  against 
taxatiooy  were  the  occasion  of  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
^  A  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Halifax  to  his  friend 
in  Rhode  Island,^  which  was  published  in  the  latter 
part  of  1764;  in  which  the  plan  of  representation 
was  ridiculed,  and  the  justice  and  expediency  of 
taxation  openly  defended,  and  opposition  to  it  con- 
sidered factious,  treasonable  and  unavailing.  The 
doctrines  inculcated  by  the  author  were  those  of 
non-resistance  and  passive  obedience  :  and  they  were 
accompanied  with  that  miserable  Sneering  and  inso- 
lence, which  affected  to  consider  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies  as  an  inferior  race  of  men,  who  were 
and  ought  to  be  subordinate  to  England:  that  what« 
ever  the  English  parliament  might  do  towards  them, 
would  be  just  and  generous ;  and  should  be  received 
without  murmuring  or  opposition,  for  fear  of  draw- 
ing upon  themselves  ill-will  and  punishment. 

Otis  wrote   an  answer*  to  this  servile  pamphlet, 
which  was  published  early  in  1765.     The  whole  ar- 

*  Tha  titto  It  «  .\  Vindication  of  the  Britikh  Coloniei  agaiost  the  aspertlont 
'  ef  the  Haliiaz  gemleman^ia  his  letter  to  a  Rhode  Island  friend." 
Sed  fugite,  6  miseri,  fugite,  atque  ab  iitore  funera 
Rumpite!  •        •        •        •        • 

Glaroorem  immenium  tollit,  quo  pontui  et  omnat 
Intrerouere  uiide,  penitusque  exterrita  tellui 
ItaliflB,  cunritque  immugiit  iEtna  cavernis. 

riuit  m%  riTis,  antique  metallum 
Volnificusquechulybs  vasta  fornace  liquescit. 

Alii  ventosis  follibu<t  auras 
Accipiunt  redduntquc,  alii  stiidcntia  tingunt 
Acia  iacu :  gemit  impositis  tncudibus  antrum. 
Illi  inter  sese  multa  vi  brachia  tollunt 
In  numerura,  versantque  tenaci  lorcipt*  massam. 

So«too,  Printed  and  fold  by  £dei  and  GUI,  in  Queen  street,  1765. 

25 


188  LffE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

gument  of  his  work  is  directed  to  prore  that  the 
colonies  have  a  right  to  be  represented,  that  the 
idea  of  virtual  representation  is  absurd,  and  the  im- 
perfect «tate  of  the  representation  in  England  itself^ 
is  no  reason  against  our  rights  and  privileges.  He 
admits  in  express  termn,  that  the  parliament  is  su- 
preme over  all  the  dominions  of  the  state.  That 
the  "  supreme  legislature"  is  composed  of  three 
branches.  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  but  that  thit 
''legislature'*  cannot  be  complete,  and  have  an  equit- 
able right  to  tax  the  Colonies,  until  these  are  re- 
presented. 

The  author  of  the  first  pamphlet  published  anoth- 
er, entitled,  "^  defence  of  the  Utter  from,  a  gentleman 
at  Halifax  to  his  friend  at  Rhode  Islatid" — -in  which 
he  attacks  Otis's  answer ;  and  also  the  answer  of 
^  .^governor  Hnpkins,  published  'in  the  Providence 
Gazette.  Governor  H.  replied  to  this  in  a  pam- 
phlet entitled,  "  Brief  remarks  on  the  drfatee  of  the 
Halifax  libel  on  the  British  American  Colonic."  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  warmth  exhibited  in  all  these  wri- 
tings; but  the  dispute  between  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Hopkins,  was  the  most  personal  and  acrimonious. 
Otis  indeed  resents  some  of  the  impertinences  of  his 
antagonist,  towards  the  country  at  laige,  with  suita- 
ble contempt,  but  he  seems  to  use  personal  retort 
only  in  the  support  of  his  second  in  the  dispute. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  1765,  Otis  pro> 
duced  another  work*  on  the  same  proposal,  a  par-j 

■  The  title  it,  '<  OsntirlerBlinni  on  behalf  af  the  Colon i>tB,  in  a  letter  to  « 
noble  Lord.  London,  prinipd  for  J.  Almon,  ITGS."  The  puMifhar  ESyi,  lh«t 
thispunphlit  wu  leot  by  u  unkoown  penoD,  fiom  Boiton  in  Haw  Eogluul, 
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liamentary  represeDtation  of  the  colonies.  It  is  an 
answer  to  an  English  publication,  and  introduces  the 
subject,  in  this  way :  ^  My  Lord,  I  have  read  the 
apusculnm  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  J — s,  called,  *  Objec- 
tions to  the  Taxation  of  the  Colonies  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Great  Britain  briefly  considered.'  In  obe- 
dience to  your  Lordship's  commands,  I  have  thrown 
a  few  thoughts  on  paper,  all  indeed  that  I  have  pa- 
tience on  this  melancholy  occasion  to  collect.  The 
gentleman  thinks  it  ^  absurd  and  insolent'  to  question 
the  expediency  and  utility  of  a  public  measure.  He 
seems  to  be  an  utter  enemy  to  the  freedom  of  inqui- 
ry after  truth,  justice  and  equity.  He  is  not  only 
a  zealous  advocate  for  pusillanimous  and  passive 
obedience,  but  for  the  most  implicit  faith  in  the  dic- 
tatorial mandates  of  power."  He  goes  on  to  prove, 
that  the  principles  of  his  opponent  are  erroneous, 
and  slavish  in  their  tendency.  The  chief  topics 
which  v^ere  then  dwelt  upon,  in  considering  the  ques- 
tions of  Taxation  and  Representation,  are  all  glanced 
at  in  a  rapid  way.  The  letter  is  written  with  spir- 
it and  ability,  and  as  it  is  the  last  work  of  Otis,  a 
few  extracts  will  be  taken.  The  crisis  too  was  so 
imminent,  and  the  question  of  a  representation  of 
the  Colonies  was  of  such  vast  importance,  by  the 
consequences  which  it  would  have  had,  that  the  mind 
is  readily  led  to  amuse  itself  with  speculations  on  the 

various  contingences  the  subject  involved. 

— ' — -      — 

with  a  request  that  it  might  be  publisheH  immediately.  After  ezamination, 
fiiKting  nothing  in  it  offensive  to  any  body  of  men,  he  thought  he  should  be  io- 
exciisable  in  withholding  it  from  the  public.  It  is  dated,  BostOD,  Sept.  4, 
1765|  and  signed  with  the  initials  F.^A. 
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The  advocates  for  the  measures  of  the  mintatir, 
always  prcxiuced  the  trite  and  silly  reason,  that  the 
Colonies  should  submit  to  being  taxed  without  send- 
n^  memherB  to  parliament,  because  many  towns  aiid 
districts  in  England  were  in  that  situation.  The 
followii^  extract  contains  a  part  of  his  remarks  cm  thk 
point : — "  No  good  reason  can,howeYer,  be  given  in  any 
country,  why  every  man  of  a  sound  mind,  should  not 
have  his  vote  in  the  election  of  a  representative.  If 
a  man  has  but  little  properly  to  protect  and  defend^ 
jet  his  life  and  liberty  are  things  of  some  impor- 
tance. Mr.  J — B  ai^ues  only  from  the  vile  abuses  oi 
power,  to  the  continuance  and  increase  of  such  abus- 
es. This  it  must  be  confessed,  is  the  common  k^ic 
of  modern  politicians  and  vote-sellers.  To  what 
purpose  is  it  to  ring  everlasting  chaises  to  the  colo- 
nists on  the  cases  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and 
Sheffield,  which  return  no  members?  If  those,  now 
so  considerable,  places  are  not  represented,  they 
ought  to  be.  Besides,  the  counties  in  which  those 
respectable  abodes  of  tinkers,  tinmen,  and  pedlars, 
lie,  return  members,  so  do  all  the  neighbouring  cities 
and  boroughs.  In  the  choice  of  the  former,  if  they 
have  no  vote,  they  must  naturally  and  necessanlj 
have  a  great  Influence.  I  believe  every  gentleman 
of  a  landed  estate,  near  a  flourishing  manufactory, 
wilt  be  careful  enough  of  its  Interests.  Though  the 
great  India  company,  as  such,  returns  no  members, 
yet  many  of  the  company  are  returned,  and  their 
interests  have  been  ever  very  carefully  attended  to." 
He  is  perhaps  rather  more  cautious  of  admitting 


UFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  191 

the  power  of  parliament,  in  this  work,  than  in  the 
preceding  one;  as  the  exercise  of  it  in  the  Stamp 
Act  grew  more  alarming.— Still,  he  does  admit  ^  that 
from  the  nature  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  also 
from  the  idea  and  ni^ture  of  a  supreme  legislature,  the 
parliament  represents  the  whole  community  or  em« 
pire,  and  have  an  undoubted  power,  authority  and  ju- 
risdiction over  the  whole.''     He  proceeds  to  consider 
this  power  in  a  light,  that  makes  it  merely  theoreti- 
cal, and  that  it  will  not  be  used,  except  in  a  case  of 
the  last  necessity,  and  then,  with  the  greatest  ten- 
derness.    In  the  course  of  his  observations,  to  prove 
that  the  colonies  could  not  then  be  justly  taxed,  he 
observes : — ^  Should  the  British  empire  one  day  be 
extended  round  the  whole  world,  would  it  be  reason- 
able that  all  mankind  should   have   their  concerns 
managed  by  the  electors  of  Old  Sarum,  and  the  ^  oc- 
cupants of  the  Cornish   barns  and  alehouses,'  we 
sometimes  read  of?  We,   who  are    in  the  colonies, 
are  by  common  law,  and  by  act  of  parliament,  de- 
clared entitled  to  all   the  privileges  of  the  subjects 
within  the  realm.    Yet  we  are  heavily  taxed,  without 
being,  in  fact,  represented. — In  all  trials  here  relating 
to  the  revenue,  the  admiralty  courts  have  jurisdic- 
tion given  them,  and  the  subject  may,  at  the   plea- 
sure of  the  informer,  be  deprived  of  a  trial   by  his 
peers.     To  do  as  one  would  be  done  by,  is  a  divine 
rule. ..  Remember,  Britons,  when  you  sh'all  be  taxed 
without  your  consent,  and  tried  without  a  jury,  and 
have  an  army  quartered  in  private  families,  you  will 
have  little  to  hope  or  to  fear !  But  1  must  not  lose 
sight  of  my  man,  who  sagaciously  asks,  ^  if  the  Co- 
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looists  are  Englishmen  when  they  solicit  protection, 
but  not  Ejiglishmeo  when  taxes  are  required  to  enable 
this  eotmtry  to  protect  themf  1  ask  in  my  turn; 
when  did  the  Colonies  solicit  protection  ?  They  have 
bad  no  occasion  to  solicit  for  protection  since  the 
happy  accession  of  our  gracious  sovereign's  illustri- 
ous family  to  the  British  diadem.  His  majesty,  the 
father  of  all  his  people,  protects  all  his  loyal  sub- 
jects of  every  complexion  and  language,  without  any 
particular  solicitation.  But  before  the  ever  memo- 
rable revolution,  the  northern  colonists  were  so  far 
from  receiving  protection  from  Britain,  that  every 
thing  was  done  from  the  throne  to  the  footstool,  to 
cramp,  betray  and  ruin  them :  yet  against  the  com- 
bined power  of  France,  Indian  savages,  and  the  cor- 
rupt administration  of  those  times,  they  carried  on 
their  settlements,  and  under  a  mild  government  for 
these  eighty  years  past,  have  made  them  the  wod- 
der  and  envy  of  the  world."  In  allusion  to  the  dis- 
-  tinction  of  "  this  country  and  that  country,"  he  af- 
terwards says  :  "  But  if,  according  to  Mr.  J — s, 
Great  Britain  is  a  distinct  country  from  the  British 
colonies,  what  is  that  country  in  nature  more  than 
this  country?  the  same  sun  warms  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  and  us ;  the  same  summer  cheers,  and 
the  same  winter  chills." 

He  adverts  to  the  6ippant  use  of  the  phrase  ^our 
colonies,^''  which  was  then  so  common,  in  the  follow- 
mg  observations.  "But  Mr.  J — s  will  scribble  about 
"  our  jjmerican  colonies.''^  Whose  colonies  can  the  crea- 
ture  mean?  The  minister's  colonies?    No,  surely. 
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Whose  then,  his  own  ?  I  never  heard  he  had  any  co- 
lonies. JVecgladioy  nee  arcu^  nee  astu  vicerunt  He  must 
mean  his  majestj^s  American  colonies.  His  majesty's 
colonies  they  are,  and  I  hope  and  trust  ever  will  be, 
and  that  the  true  native  inhabitants,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  will  continue  to  be  his  majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects.  Every  garretteer,  from 
the  environs  of  Grub  street  to  the  purlieus  of  St. 
James's,  has  lately  talked  of  his  and  my  and  our  co- 
lonies, and  of  the  rascally  colonists,  and  of  yoking 
and  curbing  the  cattle,  as  they  are  by  some  politely 
called,  at  '  this  present  now  and  very  nascent  cri- 
sis'— I  cannot  see  why  the  American  peasants  may 
not  with  as  much  propriety  speak  of  their  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster,  of  their  isles  of  Britain, 
Ireland,  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark  and  the  Orcades, 
and  of  the  *  rivulets  and  runlets  thereof,'  and  consi- 
der them  all,  but  as  appendages  to  their  sheepcots 
and  goosepens.  But  land  is  land,  and  men  should  be 
men.  The  property  of  the  former,  God  hath  giv- 
en to  the  possessor.  '  Th^se  are  either  sui  juris,  or 
slaves  and  vassals ;  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be  any 
medium.' " 

One  of  the  chief  arguments  brought  forward  for 
taxing  America,  was  the  burthen  of  the  national 
debt,  of  which  the  colonies  ought  to  pay  a  part. 
On  this  topic,  he  observes: — ^"The  national  debt  is 
confessed  on  all  hands,  to  be  a  terrible  evil,  and  may, 
in  time,  ruin  the  state.*     But  it  should  be  remem- 


*  This  18  a  matter  in  which  prediction  may  naturally  enoui^  be  received  witk 
incredulity.    Prophecy  and  declamation,  in  regard  to  the  debt  of  England, 
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faered,  that  the  colooiBtB  oerer  oocuiooed  ita  increu*, 
Dor  ever  reaped  any  of  the  aweet  fruits  of  ioTolviog 
the  finest  kingdom  in  the  wortd,  Id  the  sad  calauity 
of  an  eDormous,  overgrowD  mortgage,  to  state  and 
stock-jobbers.  No  places,  nor  pensions,  of  thousaodt 
and  tens  of  thousands  steriing,  have  been  laid  out  to 
purchase  the  votes  and  induence  of  the  colooista. 
They  have  gone  on  with  their  settlements  in  BjHtc 
of  the  most  horrid  difficulties  and  dangers;  they 
have  ever  supported,  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability, 
his  majesty's  provincial  government  over  them,  wad 
1  believe  are,  to  a  man,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to 
make  grants  for  so  valuable  a  purpose.  But  we 
cannot  see  the  equity  of  our  being  obliged  to  pay  ofi 
a  score,  that  has  been  much  enhanced  by  bribes  and 
pensions,  to  keep  those  to  their  duty,  who  oi^;ht  to 
have  been  bound  by  honour  and  coiKcience.  We 
have  ever  been  from  fH'inciple  attached  to  his 
majesty  and  his  illustrious  house.  We  never  asked 
any  pay:  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  (^  having  served 
our  kii^  and  country,  has  been  always  enough  for 
us.     I  cannot  see  why  it  would  not  be  well  eooi^h  to 
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go  a  nabob  huntii^  on  this  occasion.  Why  should 
not  the  great  Mogul  be  oUiged  to  contribute  towards, 
if  not  to  pay,  the  national  debt,  as  some  have  pro- 
posed ?  He  is  a  pagan^  an  East  Indian,  and  of  a 
dark  completion,  which  are  full  as  good  reasons  for 
laying  him  under  contribotioo,  as  any  I  have  found 
abroad,  in  the  pamphlets  and  coffee-house  confer* 
ences,  for  taxing  the  colonists. 

Though  in  favour  of  an  AmericaB  representation 
in  parliament,  he  admits  that  the  scheme  was  not 
popular. — ^  The  gentleman  has  made  himself  quite 
merry  with  the  modest  proposal,  some  have  made, 
though  I  find  it  generally  much  disliked  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  thought  impracticable,  namely,  an  Ameri^ 
tan  representation  in  parliament.  But  if  he  is  now 
sober,  I  would  humbly  ask  him,  if  there  be  really 
and  naturally,  any  greater  absurdity  in  this  plan,  than 
in  a  Welch  and  Scotch  representation?  I  would 
by  no  means,  at  any  time,  be  understood  to  intend 
by  an  American  representation,  the  return  of  half 
a  score,  ignorant,  worthless,  {persons,  who  like  some  * 
colony  agents,  might  be  induced  to  sell  their  country 
and  their  God,  for  a  golden  calf.  An  American 
representation,  in  my  sense  of  the  terms,  and  as  I 
ever  used  them,  implies,  a  thorough  beneficial  union 
of  these  colonies  to  the  realm,  or  mother  country, 
80  that  all  the  parts  of  the  empire  may  be  compact- 
ed  and  consolidated,  and  the  constitution  flourish 
with  new  vigour,  and  the  national  strength,  power 
and  importance,  shine  with  far  greater  splendour, 
than  ever  yet  hath  been  seen  by  the  sons  of  men. 
26 
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Ad  American  representation  implies  every  real  ad- 
vantage to  the  subject  abroad,  as  welt  as  at  home. 

**  It  may  be  a  problem,  what  state  will  be  of 
longest  duration,  greatest  glory,  atid  domestic  hap> 
piness.  I  am  not  at  leisure  fully  to  consider  this 
question  at  present.  Time  shall  show.  I  can  now 
only  say,  it  will  be  that  state,  which  like  Great 
Britain,  Heaven  shall  have  favoured  with  everj 
conceivable  advantage,  and  given  it  wisdom  and  in- 
tegrity enough  to  see  and  embrace  an  opportunity, 
which  once  lost,  can  never  be  regained.  Every 
mountain  must  be  removed,  and  every  path  be  made 
smooth  and  straight  Every  region,  nation  and  peofde, 
must  to  all  real  intents  and  purposes,  be  united,  knit 
and  worked  into  the  very  bones  and  blood  of  the 
original  system,  as  fast  as  subdued,  settled  or  allied. 
Party  views  and  short  sighted  politicians  should  be 
discarded  with  the  ignominy  and  contempt  they 
deserve. 

"  Mr.  J — e  seems  to  be  seized  with  an  immense 
panic,  lest  '  a  sudden  importation  of  American  elo* 
quence'  should  interfere  with  those,  who  ars  fond  of 
monopolizing  the  place  and  pension  kasineaa.  He 
even  insinuates  that  it  would  cost  more  to  pay  our 
orators,  than  a  standing  army  here.  I  will  ease  him 
of  this  difficulty.  There  would  not  be  many  worth 
the  high  price  of  Britain.  When  trimmers,  time-aer- 
vers,  scepticks,  cockfighlers,  architects,  fiddlers,  and 
castle-builders,  who  commonly  sell  cheap,  were 
bought  off,  there  might  not  be  more  than  three  or 
four  worth  purchasing :  and  if  they  should  sell  as 
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^heap  in  Britain,  as  I  hare  known  some  of  them  in 
America,  it  would  fall  infinitelj  short  of  the  blood 
and  treasure,  a  sfanding  army  may  one  day  cost.'' 

He  discusses  very  fully  the  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
virttuU  representation  ;  he  shews,  there  is  no  such  ex- 
pression in  the  laws  or  the  constitution,; that  it  is  alto- 
gether a  subtlety,  an  illusion,  and  as  respects  the 
colonies,  wholly  unfounded  and  absurd*  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks,  he  observes :  ^  The  first  par- 
liament of  James  the  first,  ^  upon  the  knees  of  their 
hearts,'  (as  they  express  it)  agnize  their  most  con- 
stant faith,  obedience  and  loyalty  to  his  majesty  and 
his  royal  prc^eny,  as  in  that  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment, where  all  the  whole  body  of  the  realm,  and 
every  particular  member  thereof,  either  in  person, 
or,  by  representation  upon  their  own  free  eIcctionS| 
are  by  the  laws  of  this  realm,  deemed  to  be  person- 
ally present  But  as  much  prone  as  those  times 
were  to  mystic  divinity,  school  philosophy,  academic 
politics  and  other  nonsense,  they  say  not  a  word  of 
the  mrtwd  representation  of  Ireland  or  the  other 
dominions.'' 

He  concludes  this  letter  with  the  two  followii^ 
paragraphs.  ^  It  may  perhaps  sound  strangely  to 
some,  but  it  is  in  my  most  humble  opinion  as  good 
law^  and  as  good  sense  too,  to  affirm  that  all  the 
plebeians  of  Great  Britain  are  in  fact,  or  virtually 
represented  in  the  assembly  of  the  Tuskaroras,  as 
that  all  the  colonists  are  in  fact  or  virtually  repre- 
sented in  the  honourable  house  of  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  separately  considered  as  one  branch  of  the 
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supreme  and  iHurereal  legislature  of  the  whole  en^ 
pire." 

**  TlieBe  considerations,  I  hope,  will  in  due  time 
have  we^ht  enough  to  induce  your  lordship  to  use 
your  great  influence,  for  the  repeal  of  the  stait^  aeL 
I  shall  transmit  your  lordship,  by  the  next  nuil,  a 
simple,  easy  fJao,  for  perpetuating  the  British 
empire  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  A  plan  however, 
that  cost  me  much  thoi^ht  before  1  had  matured  it 
But  for  which  I  neither  expect  nor  desire  any  r^ 
ward  in  this  world,  but  the  satisfaction  of  reflectuig 
that  I  have  contributed  my  mite  to  the  servif^  of 
my  king  and  country.  The  good  of  mankiod  is  my 
ultimate  wish." 

The  hints  su^ested  in  this  little  work,  of  a  By»- 
tematic  consolidation  of  the  Britbh  empire,  by  a  re- 
gular plan  of  representation,  from  every  part,  were 
entertained  by  a  few,  and  only  a  few  persons  on  each 
side  of  the  Atlantic  The  views  were  too  vast  for 
the  conception  bf  ordinary  minds,  who,  in  the  first 
'  instance,  asserted  it  to  be  impracticable,  and  wwld 
then  have  proved  it  to  be  so,  by  the  oppositioD  of 
their  own  bigoted  and  sordid  motives.  There  is 
somethit^  magnificent  u)  the  idea  of  a  congress  of 
such  an  empire,  embracing  some  of  the  finest  por^ 
tiona  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  If  it  had 
been  realized,  its  power  would  have  been  so  pre- 
ponderant, that  the  visionary  hope  of  a  universal 
confederation  amoi^  civilized  nations,  might  have 
been  possible.  One  rmsequnice  would  in  time  have 
happened ;  a  consequence,  which  J>r.  Franklin  was 


UFS  OF  JAMES  OTIS*  199 

Mdised  of  meditating;  that  of  transferriDg  the  seat  of 
jgovernment.*  There  are  some  splendid  visions  that 
lurise  m  tbe  AHod,  while  contemplatiog  such  a  grand 
representative  dominioa,  as  this  would  have  been ; 
yet  the  good  effects  that  might  have  resulted9  will 
now  be  produced  by  the  American  revolution,  in  a 
more  mam^eable,  though*  perhaps  less  imposing 
fbna,  and  the  general  advantagei  not  only  to  this 
country,  but  to  the  jrest  of  the  world,  will  be  ulti- 
mately greater. 

^  The  plan  for  perpetuating  the  British  empire,*' 
if  it  were  ever  drawn,  would  have  been  an  interest- 
ing document  He  speaks  of  it  so  positively,  that 
it  was  probably  sketched,  and  remained  among  his 
papers,  to  share  their  fate  at  an  after  period.  The 
anxiety  respecting  the  stamp  act  was  daily  increas- 
ing, and  the  writer  had  too  much  to  do,  in  opposing 
that  measure,  and  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  minis- 
try for  raising  a  revenue,  to  think  of  any  general 
schemes  of  government,  which  the  experience  of 
every  day  proved  to  be  more  and  more  difficult. 
'The  Eloglish  ministry,  though  fluctuating  and  change- 


*  Dr.  Franklin,  in  writing  to  governor  Franklin,  from  London,  Nov.  t5, 1767) 
fjiTuig  aome  account  of  hif  plan  for  forming  one  settlement  at  the  mouth  of 
Ihe  Ohioi  and  another  at  Detroit,  adds,  ^*  My  lord,  (Clare)  told  me  one  pleasant 
tCbeunatance,  viz.  that  be  had  shewn  this  paper  to  the  Dean  of  Gloucester,  (Dr. 
Tucker)  to  hear  his  opinion  of  the  matter ;  who  very  sagaciously  remarked, 
tfiat  he  was  sure  thai  paper  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin ;  he  saw  him  i/i 
•vary  paragraph ;  adding,  that  Dr.  Franklin  wanted  to  remove  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment to  America :  that,  said  he,  is  his  constant  plan.**  Dr.  Franklin  be- 
longed  to  an  ordar  of  nunds,  which  according  to  a  French  expression,  have  ft 
food  deal  of  the  future  in  them.  The  Portuguese  experimant  has  fhown  that 
the  tranafor  of  a  seat  of  gtvemment  is  not  impoaaibie. 
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able,  8t31  acted  from  the  impulse,  whether  or^ 
Dating  with  themselves,  or  derived  from  others,  ci 
taxing  the  colonies  bj  the  aid  of  their  parliamentarj 
majority.  This  seemed  to  them  a  much  more  easy, 
simfde,  and  desirable  method  of  ruling  them,  than 
any  other.  Every  day  they  ei^aged  more  deeply 
in  the  design,  and  each  successive  warning  of  its  daiH 
ger,  served  only  to  throw  a  glare  on  their  obstinacy, 
without  enlightening  them  as  to  the  consequences 
of  their  arrogant  injustice.* 


dumtrtr  XBSk. 


Origin  of  the  Plan  for  Taxihg  America — Conduct  of  ParKasneni 
'^Influence  of  the  King — Dr.  Franklin  $  Opiniom  of  CoUmiai 
GranU'-^Agency  of  the  Crown  Officen. 

It  is  now  perhaps  impossible  to  ascertain  with 
perfect  clearness,  the  origin  of  that  system  of  colo- 

*  Tbwae  conaequencefl  however,  were  perceiired  by  some  miDdsy  and  the  im- 
mediate danger  at  least  was  apt  to  be  exaggerated.  In  Mr.  Pitt's  speech  tat 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  in  1766,  be  says :  «  The  gentleman  (Mr.  GrenTille) 
boasts  of  his  bounties  to  America  !  Are  not  these  bounties  intended  finally 
for  the  benefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are  not,  he  has  misapplied  the  national 
treasures.  I  am  no  courtier  of  America — ^I  stand  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  main- 
tain that  the  parliament  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  restrain  American.  Our  legia* 
lative  power  over  the  colonies  is  sovereign  and  supreme.  When  it  ceases  ft» 
be  sovereign  and  supreme,  I  would  advise  every  gentlemaui  if  he-  can^  to  sell 
Us  lands,  and  embark  for  that  country.**  • 
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Bial  taxation,  which  led  to  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  long  train  of  consequences 
which  hare  been  ever  since  in  a  course  of  develop- 
ment The  share  which  the  sovereign,  the  minis- 
try, the  parliament  at  large,  or  particular  individu- 
als had  in  maturii^  the  design,  is  as  obscure,  as  it 
is  notorious  what  part  they  took  in  the  execution. 
The  credit  of  the  scheme,  every  party  is  willing  to 
relinquish  to  others ;  and  as  in  the  case  of  most  un- 
fortunate enterprises,  to  impute  the  blame  to  any 
causes  but  their  own  mistakes. 

With  a  policy  as  destitute  of  generosity,  as  it 
was  of  wisdom,  the  English  government  actually 
assigned  as  a  reason  for  imposing  new  taxes,  the 
exertions  and  sacrifices  made  by  the  colonies,  in  the 
war  that  secured  the  acquisiti6n  of  Canada.*  The 
government  and  the  nation  began  to  be  jealous  of 
the  growing  importance  of  their  American  posses- 
sions, and  under  a  vague  apprehension  of  their  pro* 
spective  independence,  resolved  to  prepare  timely 
checks  to  this  alarming  prosperity,  by  a  method 
that  should  also  replenish  their  own  coffers.  The 
idea  was  popular  with  the  great  body  of  proprie- 
tors in  England,  who  knew  or  cared  very  little 
about  their  fellow  subjects  in  America ;  until  a  live- 
ly interest   was   awakened   by  the   expectation  of 


*  <*  To  render  these  proceedings  more  irritating  to  the  colonies,  the  princi- 
pal argument  used,  in  favour  of  their  ability  to  pay  such  duties,  was  the  libe- 
rality of  the  grants  of  their  assemblies,  during  the  late  war.  Never  could  any 
argument  be  more  insulting,  and  mortifying  to  a  people,  habituated  to  the 
granting  of  their  own  money.**— Burke's  Works,  Vol.  !•  p.  338. 
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being  able  to  load  them  at  will,  witli  the  bin^h«a» 
of  the  nation.  The  conduct  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  English  landholders,  who  were  eteady  adro- 
cates  for  American  taxation,  and  for  the  American 
war,  affords  a  striking  lesson  to  shew,  how  men  who 
may  be  highly  estimable  ax  individuals,  wUl  pursue, 
as  a  body,  a  blind  and  selfish  career. 

Burke  in  his  speech  on  American  taxation,  whieh 
he  proves  had  its  origin  at  the  epoch  of  the  peace, 
in  1763,  in  shewing  how  the  country  gentlemen, 
were  induced  to  vote  for  the  increase  of  the  army, 
■ays,  ''But  hopes  of  another  kind  were  held  out  to 
them,  and  in  particular,  1  well  remember,  that  Mr. 
Townshend,  in  a  brilliant  harangue  upon  this  sub* 
ject,  did  dazzle  them,  by  playing  before  their  eyes 
the  image  of  a  revenue  to  be  raised  in  America.* 
He  goes  on  to  remark  that  Mr.  Grenville  matured 
the  new  system,  of  which  these  hints  of  Mr. 
Townshend  were  the  (irst  glimmerings;  he  admits 
that  with  honest  intentions  he  was  the  father 
of  the  fatal  scheme  ;*  though  he  doubts  whether  it 

*  Id  (he  debate  nf  the  Houae  nf  Commoai,  on  the  ISiboT  Uaj,  ITTT,  lb* 
fbltowing  aummarr  '»  given  in  the  "  Piriiaawntarjr  Debaln"^"  Mr.  Jenkia- 
wo  lamenting  the  neceeaity  of  the  war,  the  loaa  It  wai  to  the  kingdon,  but 
Dphnlding  the  indlnprnBable  authnrlty  of  pacUamenl,  and  blaiolDg  Om  bad 
foikj  ofaome  late  miniiieit,  repiobated  ip  the  aimngeat  tenna  the  T<a  Acl : 
ha  Eiindemned  Itae  whale  meaiure  ai  impotiilc,  futile,  childiah,  and  pallTj. 
Then  tut niog  lathe  Stamp  Act,  he  said,  Ibai  ineaiure  w at  not  Mr.  Grea* 
Tille'i ;  if  the  act  wsa  a  good  one,  the  meiil  of  it  wa*  not  due  to  Mr.  Gnu- 
ville  :  If  it  wai  a  bad  onp,  the  error  or  the  ill  polic;  of  it  did  not  belong  U 
him :  the  meaaure  «at  not  hia."  The  aulhoiil;  of  Mr.  Jci^ituon,  on  thU 
maltei,  will  be  thought  tuperlor  to  any  other,  whan  it  I)  recollected,  that  thii 
gentleman,  altervaiila  EmI  of  Uverpool,  waa  braught  lurward  bf  Lord  Bute, 
to  whom  be  wa*  at  fiitt  ptifaM  laentarj ;  aitd  Ibat  be  tucceedfd  that  noble- 
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Wat  entirely  the  result  of  bis  own  specdatioQ^  but 
rather  that  his  opinionsi  eoincided  with  the  instruo- 
tioaa  which  he  received.  Lord  Chatham  and 
Others  attributed  its  origin  to  that  ^  secret  influence 
behind  .the  throne,'*  which  lormed  a  part  of  the 
^  double  cabinet,'*  which  there  can  be  no  doubt  ex* 
isted  eSectively,  though  not  ostensibly,  from  the  ac* 
eessioQ  of  George  the  third,  till  the  termination  of 
the  American  war. 

How  far  the  sovere^  himself  was  responsible 
for  the  scheme  of  an  American  revenue,  will  per- 
haps never  be  known;  unless  some  authentic^  pri- 
vate  memoirs  should  hereafter  disclose  the  share^ 
which  each  person  had  in  the  undertaking.  History 
does  not  record  many  sovereigns,  whose  character 
was  more  estimable  than  that  of  George  the  third. 
He  possessed  firmness,  integrity  and  good  sense  and 
his  reign,  one^of  the  most  remarkable  for  its  length 
to  be  found  m  the  annals  of  the  worlds  was  unques- 
tionably the^  era  of  more  momentous  events,  than 
ever  before  Occurred  in  the  life  of  a  single  monarch. 
The  school  in  which  he  was  educated,  was  not  very 
favourable  to  sincerity,  nor  very  friendly  to  consti- 
tutional maxims  of  government.  The  influence  of 
his  mother's  court  and  disposition,  though  they  for- 
tunately left  him  a  virtuous  man  in  his  private  cha^ 
racter,  yet  gave  him  an  inclination  towards  some 


Id  poMesting  tke  entire  confidence  ef  the  kiat;,  in  being  entrusted  with  a 
knowledge  of  all  htaTtewt,  and  being  generally  suppofed  to  be  the  head,  of 
that  double  cabinet,  which  iirbethei  imaginary  or  not,  was  so  oftea  denovaced 
by  Chatham^  Burke,  aad  others. 

27 
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arbitrary  ideas,  and  nourished  an  impatient  pricU^ 
againat  parliamentarj  controul.* 

The  bias  during  almost  half  of  his  reign,  kept 
alive  a  feeling  of  reserve  with  the  acknowledged 
ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  checked  a  thorou^ 
and  frank  conliality  towards  his  parliament.  Though 
he  was  "  bom  a  Briton"  and  vas  far  more  naturalis- 
ed than  his  predecessor  and  g^randfather,  who  re- 
tained a  good  deal  of  the  accent,  idiom,  and  attach- 
ments of  their  German  origin;  yet  his  electorate  was 
a  possession  very  near  his  heart,  and  the  pride  of  the 
absolute,  German  Prince,  cherished  his  paternal  do- 
main of  Hanover,  the  mea  paupera  regna,  as  a  coun- 
try where  there  was  no  interference  with  his 
wishes  from  the  intractable  or  factious  Lords  aod 
Commons  who  represented  the  wealth  of  Britain. 
His  family,  though  they  were  transferred  from  a 
principality  of  moderate  resources,  to  one  of  the 
most  considerable  thrones  in  the  world,  still  felt  for 
the  former  all  the  attachment  arising  from  an  exclu- 
sive possession,  and  less  satisfaction  with  the  latter^ 
where  constitutional  usages  prevailed  to  divide  their 


nign  of  George  the  thiril,  wat  the  comaienFemem  ofanathei  SLuan't  leigo: 
■nd  if  il  bad  not  btfo  chrckpd  by  James  0(i>  aod  oihen,  Srn,  and  bj  Iba 
gieai  Chalham  and  others  nftarwardi,  it  vDuli<  hSTe  been  u  arbllfaiy,  mi 
ao;  or  tht  four,  f  will  nnl  tay  il  would  have  ntingiiietaed  citil  and  religioua 
liberly  upon  earth;  but  it  would  hate  gnne  ("leai  lengths  ion  aids  it,  and 
would  have  coft  maDkind  even  more  than  the  French  revolution  to  prcKrva 
It,  The  most  (ublime,  piolbuDd  anil  prophetic  eipresiion  ol  Chntham't  orato- 
ry,  that  he  ever  utteed  wai,  >  1  lejnica  ibal  America  hai  leiiated  :  luo  ruil- 
lioni  of  people  nduccd  to  tacTitudei  would  be  fit  inttrumeiiu  to  miike  elavM 
at  Uu  leit.' "  Prttidml  4dami'  l^tttn. 
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authority.  His  predecessors  accustomed  themselves 
with  some  difficulty,  to  the  very  different  tenure  of 
their  power  between  their  German  and  insular  do- 
minions, and  after  debarking,  they  seem  never  to 
^  have  burnt  their  ships.''  Though  this  feeling  was 
diminished  in  the  breast  of  George  the  third,  yet  it 
was  not  destroyed,  and  in  the  earlier  parts  of  his 
reign,  when  counteracted  by  factions  in  parliament,* 
the  idea  of  the  royal  yacht  that  might  transport 
him  to  his  continental  refuge,  readily  presented  it- 
self. The  pride  and  the  personal  feeling,  attached 
to  this  family  possession,  prevented  him  from 
identifying  himself  with  the  British  nation,  and  held 
in  reserve  an  alternative,  that  did  not  make  it 
necessary  to  stand  or  fall  with  his  friends  in  that 
country. 

This  sovereign  was  not  at  all  a  projector,  and  was 
ever  distinguished  for  his  aversion  to  all   innovation 
There  is  little  or  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  plan 


*  The  king*8  dislike  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  indignation  against  the  usurpa- 
tion meditated  by  his  famous  India  Bill,  were  well  known.  At  that  timo  he 
openly  avowed  his  resolve  to  leave  the  country,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
domination  of  a  faction.  The  following  note  written  to  Mr.- Pitt,  during  his 
memorable  struggle  against  Mr.  Fox,  in  1784  exhibits  his  doep  feeling  on  this 
subject* — <<J  trust  the  House  of  Lords  will  this  day  feel,  that  the  houi  is 
come,  for  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  established  that  respectable 
corps  in  the  state,  to  prevent  either  the  Crown  or  the  Commons  from  en* 
croaching  on  the  rights  of  each  other.  Indeed,  fhould  not  the  Lords  stand 
boldly  forth,  this  constitution  must  soon  be  changed ;  for  if  the  two  only  i-e- 
maining  privileges  of  the  Crown  are  infringed,  that  of  negativing  bills,  vi  hich 
have  i^ssed  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  that  of  naming  the  mini^teis  to  be 
employed,  I  cannot  but  feel,  as  far  as  regards  my  own  person,  that  I  ran  be  no 
longer  of  utility  to  this  country,  nor  can  with  honour  continue  in  tll)^  t':ljud.' 

Dr.  TomiMi  Lift  o/FUt^  Vol.  1.  p.  iOl, 
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,' '/  y.,i  of  an  American  revenue  or^kiated  with  him ;  bat 
he  WQs  induced  to  sanctioo  it  from  the  persuasioa 
u  ,.  _  of  his  miniBters.  It  Ib  more  probable  that  it  was 
deviled  by  those  secret  Mlvisers,  who  formed  a  kind 
of  domestic  council,  and  determined  on  manj  me» 
lures  without  consulting  the  public  ministers.  Their 
motive  was  to  obtain  a  commaod  of  resources,  wboss 
appropriation  the  parliament  would  not  scrutinise 
Terr  closely,  as  they  were  not  to  be  levied  on  their 
constituents.  They  and  their  friends  would  have 
had  a  wide  Bold  of  patronage  from  colonial  taxfr< 
tion ;  and  the  sovereign  himself  was  persuaded,  it 
may  be  conjectured,  that  he  might  in  this  manner 
command  an  ample  revenue,  that  would  make  him 
independent  of  his  parliament:  a  boon  too  grelefid 
to  be  resisted  by  a  youthful  monarch,  whose  mind 
had  been  strongly  imbued  with  arbitrary  pnooiples 
%  of  reigning. 

The  following  authentic  anecdote  on  the  oriii^  oi 
American  taxation,  may  be  gratifying  to  pers<»ia 
who  are  fond  of  tracii^  the  current  <^  events  up  to 
their  primitive  sources,  and  who  know  how  often 
changes  in  human  afi&irs  are  first  put  in  motion  bj 
very  trifling  causes.  When  President  Adams  was 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  he  often  saw 
his  countryman,  Benjamin  West,  the  tat*  President 
of  the  Royal  Academy.  Mr.  West  always  retained 
a  strong  and  unyielding  affection  for  his  native  land, 
which,  to  borrow  a  terra  of  his  own  art,  was  in  fine 
keeping  with  bis  elevated  genius.  The  patronage 
of  the  king  was  nobly  bestowed  upon  him,  and  if 
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fonitfi  a  fine  trait  in  the  character  of  both,  that 
when  a  malicious  courtier  endeavoured  to  embarraai 
him,  by  askir^  his  opinion  on  the  news  of  some  di9» 
astrous  erent  to  America,  in  the  presence  of  the 
kfi^,  he  replied,  that  he  never  could  rejoice  in  any 
misfortune  to  his  native  country ;  for  which  answer 
the  king  immediately  gave  him  his  protecting  ap* 
probation.  Mr.  West  one  day  asked  Mr.  Adams,  if 
he  should  like  to  take  a  walk  with  him,  and  see  the 
cause  of  the  American  revolution.  The  minister 
havii^  known  something  of  this  matter,  smiled  at 
the  proposal,  but  told  him  that  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  the  cause  of  that  Revolution,  and  to  take  a 
walk  with  his  friend  West,  any  where.  The  next 
mornii^  he  called  accordii^  to  agreement,  and  took 
Mr.  Adams  into  Hyde  Park  to  a  spot  near  the  Ser- 
pentine River,  where  he  gave  him  the  followittt; 
narrative.  The  Kii^  came  to  the  throne  a  youi^ 
man  surrounded  by  flattering  courtiers ;  one  of 
whose  frequent  topics  it  was,  to  declaim  against  the 
meanness  of  his  palace,  which  was  wholly  unworthy 
a  monarch  of  such  a  country  as  England.  They  said 
that  there  was  not  a  sovereign  in  Europe  who  was 
lodged  so  poorly,  that  his  sorry,  dingy)  old,  brick  pa- 
lace of  St.  James,  looked  like  a  stable,  and  that  he 
ought  to  build  a  palace  suited  to  his  kingdom.  The 
king  was  fond  of  architecture,*  and  would  therefore 


■*i*i 


^  ft  IK  perbapf,  fortunate  that  he  had  suiBcient  aelfcontroul  to  retift  thit 
inclinatton;  for  if  his  taste  may  he  judged  from  the  anomnlous,  unfinishej 
tdtfice  at  Kew,  the  whole  merit  of  which,  the  architect  resolutely  attributed 
to  the  kiiig*s  own  desii^s,  he  would  not  bare  added  any  ornament  to  the 
^untry  by  bis  new  palace. 
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more  readily  listen  to  su^estiona,  which  were  in  fact' 
all  true.  This  spot  that  you  see  here,  was  selected 
for  the  site,  between  this  and  this  point,  which  were 
marked  ouL  The  king  applied  to  his  miniatera  oa 
the  subject ;  thej  inquired  what  sum  would  be  want* 
ed  by  his  majesty,  who  said,  that  he  would  begin 
with  a  million ;  they  stated  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  treasury,  but  that  hia  majes- 
ty's wishes  should  be  taken  into  full  consideraticuL 
Some  time  afterwards  the  king  was  informed,  that 
the  wants  of  tho  treasury  were  too  urgent  to  ad- 
mit of  a  supply  from  their  [H^sent  means,  but  that 
a  revenue  might  be  raised  in  America  to  supply  all 
the  king's  wishes.  This  suf^estion  was  followed 
up,  and  the  king  was  in  this  way  first  led  to  consider, 
and  then  to  consent,  to  the  scheme  for  taxing  the 
colonies.  Mr.  West  always  acquitted  the  kii^  oi 
all  blame  in  the  measures  connected  with  the  Ame- 
rican war;  but  asserted,  that  he  was  from  first  to 
last  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  true  state  of  the  quea* 
tion,  and  of  the  situation  of  the  colonies,  and  ccm>- 
stantly  deceived  by  the  misrepresentations  of  those 
about  him.  Though  it  is  unquestionably  true,  that 
the  king  was  led  unwarily  into  the  dispute  with  the 
(Tolonies,  and  that  the  design  of  taxing  them  was 
planned  by  others,  yet  he  interested  himself  m  it 
very  deeply,  and  seemed  to  consider  the  stru^e  as 
a  personal  concern  of  his  own.  His  character  was 
naturally  firm,  in  this  case  It  became  obstinate  ;  and 
he  yielded  with  the  utmost  reluctance  his  hold  over 
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the  colonies.*  The  loss  of  this  power  however  was 
soon  found  to  be  a  mutual  advantage  to  both  coun- 
tries ;  and  perhaps  served  to  cure  him  of  any  wish 
to  imitate  the  arbitrary  views  of  the  Stuarts.  The 
latter  half  of  his  reign^  or,  from  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  Pitt  as  minister,  he  became  more  truly  and 
contentedly,  a  constitutional  sovereign.  The  talents 
of  that  efiJMBent  statesman,  the  creation  of  new 
peers,  the  vast  increase  of  patronage,  and  after- 
wards the  droits  of  Admiralty,  gave  the  king  such 
abundant  and  substantial  resources  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  personal  views,  that  the  subsequent 
policy  of  his  reign  became  much  more  safe  both  for 
himself  and  the  nation. 

It  might  be  a  matter  of  curious  speculation  to  con- 
sider what  would  have  been  the  consequences,  if 
the  king,  instead  of  taking  the  plan  of  his  public  or 
his  secret  cabinet,  of  raising  his  wished  for  revenue 
in  America,  through  the  agency  of  the  English  par- 
hament ;  had  asked  for  it,  by  direct  application  to 
the  several  colonial  assemblies.  There  was  indeed 
no  anxiety  in  the  colonists  to  pay  taxes  to  any  one ; 

*  Thifl  persona]  feeling  wai  natural  to  the  pride  of  the  80?erei|pi,  who 
made  it  more  bis  own  aifo.ir,  than  the  iLing  in  a  free  government  would  do  a 
common  concern  of  the  State.  How  a  despotic  monarch  would  have  ielt^ 
may.^  seen  in  the  Prince  de  Ligne's  account  of  the  familiar  conversation 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany :  <*  Plutot  que  de 
signer  la  separation  de  treize  Provinces,  comme  mon  frdre  George,  dit 
Catherine  II.  avec  douceur,  je  me  lerois  tir^  un  coup  de  pistolet."  The  king 
of  England,  however,  on  this  point  acted  with  true  dignity,  when  Mr.  Adams^ 
th«  first  American  ambassador  was  presented  to  bim,  he  said,  ^*  Sir,  I  was 
the  last  man  in  my  liingdom  to  cons-nt  to  youi  independencei  and  I  shall 
be  the  last  to  doany  thing  to  infringe  it." 
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but  their  whole  oppoutlon  was  founded  tm  tlw  ai* 
tempt  to  assess  tbem  hj  a  parliament,  in  which  ther 
had  DO  representatiTes.  It  wu  this  dangerous  pr»- 
tension  that  roused  all  their  oppoiitioii ;  a  preteBsiea. 
which  had  no  equitable  foundation  whatever.  As  ■ 
Matter  of  justice,  the  soverci^  might  as  wcU  bava 
laid  a  tax  on  the  people  of  England  by  the  inatn»> 
mentality  of  oae  of  his  colonial  assembliefl,  aa  b^  tha 
tf  giving  and  granting"  of  the  Elnglish  pariiameot, 
have  iflopoeed  a  tax  cm  the  colonists :  there  was  bo 
representatioa  in  either  case.  The  king  was  popw 
lar  in  America;  tf  he  had  broi^ht  himself  ■nova 
closely  into  connexion  with  the  various  coloniaL  aft> 
semhlies  ;  and  considered  them  as  part  of  his  doaoio- 
ions,  over  which  the  English  parliament  had  no  finan- 
eial  controut,  the  reception  of  hia  requests  would 
have  b:jen  very  different;  the  blandishments  of  ro^ 
alty  in  this  more  flattering  and  intimate,  personal  iii> 
tercourse  might  at  least  for  a  time,  have  allured  hit 
colonial  subjects  into  liberal  contributions.*  Had 
George  the  third  taken  Dr.  Franklin  for  his  adviser 
and  minister  in  American  afTairsi  the  separation  of 

■Tti«  reader  willfind  in  manj'pMiBgH  of  itMrarrramnrhiblcHKalnftltaB 
af  Dr.  Fianklln  before  lb*  HouH  af  Oainnmin,  Mim  itrlkiag  bloH  on  Ibi*  to- 
pic ;  wblch  might  h«  further  eluoMiilrd  bj>  mBDy  sjiIdmmii  In  lri>  woi4w.  It- 
would  eilend  ibii  notr  lo  sn  inciHiTeBieM  IroElh  I*  tske  all  ifa*  quiMlaai 
asH  aniwert  thai  bear  upoa  iM*  aulyeet ;  the  Mlowlai  nait  luSc*  toitra 
■n  idea  of  the  whole. 

"  Q.  BiippOH  the  King  ■bouM  rehire  lb«  Colooiei  lo  grant  ■  nTe«i*,  >■# 
Ae  pailiamrnt  ebouli'  be  a; linit  ihrlr  daiiii  It,  do  they  Ibint'  lhej"ean  gnrnt- 
•  revenue  to  the  King,  wilhoul  the  coumbi  of  the  pajUaneM  of  Qraal  Brl- 
Min." 

"i4.  That  i*  a  deep  qiiexinn. — Ai  tn  my -ewn  o^imi,  t  ehouM-  tfalnk  nj.- 
■elf  at  liberty  to  do  it,  and  ibeuld  do  it,  if  I  liked  the  occMtaa." 
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the  fempire  would  hare  been  postponed  for  some 
years :  ft>waB  th«  benevoleDt  dispensation  of  Pro- 
Tidence  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  that  he  did  not 
pursue  this  course,  for  which  no  man  would  subse- 
quently hare  been  more  devoutly  thankful,  than  Dr. 
Franklin  himself.  There  was  a  sort  of  fatality  in 
the  prejudice  that  the  king  had  imbibed  against 
Franklin;  he  had,  it  ia  true,  the  highest  opiDion  of  his 
abilities,  but  the  greatest  fear  of  them;  and  he 
nerer  would  listen  to  any  thing  that  came  from  him. 
At  the  same  time,  there  was  no  individual  in  his  em- 
pire more  desirous  of  maintaiaing  it  entire,  more 
capable  of  su^esting  the  measures  to  elTect  this 
object,  and  more  opposed  to  taking  up  arms,  except 
i^inst  absolute,  irremediable  oppression.  But  taxa- 
tion was  resolved  upoa;  the  king  placed  his  honour, 
his  interest,  and  his  pleasure  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  system;  and  the  nation  at  large,  in  all  the  in- 
toxication of  power,  sought  the  grati6cation  of  a 
mercena^  arrogance,  in  the  taxation  of  "  our  colo- 
nies.** Chatham  and  Burke  in  vain  opposed  the 
king'  and  his  parliament  in  their  unjust  career ;  but 
not  in  vain  for  their  own  glory,  since  to  this  opposi- 
tion their  country  and  the  world  are  indebted  for 
the  most  illustrious  models  of  eloquence  and  wisdom, 
that  legislative  annals  have  produced. 

The  share  which  the  Crown  officers  in  the  colo- 
nies had  in  producing  this  system  of  revenue,  was 
altogether  secondary  ;  though  the  public  at  the  4ime 
attributed  a  good  deal  of  it  to  their  ageitcy.     They 
28 
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even  made  some  representations  against  it  at  firsts 
but  in  a  very  feeble  manner ;  and  soon  took  care  to 
shew  bj  their  alacrity  to  carry  every  measure  inta 
effect,  that  they  were  merely  subaltern  and  servile 
agents,  who  thought  only  of  their  own  fortune,  and 
were  ready  to  enforce  any  measures  rather  than  re- 
sign their  places.  The  blame  to  be  imputed  to 
them,  was  their  want  of  manly  and  honest  conduct, 
in  lending  themselves  to  the  execution  of  an  odious 
system,  and  placing  their  duty  altogether  in  forward- 
ing the  views  of  the  ministry,  without  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  people.  Though  they  had  no  part 
in  devising  the  plan,  yet  they  had  a  very  essential 
one  in  promoting  it,  and  preventing  its  abandonment* 
They  constantly  misrepresented  the  state  of  the 
country  and  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  in 
their  eagerness  to  make  their  own  fortunes,  first 
deceived  themselves,  and  then  the  ministry.  They 
represented  the  opposition  to  be  altogether  instigat- 
ed by  a  few  factious  demagogues.  When  the  re- 
sistance, which  was  universal,  became  more  open, 
and  they  saw  beyond  the  possibility  of  delusion  that 
the  colonists  never  would  submit  to  oppression  }  they 
then  resorted  for  shelter  to  the  power  of  Britain; 
they  persuaded  themselves,  and  sought  to  persuade 
others,  that  this  power  was  irresistible.  To  main- 
tain themselves  and  their  cause,  they  induced  the 
ministry  at  last  to  send  a  military  force  to  their  sup 
port ;  vainly  supposing  that  a  free  people  would  be 
subdued  by  the  appearance  of  a  standing  army ;  the 
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QtsAy  effect  of  which  >ias,  to  hasten  the  crisis,  and 
bring  the  question  to  a  trial  by  arms.* 


The  Stamp  Aet-^Congreis  propoitd — RioU  in  Boston — Liberty 

Tree. 

The  remonstrances  against  the  acts  of  trade,  pre- 
sented in  1764,  were  miavailing.  Though  they  had 
been  prepared  after  a  concert  between  parties  in 
the  legislature,  in  a  style,  which  the  influence  of  the 
administration  had  made  quite  as  submissive  as  the 
humblest  petition  could  have  used,  yet  they  were 
not  listened  to.  That  no  circumstance  of  conciliation 
might  be  wanting,  and  that  they  might  reach  the 
ministry  in  the  manner  least  offensive  to  them,  they 
were  transmitted  by  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor,  who  supported  them  with  their  favoura- 
ble   opinion.      Notwithstanding  'these    precautions, 


*  The  following  extract  from  Dr.  Franklin*8  examination  before  the  House 
•f  Commons  will  prove  how  plainly  the  result  of  their  measures  was  predicted. 

^  Q.  Can  any  thing  less  than  a  military  force  carry  the  stamp  Act  into 
execution  ? 

<*  ^,  I  do  not  see  how  a  military  force  can  be  applied  to  that  purpose. 

"  Q,  Why  may  it  not  ? 

".^.  Suppose  a  military  force  sent  into  America;  they  will  find  nobody  in 
arms ;  what  are  they  then  to  do  ?  They  cannot  force  a  man  to  lake  stamps 
who  chu&es  to  do  without  them.  They  wUl  not  find  a  rebellion ;  they  may 
indeed  make  one.*' 
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thej  were  disregarded  by  the  ministers,  who  pro« 
cceded  with  alacrity^  as  if  they  had  been  encouraged 
by  the  moderation  and  subdued  tone  of  these  repre- 
sentations, to  take  more  decisive  measures  for  re** 
alizing  their  plan  of  an  American  revenue.  Early 
in  February  1765,*  the  stamp  act  was  passed  with 
an  infatuated  unanimity ;  an  act,  destined  to  obtain 
very  great  celebrity.  No  legislative  decree  ever 
occasioned  a  more  remarkable  and  universal  excite-* 
ment  Its  name  was  so  strongly  associated  in  men's 
minds  with  oppression,  injustice  and  danger,  that  the 
very  words  became  hateful,  and  a  lasting  odium  in 
this  country  was  attached  to  a  tax,  which  on  some 
occasions  might  be  a  useful  measure  of  finance.t 

When  the  information  of  the  passage  of  this  act, 
which  was  not  to  go  into  operation  till  the  following 
November,  reached  the  colonies,  the  assembly  of 
Virginia  was  the  only  one  in  session.  They  acted 
with  the  energy  and  promptness  suited  to  the  occa* 

*  At  the  be«iiiBifig  o  this  year  Mr.  Otis  rece'iTed  from  Mr.  Hollit  a  copy  of 
the  beautiful  4to  edition  of  LoclLe*t  Letters  on  Toieratioiif  which  he  had  puh« 
liahed.    On  a  blanli  pst^e,  the  donor  wrote  the  following  inscription : 
<<  Tq  an  Asaeiter  oi  Liberty^  civil  and  relisious, 
*  James  Otis,  Esq. 
of  Boston,  in  New  England, 
An  Englishman, 
Citizen  of  the  world  : 
To  prato  quod  vocant  Runins;  Med,  inter  Windlesor  et  Stanes ;  1  Jan.  1765.^ 

f  An  instance  of  this  prejudice  was  shewn  in  the  rase  of  a  moderate  stamp 
duty,  that  was  laid  during  the  first 'administiation  o  the  federal  government. 
The  factious  scribblers  of  that  day,  to  excite  oppo&itiuR,  appealed  to  the 
fincient  hatred  against  the  "  stamp  act^  witli  some  success,  though  the  naine 
was  the  only  circumstance  pf  re&embla9ce, 
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flioDt  The  memorable  resolves  introduced  by  Pat- 
rick Henry,  assumed  at  once  the  lofty  and  open 
ground  against  taxation  by  any  legislature,  in  which 
they  were  not  represented.  The  Governor  imme- 
diately  dissolved  them,  but  their  resolves  went 
abroad,  and  it  was  soon  found  that  the  public  voice 
throughout  the  colonies,  harmonized  with  the  tone 
which  they  had  taken. 

When  the  account  reached  Boston  in  April,  that 
the  stamp  act  would  be  passc^d,  there  was  a  tem[Kv 
rary  suspension  of  public  opinion,  that  led  the  ad« 
ministration  into  the  most  mistaken  conscience; 
which,  of  itself,  is  sufficient  to  prove,  that  they  were 
really  ^orant  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  and 
of  the  character  of  the  people  they  governed. 
Hutchinson,  with  eager  subserviency,  wrote,  ^  that 
they  were  waiting,  not  to  know  whether  they  must 
submit  to  a  stamp  duty,  but  when  it  was  to*take 
place,  and  under  what  regulations ;  and  what  further 
provision  was  to  be  made,  if  the  duty  should  fall 
short  of  raising  the  sums  that  tl^  colonies  were  to 
pay.'^*  This  ominous  silence,  which  was  so  strangely 
interpreted  into  passive  submission,  was  merely  the 
result  of  feelings  that  were  too  deep  for  &u}'erficial 
emotion.  The  public  seemed,  for  a  short  [  ericd, 
absorbed  in  profound  meditation,  as  to  the  mciie  of 
averting  the  menaced  evils,  and  were  preparii^ 
their  minds,  not  to  suffer,  but  to  repel  them. 


^•^ 


*  Miiioty¥oL2.p.202, 
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The  Legislature  did  not  meet  till  the  last  day  of 
May,  when  the  Governor  addressed  them  in  a  speech 
that  was  principally  occupied  with  suggestions  re- 
lating to  potash,  lumber  and  hemp:  towards  the 
close  of  it,  he  informs  them,  that  ^  the  general  set« 
tlement  of  the  American  provinces,  which  has  been 
long  ago  proposed,  and  now  probably  will  be  prose- 
cuted to  its  utmost  completion,  must  necessarily  pro- 
duce some  regulations,  which  from  their  novelty  on/y, 
will  appear  disagreeable.^^ — He  concludes  with  this 
exquisite  consolation  for  these  ^  disagreeable  novel- 
ties.'' ^'  It  is  our  happiness,  that  our  supreme  legisla- 
ture, the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  sanctu- 
ary of  liberty  and  justice,  and  that  the  Prince  who 
presides  over  it,  realizes  the  idea  of  a  patriot  King. 
Surely,  then,  we  should  submit  our  opinions  to  the 
determinations  of  so  august  a  body:  and  acquiesce  in 
a  perfect  confidence,  that  the  rights  of  the  members 
of  the  British  empire  will  ever  l)e  safe  in  the  hands 
of  the  conservators  of  the  liberty  of  the  whole,** 
Doctrines  like  thf^e,  in  due  time,  made  Bernard  a 
Baronet,  and  the  colonies  independent.  Though 
Otis  was  on  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  speech  relating  to  the  state  of  the 
province,  no  answer  appears  on  the  journals;*  it  is 
probable  they  thought  that  the  measures  proposed 
by  them  might  be  a  sufficient  answer. 

Otis  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
house,  consisting  of  members  of  different  parties,  to 

■»^iW-    II  II  111 

*  Massachusetts  State  Papers,  p.  34. 
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consider  what  steps  should  be  taken,  ^  under  the 
many  difficulties  to  which  the  colonies  are,  and  must 
be,  reduced,  by  the  operation  of  some  late  acts  of 
parliament;''  who  reported  the  expediency  of  having 
a  general  meeting  of  ^  committees''  from  the  several 
assemblies  of  the  colonies,  to  be  held  at  New  York, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  following.  The 
Speaker,  Otis,  and  Mr.  Lee,  were  then  appointed  to 
prepare  a  letter  to  the  speakers  of  the  colonial  le- 
gislatures. This  was  forthwith  reported,  and  was 
signed  by  Mr.  White,  the  speaker,  under  date  of 
June  8th,  1765,  and  stated,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
legislature  was  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  measure 
of  a  general  meeting  of  committees,  ^^  to  consult  to- 
gether, and  to  consider  of  a  general  and  united,  duti- 
ful and  humble  representation  of  their  condition,  to 
his  Majesty  and  the  parliament,  to  implore  relief." 

This  step,  it  appears  by  the  letter,  was  taken 
unanimously.  The  Governor  and  his  friends,  in 
fact,  dared  not  make  any  opposition.  It  was  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  previous  petitions  which 
they  had  forwarded  the  preceding  year :  and  they 
also  began  to  perceive,  that  the  state  of  public  opi- 
nion was  not  to  be  trifled  with.  It  was  their  object 
therefore,  to  get  such  a  committee  appointed  as 
would  enter  into  their  views ;  and  in  that  case,  this 
Congress  might  be  the  means  of  occupying  public 
attention,  and  diverting  the  people  from  more  dan- 
gerous proceedings.  They  succeeded  in  part,  in  ob- 
taining such  a  committee,  and  though  Otis  was  upon 
it,  they  opposed  him  with  Brigadier  Ruggles,  wh» 
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With  Mr.  Partridge,  also  on  the  goremment   side^ 
made  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts. 

This  was  the  secoiMi  attempt*  at  a  general  repre* 
aeotation  of  the  country,  and  is  interesting  in  the 
preliminary  history  of  their  confederation,  as  must 
be  every  step  towards  a  union  of  colonies,  originally 
to  distinct,  and  afterwards  so  closely  united.  The 
first  was  the  Congress  convened  at  Albany,  on  the 
BUggestioD  of  Governor  Shirley,  in  1754,  aud  which 
was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  govem- 


*  There  wmf  iadted  a  partial  confederation  formed  in  164S,  under  the 
name  of  **  the  United  Colonies  of  Now  England.^  Chalroeie,  after  dcKribi^ 
this  league,  observes  :  '*  Such  then,  were  the  terms  of  the  fi  st  coofederacj  to  be 
met  with  in  colonial  story.  The  most  inattpntive  must  perceive  the  exact  re* 
semblance  it  bears  to  a  similar  junction  of  the  colonies,  more  recent,  extensive 
and  powerful.^  (He  alludes  to  the  Congress  of  1774.)  *'  Both  originated 
from  Massachusetts,  always  fruitful  in  piojerts  of  independence.  And  wise 
men  at  the  era  of  both,  remarked,  that  those  meinorab'-e  associations  esta^ 
blisheda  complete  system  of  absolute  sovereignty  :  because  the  piinciples  upon 
wliich  it  was  erected,  necessarily  led  to  what  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  prin* 
eipal  agents  at  either  period,  to  avow,^    p.  177. 

Chalmers,  in  his  animosity  to  Massachusetts,  brings  many  charges  against 
her  as  a  colony,  and  is  disposed  to  m  ike  her  independence  coeval  with  her  exis* 
fence.  *^  Massachusetts'*  (lie  says)  **  in  rnnformity  to  its  accustomed  princi* 
pies,  acted,  during  the  civil  wars,  almost  altogether  as  an  independent  state. 
Itformed  leagues,  not  only  with  the  neighbouring  col6nies,  but  with  foreign  na- 
tions, without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  government  of  England ^It 

permitted  no  appeals  :  it  refused  to  exercise  its  jurisdiction  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  nf  England.  It  assumed  the  government  of  Now  Hampshire 
and  Mainei  It  coined  money :  Thus  evincing  to  all,  what  had  been 
forseen  by  the  wise  ;  that  a  people  of  such  principles  religious  and  political 
settling  at  so  great  a  distance  from  control,  would  necessarily  form  an  iode» 
pendeat  state.''  In  further  describing  the  transactions  ol  this  period,  he  says, 
<^ That  cdooy  not  only  thus  gave  the  law  to  its  confederates,  but  had  tlie 
dexterity  to  foil  the  Long  Parliament,  so  celebrated  for  its  talents  and  pow* 
er,"  He  concludes  as  a  kind  of  climax,  "  Not  only  did  Massachusetts  proud- 
ly dictate  to  its  confederates,  and  artfully  foil  the  parliament,  but  it  outfawa- 
ed  and  out-witted  Cromwell." 
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WMUt  The  dei^  of  a  permanent  union  then  fail- 
ed, though  several  plans  were  proposed.  The 
scheme  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin,  which  may  be 
found  in  his  works,  is  a  very  curious  document,  and 
discovers  great  ability  in  the  first  attempt  to  draw 
order  out  of  chaos.  It  was  rejected  however  by  the 
king,  because  it  took  too  much  from  the  prerogative ; 
and  by  the  colonies,  because  it  abridged  their  privi- 
leges ;  whence  Dr.  Franklin  concludes,  not  unreasona* 
biy,  that  it  probably  preserved  the  true  medium, 
and  was  founded  in  justice.* 

The  question  with  regard  to  the  Stamp  Act,  wa« 
effectively  settled  before  the  Stamp  Act  Congress, 
as  it  has  been  called,  assembled.  Its  meeting  was 
to  be  so  near  the  time  when  the  act  was  to  go  into 
operation,  that  the  people  probably  thought  it  could 
not  convene  in  time  to  prepare  a  remedy  ;  and  some 
of  the  assemblies  having  been  dissolved  by  the  go- 
vernors could  not  send  delegates.  The  inhabitants 
therefore  throughout  the  colonies,  with  an  energy 
and  unanimity  that  were  irresistible,  took  the  aflair 
into  their  own  hands.  Essays,  sermons,  and  discour- 
ses of  all  kinds,  meetings,  committees,  associations, 

*  Dr.  Franklin's  own  remarks  on  this  project,  are  too  interesting  to  be  omit- 
ted— ''  Its  fate  was  singular,  the  assemblies  did  not  accept  it,  as  they  thought 
there  was  too  much  prerogative  in  it ;  and  in  England  it  was  judged  to  have 
too  much  of  the  democrcUie,  The  different  and  contrary  reasons  of  dislike  to 
my  plan,  makes  me  suspect  that  it  was  the  true  medium  ;  and  I  am  still  of 
•pinion  it  would  have  been  happy  for  both  sides,  if  it  had  been  adopted-— 
Those  who  govern,  having  much  business  on  their  hands,  do  not  generally  like 
to  take  the  trouble  of  considering  and  carrying  int^  execution  new  projects. 
The  best  public  measures  are  therefore  seldom  adopted  from  previous  wisdom, 
but  forced  by  the  occasion.''    Franklin't  W^rks,  V.  1.  p.  201-203. 
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called  the  public  to  resistance.  The  people  wera 
taught,  and  most  fortunately  they  perfectly  undeiw 
stood  the  lesson,  that  the  execution  of  this  act  would 
determine  the  question  of  freedom  or  slayery.  Eir« 
ery  where  the  most  decided  opposition  was  raised, 
and  before  the  stamps  themselves  could  reach  the 
country,  it  was  firmly  resolved  that  they  should  not 
be  used,  and  the  officers,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
distribute  them,  had  all  declined  an  employment, 
that  was  stigmatized  with  general  abhorrence. 

The  eiTervesccnce  was  so  great  in  Boston,*  that 
some  disorders  took  place,  which  formed  an  exception 
to  the  general  character  of  the  town.  During  a  peri* 
od  of  several  years,  the  people  at  times,  in  relation 
to  political  affairs,  may  be  said  to  have  returned  to 
the  first  form  of  government  in  the  colony,  which 


*  In  a  pamphlet  entitled,  "  T^e  conduct  of  the  late  adminittration 
inedy  with  an  appendix  rpnta'ninfi  original  and  authentic  documents ;  London^ 
1767  i"  and  reprinted  in  Boston,  there  are  various  extracts  of  letters  address- 
ed to  different  public  offices.  Otis  is  mentioned  two  or  three  times  io  thif 
work  i  and  an  opinion  of  his  reported  on  hearsay,  is  given  in  the  extract  of  A 
letter  written  probablj  by  Governor  Bernard.  The  letter  was  dated  October 
I9th,  1765,  and  the  following  is  the  extract.  "  By  this  you  may  guess  (writei 
a  person  of  unshaken  loyalty  to  England)  what  a  state  this  government  is  in, 
and  it  is  not  likely  to  mend,  till  the  powenand  authority  of  Great  Britain 
come  to  our  relief.  For  this  I  can  quote  a  great  politician  of  this  town,  Who 
is  now  at  New  York.  This  gentleman  (it  is  Mr.  Otis  of  whom  he  speaks)  has, 
I  believe,  contributed  more  than  any  one  man  whatever,  to  bring  ns  into 
the  state  of  outlaw ly  and  confusion  we  are  now  in,  and  now  begins  to  bo 
frightened  at  it :  before  he  left  this  town  for  New  York,  he  said  tp  a  gentle- 
man, if  the  government  at  home  don^t  very  soon  send  forces  to  keep  the  pro- 
vince, they  will  be  cutting  one  another^s  throats  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
it."  So  man  was  quoted  and  misquoted  more  than  Otis,  he  might  have  ex- 
pressed himself  in  his  usual  strong  manner,  le^pecting  the  Hgitation  of  public 
feeling;  the  wiiter  has  attributed  the  remark  to  him,  to  justify  sending  a  roiU* 
ttiTj  force  into  the  province. 
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Was  a  simple  democracy,  and  resumed  their  interfer- 
ence in  a  direct  management  of  public  cpncerns; 
yet  this  deviation  was  accompanied  with  very  little 
turbulence,  seldom  with  any  destruction  of  property 
and  never  any  of  life.  The  conduct  of  these  mobs, 
for  such  in  truth  they  were,  was  remarkable  for  in- 
telligence and  Moderation. 

At  this  period  there  arose  a  practice  which  was 
occasion^ly  repeated,  of  signifying  public  sentiment 
in  a  very  effectual  way,  though  without  any  respon- 
sible or  even  ostensible  agent,  unless  an  inanimate 
one,  the  Liberty  Tree^  can  be  so  considered.  This 
tree  was  one  of  those  majestic  elms,  of  the  American 
species,  that  form  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  in 
the  landscape  of  this  country.  It  stood  in  front  of 
a  house,  opposite  the  Boylston  Market,  on  the  edge 
of  the  street,  which  its  spreading  branches  oversha- 
dowed.* On  the  14th  of  August,  1765,  an  efiigy  re- 
presenting Mr.  Oliver,  appointed  to  distribute  the 
stamps,  and  a  boot  (the  emblem  of  Lord  Bute)  with 

*  In  a  letter  of  Governor  Bernard  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  dated  Boston,  June 
16,  1768,  a  copy  of  which  was  afterwards  communicated  to  the  legislature,  h« 
gives  a  description  of  this  tree,  which  Is  alluded  to,  in  the  Vindication  of  the 
Town,  entitled  An  AppttU  io  the  Worlds  as  follows:  ^  Your  lordship  must 
know  that  Liberty  tree  is  a  large  old  Elm  in  the  High  Street,  upon  which  the 
effigies  were  hung  in  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  from  whence  the  mobs  at 
that  time  made  their  parades.  It  has  since  been  adoined  with  an  inscription, 
And  has  obtained  the  name  of  Liberty  Tree,  as  the  ground  under  it  has  that 
of  Liberty  Hall.XIn  August  last,  just  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
troubles,  they  erected  a  flag  stafi^  which  went  through  th«^H|  And  a  good 
deal  above  the  top  of  the  tree.  Upon  this  they  hoist  a  dag,  iHHPJ^al  for  th« 
Sons  of  Liberty,  as  they  are  called  ;  I  gave  my  Lord  Shelbume  an  account  of 
this  erection  at  the  time  it  was  made.  This  tree  has  often  put  me  in  mind  of 
Jack  Cade's  Oak  of  Et formatioB." 
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the  devil  peeping  out  of  it,  with  the  Stamp  Act  in 
his  hand,  and  various  other  satirical  emblems,  were 
suspended  from  its  branches.  Chief  Justice  Hutch- 
inson, directed  the  sheriff  to  remove  this  pageantry, 
but  his  deputies,  from  the  indications  of  popular 
feeling,  declined  the  task  ;  and  the  Council  of  the 
Province  thought  if  they  did  not  interfere,  that  the 
affair  would  subside  without  disturbance.  In  the 
evening  the  figures  were  taken  down,  carried  in  pro* 
cession  through  the  streets,  and  through  the  Town 
House,  to  a  small  building  in  State-street,  which 
Mr.  Oliver  had  erected  for  a  stamp  office ;  this  was 
entirely  demolished,  and  the  procession  then  moved 
to  Fort  Hill,  where  his  house  was  situated,  to  make 
a  bonfire  of  this  pageantry.  His  family  were  alarm- 
ed, but  some  of  his  friends  who  were  very  obnoxious 
to  popular  ill  will,  remained  with  a  shew  of  resis- 
tance. This  provoked  an  attack,  in  which  the  win- 
dows were  broken,  and  some  injury  done  to  the 
house  and  furniture. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Oliver  announced  through  his 
.  friends  on  the  exchange,  that  he  had  declined  the 
office  of  stamp  distributor ;  but  it  being  intimated  to 
him,  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  quiet  of  the  pub- 
lic, if  he  would  come  to  this  tree  and  resign  it,  open- 
ly, he  ap|)eared  there  accordingly,  and  declared  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  spectators  that 
he  wouldttpt  accept  the  place.  It  was  thencefor- 
ward csMa  Liberty  Tree.  In  February  of  the 
]^ceding  year,  the  tree  was  carefully  pruned,  and 
ihe  following  inscription  placed  upon  it.     **  This  tree 
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was  planted  in  the  year  1614,  and  pruned  by  order 
of  the  sons  of  Liberty,  Feb.  14th,  1766.''*  On  future 
occasions  there  was  seldom  any  excitement  on  poiir 
tical  subjects,  without  some  token  of  it  appearing 
on  this  tree :  all  popular  processions  ^aid  a  salute  to 
it  Whenever  any  obnoxious  offices  were  to  be  re- 
signed, or  agr^ments  for  patriotic  purposes  entered 
into,  the  parties  received  notice  clandestinely,  that 
they  WQuld  be  expected  at  the  Liberty  Tree,  at  a 
particular  time,  where  they  always  found  pens  and 
paper  and  a  numerous  crowd  of  witnesses,  though 
the  genius  of  the  tree  was  invisible.  When  the 
British  army  took  possession  of  the  Town  in  1774, 
it  fell  a  victim  to  their  vengeance,  or  to  that  of  the 
individuals,  to  whom  its  shade  had  been  disagreea- 
ble.t 

The  most  strikii^  instance  of  disorder  occurred 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  month  of  August, 
while  the  public  exasperation  against  the  stamp  act 
was  at  its  height.  A  mob  assembled  in  State-street 
in  the  evening,  and  made  an  attack  on  the  houses  of 
Mr.  Story  and  Mr.  Hallowell,  two  of  the  officers 
connected  with  the  customs,  whose  conduct  had  ren- 
dered them  extremely  unpopular.     They  entered 

*  See  Boston  Gazette,  March  31, 1766. 

t  Every  thing  popular  was  contagious  at  that  period.  Similar  trees  were 
consecrated  in  various  places.  In  Providence,  an  inhabitant  ^ve  a  deed  to 
the  Town  of  a  small  piece  of  ground  containing  a  large  tree,  to  be  used  as  a 
**  Liberty  Tree"  forever.  In  the  early  part  of  the  French  Revolution,  this  em- 
blem was  adopted,  and  for  many  years,  at  the  entrance  of  every  public  build- 
inf  a  liberty  tree  was  planted ;  the  short-lived  Lombardy  poplar,  which  bow- 
ever  survived  what  it  was  intended  to  be  an  emblem  of,  was  used  for  tUs  o^ject^ 
and  soon  appeared  in  a  diabby,  decayed  state. 
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these  houses,  breaking  the  windows,  destroyii^  fhe 
furniture,  and  almost  demolishing  them.  At  the 
house  of  Mr.  Hallowell  they  penetrated  to  his  cel^ 
lar,  and  the  liquors  they  found  there  inflamed  them 
to  madness.  In  this  state  they  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Hutchinson,  which 
they  plundered  of  a  considerable  suA  in  money  and 
plate,  destroyed  all  the  furniture,  and  left  the  house 
in  the  morning  with  nothing  but  (he  bare  walls  re- 
maining. One  part  of  the  devastation  was  irrepara- 
ble, they  scattered  a  vast  quantity  of  manuscripts  re- 
lating to  the  history  and  various  concerns  of  the  co- 
lony, which  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  been  collecting  with 
great  assiduity  for  many  years,  and  of  which  a  very 
few  were  recovered.  Compensation  was  afterwards 
made  to  the  sufi'erers  for  their  losses;  and  the  public 
indignation  was  so  universal,  that  no  similar  outrage 
wJas  ever  afterwards  perpetrated. 


Cfiatitrt  XiB. 

m 

The  Stamp  Act  Congress — Opposite  Principles  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Deltgaiu  '■  Broodier  Rnggles — Message  of  Governor  Ber^ 
nard. 

The  Committees  from  nine  colonies,  Masssachu- 
setts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  \  ork,  New 
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Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South 
Carolina,  met  in  convention  at  New  York,  October 
IBtlu  1765.  The  assemblies  of  the  other  colonies 
could  not  send  delegates,  being  either  dissolved  or 
not  in  session.  Mr.  Alexander  Wyly,  the  speaker 
of  thd  assembly  of  Georgia,  after  consultation  with 
a  considerable  majority  of  the  legislature,  which  he 
had  convened  by  expresses,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
gress, fully  approving  its  design,  and  pledging  the 
most  entire  -support  to  their  proceedings  by  that 
colony.  New  Hampshire  declined  sending  deputies, 
owing,  "  to  the  particular  state  of  their  atfaira  f^  but 
gave  her  approbation  of  the  object,  and  offered  to 
join  in  signing  any  suitable  memorial.  The  Go- 
vernor of  New  York,  by  repeatedly  proroguing  the 
assembly  of  the  Province,  prevented  it  from  naming 
delegates ;  but  a  committee  of  five  gentlemen,  hav- 
ing  been  chosen  at  the  last  session,  to  consider  the 
same  subjects,  they  were  admitted  to  take  part  in 
the  Congress.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  were 
deprived  of  a  representation  by  the  dissolution  of 
their  assemblies. 

The  Congress  on  their  fii'st  meeting  chose  Briga- 
dier Ruggles  chairman.  They  passed  certain  re- 
solves, expressing  their  motives  and  principles,  and 
then  appointed  three  committees  to  prepare  ad- 
dresses to  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  The 
first  committee  was  composed  of  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, William  Samuel  Johnson,  and  William  Mur- 
doch :  the  second,  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Tilgh- 
j[Qan;   and  Philip   Livingston:   the   third,    Thomas 
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Lynch,  James  Otis,  and  Thomas  Mc'Kean.  On 
Mofxlay  the  21st,  they  met  according  to  adjoura- 
ment,  when  the  three  committees  reported.  After 
discussion  and  several  amendments,  the  two  first  ad* 
dresses,  to  his  Majesty,  and  the  House  of  Lordsi 
were  accepted.  On  the  next  day,  the  petition  to 
the  Commons  was  also  discussed,  amended  and  ac- 
cepted. On  the  24th,  they  met  again,  to  sign  the 
addresses.  They  voted  that  copies  of  their  pro* 
ceedings  should  be  sent  to  the  several  colonies,  and 
also,  that  **  it  be  recommended  by  the  Congress,  to 
the  several  colonies,  to  appoint  special  agents  for 
soliciting  relief  from  their  grievances,  and  to  unite 
their  utmost  interest  and  endeavours  for  that  pur- 
pose." Copies  were  then  immediately  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Jackson,  the  agent  of  Massachusetts  in  Lon- 
don. These  petitions  and  memorials,  were  only  sign- 
ed by  the  committees  of  six  of  the  colonies.  Those 
from  South  Carolina  did  not  sign,  because  that  colo- 
ny, from  ^  not  rightly  viewing  the  proposal  of  Mas- 
sachusetts," had  directed  the  addresses  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  their  approval  before  they  were  signed. 
Connecticut  also  inserted  a  similar  restriction  in 
her  instructions;  and  the  committee  from  New 
York,  not  having  been  expressly  authorised  for  the 
purpose,  could  not  regularly  affix  their  signatures. 
AH  these  committees,  however,  entered  zealously 
into  the  measures,  but  Mr.  Ruggles  the  chairman 
dissented,  and  refused  to  sign  the  petitions. 

These   addresses  were   drawn  up  in  a  style  of 
great   moderation  and  respect.     The  topics  of  all 
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\r6re  substantially  the  same,  and  prayed  for  the 
tontiDuance  of  two  privileges,  the  right  of  imposing 
their  owD  taxes,  and  a  trial  by  their  peers.  They 
said,  in  their  address  to  the  sovereign,  '*  that  to  the 
Bngtish  constitution  these  two  principles  are  essen- 
tial, the  right  of  your  faithful  subjects  fi-eely  to 
grant  to  your  majesty,  such  aids  as  are  required  for 
the  support  of  your  government  over  them,  and 
other  public  exigencies  ;  and  trial  by  their  peers. 
By  the  one  they  are  secured  from  unreasonable  im- 
positions, and  by  the  other,  from  arbitrary  decisions 
of  the  executive  power." 

The  following  paragraphs  are  from  the  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 

**  That  the  several  late  acts  of  Parliament,  im- 
.  posing  divers  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and 
laying  the  trade  and  commerce  thereof  under  very 
burthensome  restrictions,  but  above  all  the  act  for 
granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  etc.  in 
America,  have  filled  them  with  the  deepest  concern 
and  surprise ;  and  they  humbly  conceive  the  execu- 
tion of  them  will  be  attended  with  consequences, 
very  injurious  to  the  commercial  interest  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  must  terminate  in  th< 
eventual  ruin  of  the  latter. 

**  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  ardently  im- 
plore the  attention  of  the  honourable  house,  to  tha 
united  and  dutiful  representations  of  their  circum- 
stances, and  to  their  earnest  applications  for  relief 
from  those  regulations,  which  have  already  involved 
this  continent  in  anxiety,  confusion,  and  distress. 
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•     ••**# 

"  It  gives  ua  also  great  pain  to  see  a  manifold 
distinction  made  therein  between  the  subjects  of 
our  mother  countiy,  and  those  in  the  colonies,  in 
that  the  like  penalties  and  forfeitures  recoverable 
there  only  in  his  majesty's  court  of  record,  are  made 
cognizable  here  by  a  court  of  admiralty;*  by  these 
means,  we  seem  to  be,  in  effect  unhappily  deprived 
of  two  principles  essential  to  freedom,  and  which 
all  Englishmen  have  erer  considered  as  their  best 
birthrights,  that  of  being  free  from  all  taxes  but 
such  as  they  have  consented  to  in  person,  or  by 
their  representatives,  and  of  trial  by  their  peers. 

"  That  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  the  hon- 
ourable house  of  commons  should,  at  all  times, 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  our  conditii»i, 
and  all  facts  requisite  to  a  just  and  equal  taxation 
of  the  colonies. 

**  It  is  also  humbly  submitted,  whether  there 
be  not  a  distinction,  in  reason  and  sound  policy 
at  least,  between  the  necessary  exercise  of  parlia^ 
mentary  jurisdiction  in  general  acts,  for  the   amend- 

*Tbe  power  ginn  lo  Ibe  Court  of  AdmirHlir,  wbb  ■  great  topic  oT eon- 
plaint  on  the  part  oflheCoIoniiti.  They  had  no  Court  of  Eichaqoer  «• 
in  EngUnd,  and  th>  juriidictian  eierciud  bj  ibat  Court  -wai  given  t* 
that  ortliflacimiraltj,  In  order  In  get  n'd  ofjuriei.  Tbii  from  faatiit  »B« 
incorporated  into  Ibe  judicial  tyitrm  of  the  Unileit  Siatei.  A  niy  leameif 
and  iutereitiog  accouat  of  the  Admiralt;  Courli  in  (bia  counli;,  by  Mr. 
Webiier,  may  be  found  io  Wheaton'i  ftepocii,  Vol.  3.  In  (he  can  of  tb« 
tt.  S.  T.  Sevan*. 
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inent  of  the  common  law^  and  the  regulations  of 
trade  and  commerce  through  the  whole  empire^ 
and  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction  by  imposing 
taxes  on  the  colonies. 


^  That  the  several  subordinate  provincial  legisla- 
tures have  been  moulded  into  forms,  as  nearly 
resembling  that  of  their  mother  country,  as  by 
his  majesty^s  royal  predecessors  was  thought  con- 
venient :  ^d  their  legislatures  seem  to  have  been 
wisely  and  graciously  established,  that  the  subjects 
in  the  colonies  might,  under  the  due  administration 
thereof,  enjoy  the  happy  fruits  of  the  British 
government,  which  in  their  present  circumstances 
they  cannot  be  so  fully  and  clearly  availed  of  in  any 
other  way :  under  these  forms  of  government, 
we  and  our  ancestors  have  been  born  or  settled,  and 
have  had  our  lives,  liberties  and  property  protected. 
The  people  here,  as  every  where  else,  retain  a 
great  fondness  for  their  old  customs  and  usages, 
and  we  trust  that  bis  majesty's  service  and  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  so  far  from  being  obstructed, 
have  been  vastly  promoted  by  the  provincial  legisla- 
tures.'' 

The  petition  concludes  with  a  request  that  they 
ijiay  be  heard  by  counsel  in  support  of  it,  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  the  honourable  house  may 
decide.  The  conclusion  of  their  address  to  tl\e 
sovereign,  is  as  follows : — 

"  With   heai'ts,    therefore,  impressed   with  the 
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most  indelible  characters  of  gratitude  to  jotir 
majesty,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  kings  of  your 
illustrious  home,  whose  reigns  hare  been  signally 
distinguished  by  their  auspicious  influence  oa  the 
prosperity  of  the  British  dominions ;  and  convinced,  by 
the  most  alfecting  proofs  of  your  majesty's  paternal 
iove  to  all  your  people,  hoTrever  distant,  and  your  in- 
creasing and  benevolent  desires  to  promote  their  hap- 
piness, we  most  humbly  beseech  your  majesty  tfaat 
you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into  your 
royal  consideration,  the  distresses  of  your  faithful 
subjects  on  this  continent,  and  to  lay  the  same 
before  your  majesty's  parliament;  and  to  afford 
them  such  relief,  as  in  your  royal  wisdom,  their 
unhappy  circumstances  shall  be  judged  to  require.'* 

Arguments,  facts,  eloquence,  ansiety,  loyalty  and 
respect,  were  of  no  avail.  The  king  listened  only 
to  his  courtiers  and  ministers;  and  they  asserted 
that  the  Americans  were  able,  and  ought  to  bear 
the  burthens  imposed  upon  them.  The  parlia- 
ment readily  assumed  the  right  to  measure  and 
distribute  these  impositions.  What,  indeed,  could 
be  expected  from  that  body,  when  in  the  case  of 
the  stamp  act,  it  absolutely  refused  to  admit  any 
address  against  the  measure,  because  the  rule  of 
ihe  house  was  not  to  receive  any  petition  against 
a  money  bill,  and  under  this  poor  pretence  most 
arrogantly  and  unjustly  precluding  all  discussion 
of  a  principle,  against  which  a  whole  continent 
premonstrated. 

^he  delegates  from  Massachusetts  to  this  con* 
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vention,  were  James  Otis,  Oliver  Partridge  and 
Timothy  Ruggles,*  The  latter  refused  to  sign 
the  petitions.  The  Governor  had  called  the 
legislature  together  in  September,  on  account  of 
the  opposition-  to  the  stamp  act,  and  the  riots 
that  had  taken  place  in  Boston.  Bv  the  journal 
of  the  House  it  appears,  that  ^  November  Ist, 
James  Otis  returned  from  New  York,  making  his 
appearance  in  the  house,  and  laid  on  the  table  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention."  In  the  after- 
noon a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  their  services. 
At  the  succeeding  session  in  February,  1766,  the 
House  of  Representatives  passed  a  vote  of  censure 
DO  Brigadier  Ruggles,  for  his  conduct  at  the  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  same  time,  a  vote  of  approbation 
to  Messrs.  Otis  and  Partridge,  who  signed  the 
petition.  Ruggles  was  reprimanded  in  his  place  by 
the  speaker,  and  then  obtained  leave  to  enter  his 
reasons  for  the  course  he  had  taken,  in  the  journal. 
Afterwards  tvhen  this  statement  was  laid  before 
the  House,  the  leave  to  insert  it  was  withdrawn. 

Brigadier  Ruggles,  son  of  the  Reverend  T.  Rug- 
gles, was  born  at  Rochester  in  1711,  and  took  his 
first  degree  at  Cambridge  in  1732.  His  father 
intended  him  for  his  own  profession,  for  which 
however,  he  had  no  vocation.  His  first  appearance 
in  public  life,  was  as  a  representative  for  his  native 


•  Governour  Bernard,  in  an  official  letter  on  this  subject,  wrote—"  Twa 
of  three  chosen"  (meaning  Ruggles  and  Partridgr)  "  are  fast  friend's  to 
foyernment,  prudent  and  discreet  men,  such  as  I  am  sure,  uil'  never  conMQt 
t9  aoj  improper  oppiicatloa  to  the  goTenMneet  of  Great  Britain* 
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town,  ID  1736.  He  then  moved  to  Sandwich,  and 
j^iegan  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  there  married 
a  widow  and  opened  an  Ino,  and  was  remarkable 
for  his  personal  discharge  of  the  various  duties  of 
ostler,  har-keeper,  &c.  declaring,  that  he  would  not 
shew  himself  to  be  above  his  business.  He  still  how- 
ever continued  his  practice  as  an  attorney,  and  in  at- 
tcndii^  the  Courts  in  Barnstable  County,  was  general- 
ly opp<»ed  to  Colonel  Otis,  they  being  the  most  emi- 
nent men  in  the  profession  in  that  quarter.  He 
was  a  good  scholar,  with  great  natural  strength  of 
mind :  his  manners  were  rude  and  misanthro- 
pical: his  wit  was  powerful,  his  language  coarse. 
In  Mrs.  Warren's  dramatic  piece  of  T%e  Group, 
he  is  described  in  the  character  of  Brigadier  Hale- 
all.  He  was  impressive  as  a  pleader,  aud  an  able  par- 
liamentary debater.  After  a  time,  he  removed  from 
Sandwich  to  Hardwick,  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 
In  this  latter  place  he  received  a  commission  in  the 
militia,  and  led  a  body  of  troops  to  join  the  army  qn 
the  frontier,  under  Sir  William  Johnstone,  where  he 
distinguished  himself  in  the  action,  in  which  the 
French  General,  Baron  de  Dieskau,  was  wound- 
ed and  taken.  For  his  conduct  in  this  affair,  he  re- 
ceived a  lucrative  place  from  George  II.  As  the 
leader  of  the  government  party  in  the  house,  be 
was  particularly  opposed  to  Otis  in  every  discus- 
sion. He  was  one  of  the  most  staunch  and  violent 
supporters  of  all  the  measures  of  the  administration, 
and  was  named  one  of  the  Toandamus  counsellors  in 
1774.     This  appointment  made  him  too  unpopular 
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to  remain  at  home,  and  he  sheltered  himself  in  Bob- 
toiij  while  it  wali  held  bj  a  British  garrison.  He  ad- 
hered to  (he  British  side  through  the  rerolutionaiy 
contest,  and  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  in  Nora 
Scotia.* 

There  were  several  indiriduals  belongic^  to  the 
stamp  act  congress,  whose  names  are  enrolled  in  the 
&^t  class  of  American  patriots.  No  member  of  it 
stood  higher  in  the  opinion  of  his  colleagues,  for 
energy  and  talents,  than  Otia.  He  was  unfortuate 
in  beii^  associated  with  two  others,  in  the  committee 
from  his  province,  whose  views  were  so  dissimilar  to 
his  own;  one  of  whom,  had  no  doubt,  pledged  him- 
self to  Governors  Bernai'd  and  Hutchinson,  to  thwart 
every  measure  to  the  utmost  of  his  power;  ,and  the 
other,  was  too  '^fast  a  friend  to  government,"  to  en- 
gage heartily  in  the  purpose  of  the  meeting.  Such 
being  the  character  of  the  committee,  the  voice  of 
Massachusetts  was  neutralized,  and  the  tone  of  the 
addresses  was  rather  more  timid  and  submissive, 
than  Otis  would  have  chosen.  He  had  here  an  op- 
portunity to  form  a  perstmal  acquaintance  with  many 
distinguished  men  from  different  colonies,  which  was 
followed  by  a  friendship  and  correspondence  with 
several  of  them.  Among  these,  were  Mr.  Rodney 
of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Dickinsont  of  Pennsylvania^ 

*  The  r>cla  id  Ihli  account  of  Ruggleg,  ara  all  taken  from  Mr.  Knapp'*  Bi- 
•pBphical  Skelchci. 

t  A  kind  of  rauJit;  nimi  u  ban  atlcnded  all  tbe  manu>crtpu  of  Otii, 
and  the  atumpl  to  lecim  tham  hai  been  almoat  CTei7  where  unwiccfMfnl. 
THb  hODOuiBble  C.  A.  RtKlney,  of  Wilmin|ton,  h»d  wen  iwn  ieiieri  from  Ollf 
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two  of  the  most  influential  leaders  of  public  opinioa 
in  the  provinces  watered  by  the  Delaware.  Ha 
Gorreaponded  with  both  of  them,  and  especially  with 
Mr.  Dickinson,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  ctHisulting 
him  on  all  his  writings.*     The  greatest  advantage, 

■mong  tbe  p.-ipp'*  of  hiF  uncle,  hut  Oirj  an  irracavcrBbl;  milllid.  Mr. 
DkkinMD  muii  hiTs  pofirtsed  dibq;  of  hii  letlsrt,  but  Itadra  ar*  doim  aow 
nmaining.  Mr.  Dicklnti>D'*  hoiiK  on  th<  Delaware,  «■*  plunderait  by  llM 
Brilith  Ironps,  whpn  ihej  eiartiHted  PbHadplphia,  hi)  piprn  wen  carrier!  ol^ 
and  aliaiwarrli  icaiirred  about  Ihe  itreeti  of  New  York  ;  and  a*  all  bli  toi- 

kn  among  the  papei>  Ihui  iviinir>iilj  rlritiofFri,  Thrfr  InitaiKCt  arc  mail, 
■toned,  a*  ipacimaiu  of  the  fruitlen  learcb  thai  ha*  been  i>ade  after  orljUuI 
irritinc*. 

*  The  follnivinft  letter  fiom  Mr.  Dickinson  to  Mr>.  Warren,  the  liitar  of 
Olif,  ■■  it  wan  written  after  an  inteiral  ol  forty  yenri  from  tbeii  firit  ae- 
^alntance,  and  more  than  balf  that  periori  nfler  the  dtalh  of  hii  fiirnd,  hu 
all  the  adrantage  of  a  calm  retioiprci,  and  Ihrrrfore  aioie  Height  Ihaa  ■  COD- 
Wmporary  eipicMion  of  regaKl.  It  i>  inauBMrito  ■  JeitPt  Bccr>inpaii;ln4  ■ 
•opy  of  Mrt.  Warrea')  Hiitorj  pI  the  American  iteioluiion 

"  Ifilnlington,  iSlh  of  Hit  9(/i  RonlA,  ISOS. 

"  MT  KSTEXMCD   miBHD, 

"  Thy  letter  with  iti  epclniuie  came  In  mj  hanrl  yesterilay,  for  whicb  I  [•■ 
MID  tnaoy  tbaoki.  Tby  approbBlion  I  cnniii'er  h>  a  real  honour,  eori  ft  il 
greatly  endeared  to  me  by  coming  fiom  a  titter  of  my  ver]!  deMrvta|  ajid 
Tilued  friend  Jainei  Otii. 

"  Our  acquaintance  with  one  another  wai  formed  at  Ibc-  firtt  Congien  held 
•t  New  York,  in  the  year  ITG5,  and  it  •odd  giew  iuto  Iritrndthip.— At  tbi>  dit- 
tanl  period,  I  have  a  pleating  recoUectioa  of  bis  candour,  tpiiit,  pauioliun  aixl 
phiLotophy. 

"  In  a  longer  contiouad  exiitence  on  thit  earth,  than  wat  alluttnl  to  him, 
I  have  endeavoured,  a*  veil  at  I  could,  to  aid  thr  cause  in  which  hit  bean  was 
engaged,  by  asserting  and  maintaining  tbe  libeilies  loi  which  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  thaie  Id  all  the  dittretiesof  out  revoltiiion,  and  if  neccMarT, 
to  lay  down  hit  life. 

"  It  tOQlhei  my  mind  to  bear  this  pure  tenimony  to  departed  worth.  May 
diYine  goodneiB  graclobily  benow  on  hit  relaliont,  a  plentiful  poition  of  con> 

"  Thy  geneiouB  ex*rtinai  to  inform  tby  fellow  citiieni  and  to  prrtent  thj 
oountty  before  tbe  world,  Id  a  juitly  fararable  light,  will  be,  1  believe,  attend- 
ad  with  the  deiirad  *uccett.  With  enrj  nqtectful  coniideratitm,  I  am  t^ 
tincere  friend,  JOHH  DICKIMSON. 

Mhcv  Wakxu,  PlfrnwA,  Mm." 
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jierhapB,  that  resulted  from  tbis  shwt  congreBs,  was 
the  occasion  fumiahed  to  some  of  the  principal  cha- 
racters in  different  colonies,  to  become  personally 
known  to  each  other,  to  compare  their  views  and 
principles,  and  to  < give  pledges  of  mutual  support 
There  had  been  so  little  intercourse  between  (he 
colonies,  they  were  so  separated  by  distance  and  by 
prejudice,  that  this  chance  of  meeting  for  a  common 
purpose,  of  combining  their  efforts,  and  of  knowing 
the  characters  of  those  with  whom  they  were  to 
act,  was  invaluable.  The  foundation  of  political 
sympathy  between  distant  provinces  was  laid,  greater 
confidence  was  acquired  in  the  defence  of  their 
rights,  and  a  feeling  of  closer  alliance  was  excited, 
which  prepared  the  way  for  a  more  intimate  and 
permanent  confederation. 

Just  before  the  meeting  of  this  congress,  and 
while  the  Massachusetts  legislature  was  In  session, 
the  unlucky  stamps  arrived  in  Boston,  for  that  pro- 
vince ;  as  also,  those  for  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Hampshire.  Governor  Bernard  sent  a  message  to 
the  house,  to  ask  their  advice  and  assistance  in  re- 
gard to  these  papers,  as  the  officers  named  to  dis- 
tribute them  had  all  resigned,  and  there  was  no  on« 
to  take  charge  of"  the  king's  property  of  very  con- 
slderable  value."  The  answer  was  pithy  and  laconic 
enough :  "  The  house  having  given  all  due  attention 
to  your  excellency's  message  this  day,  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  excellency,  that  as  the  stamped  pa- 
pers mentioned  in  your  message,  are  brought  here 
without  any  dir^ctioos  to  this  government,  it  is  the 
31 
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sense  of  the  house,  that  it  may  prove  of  ill  conae* 
quence  for  them  any  ways  to  interest  themselves  m 
this  matter-  We  hope,  therefore,^  your  excellency 
will  excuse  us  if  we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to  give 
you  any  advice,  or  assistance  therein.'** 


efuurtrr  X^lk. 

Angry  Speech  ofOnvemor  Bernard — Answer  of  the  Hotue — Firu- 
leni  attacks  upon  Otis-Messages  and  Answers  respectint^  CounseUon 
— Message  and  Answer  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act — Question 
of  compensation  to  the  sufferers  by  the  Riats-^^First  openisig  of  gal» 
leriesfor  the  public. 

The  Governor  had  pressed  upon  the  house  in  his 
opening  speech,  in  September  1765,  the  duty  of 
submitting  quietly  to  the  stamp  act,  and  also  of 
making  compensation  to  the  sufferers  by  the  riots  in 
August  On  this  latter  topic,  he  was  so  unguard- 
ed as  to  insinuate  in  a  distant  way,  that  the  legisla- 
ture might  be  thought  to  countenance  those  excesses. 
In  answer,  they  express  unqualified  disapprobation  of 
the  stamp  act,  and  warmly  repel  the  implication, 
that  either  they,  or  any  respectable  persons  in  the 
communitv,  could  for  a  moment  have  countenanced 
those  outrages  ;  which  in  fact  were  repressed,  not  by 

*  MatttchuieUf  Suta  Papers,  ^  49. 
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the  goyerDment,  but  bj  the  precautions  and  efforts 
of  the  citizens.  In  closing  the  session  he  delivered  a 
very  animated  speech  to  both  houses,  reproaching 
them  with  their  altered  tone  towards  him,  denying 
that  he  had  any  agency  in  producing  the  stamp  act ; 
and  hinting  to  them  that  they  ^  may  stand  in  such 
need  of  advocates,  as  to  make  it  not  prudent  to  cast 
off  any  of  their  natural  and  professed  friends,"  of 
whom  be  asserted  himself  to  be  one  of  the  warm- 
est 

At  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  the  legis* 
lature,  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Otis 
was  chairman,  to  consider  this  speech  of  the  gover- 
nor. The  answer  bears  strong  marks  of  his  manner. 
It  commences  by  saying,  that  its  careful  perusal  had 
been  made  the  first  business  of  the  session,  and  they 
would  have  .been  glad  to  have  passed  over  it  in 
silence.  They  would  not  dispute  his  right  to  deliv- 
er a  speech  at  whatever  moment  he  pleased ;  at  the 
same  time,  when  it  contained  sentiments  that  bear 
hard  on  them,  or  their  constituents,  they  add,  ^  it 
appears  to  us  an  undue  exercise  of  the  prerogative, 
to  lay  us  under  the  necessity,  either  of  silence,  or  of 
being  thought  out  of  season  in  making  a  reply." 

The  following  paragraph  will  shew  the  feelings 
of  the  legislature.  ^  Your  Excellency  says,  that 
these  times  have  been  made  more  difficult  than  they 
need  hare  been ;  which  is  also  the  opinion  of  this 
house.  Those  who  have  made  them  so,  have  rea- 
son to  regret  the  injury  they  have  done  to  a  sincere 
and  honest  people.     We  are  glad,  however,  to  find, 


J-  »■    •  • 
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that  the  difficulty  of  the  times  is  in  a  great  measure 
removed;  and  we  trust,  that  the  province  will  be 
soon  restored  to  its  former  tranquillity — your  ex- 
cellency is  pleased  to  add,  ^  reputation.^ — ^The  custom- 
houses are  now  open,  and  the  people  are  permitted 
to  do  their  own  business.  The  courts  of  justice 
must  be  open — open  immediately,  and  the  law,  the 
the  great  rule  of  right,  in  every  county  in  the  pro- 
vince, executed.*  The  stopping  the  course  of  jus- 
tice is  a  grievance  which  this  house  must  enquire 
into.  Justice  must  be  fully  administered  through 
the  province,  by  which  the  shocking  effects  which 
your  excellency  apprehended  from  the  people's  com- 
pliance with  the  stamp  Act,  will  be  prevented.  Noth- 
ing now  remains  but  to  support  the  king's  executive 
authority  in  this  province,  for  which  there  is  suffi- 
cient provision  in  the  laws ;  and  patiently  to  wait  in 
hope,  that  the  humble,  dutiful,  and  loyal  application, 
jointly  made  by  the  people  of  the  continent,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  act,  will  be  successful.  And  though 
your  excellency  has  told  us,  that  you  never  thought 
it  proper  to  express  your  sentiments  against  the  act, 
we  have  reason  to  expect,  that  as  it  is  ^  a  business 
in  which  you  have  no  pretence  t#  interpose'  you 
have  never  taken  any  steps  to  prevent  its  repeal.'' 

The  Committee  of  grievances  followed  up  the  af- 
fair of  the  Courts  very  strenuously,  and  the  House 
passed  an  imperative  resolve,  that  the  courts  should 

***  The  courts  had  been  suspended  for  some  months,  because  they  would  not 
proceed  to  business  without  stamps,  and  the  people  declined  usinf  them.** 

Massachusetts  State  Papers,  p.  61« 
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be  opened.  The  Council  non-concurred  this  resolve, 
giving  as  a  reason,  that  they  were  convinced  from 
information  received,  that  the  Supreme  courts  would 
be  open  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  term, 
and  that  all  the  others  were  pre  paring  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  The  administration  had  found, 
though  the  people  had  been  remarkably  orderly 
under  this  suspension  of  justice,  that  it  would  not  be 
endured  much  longer,  and  that  a  very  dangerous 
state  of  anarchy  would  ensue. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  Otis  was  frequently  as- 
sailed in  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  a  newspaper,  that 
was  devoted  to  the  administration,  as  the  Boston 
Gazette  was  to  the  patriotic  cause.  There  was  a 
considerable  display  of  wit,  with  a  full  Pleasure  of 
acrimony  in  the  direct  personal  attacks,  that  were 
made  upon  distinguished  individuals,  of  the  opposite 
parties :  Bernard  was  the  chief  object  on  one  side, 
and  Otis  on  the  other ;  one  of  the  series  of  papers, 
addressed  to  the  former,  was  a  kind  of  brief,  sarcas- 
tic chronicle  in  latin :  its  writer  could  hardly  be  accus- 
ed of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large. 
But  of  all  these  effusions,  some  of  those,  that  were 
written  against  Otis,  were  the  most  outrageous ;  they 
are  really  of  a  surpassing  scurrility  and  brutal  coarse- 
ness of  language.  Soon  after  one  of  these  pieces  had 
appeared,  he  mentioned  it  in  a  letter  to  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Warren,  from  which,  the  following  extract  is 
taken.  It  was  dated  April  11th,  1766.  *  *  *  '^This 
country  must  soon  be  a  *  *  *  or  may  be  engaged  in 
contests  that  will  require  neither  the  tongue  nor  the 
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pen  of  a  lawyer.  The  enemies  of  our  peace  enter* 
tain  hopes  that  we  shall  get  no  relief  from  home, 
but  I  am  poeitire  all  appearances  are  against  them. 
If  we  are  to  be  Blaves,  the  liru^  have  onlj  to  envj 
the  dead ;  for  without  liberty  I  desire  not  to  exist 
here.  *  *  *  Tell  my  Dear  brother  Warren  to  give 
himself  no  coocem  about  the  scurrilous  piece  in  Tom 
Fleet's  paper.  It  has  served  me  as  much  as  the 
■oc^  did  last  year.  The  tories  are  all  ashamed  of 
this,  as  they  were  of  that,  the  author  is  not  yet  cer- 
tainly known,  though  I  think  I  am  within  a  week  of 
detecting  him  for  certain.  If  I  should,  I  shall  try  to 
cure  him  once  for  all,  by  stringing  him  up,  not  bodily, 
but  in  such  a  way,  as  shall  gibbet  his  memory  to  all 
generations  in  terrorem.  It  lies  between  Bernard* 
Waterhouse,  and  Jonathan  Sewatl.  The  first,  they 
say,  has  not  wit  enough  to  write  any  thing;  the 
becond  swears  ofii  and  the  tlurd*  must  plead  guilty 

*  [I  may  M  taltly  iffirniad,  ibkt  naillwr  QoTainor  BeniBid  doi  Ht,  Btwall 
mn  the  author  of  (be  librl  in  queitian,  which  wu  a  kind  of  groMiqiHi  and 
DOW  not  -nrj  tDieliigibls,  biitor;  of  hli  public  earttc.  [I  wai  man  pmbafalj 
Ik*  work  of  Stauuel  Wattriunat,  vho  ii  daiciitwd  in  PiBiidani  Adam*'  I«tUi% 
Bi  "  the  moat  nDlorioui  Kribblei,  satjriil,  and  libellrr,  in  Iba  icrviea  of  th« 
conipiraton  againit  the  libciliei  of  America."  The  piece  alieadj  meniioiied 
irai  inserted  in  the  Eveninc  Poat,  Much  31,  1T66.  In  tb«  eame  paptr  OD  tba 
Sd  of  Junr,  wai  an  aiilcia  aigiied  CoJo,  tbe  piiacipaLut^ect  of  wbicb  tru  to 
comment  upon  the  tpeacb,  imputed  to  him,  but  narar  proied,  raipeetliig  "leltiDc 
llw  Pronnca  in  a  flame."  In  the  pAper  of  Ibe  9tb  of  Juoa,  tbera  ia  an  eicat- 
dvel;  tciirrilou*  piece,  in  laDitua^e  that  would  nsi  now  be  tolerated,  tMiginninf 
each  untenu  with  a  pUD  on  hi<  name,  the  two  Gial  aentencea,  are,  "O  —  tie 
jrou  have  poraonad  ibe  minda  of  the  people  to  do  and  lay  abiurd  things  to  tba 
prejudice  of  their  counlrT."  "  0  ~  tia  you  [bat  atepp'd  forth  at  Fanauil  Hal)  and 

wiib  Oeurge  Oreniille,"  &c.  In  the  tame  juurnai  on  the  tSd  of  the  noiith,  la 
t  letlai  dated  "  in  the  ahadea  fion  JSataaitUa  to  Jamet  Bbitier,  £<9,"  inipui- 
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or  not  guilty  as  soon  as  I  Bee  him  *  *  *  Till  matters 
are  settled  in  Englaod,  I  dare  not  leare  this  town,  as 
men's  minds  are  in  such  a  utuation,  that  everf  nerve 
is  requisitie  to  keep  them  from  ninnii^  to  some  ir- 
regularity and  imprudence,  and  some  are  yet  wishing 
for  an  opportunity  to  hurt  the  country." 

At  the  openii^  of  the  Beesim,  in  May  17ti6,  Gov- 
ernor Bernard  congratulated  them  upon  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  in  a  manner  that  betrayed 
chagrin,  rather  than  satisfaction.  In  the  election  of 
counsellors,  the  House  left  out  Hutchinstw,  the  two 
Olivers  and  Trowbridge,  and  chose  Otis  for  their 
speaker.  The  Governor  negatived  Otb  as  speaker,- 
and  also  Colonel  Otis,  Gerrish,  Saunders,  Bowers, 
Sparhawk  andDextor,  who  were  chosen  counsellors. 
Otis  no  longer  made  himself  a  candidate  for  speak- 
er, Mr.  Cushii^  was  chosen  in  his  stead,  and  was 
afterwards  annually  elected  to  the  chair,  till  1774. 
The  same  course  however,  was  pursued  with  regard 
to  counsellors.  Colonel  Otis  was  chosen  every  year 
by  the  House,  and  as  regularly  negatived  by  Ber^ 
nardf  though  when  Hutchinson  succeeded  to  the 
chair,  he  approved  him. 

The  loss  of  these  staunch  supporters  of  all  his 
measures  in  the  council,  exasperated  the  Governor 
extremely.  He  was  thenceforward  constantly  re- 
presenting to  the  ministry,  the  vicious  constituttcHi 


ing  to  him  nrarml  «itra*ac*nt  th)B|i)  trilim  him  thai  ibej  aipect  him ;  thai 
fFat  T^tr  bu  alnadjp  irriTad,  aad  when  he  comet,  Iha  triunriraM  will  ba 
ThcN  iprcinKM  maj  givp  soma  idrH  of  the  flood  of  abuia  and 
tiut  wa*  poumi  But  upoo  bin  faj  the  (Huailtai  of  tba  admlirfKra- 


242  LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

of  the  Prorince,  and  that  the  Governor  would  never 
have  any  power  until  the  council  was  selected  bj' 
the  crown.  This  was  6nally  attempted  in  1774* 
when  mandamus  counsellors  were  appointed;  who 
never  exercised  their  office.  The  Governor  com- 
plained bittcrlj  to  the  House  that  his  particular 
friends  were  nut  chosen,  and  though  the  repeal  ai 
the  Stamp  Act  was  a  fine  occasion  to  have  toed 
conciliatory  language,  the  whole  tenourof  his  speech 
was  irritatii^  and  angry. 

Otis  was  on  the  committee,  as  u^ual,  for  prepar- 
ing the  answer,  which  met  the  Governor  at  all 
points,  and  repelled  his  insinuations.  In  reply  to  his 
allusions  to  the  riots  of  the  preceding  summer,  which 
he  imputes  to  the  people  at  large,  they  say; 
''There  may,  Sir,  be  a  general,  popular  discontent 
on  good  grounds.  The  people  may  sometimes  have 
just  reason  to  complain;  your  Excellency  must  be 
sensible,  that  in  such  a  circumstance,  evil  minded 
persons  may  take  the  advantage,  and  rise  in  tumult 
Tliis  has  been  too  common  in  the  best  regulated, 
and  best  disposed  cities  in  Europe.  Under  cover  of 
the  night  a  few  villains  may  do  much  mischief.  And 
such.  Sir,  was  the  case  here ;  but  the  virtue  of  the 
people  themselves  finally  suppressed  the  mob,  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  unaffected  con- 
cern which  they  discover  at  so  tragical  a  scene, 
their  united  detestation  of  it,  their  spirited  measures 
to  prevent  further  disorders,  and  other  circumstan- 
ces well  known  to  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, (Hutchinaon)   have   fully   satisfied   him,   that 
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taeh  an  tmputatioo  was  without  reason.  Biii  for 
mauj  months  past  there  has  been  an  undisturbed 
traoquillitj  in  general,  in  this  province,  and  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  merelj  from  a  sense  ci 
good  <xAer  in  the  peofde,  while  they  have  been  in 
a  great  okeasure  deprived  c^  the  public  tribunalfl, 
and  the  adninistration  of  justice,  ara)  so  itr  thrown 
into  a  state  of  nature.**  To  his  observations  on  the 
choice  c^  counsellors,  thej  say : — *f  But  the  manner 
n  which  jou  are  pleased  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
jour  testimooj  against  the  elections  of  the  present 
jear,  seems  to  imply,  that  it  is  your  ofHoion,  that 
the  two  houses  have  been  bo  far  influenced  by  an  in- 
flammatory spirit  in  particular  persons,  as  even  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  government  in  form.  The 
two  houses  proceeded  in  these  elections  with  peiv 
feet  good  humour  and  good  understanding ;  and  at . 
no  other  business  had  been  transacted  when  ws 
were  favoured  with  your  speech,  it  is  astonishing  to 
us,  that  you  should  think  this  a  time  to  '  interrupt 
the  general  harmony.*  We  are  wholly  at  a  toss  to 
conceive  how  a  full,  free,  and  fair  election  can  b« 
called  *  an  attack  upon  the  government  in  form,* 
*B  professed  intention  to  deprive  it  of  its  best  and 
most  able  servants,*  ^  an  ill-judged  and  ill-timed  op* 
pugnation  of  the  king's  authority.*  These,  may  it 
please  your  Excellency,  are  high  and  grievous  chai^ 
es  against  the  two  houses,  and  such  as  we  humblj 
conceive,  no  crowned  head,  since  the  revolution,  has 
thoi^ht  fit  to  bring  against  two  houws  of  Parli^ 
nent.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  little  abort,  if  any  thing-* 
32 
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of  a  direct  impeachment  of  the  two  housei.  of  h^ 
treason.  Oppugnation  to  the  kii^s  authority  is  but 
a  learned  mode  of  expression,  which  reduced  to 
plain  English,  is,  fighting  against  the  king's  most  ex> 
cellent  majesty.  But,  what,  sir,  is  the  oppugnatioD 
which  we  have  been  guilty  of?  We  were  summ<N>* 
ed  and  convened  here  to  give  our  free  suffrages  at 
the  general  election,  directed  to  be  annually  made 
by  the  royal  charter.  We  have  given  our  suffrages 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  consciences,  and  the 
best  light  of  our  understanding.  It  was  certainlj 
our  right  to  choose,  and  as  clearly  a  constitutional 
r^ht  in  your  Excellency  to  disapprove,  without  as- 
signing a  reason,  cither  before  or  after  your  dissent. 
Your  Excellency  has  thought  proper  to  disapprove 
of  some.  We  are  far  even  from  sug^sting,  that  the 
country  has  by  this  means  been  deprived  of  its  best 
and  ablest  servants.  We  have  released  those  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  who  had  the  ho- 
nour of  a  seat  at  the  board,  fi'om  the  cares  and 
perplexities  of  politics,  and  given  them  opportunity 
to  make  still  farther  advsmces  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  law,  and  to  administer  right  and  justice  within 
this  jurisdiction.  We  have  also  left  other  gentle- 
men more  at  leisure  to  discharge  the  duties  and 
functions  of  their  important  offices.  This  surely  is 
not  to  deprive  the  government  of  its  best  and  ablest 
servants,  nor  can  it  be  called  an  oppugnation  of  any 
thing,  but  a  dangerous  union  of  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive power  in  the  same  persons ;  a  grievance  long 
oomfJained  of  hj  our  coDstituents,  and  the  redress  of 
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which,  some  of  us  had  special  iostnictloD  to  endea- 
Tour  at  this  verj  election  to  obtain." 

A  very  few  days  after  hia  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  the  Governor  delivered  another,  oo 
the  occasion  of  receiving  Secretary  Conway's  letter 
inclosing  two  acts  of  Parliament,  one  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  act,  and  the  other  **  for  securing  the 
dependence  of  the  colonies  on  the  mother  country" 
or,  in  other  words,  the  act  for  losing  the  colonies. 
This  letter  also  contained  the  resolution  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  colony  should  make  compensation  to 
the  sufferers  in  the  late  riots.  It  was  impossible  lo 
deliver  this  information,  which  at  best  blended  much 
evil  with  its  good,  in  a  manner  more  ui^acious,  im-  ■ 
politic,  and  olfeosive,  than  that  adopted  by  Bernard.  . 
Indeed,  the  general  tone  of  his  speeches  seems  in 
these  times  past  endurance,  when  we  are  accustom- 
ed to  an  equality  of  courtesy  and  respect,  between 
the  coordinate  branches  of  government.  His  speech- 
es exemplify  in  full  force  the  humiliating  tenure  of 
colonial  existence,  where  a  mere  vulgar  [^aceman 
apes  the  tone  of  the  sovereign  he  represents ;  and 
inflated  with  his  transient  favour,  exercises  his  re- 
presentative sovereignty  with  a  mock  dignity,  that 
is  not  relieved  by  the  graceful  consciousness  of  ori- 
ginal power.  Such  is  too  often  the  case  in  colonies, 
where  the  inhabitants  are  condemned  to  witness  the 
fantastic  tricks  of  a  brief  authority,  and  which 
serves  to  prove,  as  in  the  case  of  some  despotisms, 
that  it  is  much  better  to  be  near  the  centre,  where 
the  power  is  generally  the  most  tolerant  and  relaxed, 
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and  wbere«  if  there  is  arrogance,  it  is  the  accompany 

ment  of  real  majesty ;  while,  id  the  distant  provin- 
ces, a  delegated  authority  becomes  more  r^id^  more 
relentless  and  offensive,  from  being  in  the  hands  of 
subaltern  and  often  servile  agents.  The  governor 
in  this  speech,  again  returned,  with  singular  indi^ 
cretion,  to  the  subject  of  the  counsellors  who  had 
heen  displaced ;  and  again  involved  the  whole  com- 
munitj  in  blame  for  the  riots,  for  which  he  demand' 
•d  compensation  in  the  most  dictatorial  manner. 
Though  he  knew  the  majority  in  the  legislature  WM 
so  great,  aa  to  come  near  unanimity,  he  indulges  in 
the  following  irritating  personal  allusions,  aimed 
chiefly  at  Otis,  towards  whom  he  maintained  the 
most  active  enmity.  "Gentlemen,  both  the  business 
and  the  time  are  most  critical ;  and  let  me  intreat 
you  to  recollect  yourselves,  and  consider  well  what 
you  are  about.  When  the  fate  of  the  province  is 
put  in  ai  srale,  which  is  to  rise  or  fall,  accordit^  to 
your  present  conduct ;  will  you  suffer  yourselves  to 
be  influenced  by  party  animosities,  or  ~  domestic 
feuds?  Shall  this  fine  countrv  be  ruined,  because 
every  person  in  government  has  not  been  gratified 
with  honour,  or  office,  according  to  the  full  of  hia 
pretensions?  Shall  the  private  interests,  passions  or 
resentments  of  a  few  men,  deprive  this  whol&  peo>  . 
pie  of  the  great  and  manifold  advantages,  which  the 
favour  and  indulgence  of  their  sovereign  and  hia 
parliament  are  even  now  providii^  for  them  f" 

After  an  apology  for  his   'openness,'   'earnest* 
ness,'  '  sincerity,*  and  *  warmth* — he  jH'oceedB  witll 
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a  characteriBtical  and  absurd  am^nce.  **I  have 
always  been  deelrous  of  cuttirating  a  good  undei^ 
standii^  with  you.  And  wheo  I  recollect  the 
former  happy  times,  when  I  scarce  ever  met  the 
general  court,  without  giriog  and  receiving  teatirao- 
Dtes  of  mutual  approbation,  1  cannot  but  regret  the 
interruption  of  that  pleasant  intercourse,  by  the  suc- 
cessful arblices  of  designing  men,  tnemiea  to  the  eovn- 
try,  as  toeltaa  tome.  But  now  that  my  character 
for  aSecttoa  to  the  province,  and  attention  to  its 
interests,  is  confirmed  by  the  most  authentic  testi- 
monials, I  hope,  that  at  the  same  time  you  renew 
your  duty  to  the  kif^,  you  will  resume  a  confidence 
M  his  reprcMntaftm."* 

The  answer  of  the  council  to  this  btemperate. 
speech,  is  extremely  able  and  dignified ;  and  by 
shewing  bow  unreasonable  and  unfounded  were  the 
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"  Sib, — D,  E,  Q  ,  lh>l  ia,  Sii  F.  Bernacd,  in  hii  long,  laboured,  and  ipecial 
dull  antwer  to  Q.  £•  D.  euJeaTourB  to  iieiauads  the  Un^  that  at  he  wki  tai« 
najeitr'trcpietentaiiTc,  there  wbi  •  grest  liniiliiurie  in  their  cbarsciert  nnd 
tooduct;  aHlUiatSIr  F.'a  tnetaUt,  Bra  ttirmUi  efhii  majufyand  of  all  gov. 
emnwall  Tbii  putt  one  in  nund  oT  the  cbimnej  iweeper,  candeinned  w 
be  haoged  for  theft,  •ho  being  chacitabi;  Tiiiisd  ta]>  a  good  cJefgyman  for 
wbom  be  bad  irorktd,  >aid,  /  Aa/ie  yotir  Aoruur  leUI  lakr  rnjr  pari,  and  gel  a 
r^rieetfor  me,  and  nel  Ul  mg  cntmieM  Asm  lAet'r  aill ,-  iarmue  if  ti  on  j,aar 
actmirU,  thai  Ihej/ hace  pnttailed  and  neon*  i^ajnttvu." — "  Or  mj  bccoudi  ! 
bitfr  can  that  be  ?"  "  f^y,  tir,  bttaxta  at  hoie,  ever  tinte  Ihcg  fcneic  /  tfiu 
M^iloged  fry  yow  Aaiwui',  they  rrtalrai upon  ng  ruin:  fur  Ihti/  art  encimu  M 
Mrtligivn,  mutUughattyauandmt,  ant  etery  ^adg in  blatk,"—Z^, 
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complaints,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  people,  in 

regard  to  the  disturbances,  and  of  the  legislature  in 
the  choice  of  counsellors,  places  the  imprudence  of 
those  complaints  in  a  very  strong  light.  The  an- 
swer of  the  house  was  made  bj  a  oommittee,  com* 
postfri  of  Mr.  Gushing,  the  speaker,  (of  course,  so* 
cording  to  the  practice  of  that  day,)  Otis,  Majur 
Hawley,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Saunders,  Col.  CX 
Partridge  and  Col.  Bowers.  Generally  speaking, 
the  first  three  gentlemen,  after  the  speaker,  were 
on  all  political  committees,  and  also  Mr.  Hancock. 
Otis  was  the  chairman,  and  his  zeal,  learning  and 
readiness,  were  all  in  requisition  for  draughting  re- 
ports; these  were  afterwards  a  little  moderated  1^ 
Cushing,  revised  and  polished  by  Adams,  and  decid* 
ed  upon  by  Major  Hawley,  if  necessary,  whose  opiu' 
ion  and  inlluence  were  all-powerful  in  the  legisla- 
ture. Two  or  three  extracts  from  this  answer  will 
shew  the  feelings  of  the  house.  They  notice  his 
remarks  about  the  counsellors :  "  Your  excellencr 
says,  *  it  is  impossible  to  give  dny  tolerable  colour- 
ing to  this  proceeding.*  The  integrity  and  upright- 
ness of  our  intentions  and  conduct  is  such,  that  no 
colouring  is  requisite,  and  therefore  we  shall  excuse 
ourselves  from  attempting  any.  We  hold  ourselves 
to  be  quite  free  in  our  suffi-agcs;  and  provided  we 
observe  the  directions  of  our  charter,  and  the  laws 
of  the  land,  both  which  we  have  strictly  adhered  to^ 
we  are  by  no  means  accountable,  but  to  God  and  our 
own  consciences,  for  the  manner  in  which  we  give 
them — We  beUeve  your  excellency  is  the  first  gov 
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ernor  of  this  province  that  erer  formally  called  the 
two  houses  of  assembly  to  account  for  their  suffrages, 
and  accused  them  of  ingratitude  and  disaffection  to 
the  crown,  because  they  had  bestowed  them  on  such 
persons,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  governor,  wer^  quite 
necessary  to  the  administration  of  government.  4Iad 
your  excellency  been  pleased,  in  season,  to  nave 
favoured  us  with  a  list,  and  positive  orders  whom 
to  choose,  we  should,  on  your  principles,  have  been 
without  excuse.  But  even  the  most  abject  slaves 
are  not  to  be  blamed  for  disobeying  their  master's 
will  and  {Measure,  when  it  is  wholly  unknown  to 
them.'' 

In  further  observations  on  this  subject,  they  add, 
^  as  to  us,  as  our  charter  is,  we  should  think  it  of 
very  little  value,  if  it  should  be  adjudged,  that  the 
sense  and  spirit  of  it  require  the  electors  should  be 
under  the  absolute  directions  and  control  of  the 
chair,  even  in  giving  their  suffrages.  For,  whatever 
may  be  our  ideas  of  the  wisdom,  prudence,  mildness 
and  moderation  of  your  administration,  of  your  for- 
giving spirit,  yet  we  are  not  sure  your  successor  will 
possess  those  shining  virtues." 

With  regard  to  the  compensation  for  damages 
done  in  the  riot,  they  reserve  that  for  future  consi- 
deration; remarking  in  the  ^  mean  time,  the  recom- 
mendation is  conceived  in  much  higher  and  stronger 
terms  in  the  speech,  than  in  the  letter"  of  the  secre- 
tary. They  conclude  with  the  following  paragraphs, 
after  touching  on  the  other  topics  of  the  speech,  and 
its  angry^  insolent  tone.    ^  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
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tioDs  which  your  Excellency  hat  proposed  with  so 
much  BeemiDg  emotion,  we  beg  leave  to  declare, 
that  we  will  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  in  the  least  iiH 
fluenced  by  party  animosities  or  domestic  feuds,  let 
them  exist  where  they  may :  that,  if  we  can  poen- 
hly  prevent  it,  this  fine  country  shall  never  be  mm- 
ed  by  any  persons:  that  it  shall  he  through  no  de- 
fault of  ours,  should  this  people  be  deprived  of  the 
great  and  manifest  advantages,  which  the  favour  aad 
indulgence  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign  and  bk 
Parliament  are  even  now  providii^  for  them.  On 
the  contrary,  that  it  shall  be  our  highest  ambitioi^ 
as  it  is  our  duty,  so  to  demean  ourselves  in  public  and 
private  life,  as  shall  most  clearly  demonstrate  our 
loyalty  and  gratitude  to  the  best  of  kings,  and  there- 
by recommend  this  people  to  further  gracious 
marks  of  the  royal  clemency  and  favour." 

"  With  regard  to  the  rest  of  your  Excellences 
speech,  we  are  sorry  we  are  constrained  to  observe, 
that  the  general  air  and  style  of  it  savours  mutji 
more  of  an  act  of  free  grace  and  pardon,  than  of  > 
parliamentary  address  to  the  two  houses  of  assembly ; 
and  we  most  sincerely  wish  your  Excellency  had 
been  pleased  to  reserve  it,  (if  needful)  for  a  procla- 
mation." 

After  these  answers  to  the  Governor,  a  commit- 
tee, of  which  Otis  was  chairman,  reported  an  addrev 
of  thanks  to  the  king  for  the  repeal  of  the  stamp 
act,  which  glowed  with  the  most  affectionate  loyal- 
ty; thereby  placing  in  a  strong  li^t  the  differeiice 
ef  their  feelings  towards  the  sorereign,  or  ^  hk  n- 
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preseDtative.**     The  house  also  passed  a  rote  of 
thmiks  to  several   members  of  both   houses  of  Par- 
liament for  their  eiforts  in  favour  of  the  Colonies; 
The    subject  of   remuneration    to  HutchinstMi    and 
others,  was  referred  to  a  future  session.     They  con- 
sidered, that  makii^  compensation  would  be  an  act 
pf  generosit^f  rather  than  justice,   and   therefore 
wished    to  consult    their  constituents,    before  thej 
burthened  'them  with  the  expense.     Thej  also  in 
expressii^  **  their  abhorrence  of  the  madness  and 
barbarity"  of  the  offenders,  wished  that  they  might 
be  brought  to  justice.     The   Governor  sent   a   mes- 
sage  in   answer,  that   was   perfectly  consistent  with 
his  former  insinuations ;  alluding  to   their  wish    to 
discover  the   offenders  he  said,  "  I  dare  say  it  will 
be  no  difficult  work  to  trace  this  matter  to  the  bot- 
tom.'*    The  House  immediately   appointed   ft  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  to  aak  him  for  any 
information  which  he  might  possess,  as  to  the   indi* 
Tiduals  concerned  in  the  riots.     He  told  them  he 
had  beard  many  hints,  and  some  persons  named,  but 
he   had   no   minutes;   that  he   would  endeavour  to 
recollect  what  he  had   heard,  and  inform  them.     A 
committee  of  secresy   was  appointed  for  this  pur^ 
pose,  to   sit  in  the  recess ;   but    when  they  called  on 
the  Governor,  he  could  give   them  no  information. 
The  ai^y  and   imjilacable  disposition   of  Bernard, 
and  the   malignity  of  those   about  him,  led   him  to 
the  most  striking  display  of  injustice  and  impolicy 
in  this  affair.     Bent    on   stigmatizing   the   patriotic 
party,  which,  in  fact,  comprised  the  whole  c 
33 
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nity,  he  persevered  in  represcDtii^  all  the  inhabf* 

tants  of  Boston  as  participating  in  the  outrages  that 
had  taken  place ;  although  it  was  notorioui,  that 
thcj  were  universally  grieved  and  iDdignant  at  those 
excesses,  not  only  on  account  of  the  injury  to  the  io- 
dividuals  whose  property  was  destroyed,  but  be- 
cause they  truly  foresaw,  that  their  enemies  would 
make  it  a  pretence  to  calutnoiate  them,  if  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Governor  and  his  adherents  to 
prevent  compensation  being  made ;  they  took  the 
most  elfectual  measures  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  one  occurrence  at  this  session,  that 
forms  a  remarkable  event  in  the  history  of  legisla- 
tion. It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  most  important 
change  in  their  practice,  which  has  since  been 
adopted  in  the  legislative  assemblies  of  all  free 
countsics.  Hitherto,  in  Massachusetts,  as  every 
where  else,  the  sittings  of  the  legislature  had  been 
close;  no  strangers  were  admitted  to  hear  the  de- 
bates. In  England,  a  few  persons  were  admitted 
by  particular  favour  to  listen  to  the  debates  in  parlia- 
ment, but  were  not  allowed  to  report  the  speeches 
of  the  members,  though  some  persons  were  occa- 
sionally employed,  who  repeated  from  memory 
what  they  had  heard ;  and  from  these  broken  hints, 
speeches^  for  the  members  were  composed  and  pul> 
lished  under  feigned  names,  or  only  with  initials,  and 
purporting  to  have  been  delivered  at  a  political 
ctub.*     At  this  session  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  176^ 

*  TIm  ■oecdole  at  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  on  this  tubjcci  i>  nell  kuowD. 
Wbcn  ceitsin  celeb:iiitd  ipeecbci  ia  pailiRmebc  wbic  prtiMd,  ha  mid,  "  tboM 
tpMchni  1  nroM  in  ft  garrel." 
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Otis  brought  forward  a  proposition,  and  was  after- 
wai*ds  made  chairman  of  a  committee  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  "  fdr  opening  a  gallery  for  Buch  as  wish- 
ed to  hear  the  debates."  This  was  the  first  in- 
stance of  authorized  publicity  being  given  to  legisla- 
tive dehberations ;  an  innovation  that  essentially 
harmonized  with  the  spirit  of  representative  govern- 
ments, and  became  one  of  the  most  powerful  modes 
of  diffusing  knowledge,  and  creating  a  watchfulness 
of  political  affairs  among  the  people. 


etuivter  XVH. 

Jotepk  Hamlty — John  Hancock — Samuel  Adomt. 

The  legislature  of  this  year  received  an  acces- 
sion of  three  eminent  members,  who  were  returned 
to  it  for  the  first  time;  Joseph  Hawley,  John  Han- 
cock, and  Samuel  Adams.  Major  Hawley,  a  repre- 
sentative from  Northampton,  acquired  a  very  re- 
markable influence  in  the  public  councils.  Perhaps 
Massachusetts  can  boast  of  no  citizen  in  all  her 
annals  more  estimable.  He  continued  in  the  legis- 
lature till  1776,  and  during  that  period,  it  has  been 
said,  that  no  vote  on  any  public  measure,  either 
was,  or  could  have  been  carried,  without  hia  assent. 
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Joseph  Hawley  was  bom  in  1724,  educated  at 
Yale  Collie,  and  followed  the  profeesioii  of  tfas 
law  in  Northampton,  where  he  died'b  1788,  aged 
64  years.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  pioesessed  of  great 
learning ;  able  aa  a  reasoner,  and  a  very  manlj,  im- 
pressive speaker.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the  bar 
in  the  western  counties  of  the  Province.  He  had 
studied  with  diligence  the  principles  of  law,  as  con- 
nected with  political  institutions.  This  had  pr^ 
pared  him  for  a  clear  perception  of  the  effects,  that 
would  have  resulted  from  the  execution  of  the 
ministerial  plans  against  the  colonies;  and  caused 
him  to  take  the  most  ardent  and  decisive  part 
against  the  Stamp  Act,  and  the  whole  series  of 
arbitrary  measures  that  followed  it.  The  adhe- 
rents of  the  administration  dreaded  him  more  than 
any  individual  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and,  as 
usual,  endeavoured,  though  most  completely  in  vain, 
to  injure  his  character.  They  succeeded,  indeed,  in 
their  ofHcial  persecution  in  throwing  him  over  the 
bar,  to  which  he  was,  however,  soon  restored. 

The  almost  unexampled  influence  acquired  bj 
Major  Hawley,  was  owii^  not  only  to  his  great 
talents,  but  still  more  perhaps  to  his  high  ounded, 
misullied,  unimpeachable  integrity.  He  enemies 
sought  to  undermine  his  reputation,  by  calumniating 
his  motives,  as  was  their  manner  towards  every  dis 
tinguiehed  man  on  the  patriotic  side.  They  said, 
his  conduct  was  factious  and  principles  ruinous,  and 
that  the  only  object  which  he  and  his  co-adjutors 
had  ID  TJewt  was,  to  bring  themselves  into  power 
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under  a  new  order  of  things.  The  imputation  of 
Aelfish^  sordid  riews,  was  insupportable  to  a  man  of  his 
character.  He^  therefore,  at  once,  rescdved,  and 
{dedged  himself,  never  to  accept  of  anj  promotion, 
office,  or  emolument  under  any  government.  This 
pledge  he  severely  redeemed.  He  refused  even  all 
promotion  in  the  militia,  was  several  times  chosen  a 
counsellor,  but  declined ;  and  would  accept  of  no  oth* 
er  public  trust,  than  the  nearly  gratuitous  one  of  re* 
presenting  his  town.  A  modest  estate  which  de- 
scended to  him  from  his  father  and  uncle,  was  ade- 
quate to  support  his  plain  style  of  living,  and  he  had 
no  desire  to  accumulate  wealth.  His  character 
was  so  noble  and  consistent,  that  his  fellow  citizens 
reposed  unhesitating  confidence  in  his  integrity  ;  they 
believed  that  all  the  honours  and  wealth  of  the  mo- 
ther country  would  be  insufficient  to  corrupt  him, 
while  they  saw  daily  that  he  sought  nothir^  from  his 
own  party.  His  talents,  judgment  and  firmness,  came 
in  aid  of  this  reputation  for  disinterestedness,  and 
gave  him,  on  all  occasions,  the  power  of  an  umpire. 
The  weight  of  his  character  was  sufficient  to  balance 
all  the  interest,  which  several  gentlemen  of  great  re- 
spectability in  the  western  counties,  exerted  in  fa«> 
vour  of  the  administration.  The  country  members, 
especially,  followed  his  opinions  implicitly,  and  the 
most  powerful  leaders  in  the.  legislature  would  pro- 
bably have  been  unsuccessful,  if  they  had  attempted 
to  carry  any  measure  against  his  opinion. 

The  ascendancy  which  was  allotted   him   by   the 
deference  of  others,  was  a  fortunate  drcumsCaoce  for 
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his  country.  Never  was  influence  exercised  with 
more  singleness  of  heart,  with  more  intelligent,  de» 
voted  and  inflexible  patriotism.  He  made  up  ^his 
mind  earlier  than  most  men,  that  the  struggle  against 
oppression  would  lead  to  war,  and  that  our  rights,  at 
last  must  be  secured  by  our  arms.  As  the  crisis 
approached,  when  some  persons  urged  upon  him  the 
danger  of  a  contest,  so  apparently  unequal,  his  an- 
swer was,  ^  We  must  put  to  sea ;  Providence  will 
bring  us  into  port  !"* 

*  The  following  anecdote  from  one  of  President  Adams^  lettert  to  Mr. 
Wirt,  is  highly  characteristic  of  Hawley,  and  also  contains  some  very  interest* 
ing  notices  of  other  eminent  individuals. 

<'  When  Congress  had  finished  their  business,  as  they  thought,  in  the  Au« 
tumn  of  1774,  I  had,  with  Mr.  Henry,  before  we  took  leave  of  each  others 
some  familiar  conversation,  in  which  I  expressed  a  full  conviction,  that  our 
resolves,  declarations  of  rights,  enumeration  of  wrongs,  petitions,  remonstran- 
ces and  addresses,  associations  and  non-importation  agreements,  however 
they  might  be  expected  in  America,  and  however  necessary  to  cement  the 
union  of  the  colonies,  would  be  but  waste  water  in  England.     Mr.  Henry 
said,  they  might  make  some  impression  among  the  people  of  England,   but 
agreed  with  me  that  they  would  be  totally  lost  upon  the  government.    I  had 
but  just  received  a  short  and  hasty  letter,  written  to  me  by  Major  Joseph 
Hawley,  of  Northampton,  containing  *  a  few  broken  hints,^  as  he  called  them 
of  what  he  thought  was  proper  to  be  done  and  concluding  with  these  words, 
<  after  ally  we  must  fight.     This  letter  I   read  to  Mr.  Henry,  who  listened 
with  great  attention ;  and  as  soon  as  I  had  pronounc;^d  the  words  <  After  all 
we  must  fight,'  he  raised  his  head  and  with  an  energy  and  vehemence  that 
I  can  never  forget,  broke  out  with  *  bt  god,  i  am  of  that  man^s  mijtd.' 
I  put  the  letter  into  his  hand,  and  when  he  had  read  it  he  returned  it  to  me, 
with  an  equally  solemn  asseveration  that  he  agreed  entirely  in  opinion  with 
th^  writer.    I  considered  this  a  sacred  oath,  upon  a  very  great  occasion,  (and 
would  have  sworn  it  as  religiously  as  he  did)  and  by  no  means  inconsistent 
with  what  you  say,  in  some  part  of  your  book,  that  he  never  took  the  sacred 
name  in  vain. 

<<  As  1  knew  the  sentiments  with  which  Mr.  Henry  left  Congress  in  the  Au* 
tumn  of  1774,  and  knew  the  chapter  and  verse  from  which  he  bad  borrowed 
the  sublime  expression,  ^  Wi'  must  fight,^  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  your  his- 
tory, in  the  122d  page,  in  the  note,  and  in  some  of  the  preceding  and  foUowing 
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Major  Hanley  did  not  appear  in  the  legislature 
after  the  jear  1776,  but  he  oerer  relaxed  his  zeal 
in  tjie  senrice  of  the  country,  and  was  always  ready 
to  coDtiibute  his  efforts,  to  the  public  service.  By 
his  private  exertions,  he  rendered  assistance  at  some 
rery  critical  and  discouraging  periods.  At  the  sea- 
soiif  when  the  prospects  of  the  American  army  were 
the  most  gloomy,  when  the  Jerseys  were  oremin, 
and  the  feelings  of  many  were  on  the  very  verge  of 
despondency,  he  exerted  himself  with  great  activity 
and  success,  to  rally  the  spirits  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
At  this  time,  when  apathy  appeared  stealing  upon 
the  country,  and  the  people  were  reluctant  to  march, 
on  a  seemingly  desperate  service,  he  addressed  a 
body  of  militia,  to  urge  them  to  volunteer  as  re- 
cruits. His  manly  eloquence,  his  powerful  appeals 
to  their  pride,  their  patriotism,  their  duty,  to  every 
thing  which  they  held  dear  and  sacred,  awakened 
their  dormEUit  feelings  and  excited  them  to  enthusi- 


pagei.  -Ut.  HaoTj  ooly  puiiuid  ia  Hatcb  1115,  the  ileirt  and  tow*  of 
NoTcmbec  IT14. 

"  Tbe  olbcr  dekgalca  from  VirginiR  returnad  to  tbeir  itale  in  full  confi- 
ilenu,  tbat  all  our  gcievanCM  would  be  ledreiwd.  The  last  wordi  tbat  Mi. 
Hichaid  Hint;  Lee  laid  tome  when  wc  patted,  wete,  'ici  AaUin/alltbis  rw^ 
ry  aU  »vr  p»inli.  You  wUl  be  MtKpleleli/ rtliertd ;  all  IfieoffeniitrtarttKiUht 
reptalti;  Iba  annj  and  feet  will  be  racalled,  and  Biilain  will  give  up  bec 
fooiiah  projecl.' 

"  \f  Bihingtou  only  was  in  doubt.  He  neiei  ipoke  in  public.  In  piivale 
he  joined  with  those,  who  advocated  a  DOn-eipotlBlion,  as  well  ns  a  non-im- 
portation agreenienl.  With  Ijotb  he  ihougbl  we  should  prevail ;  without  eilh- 
ec,  he  tbou|taI  ii  doubtful.  Heory  was  clear  in  one  o|iiMion,  Richard  Henir 
Lee  in  an  opposite  opinion,  and  WaFhington  doubled  between  iha  Iws. 
Henry,  howevei  Beared  In  the  end  u  be  ei»ctlj  in  the  right." 
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On  another  occasion,  he  rendered  a  senrioe  of 
much  higher  moment,  and  may  be  said  not  only  to 
have  prevented,  but  to  have  radically  destroyed  an 
incipient  insurrection.  At  a  time  when  the  burthens 
and  distresses  of  the  war  had  produced  great  dis- 
content, and  even  disalTection  in  some  quarters,  and 
Samuel  Ely,  a  notorious  demagogue,  had,  by  his  fac- 
tious and  treasonable  elForts,  gone  far  to  organize  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state,  an  almost  open  resifr* 
tance  to  the  government,  delegates  from  a  lai^ 
number  of  towns  met  in  convention  at  Hatfield. 
The  legislature  sent  Messrs.  Samuel  Adams,  Stephen 
Gorham,  and  General  Ward,  as  commissioners  to 
meet  them,  and  avert,  if  possible,  the  threatened  dan* 
ger.  It  was  a  moment  of  peril  and  anxiety.  Major 
Hawley  was  a  delegate  from  Northampton.  At  the 
opening  of  the  meeting,  the  elements  of  mischief 
were  visible  in  all  their  malignity,  and  seemed 
ready  to  burst  into  open  fury.  Hawley,  iivith  the 
deepest  solicitude,  which  in  great  minds  is  the  cei^ 
tain  foundation  of  coolness  and  self  possession,  ad- 
dressed this  convention,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
His  spotless  and  lofty  integrity,  before  which,  even 
the  most  callous  demagogues  shrunk  abashed,  pre* 
pared  the  way  to  that  triumph,  which  his  masterly 
talents  achieved.  Arguments,  satire,  pleasantry,  al- 
ternate appeals  to  their  passions  and  to  their  reason, 
all  managed  with  consummate  address  and  irresisti- 
ble energy ;  gradually  subdued  their  inflamed,  refrac- 
tory humour,  and  finally  moulded  them  entirely  to  his 
will.     They  not  only  renounced  all  their  daii^rous 
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tntentions,  but  agreed  to  sign  a  humble  petition  to 
the  government,  promisii^  future  obedience,  and 
praying  for  an  act  of  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  to 
make  the  victory  more  complete,  and  to  shew  the 
danger  was  entirely  destroyed,  they  were  brought 
with  the  exception  of  five  persons,  to  sign  the  peti- 
tion, excluding  Ely,  the  leader  of  all  the  disturbance, 
from  the  indemnity. 

Major  Hawley  was  a  sincerely  religious  and  pious 
man ;  but  here,  as  in  politics,  he  loathed  all  tyranny 
and  fanatical  usurpation.  He  was,  near  the  close  of 
his  life,  chosen  into  the  senate  of  Massachusetts. 
Though  he  would  not  have  taken  the  trust  at  any 
rate,  he  seized  the  opportunity  to  give  his  testimony 
against  the  test  act,  which  till  a  recent  period,  was 
a  stain  in  the  constitution  of  that  state.  In  a 
letter  upon  the  subject,  he  asked  if  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  renounce  the  au- 
thority of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  every  fo- 
reign potentate?  and  whether  it  could  be  expected, 
that,  having  been  a  member  of  the  church  for  forty 
years,  he  should  submit  to  the  insult  of  being  called 
to  swear  that  he  believed  in  the  truth  of  the  christian 
religion,  before  he  could  take  his  seat  ?* 

With  all  these  powerful  talents  and  noble  feelings, 
he  was  not  exempt  from  a  misfortune,  that  occasion- 
ally threw  its  dark  shadows  over  them.     He  was  sub- 

•  *  This  Test  was  copied  almost  verbatim  from  the  English  Test  act,  and  its 
iDsertion  in  the  liberal  constitutiou  of  Massachusetts  was  a  mortifying  ano- 
naly^.  At  a  late  revision  of  that  instrument,  by  a  general  convention,  tbi^ 
remnant  of  superannuated  bigotrj  waa  expunged  by  general  ceuient. 
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ject  at  particular  times,  to  an  b}rpoc(Hidriac  dbor- 
der,  that  would  envelope  "him  in  gloom  and  despoil 
dencj.  At  these  seasons  he  was  oppressed  with  m^ 
lancholj,  and  would  lament  every  action  and  exertkiD 
of  his  life.  When  his  mind  recovered  its  tone,  the 
recollection  of  these  suflferings  waa  painful,  and  h« 
disliked  to  have  them  remembered. 

Major  Hawley  was  a  patriot  without  personal 
animosities,  an  orator  without  vanity,  a  lawyer  with- 
out  chicanery,  a  gentleman  without  ostentation,  a 
statesman  without  duplicity,  and  a  christian  without 
bigotry.  As  a  man  of  commanding  talents,  his  firm 
renunciation  and  self  denial  of  all  ambitious  view:^ 
would  have  secured  him  that  respect,  which  such 
strength  of  mind  inevitably  inspires;  while  his  vol- 
untary and  zealous  devotion  to  the  service  of  hi* 
countrymen,  established  him  in  their  affection.  Hii 
uprightness  and  plainness,  united  to  his  ability  and 
disinterestedness,  gave  the  most  extensive  influenc* 
-  to  his  opinions,  and  in  a  period  of  doubt,  division^ 
and  danger,  men  sought  relief  from  their  perplexitie* 
in  his  authority,  and  suiTered  their  course  to  be  guidr 
ed  by  him,  when  they  distrusted  their  own  jud|f< 
ments,  or  the  counsels  of  others.  He,  in  fine,  fono; 
ed  one  of  those  manty,  public  spirited,  and  generoui 
citizens,  ready  to  share  peril  and  decline  rewardi 
who  illustrate  the  idea  of  a  commonwealtb ;  and 
who,  through  the  obstructions  of  human  passions  and 
iofirrai(ies,  being  of  rare  occurrence,  will  always  ht 
the  most  admired,  appropriate,  and  noble  ornaments 
of  a  free  government. 
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The  names  of  the  two  new  members  of  the  legis- 
lature elected  from  BustoD,  in  1766,  were  coupled 
together  by  a  subsequent  act  of  proscription,  in  & 
remarkable  manner.  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Han- 
cock, were  chosen  the  cotle^;ueE  of  .James  Otis  and 
Thomas  Gushing,  and  these  four  gentlemen,  who  for 
several  jears  composed  the  delegation  of  the  capital 
exercised  a  wide  Influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  pro- 
vince, %nd  are  inseparably  connected  with  all  the 
events  that  led  to  the  independence  of  the  United 
Scales.  Otis  and  Gushing  were  only  permitted  to 
lee  the  promise  of  American  prosperity,  but  Adams 
and  Hancock  were  destined  to  outlive  (he  period  of 
trial,  during  which  their  labours  were  never  inter- 
mitted; they  entered  with  the  nation  on  (he  new 
grounds  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  by  filling  eminent 
stations  in  the  government  of  their  state,  became 
associated  with  the  administration,  and  the  parties 
that  grew  up  under  the  new  confederation. 

John  Hancock,  the  son  and  grandson  of  eminent 
congregational  clergymen,  was  born  In  Qulncy  near 
Boston,  in  1737,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
ID  1754.  His  father  died  wh&h'  lie  was  a  child,  and 
he  was  then  adopted  by  his  uncle,  Thomas  Han- 
cock, the  most  opulent  merchant  in  Boston,  a  man 
of  enlarged  views  and  public  spirit,  who  bequeathed 
some  considerable  legacies  to  different  rnslitulioiis. 
This  benevolent  uncle  took  the  entire  charge  of  hia 
^oung  relation,  and  received  him  into  his  counting 
house  on  the  completion  of  his  education  at  the  un^ 
varsity ;  aod  after  a  few  years  sent  him  to  England, 


262  LIFE  OF  JAMES  0TI9. 

to  see  that  country,  and  to  become  personally  ac* 
quaintcd  with  his  correspondents.  He  died  of  an 
apoplexy  in  1764,  leaving  his  nephew  to  euccegd  to 
his  very  extensive  mercantile  concerns,  and  heir  to 
the  largest  estate  in  the  province. 

This  sudden  possession  of  wealth  turned  the  eyet 
of  the  whole  community  towards  him,  his  conduct 
under  this  trying  prosperity  secured  universal  esteem 
and  good  will.  It  made  him  neither  giddy,  lorc^fuit, 
nor  proSigate ;  he  continued  his  course  of  regulan* 
ty,  Industry,  and  moderatioa  Great  numbecs  of  peo> 
pie  received  employment  at  his  hands,  and  In  alt' his 'i- 
commercial  transactions,  he  exhibited  that  fair  and 
libera)  character  which  commonly  distinguishes  the 
extensive  and  affluent  merchant. 

The  natural  Influence  which  he  acquired  from  his 
habits  and  his  possessions,  rendered  him  extremely 
popular,  and  he  had  been  often  called  upon  to  act 
in  the  atFairs  of  the  town.  At  length  he  was  placed 
in  the  legislature,*  and  this  event  decided  his  future 
career,     The  stake   which  he  piStiged  in  the  larg« 

*  "  1  Kai  ODD  dhj  valking  in  the  mall,  anil  acridpnlally  niet  Snmutil  Adam. 
In  iRking  ■  few  turns  together,  we  cam.  in  full  *i»w  of  Mr.  Hancock'i  houtc 
Mr.  Adnmi,  poinlin«  ID  ilm  mode  buiHIng,  laid,  'Tbii  town  hai  donci  ■  vim 
thing  to  day.'  'What."  'They  have  mada  that  joung  man'i  fortune  thrit 
own.'  Hii  pcophery  wat  liiei  ally  fulfilled,  for  rio  man's  pfoperly  was  mi 
mora  entirely  devottd  to  thr-  public.  The  town  had  iliai  day  cbnMn  Mr. 
Hancock  into  the  IcRitlatute  nf  (ha  proilnce.  The  quiveriog  uiiietj  of  tb* 
public  under  the  fearful  laoUni  for  of  the  vrnEcanre  of  king,  ministry  and 
parliamfnl,  compelled  bim  to  a  contlanl  attindanre  In  the  house,  hii  mUid 
was  soon  pngroued  by  public  cares,  alarma,  and  terrors  ;  bit  bufinex  wal 
left  to  subalterns,  his  private  affairs  neglected,  and  continued  to  be  (o  to  tb* 
fndefhislife." 

JSS.  UtUr  fTfn  prtnimt  jldatiu  le  Iht  tatt  W.  Tvim,  Eiq,  '^ 
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fortune  under  his  control,  was  a  proof  of  his  sincerity 
in  the  principles  which  he  professed,  which  had 
great  weight  with  minds  of  the  common  order,  and 
was  quite  obvious  to  even  the  meanest  capacity. 
He  was  gradually  engrossed  by  political  concerns, 
and  very  early  became  highly  obnoxious  to  the  ad- 
ministration. Iheir  enmity  was  shewn  in  several 
attempts  at  insult  and  oppression,  such  as  seizing  his 
vessels,'*''  calling  upon  him  for  excessive  bail,  &c.  all 
of  which  only  produced  more  decisive  testimonies  of 
popular  attachment  to  him,  and  a  closer  conviction 
in  his  breast  of  the  intqlerable  abuses  with  which 
his  countiy  was  menaced. 

In  the  legislature  Hancock  was  upon  every  impor* 
tant  committee,  so  that  all  leading  measures  had  his 
sanction,  though  he  seldom  wrote  any  of  the  reports. 
He  had  the  full  confidence  of  the  patriotic  party,  as 
they  believed  him  to  be  unchangeably  devoted  to  their 
cause ;  yet,  on  one  occasion  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  Adams,  on  some  proposi- 
tions of  Hutchinson,  in  regard  to  removing  the 
General  Court  to  Boston,  which  created  a  temporary 
schism  in  the  party,  and  a  long  alienation  of  friend- 
ship between  those  eminent  men.  They  were  re- 
conciled to  each  other,  several  years  afterwards, 
and  filled  the  two  first  offices  of  the  State  together 
durii^  a  considerable  period. 

General  Gage  issued  a  proclamation,  in  June  1775, 

*  The  insolence  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  led  them  to  o£fer  those 
impolitic  and  vncatiout  offinceiy  which  were  the  immediate  cause  of  much  poi 
pular  e^cit^mfnt, 
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a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  offer- 
ir^  a  pardon  to  all  rebels,  exceptiDg. Samuel  Adams 
aiid  John  Hancock — ^  whose  offences'' — (said  the 
edict)  ^  are  of  too  flagitious  a  nature  to  admit  of 
any  other  consideration  than  that  of  condign  pun- 
ishment'' This  virulent  proscription,  which  was 
intended  to  ruin  them,  widely  extended  their  fame. 
A  few  others,  it  is  well  known,  were  secretly  pro- 
scribed, and  would  doubtless  have  fallen  victims  to 
ministerial  vengeance, — but  Adams  and  Hancock 
were  the  only  two  expressly  excepted  from  all  hope 
of  pardon,  and  irrevocably  denounced.*     The  alter- 

• 

*  Hancock  and  Adams,  tucceeded  to  a  station  which  Otis  had  before  held,  m 
being  made  the  representatives  oftheii  countiymen,  to  bear  all  the  denuncia- 
tions and  insults,  which  were  directed  in  England  against  the  American  pat- 
riots. The  instances  of  this  substitution,  are  very  numerous  in  all  the  writings 
of  that  day.  The  two  following  are  extracted  from  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Fox. 
The  fi^st,  occurred  in  a  debate  in  1779,  on  the  Irish  discontents,  when  be 
assailed  Mr.  Dundas,  and  illustrated  the  present  subject,  by  allusions  to  formef 
measures  regarding  America  : — **  What  was  the  consequence  of  the  sanguina- 
ry measures  recommended  in  those  bloody,  inflammatory  speeches?  Though 
Boston  was  to  be  starved,  though  Hancock  and  Adams  were  proscribed — ^yet, 
at  the  feet  of  these  very  men,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  obliged  to 
kneel,  to  flatter  and  to  cringe  ;  and  as  they  had  the  cruelty  at  one  time  to  de- 
nounce vengeance  against  those  men,  so  they  had  the  meanness  afterwards  to 
prostrate  themselves  before  them,  and  implore  their  forgivencss.-^Was  he  who 
called  the  Americans  <  Haneock  and  hit  trtWy  to  reprehend  any  set  of  men 
for  inflammatory  speeches  V — In  the  debate  on  the  address  to  the  king,  in  1781, 
speaking  of  the  American  war,  he  said, — *<  They  (the  ministers)  commenred 
war  against  America  after  that  country  had  offered  the  fairest  propositions, 
and  extended  her  arms  to  receive  us  into  the  closest  connexion.  They  did  thie 
contrary  to  their  own  sentiments  of  what  was  right,  but  they  were  OTer-rulad 
by  that  high  and  secret  authority,  which  they  durst  not  disobey,  and  from 
which  they  derive  their  situations.  They  were  ordered  to  go  on  with  tht 
American  war  or  quite  their  places.  They  prefierred  emolument  to  duty,  and' 
kept  their  ostensible  power  at  the  expense  of  their  country.  To  delude  tha 
parliament  and  the  people,  they  then  described  the  contest  to  be  a  mere  equab- 
ble.    It  was  not  America  with  whom  we  had  to  contend,  it  ii^  witk  ^ifall* 
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uatiyes  to  which  their  fate  was  restricted,  embraced 
the  two  extremes  of  human  disgrace  and  glorj ;  they 
were  either  to  be  execrated  and  executed  as  trai* 
tors,  or  thej  were  to  aid  in  establishing  a  nation, 
and  to  be  honoured  as  the  benefactors  of  their  coun- 
try and  mankind. 

Hancock  was  President  of  the  provincial  Congress 
of  Massachusetts,  until  he  was  sent  as  one  of  the 
delegation  from  that  province  to  the  Congress  which 
met  at  Philadelphia,  in  1775.  In  1776,  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  President  of  that  immortal  assembly 
which  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence.* 
He  continued  in  Congress  till  1779,  when  ill  health  /  / 
forced  him  to  resign.  He  was  annually  chosen  gov- 
yemor  of  Massachusetts,  from  1780  to  1785,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Bowdoin,  for  two  years* 
In  1787,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  same  office. 
He  was  also  made  President  of  the  Convention  for 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  continu* 

coA  and /ua  creuff^  a  handful  of  men  would  march  triumphantly  from  one  end 
of  the  ctmtinent  to  the  other.  This  was  the  language  sounded  in  that  houwi 
and  for  this  language  a  learned  member  of  it  (Lord  Loughborough,)  wasexalt* 
ed  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  and  enrolled  amoug  the  hereditary  rouncil  of  tba 
realm.  He  was  thus  rewarded  for  no  other  merit  that  he  could  discover,  but 
that  of  vehemently  abusing  our  fellow  subjects  in  America,'  and  calling  theit 
tppositiou  the  war  **  of  Hancock  and  ku  crewJ" 

-  *  Without  reference  to  general  views,  a  signature  to  that  instrument,  was  to 
the  individual,  on  personal  considerations  only,  of  the  most  momentous  im* 
port.  The  only  writing  however,  which  appea;s  trembling,  h  that  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  yvho  had  been  afflicted  with  the  palsy.  Hancock  seems  to  have  had 
in  mind  an  official  proportion  in  the  dimensions  of  his  name ;  and  the  force  with 
which  it  is  written,  shews  that  it  was  never  intended  to  be  erased.  Those  per- 
aoos  who  art  fond  of  relics,  may  be  .glad  to  know,  that  the  pen  with  which 
Ihese  signatures  were  made,  was  preserved,  and  is  now  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
Mmachmattt  HJHot icmi  Society. 
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ed  to  be  chosen  governor  of  the  state,  till  his  de^th^ 
which  took  place  October  Stli,  1793— -in  the  56th 
year  of  his  age. 

Few  persons  have  enjoyed  greater  or  more  invap 
riable  popularity  than  this  distinguished  patriot ;  and 
there  are  not  many  men  who  have  been  so  truly 
entitled  to  this  kind  of  favour,  which,  unfortunately, 
is  not  always  an  unequivocal  testimony  of  merit. 
His  character  and  his  fortune  rendered  his  influ- 
ence of  great  importance,  and  he  threw  the  whole 
weight  of  both,  without  reserve,  into  the  scale  of 
his  country.  If  he  had  kept  aloof,  and  devoted  hii»- 
self  to  the  care  of  his  property,  he  might  have 
accumulated  a  vast  stock  of  wealth ;  but  he  so  dis- 
regarded his  own  affairs  in  his  attention  to  public 
engagements,  that  had  his  estate  not  been  very 
large,  he  would  have  died  as  poor  as  many  of  his 
colleagues.  He  was  consulted,  when  it  was  coi>- 
templated  to  burn  the  town  of  Boston,  in  order 
to  force  the  enemy  to  evacuate  it.  He  answered, 
that  although  the  greater  part  of  his  fortune  consist- 
ed in  buildings  within  the  town,  yet,  if  its  destruction 
would  be  useful  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  that 
this  circumstance  should  be  no  impediment  to  its 
being  set  on  fire  immediately. 

The  greatest  fault  in  his  character,  was  a  peevish- 
ness and  irritability  that  often  grieved  his  friends, 
but  which  was  forgiven,  on  reflecting,  that  this  fail- 
ing was  not  owing  to  n  bad  heart,  or  a  mean  spirit, 
but  to  perpetual  ill  health.  His  constitution  was 
naturally  feeble,  and  he  was  for  many  years  severel)^ 
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afflicted  with  the  gout.  The  greater  portion  of  his 
life,  iodeed,  was  passed  in  physical  suffering — his 
miod  rose  superior  to  this  misfortune  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  public  duties ;  and  as  he  never  relaxed 
from  these,  while  it  was  possible  for  him  to  continue 
his  efforts,  his  family,  and  his  acquaintance,  bore 
with  indulgence  a  natural  consequence  of  infirmities^ 
under  which  a  less  *powerf ul  mind  would  have  sunk 
entirely. 

In  private  life,  he  commanded  the  esteem,  even 
of  those  persons  who  differed  from  him  in  political 
opinions.  His  beneficence  never  failed.  In  his  ex- 
terior  he  exhibited  the  characteristics  of  a  gentle- 
man :  dressing  with  elegance  according  to  the  fash- 
ion of  the  day,  keeping  a  handsome  equipage,  and 
being  polite  and  affable  in  social  intercourse.  He 
was  renowned  for  his  hospitality ;  strangers  who 
were  entitled  to  it,  received  a  ready  welcome,  and 
a  large  circle  of  acquaintance  became  frequent 
guests  at  his  parties,  which  were  distinguished  for  all 
the  requisites,  material  as  well  as  personal^  which  are 
necessary  to  convivial  enjoyments,  among  the  refin- 
ed classes  of  civilized  society. 

He  possessed  many  valuable  qualifications  for 
public  life,  a  knowledge  of  business,  and  facility  in 
despatching  it,  and  a  ready  insight  into  the  charac- 
ters of  men.  As  an  orator,  he  was  not  remarkable, 
he  seldom  made  an  elaborate  speech,  and  the  only 
discourse  of  his  in  print,  is  the  oration  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1774.  But  as  the  president,  moderator,  or 
speaker,  of  an  assembly,  whethef  it  was  %  town 
35 
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meeting,  or  a  house  of  representatives,  he  was  not 
surpassed  by  any  person  of  his  time.  His  voice 
was  powerful,  his  acquaintance  with  parliamentary 
forms  accurate,  and  his  apprehension  of  questions 
quick ;  he  was  attentive,  impartial,  and  dignified, 
and  in  these  situations,  inspired  respect  and  confi- 
dence wherever  he  presided. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  career,  as  parties  grew 
up  under  the  new  constitution,  some  respectable 
men  were  dissatisfied  with  his  administration  as  Go- 
veiDor,  but  the  amount  of  his  popularity  as  signified 
by  numbers,  was  not  perceptibly  diminished.  In  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution,  though  president 
of  the  state  convention  which  discussed  that  instru- 
ment, he  did  not  at  the  beginning  take  a  very  de- 
cided part ;  yet,  towards  the  close  of  the  session,  he 
lent  all  his  influence,  which  was  very  important,  to 
procure  the  ratification  of  the  new  system.  There 
were  still,  however,  strong  prejudices  against  him, 
arising  rather  from  a  dislike  to  particular  individu- 
als who  surrounded  him,  than  to  his  own  proceed- 
ing's. Men  who  were  lukewarm,  or  inimical  to  the 
federal  government,  obtained  an  ascendancy  over 
his  mind,  which  was  invidiously  manifested  at  the 
last  journey  of  Washington  to  Boston,  in  October 
1789.  The  Governor  was  unfortunately  persuaded 
to  start  some  ill  timed  question  of  etiquette  respect- 
ing his  meeting  with  the  president,  which  was  whol- 
ly unexpected  by  the  latter,  and  tended  to  mar  the 
pleasure  of  his  visit.  At  that  moment  of  joyous  en* 
thusiasm,  when  infancy  and  age  were  exulting,  the 
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one,  that  it  had  been  bom  soon  enough  and  the 
other  that  it  had  lived  long  enough  to  see  the  be- 
loved chief ;  when  the  people,  and  the  magistrates, 
both  sexes,  and  every  profession,  poured  forth  in 
processions  with  overflowing  hearts  to  greet  the 
most  venerated  man  in  the  nation,  this  coldness  of 
the  Governor  inspired  universal  dissatisfaction.  He 
himself  regretted  this  mistake,  and  subsequently 
endeavoured  to  remove  its  impression.  lu  fine,  his 
talents  may  be  estimated  to  have  been  rather  use- 
ful than  brilliant  or  profound,  his  habits  and  appear- 
ance were  those  of  a  gentleman,  his  feelings  and 
principles,  those  of  a  patriot,  his  morality  and  bene- 
volence, those  of  a  sincere  professor  of  Christianity ; 
he  abandoned  the  care  of  private  interest  to  devote 
his  time  to  the  welfare  of  the  public ;  his  bodily  in- 
firmities could  not  subdue  the  energy  of  his  mind, 
and  the  part  which  he  took,  having  been  adopted 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  was  inflexibly  sustained :  he 
outlived  the  proscription  of  his  enemies,  to  be 
cherkhed  and  honoured  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
his  name,  which  stands  the  leading  signature  in  the 
national  charter,  is  conspicuously  and  indelibly 
stamped  in  the  history  of  his  country. 

Samuel  Adams,  the  colleague  of  Hancock,  was 
destined  to  have  a  powerful  agency  in  public  aflkirs, 
and  to  become  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 
connected  with  the  American  revolution.  The  fa- 
mous proscription  by  General  Qage,  before  mention- 
ed, associated  his  name  with  that  of  Hancock, 
though  there  was  no  personal  cordiality  between 
hem,  and  even  their  public  views  were  in  some  de- 
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gree  modtfled  by  their  indiTidual  and  peculiar  cha- 
meters. 

Mr.  Adams,  descended  from  a  familj  that  bad 
been  among  the  early  planters  of  New  England, 
was  born  in  Boston,  September  27th,  1722,  was 
educated  at  Harvard  College,  and  received  its  hdo- 
ours  in  1740.  When  he  took  the  degree  of  Ma»- 
ter  in  1743,  he  proposed  the  followti^  questi<xi, 
"  Whether  it  be  lawful  to  resist  the  supreme  magis- 
trate, if  the  commonwealth  cannot  be  otherwise 
preserved  ?"  He  maintained  the  affirmative,  and 
this  collegiate  exercise  furnbhed  a  very  significant 
index  to  his  subsequent  political  career.  On  leavii^ 
the  University,  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  divinity, 
with  the  intention  of  becoming  a  clergyman,  but  did 
not  pursue  his  design. 

From  his  earliest  youth,  his  attention  was  drawn 
to  political  affairs,  and  he  occupied  himself  both  in 
•  conversation  and  writing  with  the  public  concerns 
of  the  day.  He  was  opposed  to  Governor  Shirley, 
because  he  thought  too  much  power  was  conferred 
upon  him,  and  was  the  friend  of  his  successor, 'Pow- 
oal,  ss  the  tatter  assumed  the  popular  side.  He  be- 
came  so  entirely  a  public  man,  and  discovered  «|ch 
a  jealous,  watchful,  and  unyielding  regard  for  popu- 
lar rights,  that  he  excited  the  general  attention  of 
the  patriotic  party,  and  they  took  the  opportunity 
in  the  year  1766,  to  place  him  in  the  legislature; 
from  that  period  till  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  he  was  one  of  the  most  unwearied,  efficient, 
and  disinterested  assertors  of  American  fireedom  and 
Independence. 
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He  grew  conspicuous  very  soon  after  his  admis- 
sion into  the  House,  of  which  he  was  chosen  clerk  ; 
it  being  then  the  practice  to  take  that  officer  from 
among  the  members.  He  obtained  the  same  kind 
of  influence,  and  exercsed  the  same  indefatigable 
activity  in  the  affairs  of  the  Legislature,  that  he 
did  in  those  of  his  town.  He  was  upon  every 
committee,  had  a  hand  in  writing  or  revising  every 
report,  a  share  in  the  management  of  every  political 
meeting,  private  or  public,  and  a  voice  in  all  the 
measures  that  were  proposed,  to  counteract  the 
tyrannical  plans  of  the  administration.  The  people 
soon  found  him  to  be  one*  of  the  steadiest  of  their 
supporters,  and  the  government  was  convinced,  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  inveterate  of  their  oppo- 
nents. 

When  his  character  Was  known  in  England,  and 
it  was  also  Understood  that  he  was  poor,  the  parti- 
sans of  the  ministry,  who  felt  annoyed  by  the  <^  dis- 
turbances in  America,"  resorted  to  the  usual  prac- 
tice when  the  clamorous  grow  too  troublesome,  and 
proposed  that  he  should  be  quieted  by  a  participa- 
tion in  some  of  the  good  things  they  were  enjoying. 
Governor  Hutchinson,  in  answering  the  inquiry  of  a 
friend,  why  he  was  not  silenced  in  this  manner, 
wrote  with  an  expression  of  impatient  vexation,- — 
^  Such  is  the  obstinacy  and  inflexible  disposition  of 
the  man,  that  he  never  can  be  conciliated  by  any 
office  or  gift  whatever.''  This  information  was  re- 
ceired  with  a  ludicrous  kind  of  incredulity,  evidently 
occasioned  by  a  confusion  of  ideas  at  the  anomaly  of 
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such  a  disposition,  compared  with  the  personal  and 
daily  experience  of  all  around  them.  But  this  cir* 
cumstance  ought  to  have  caused  the  administration^ 
to  examine  more  accurately  into  the  actual  condition 
of  the  colonies.  When  so  many  leading  individuals 
in  this  country,  were  not  to  be  conciliated  by  the 
favours  of  government,  when  they  spumed  at  places 
and  pensions,  and  withstood  the  allurements  of  for- 
tune ;  such  conduct,  which  is  not  the  natural  temper 
of  mankind,  indicated  that  there  was  some  deep  and 
powerful  cause  for  the  dissatisfaction  that  prevailed. 
It  is  a  portentous  symptom  in  affairs,  when  men  of 
strong  character  forego  the  common  views  of  ambi- 
tion, and  disregard  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  which 
in  ordinary  times,  is  as  salutary  to  society  in  its  ge- 
neral tendency,  as  it  is  advantageous  to  the  individu- 
al. This  state  of  things,  which  occurred  in  the  co- 
lonies during  the  epoch  of  their  resistance  to  the 
designs  of  England,  required  the  mo^  cautious  treat- 
ment, and  prompt  alleviation :  the  existence  of  such 
enthusiasm  is  replete  with  danger  to  the  ruling  pow- 
er, and  wherever  it  is  not  effectually  relieved,  will 
bring  about,  as  it  did  in  America,  the  crisis  of  a  re- 
volution. 

He  continued  in  the  legislature  till  1774,  when  he 
was  sent  to  the  first  congress  of  the  old  confedera- 
tion. He  had  been  previously  chosen  Secretary  of 
Massachusetts,  which  office  was  performed  by  de- 
puty during  his  absence.  He  was  one  of  the  signers 
to  the  declaration  of  1776,  which  he  laboured  most 
indefatigably  and  unhesitatingly  to  bring  forward. 
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He  was  an  active  member  of  the  coDvention  that 
formed  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts ;  and  after 
it  went  into  effect,  he  was  placed  in  the  Senate  of 
the  State,  and  for  several  years  presided  over  that 
body.  In  1789,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor, and  held  that  office  till  1794,  when,  after  the 
death  of  Hancock,  he  was  chosen  Governor,  and 
was*  annually  re-elected  till  1797.  He  then  retired 
from  public  life,  and  died  at  his  house  in  Winter 
Street,  Boston,  October  2,  1803,  in  the  eighty-se- 
cond year  of  his  age. 

He  was  one  of  that  class  who  saw  very  early, 
that  ^  after  all,  we  must  fight" — and  having  come 
to  that  conclusion,  there  was  no  citizen  more  pre- 
pared for  the  extremity,  or  who  would  have  been 
more  reluctant  to  enter  into  any  kind  of  compro- 
mise. After  he  had  received  warning  at  Lexington 
in  the  night  of  the  18th  of  April,  of  the  intended 
British  expedition,  as  he  proceeded  to  make  his  escape 
through  the  fields  with  some  friends,  soon  after  the 
dawn  of  day  he  exclaimed,  ^^  this  is  a  fine  day !"  ^  very 
pleasant  indeed,"  answered  one  of  his  companions  sup- 
posing he  alluded  to  the  beauty  of  the  sky  and  atmo- 
sphere— ^  I  mean"  he  replied,  "this  day  is  a  glorious 
day  for  America !"  His  situation  at  that  moment 
was  full  of  peril  and  uncertainty,  but  throughout 
the  contest,  no  damage  either  to  himself  or  his  coun- 
try ever  discouraged  or  depressed  him. 

The  very  faults  of  his  character  tended,  in  some 
degree,  to  render  his  services  more  useful,  by  con- 
verging his  exertions  to  one  point,  and  preventing 
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their  being  weakened  by  indulgetice  or  Ufaerftlity 
towards  difierent  opiDiotus.  There  was  some  tinge 
of  bigotry  and  oarrownees,  both  in  his  religion  and 
politics.  He  was  a  strict  calviniBt;  and  probably, 
no  individual  of  his  day  had  so  much  of  the  feelingi 
of  the  ancient  puritans,  as  he  possessed.  In  pt^tics, 
he  was  so  jealous  of  delegated  power,  that  he  wouM 
not  have  given  our  constitutions  inherent  force  enoi^ 
for  their  own  preservation.  He  attached  an  es- 
clusive  Talue  to  the  habits  and  principles  in  which 
he  had  been  educated,  and  wished  to  adjust  wide 
concerns  too  closely  after  a  particular  model.  One 
of  his  colleagues,  who  knew  him  well,  and  estimated 
him  highly,  described  him  with  good  oatured  exag- 
geration in  the  following  manner :  "  Samuel  Adam< 
would  have  the  State  of  Massachusetts  govern  the 
Union,  the  Town  of  Boston  govern  MassachusettB, 
and  that  he  should  govern  the  Town  of  Boston,  and 
then  the  whole  would  not  be  intentionally  ilt-^TeiD> 
ed." 

It  was  a  sad  error  of  judgment  that  caused  him 
to  undervalue,  for  a  period  at  least,  the  services  of 
Washii^on  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  to 
think  that  his  popularity  when  President,  might  be 
dangerous.  Still,  these  unfounded  prejudices  were 
honestly  entertained,  and  sprang  naturally  from  hii 
disposition  and  doctrines.  Durii^  the  war,  he  was 
impatient  for  some  more  decisive  acti(»i,  than  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  commander  in  chief  for  a  loi^ 
time  to  bring  about ;  and  when  the  new  Constitution 
went  into  operation,  its  leanit^  towards  aristocracy. 
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which  was  the  absurd  imputation  of  ita  enemies,  and 
which  his  antifederal  bias  led  him  more  readily  to 
listen  to,  derrred  all  its  plausibility  from  the  just, 
generous,  and  universal  con6dence,  that  was  reposed 
in  the  chief  magistrate.  These  things  influenced 
bis  conduct  in  old  age,  when  he  was  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  while  the  extreme  heat  of  politi- 
cal feelings  would  have  made  it  impossible,  for  even 
a  much  less  poEitive  character  to  administer  any 
public  concerns  without  one  of  the  parties  of  that 
day  being  dissatisfied  But  all  these  circumstances 
are  to  be  disregarded,  in  making  an  estimate  of  his 
services.  He,  in  fact,  was  born  for  the  revolutionary 
epoch,  he  was  trained  and  nurtured  in  it,  and  all  his 
principles  and  views  were  deeply  imbued  with  the 
dislikes  and  partialities  which  were  created  during 
that  long  struggle.  He  belonged  to  the  revolution; 
I  all  the  power  and  peculiarity  of  his  charatiter  were 
^/developed  in  that  career,  and  his  share  in  public  lift 
A  under  a  subsequent  state  of  things,  must  be  consider- 
ed as  subordinate  and-unimportant. 

He  possessed  an  energy  of  wilt  that  never  falter- 
-  ad,  in  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  arbitrary 
plans  of  the  English  cabinet,  and  which  gradually 
ei^aged  him  to  strive  for  the  independence  of  the 
country.  Every  part  of  his  character  conduced  to 
this  determination.  His  private  habits,  which  were 
nmple,  frugal,  and  unostentatious,  led  him  to  despise 
the  luxury  and  parade  affected  by  the  crown  offi- 
cers; his  religious  tenets,  which  made  him  loath  the 
Tery  name  of  the  Eo^isb  church,  preserved  io  his 
36 
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mind  the  memory  of  ancient  persecutiong,  u  viridljr^ 
as  if  they  had  happened  yesterday,  and  as  anxiously, 
as  if  they  might  be  repeated  to-morrow;  his  de- 
testation of  royalty,  and  privileged  classes,  which  na 
man  could  have  felt  more  deeply — all  these  circunf 
stances  stimulated  him  to  perseverance  m  a  course, 
which  he  conscientiously  believed  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  pursue,  for  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

He  combined  in  a  remarkable  manner  all  the  ani- 
mosities and  all  the  firmness,  that  could  qualify  a 
man  to  be  the  assertor  of  the  rights  of  the  people* 
Had  he  lived  in  any  country  or  any  epoch,  whes 
abuses  of  power  were  to  be  resisted,  he  would  have 
been  one  of  the  reformers.  He  would  have  suffer* 
,  ed  excommunication  rather  than  have  bowed  to  pa- 
pal infallibility,  or  paid  the  tribute  to  St.  Peter ;  hft 
would  have  gone  to  the  stake,  rather  than  submit 
to  the  pKlatic  ordinances  of  Laud;  he  would  have 
mounled  the  scaffold,  sooner  than  pay  a  shillii^  cX 
illegal  ship-money;  he  would  have  fled  to  a  desert, 
rather  than  endure  the  profligate  tyranny  of  a 
Stuart ;  he  was  proscribed,  and  would  sooner  have 
been  condemned  as  a  traitor,  than  assent  to  &> 
illegal  tax,  if  it  had  been  only  a  six  penny  stamp  or 
an  insignificant  duty  on  Tea,  and  there  appeared  t» 
be  no  species  of  corruption  by  which  this  inflexibili- 
ty could  have  been  deslroyd. 

The  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated,  were  not 
a  sudden  ebullition  of  temper,  nor  a  transient  im- 
pulse of  resentment,  but  they  were  deliberate,  me- 
thodical and  unyielding.  There  was  no  pause,  oa 
hesitation,  do  despondency ;  every  day,  aod  erery 


UFE  Of  JAMES  OTIS.  277 

bour,  was  emf^oy ed  in  some  cootribution  towards  the 
main  design,  if  oot  in  action,  io  writii^ ;  if  not  with 
the  pen,  in  conversation ;  if  not  in  talking,  in  medita- 
tion. The  means  he  advised  were  persuasion,  peti- 
tion, remonstrance,  resolutions,  and  when  all  failed, 
defiance  and  externaination  sooner  than  submission. 
His  measures  for  redress  were  all  legitimate,  and 
where  the  extremity  of  the  case,  as  in  the  destruo- 
tion  of  the  tea,  absolutely  required  an  irregularity, 
a  vigour  beyond  the  law,  he  was  desirous  that  it 
might  be  redeemed  by  the  discipline,  good  order, 
and  sciupulous  integrity,  with  which  it  should  be 
effected. 

With  this  unrelenting  and  austere  spirit,  there 
was  nothing  ferocious,  or  gloomy,  or  arr<^;ant  in  his 
demeanour.  His  aspect  was  mild,  dignified  and 
gentlemanly.  In  his  own  state,  or  in  the  congress  of 
the  union,  he  was  always  the  advocate  of  the  strong- 
est measures,  and  in  the  darkest  hour  he  never 
wavered  or  desponded.  He  engaged  in  the  cause 
with  all  the  zeal  of  a  reformer,  the  confidence  of  an 
enthusiast,  and  the  cheerfulness  of  a  voluntary 
martyr.  It  was  not  by  brilliancy  of  talents,  or  pro- 
foundness of  learning,  that  he  rendered  such  essen- 
tial service  to  the  cause  of  the  revolution,  but  by 
his  resolute  decision,  his  unceasing  watchfulness,  and 
his  heroic  perseverance.  In  addition  to  these  quali- 
ties, his  efforts  were  consecrated  by  his  entire  supe- 
riority to  pecuniary  considerations ;  he,  like  most  of 
his  colleagues,  proved  the  nobleness  of  their  cause, 
by  the  vinufl  of  their  conduct :  and  Samuel  Adams, 
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after  bein^  bo  many  years  in  the  public  service,  and 
having  filled  so  many  eminent  etations,  must  have 
been  buried  at  the  public  expense,  if  the  afflictiiv 
death  of  an  only  son  had  not  remedied  this  hoooura* 
He  poverty. 


enatitrr  xsvoi. 

QuC|fHMi  regarding  eompeniatioH  to  the  niffertri  &y  the  Riof*—* 
CommiUee  in  inguire  about  Proilamaliont — OppaMUM  to  ibt 
Lienttttant  Govertwr't  act  in  the  Council — Arrhal  o^  a  imeJt 
hody  of  Troop*. 

The  Committee  of  Secresy,  which  had  been  apt 
pointed  to  sit  in  the  recess,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  receive  any  communica*. 
tions  from  the  Governor  respectii^  the  actors  in 
the  riots  of  the  preceding  year,  obtained  no  infor- 
mation from  him,  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 
In  October,  he  convened  the  legislature  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  granting  compensation  to  the 
sulferers.  After  much  discussion,  the  House,  by  a 
vote  of  44  to  36,  revised  to  make  a  remuneration. 
A  few  days  after,  a  motion  to  reconsider  this  mo- 
tion was  lost  by  the  same  majority,  but  with  increas- 
ed numbers;  51  to  43.  November  dth,  the  ques- 
tion W!is  modified  by  moving,  that  an  account  of  the 
fosses  should  be  prepared,  and  an  estimate  of  what 
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•ftch  tovm  would  have  to  pa^,  if  payment  should  be 
made  out  of  the  public  treasury  :  this  also  passed  in 
the  negative.  November  6th,  a  committee  was  or* 
dered  to  make  out  an  estimate,  to  be  printed  ;  and 
that  the  legislature  should  then  have  a  recess,  in 
order  to  consult  their  constituents.  They  assembled 
again  December  3d,  and  passed  the  bill  for  ** granting 
compensation  to  the  sufferers,  aod  general  pardon, 
indemnity,  and  oblivion,  to  the  offenders."  The  ' 
numbers  were  53  to  35 ;  Otis,  Adams,  Hancock, 
Hawley,  &:c.  being  in  the  affirmative.  The  Hou»«  . 
**  ordered  that  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Otis,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  resolve,08et-  i 
ting  forth  the  motives  which  induced  this  house  to 
pass  the  bill  for  granting  compensation,  &c  &c."  who 
reported  thereon  as  follows : 

^  Resolved,  that  this  House,  in  passing  the  bill 
for  granting  compensation  to  the  sufferers,  and  of 
free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion, 
to  the  oJlenders  in  the  late  times,  were  in6uenced 
by  a  loyal  and  grateful  regard  to  his  majestv^s 
most  mild  and  gi:aciou9  recommendation ;  by  a 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  illustrious  patrtms  o{ 
the  colonies  in  Great  Britain ;  and  for  the  sake  of 
internal  peace  and  order,  without  regard  to  any 
mterpretation  of  his  majesty's  recommendation  into  a 
requisition,  precluding  all  debate  and  controversy : 
and  under  a  full  persuasion,  that  the  sufferers  had 
no  just  claim  or  demand  on  the  Province  i  and 
that  this  compliance  ought  not  hereafter  to  be 
(Irawti  ipto  a  precedent.**    To  thjs  were  ^ded  two 
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Other  resolves^  one  purportii^  that  **  it  wu  tha 
indiapeoBible  duty  of  the  sufllerera  to  have  applied 
to  tlm^eoverameiit  here,  rather  than  to  the  govern- 
ment  at  home,"  and  another  to  remark,  that  bj 
the  resolutions  ^f  the  House  of  Commoos  it  appear- 
ed, that  the  riot»  about  the  Stamp  act  were  imput- 
ed to  the  resolves^f  certain  aseembhes  in  America, 
which  could  not  stpply  to  them,  as  their  resolves 
were  not  passed  till  ^wo  months  after  the  riots  had 
taken  place.  -' 

The  whole  history  of  this  transaction,  in  which 
the  parliament  and  the  ministry  took  so  much  inter- 
est, is  very  instructire,  and  highly  characteristic  of 
all  the  parties.  The  question  was  more  than  a  year 
in  agitation,  and  was  finally  settled  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  probably  would  not  then  hare  been  decid- 
ed, but  for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  resolution,  a 
regard  for  the  opinions  of  the  distii^ished  friends 
of  the  colonies  in  parliament.  The  Governor  and 
his  adherents  seized  on  the  excesses  committed  by  a 
mob  under  the  excitement  of  the  Stamp  act,  as  a 
pretext  for  perpetual  crimination  of  the  people  in 
his  government  He  was  constantly  repi'esenting  the 
province  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  in  order  to  effect 
his  favourite  object  of  obtaining  a  military  force, 
with  the  vain  expectation  of  mtimidating  the  patri- 
otic party.  The  troops,  indeed,  came  at  last,  and 
.  proved  the  profound  sagacity  of  Dr.  Franklin's  ob- 
servation to  the  House  of  Commons,  "  they  would 
not  find  a  rebellion ;  they  might  indeed  make  one.** 
Bernard,  backed  by  the  authority  of  parliament. 
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and  the  iostractions  of  the  ministry^  went  greatly 
beyond  the  language  of  either,  in  his  manner  of  de* 
manding  payment  for  the  losses.     The  tone  which 
he  assumed,  and  the  expressions  and   insinuations 
which  he  used,  were  so  utterly  offensive,  that  the 
legislature  were  repelled  from  considerii^  the  ques^ 
tion  amicably.     It  seemed  to  be  his  design  through- 
out, not  so  much  to  secure  the  compensation,  as  to 
have  it  granted  in  an  unconditional,  humiliatii^  man- 
ner ;  not  as  an  act  of  deliberate  justice  and  generosi* 
ty,  on  the  part  of  the  colony,  but  of  timid  subservien- 
cy to  the  requisition,  as  he  wished  it  to  be  ccfOBidxt^: 
ed,  of  Parliament,  though  the  House  of  Commottii  *  >^^^ 
had  been  satisfied  with  the  word  ^  recommendation/'        ^ 
The  parties  themselves,  who  were  to  receive  the 
money,  readily  aided  in  this  course  of  policy,  because 
it  gratified  their  ill  will  and  revenge:  The  delay       Jf^ 
was  of  less  consequence  to  them,  since  as  it  had  been 
a  parliamentary  concern,  they  were  certain  of  being 
ultimately    paid,    and,  if  the    payment  came  from 
that  side,  they  would  probably  have  gained  by  it,  as 
the  accounts  could  not  have  been  so  closely  scrutiniz- 
ed.    Perhaps  a  motive    of  this  kind,  joined  to  the 
wish  to  make  the  most  of  these  disturbances,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  the  aid  of  military  force,  induc- 
ed them  to  make  their  first  application  to  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament ;  which,  in  the  language  of  the  legis- 
lature,  ^  it  was  their  indispensible  duty''  to  have     . 
made  to  the  government  of  the  Province. 

The  character  of  the  legislature  and  its  leading 
members,  was  also  fully  tried  and  manifested  in  these 
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transactions.  They  saw,  from  the  first  moment,  the 
miscbierouB  use  that  would  be  made  of  these  ev 
ceases ;  which,  trifling  as  thej  were,  compared  with 
man;  that  had  happened  in  the  cities  of  Europe^ 
and  "even  at  the  door  of  the  royal  palace,"  thej 
regarded  with  heartfelt  int^ignation.  They  would 
willingly,  from  geoerosity  towards  the  sufferers,  have 
indemnified  them  for  their  losses.  But  these  indi- 
riduals  harii^  insidiously  applied  to  England  for  re- 
dress, the  legislature  viaa  placed  in  a  most  difficult 
dilemma.  The  recommendation  of  parliament  did 
not  come  very  gratefully  to  them,  while  they  were 
engaged  in  a  most  determined  and  scrupulous  resis* 
tance  to  all  attempts  at  disposing  of  their  property, 
by  a  legislature,  in  which  their  constituents  were 
not  represented ;  and  while  animated  by  the  most 
salutary  jealousy  of  every  measure  that  could  lead 
to  an  encroachment  on  their  rights.  But  the  qnes 
tion  was  completely  repugnant  and  intolerable,  whea 
the  governor  **  interpreted  the  recommendation  into 
a  requisition,"  and  seemed  far  more  anxious  to 
make  the  compliance  a  slavish  precedent,  than  an 
act  of  healing  mercy.  They  saw  all  the  mischief 
that  might  result,  and  knew  that  many  pestilent 
misrepresentations  were  made  to  their  disadvantage, 
whilst  the  affair  remained  unsettled.  This  was  one 
of  the  series  of  trials,  which  the  patriots  of  that  day 
had  to  undei^o.  The  gratification  of  their  own 
feelings,  in  the  passage  of  an  act  in  many  respects 
expedient,  was  resolutely  postponed,  as  long  as  it 
could  be  converted  into  an  inference  against  the 
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rights  of  the  colonies.  The  moderate  letter  of 
Lord  Shelburne,*  and  the  ttnie  which  the  Governor 
conseqbentlj  adopted,  prepared  the  way  for  a  set- 
tlemeot.  The  anxiety  which  it  gave  to  the  advo- 
cates of  the  colonies  in  parliament,  who  were  much 
annoyed  by  the  advantage,  which  the  administration 
derived  from  placing  this  transaction  in  an  odious 
light,  was  a  strong  inducement  to  the  passage  of  the 
act.  Yet  there  was  so  much  public  feeling  against 
the  measure,  that,  after  alt  the  exertions  and  influ- 
ence of  the  most  distinguished  patriots  in  the  house, 
the  majority  in  its  fav-our  was  not  very  large. 

During  the  same  session,  that  this  unpleasant  busi- 
ness was  settled,  other  proofs  were  given  of  the 
close  attention  that  was  paidf  to  every  step  of  an 
encroaching  administration. — Otie  was  made  chair- 
man of  a  committee,  to  examine  if  any  acts  of  par- 
liament had  been  inserted  in  the  province  law  book, 
by  order  of  the  governor 'and  council;  and,    also. 


•  MHUBchuHtti  3l*M  Papara,  p.  99.  In  conneiioo  with  ihit  lelter  alio 
■nay  bs  r*Bd  on  the  iMK  page,  Doe  (torn  the  ageiil,  Mr.  Deberdt,  of  AuEiin 
fitfa,  1768, 10  the  Speskar,  wbo  wciiri.  '>  Sinn  my  laai,  I  reeeiied  a  few  liuea 
bom  Lotd  Darunouth,  in  which  he  aays,  '  I  em  nrry  to  hekr  that  the  Aicem- 
bly  ol  Boitoa  tat  rtftutd  to  moke  the  indeianiflcaiiOD  reennxfubrf  by  Parlia- 
ineal.  New  Vork  hai  eoinplied."  He  goei  on  to  obaeirn,  «  Had  you  been 
ben' to  be  fully  apprind  of  the  long  riebale  which  your  friendg  iiippoiiei)  in  the 
HoOM  (o  obuiii  [be  word  '.  reconiniend'Hi  a  term,  enliiely  conilileDl  wiih  your 
libetty,  it  mutt  have  left  ■  grateful  impreaaion  on  your  mind,"  &c.  lit.  In  ibia 
•a  in  a  lubaequenl  teller,  he  urgea  compliance  aa  a  matter  of  conciliation,  and 
due  to  iha  extrtlona  in  their  behalf  of  their  frieDil>  in  Parliumenl. 

t  The  acl  wm  Bfleiwanla  iiegaliTed  by  the  king  in  council.  But  Ihe  aulTer' 
era  received  their  indemniScailon  from  the  province,  (invernor  Hiilrhinapa 
appeared  berDie  Ihe  houae  lo  return  them  thnnk;  pCTSonally  for  thaii  litionili- 
ty.     The  ramitntntr*!!  nMch  be  recaiTad  waa  3]»U.  IT).  Srf. 
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"  to  inquire,  at  large,  into  the  practise  of  mting  fov 
clamations  from  the  governor  and  council,  with  pro* 
mhe  of  reward  from  the  province  treasury,  for  eiK 
forcing  acts  of  Parliament"  This  committee  report' 
ed  a  message  on  the  Bubject ;  they  answered,  that  it 
had  been  done  by  the  orders  of  his  excellency  bj 
tlic  advice  of  council,  and  referred  the  house  to  him. 
It  was  voted,  that  this  answer  was  not  satisfactbry, 
and  Otis  and  others  were  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter  during  the  recess.  Thb  is  another  proof  oS 
the  jealousy  that  was  felt  respectii^  the  slightest 
innovation,  and  that  if  the  administration  were  seek- 
ing to  invade  the  rights  of  the  colony;  the  most 
clear-sighted,  vigilant  and  intrepid  guardians  were 
stationed  in  their  defence. 

At  the  winter  session  in  1767,  the  governor's 
speech  consisted  of  only  a  short  paragraph,  in  which 
he  recommends  *'  the  support  of  the  authority  of 
the  government,  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  of 
the  province,  and  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of 
the  people.'*  But  there  was  a  witness  to  the  speech 
that  occasioned  an  answer  of  some  length  from  the 
house.  This  witness  was  the  lieutenant  governor, 
wito  appeared  among  the  counsellors  at  the  deliveij 
of  this  speech.  The  governor,  constantly  angiy  and 
im|)atient  at  the  exclusion  of  his  partisans  from  the 
council,  recurred  to  the  expedient  probably  at  the 
suggestion  of  Hutchinson,  of  having  the  latter  take 
his  seat  as  member  of  it.  It  had  been  decided  on 
former  occasions,  that  the  lieutenant  governor  could 
not  sit  with  the  board,  when  the  governor  was  pre* 
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sent  The  house  in  their  answer,  object  strongly  to 
this  iatnisioD,  and  conclude  bj  sajrii^,  **  If  the  hon- 
ourable gentleman  was  mtroduced  by  your  excellen- 
cy, we  apprehend  that  the  happiest  means  of  sup- 
porting the  authority  of  the  government,  or  main- 
taining the  honour  of  the  province,  were  not  consulted 
therein.  But  if  he  came  in  and  took,  his  seat,  of  his 
own  motion,  we  are  constrained  to  say,  that  it  affords 
a  new  and  additional  instance  of  ambiticHi,  and  a  lust 
of  power,  to  what  we  bare  before  observed."  The 
goTemor  afterwards  requested  that  the  question 
might  subside  for  a  time.  He,  meanwhile  wrote  to 
obtain  instruction  from  the  ministry  in  support  of  it. 
The  legislature  now  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
watch  over  all  the  measures  of  government,  and  to 
resist  every  invasion  of  the  principles  of  the  charter, 
lest  an  infringement  in  one  particular,  should  be 
made  a  precedent  for  another.  Their  well  founded 
suspicion  of  the  dangerous  innovations  meditated  by 
governors  Bernard  and  Hutchinson,  maile  them  more 
pertinaciouBly  resbt  every  unconstitutional  step  on 
their  part,  however  slight  it  might  appear.  They 
therefore  appointed  a  committee,  Otis  being  chair? 
man,  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  agent,  that  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  representations  of  the  gov- 
ernor. After  displaying  fully  the  constitutional  ob- 
jections, and  enumerating  the  precedents  in  support 
of  them,  they  make  the  following  personal  objee-^ 
tions.  *^  We  cannot  but  think  this  attempt  of  his 
honour  the  more  unnatural,  as  he  has  so  long  enjoy- 
ed every  honour  and  favour  in   the  power  of  his 
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native  countrj  to  confer  upon  him.  Some  of  his 
high  offices  are  so  iDcompatible  with  others  of  them, 
that  In  all  probability  thej  never  will  hereafter  be, 
as  they  never  were  heretofore,  thus  accumulated  bj 
any  man.  This  gentleman  was  for  jears  together, 
lieutenant  governor,  counsellor,  chief  justice  of  the 
province,  and  a  judge  of  probate.  Three  of  these 
lucrative,  as  well  as  honorary  places,  he  now  enjoys, 
and  yet  is  not  content.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  how 
undue  an  influence  the  two  first  must  give. — "The 
office  of  a  chief  justice  is  most  certainly  incompatible 
with  that  of  a  politician.  The  cool  and  impartial 
administration  of  common  justice,  can  never  harmo- 
nize with  the  meanders  and  windings  of  a  modem 
politician.  The  integrity  of  the  judge  may  some- 
times embarrass  the  politician,  but  there  is  infinitely 
more  danger  in  the  long  run,  of  the  politician's  spoil- 
ing the  good  and  upright  judge.  This  has  often 
been  the  case,  and  in  the  course  of  things  may  be 
expected  agaia" 

At  this  same  session  a  question  arofie  respecting  a 
small  body  of  troops  that  arrived  in  the  harbour. 
The  house  requested  to  know  of  the  executive,  if 
any  expenses  had  been  incurred  on  account  of  the 
province,  and  by  whose  orders,  and  if  any  more 
troops  were  exjiected?  He  replied,  that  they  had 
been  put  into  quarters  at  the  castle  and  sup^ied  . 
with  fuel  and  candles  by  order  of  the  governor  and 
council ;  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  other 
troops  comii^  here,  except  from  private  report. 
The  house  remonstrated  agaiiKt  this    measure,  as 
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appropriating  the  money  of  the  province  without  its 
consent,  and  obnoxious  to  the  same  objections  that 
operated  againt  the  late  stamp  act.  He,  in  answer 
stated,  that  what  he  had  done,  was  a  matter  of 
course,  and  that  within  forty-eight  hours,  he  had 
commuracated  it  to  them,  not  being  able  to  do  it 
sooner.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  in  other  times,  such 
Eio  affair  as  this  would  not  have  been  noticed,  but  the 
most  rigid  adherence  to  constitutional  principles 
Was  now  fltemly  maintained.  It  was  probably  also 
their  intention  to  keep  public  sentiment  alive  to 
the  design  of  quartering  a  military  force  upon  them, 
with  which  they  were  threatened.  Otis,  Hawley, 
Adams,  &c.  were  on  the  committee,  which  sufficient- 
ly proves  the  importance  attached  to  the  subject  by 
the  house. 

At  the  session  in  May,' after  delivering  his  speech, 
which  was  short,  the  Governor  sent  a  message  to 
inform  the  house,  that  a  small  detachment  consist- 
ing of  a  lieutenitnt  and  twenty-seven  men,  belong- 
ing to  a  regiment  at  Halifax,  had  arrived  in  the 
harbour ;  and  by  advice  of  council,  he  wished  the 
house  would  make  provision  for  them.  This  Bhcw- 
ed  the  dispute  of  the  former  session  was  not  with- 
out its  use.  It  was  in  consequence  resolved,  "  that 
such  provision  be  made  for  these  men,  while  they 
remain  here,  as  has  been  heretofore  usually  made  for 
his  majesty's  regular  troopii,  when  occasionally  io 
this  provbcc ;  and  that  the  commissary  gonerd 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  see  that  this  re- 
etAve  be  pat  in  execution.** 
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eiMtitrr  XXX. 


•Vnv    Dviii*    Impoted — Board    of  Commiuvtneri  Ettahliiked 
Totr»-^neetiitg*  <M  that  Sybjtett — Conunittu  ofihe  Ligitlaitm 
on  i'it6Jtc  Affain—ExtraeU/rom  (J^  Reporf. 

In  the  year  1767,  Parliament  passed  the  act,  lay- 
ing a  duty  oD  certain  articles  imported  into  the  co- 
lonies, and  established  a  board  for  the  management 
of  the  customs,  vested  with  the  power  of  appointing 
as  many  subordinate  officers  as  they  might  think  pro- 
per.  This  act  excited  great  alarm,  and  the  vesa- 
tioos  and  inconveniences  that  followed  it,  were  very 
truly  anticipated.  A  town  meeting  was  held  in 
Boston,  in  October,  to  consider  the  state  of  affairs. 
Of  this  meeting,  Otis  was  the  moderator.  He  had 
been  gradually  relinquishing  his  professitHial  prac- 
tice, and  the  care  of  his  private  concerns,  to  devote 
himself  almost  exclusively  to  those  of  the  public, 
•which  grew  rapidly  more  arduous  and  interesting. 
Whether  in  the  legislature  or  out  of  it,  his  name  ap- 
pears the  first  in  every  remonstrance  and  struggle 
against  arbitrary  measures,  that  were  almost  daily 
assuming  more  form  and  consistence.  To  ^ist  ; 
these  new  acts  for  raising  a  revenue,  the  people  re- 
solved in  their  primary  meetings,  to  disuse  the  arti- 
cles taxed.  At  this  meeting  in  Boston,  which  is  an 
example  of  them  all,  resolves  were  passed,  unani- 
mously, against  the   consumpticHi  of  the  obnoxious 
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merchandise,  in  favour  of  economy,  particularly  in 
certain  parts  of  dress,  against  expensive  funerals 
and  mourning ;  and  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible 
the  use  of  domestic  manufactures,  such  as  woollen^ 
linen,  paper,  glass,  &c.  Committees  of  the  most 
respectable  citizens  were  appointed  to  promote 
these  views,  and  the  foundation  laid  by  voluntary 
agreements,  for  the  subsequent  non-importation  acts. 
These  measures  created  some  alarm  among  the 
manufacturers  in  England,  and  gave  rise  to  inquiries 
as  to  the  expediency  of  sacrificing  such  a'valuable 
trade  as  that  with  the  colonies,  for  the  sake  of  these 
new  duties,  and  whether  it  was  not  risking  the  sub- 
stance in  trying  to  grasp  its  shadow.  The  agents 
of  the  government  were  constantly  endeavouring  to 
furnish  the  means  of  counteracting  these  inauspicious 
doubts ;  which  were  confidently  used  by  the  adhe- 
rents of  the  ministry,  both  in  parliament  and  in  the 
newspapers,  to  satisfy  the  public  that  there  was  no 
danger.  Governor  Bernard  represented  some  of 
these  measures  to  be,  ^  the  last  efforts  of  an  expir- 
ing faction,^'  at  the  very  period,  when  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  colonies  were  becoming  more 
alarmed,  irritated,  and  unanimous.* 

*  The  following  extract  from  a  commuDication  io  the  Boston  Gazette^  of 
Maj  Sdy  1768,  alludes  to  some  of  these  representations,  paiticularlj  in  regard 
to  the  Boston  town-meetiug,  of  the  preceding  October.  Alderman  Trtco- 
thick  mentioned  in  it,  was  a  man  of  great  wealth,  and  connected  by  marriage 
with  some  fomilies  in  Boston.  He  was  opposed  in  his  election,  by  the  min- 
isterialists ;  and  one  prominent  objection  to  him  was,  that  he  had  been  in  this 
country,  and  would  be  partial  to  the  Americans.  A  writer  io  one  of  the  En- 
glish papers  at  the  time,  sailed  hold  of  this  circumstance,  with  masterly  ad- 
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The  acta  of  Parliament,  establishii^  a  board  of 
customs  aod  new  imposts,  produced  a  deep  EensatKHi 
in  the  colonies.  Every  fresh  attack  on  colonial 
rights  only  extended  the  lines  and  multiplied  the 
ranks  of  defence.  In  Massachusetts,  they  were  the 
cause  of  measures  which  increased  the  acrimonious 
feelings  between  the  people,  and  the  admiDistration 
on  both  sides  the  ocean.  Resistance,  that  had  hith- 
erto proceeded  with  cautious  steps,  now  advanced 

dreM,  knd  B^ki  what  ii  to  bccoDM  of  iba  doclriiw,  itrat  tb*  coloDiM  oiifbt  !• 
■ubmit  10  tuai,  bccauH  Ibcy  weie  mrtuaUy  repreNnled,  whsn  Aldsinian  T. 
Krai  objected  lo  and  oppoied,  ineralj,  bccaun  he  had  bttn  (m  a  ebon  lime 
ia  America  ! — "  I  £nd  bj  ib«  laie  London  papcit,  ih*I  lundiy  complete  blun- 

deibuuea,  and  among  oihcn,  one  whoie  eignature  it  Old  England^  have 
thrown  Ihemielves  into  a  prl ting  chafe,  at  Ihs  measures  of  Ihii  [own  and 
Countrj.  [  knon  not  if  '  Old  England,'  be  a  near  relatian  to  John  Btlil :  but 
certainly  all  these  aciibblers  might  hi  welt  nvc  and  baik  al  Ibe  oioon. 
These  meaiuTci  either  affect  Great  Britain,  or  the;  do  oot.  B7  the  scolding, 
■ha  i>  affected.  If  so,  the  measures  will  be  persiiied  in,  till  mother  ii  brought 
to  ber  senKG,  l(  the  ii  not  affected,  why  need  the  Jackasses  bray  >  Ai  ta 
Mr.  Alderman  Trecoihick'a  election,  I  (eel  very  indifferent :  First,  becauae 
I  observe  he  ii  a  mighty  dangler  ifier  Bishops,  ai  mciety-meetings,  JtCc.  &c. 
Secondly,  bia  pecuniary  iuterait,  which  aaver  yet  lied,  requires  that  he  afaould 
prefer  ■  aiigarstlck,  a  turtle,  or  guaoa,  ta  the  wheat  fields,  iheep  Tolda,  and 
fliberiee  of  the  north.  It  it  homTer  droll  enough  to  perceive  wretches  en- 
dasTOuring  to  persuade  the  people  of  England,  that  Ifae  votes  of  3,  sometime* 
80  to  1  ia  the  assembly,  carried  in  the  teeth,  eyes  and  inuns  of  power,  are 
'  turt  tigru  of  Iht  latt  tffarli  0/  on  acpiring  faclion  '  But  above  all  things 
picluteaque,  it  the  account  of  one  of  the  iviseactes,  isceivad  at  it  ia  evident 
from  another,  in  Boston,  that  there  was  not  a  man  ai  iht  meeting  but  Mr. 
Otis,  <  the  president,  mouth  and  trumpeter,  and  alirm  bell  of  all  North  Ameri- 
oan  maleiolence  and  fury,'— ■  That  he  insolently  presumed  to  choOK  bimMlf 
into  office,  and  then  sat  bb  a  chairman  of  a  mob'  (consisting  only  of  his  own 
proper  perion.)  ■  That  by  hit  ipse  dixit  he  passed,  and  with  his  awn  hand 
recorded,  and  by  his  own  authority  published,  the  resolves  against  mustard, 
muffs,  tippets,  and  French  cambric.  That  he  then  declared  said  reaolves,  as 
unanimous,'  (as  well  he  might  if  tberr  was  no  man  to  gainsay  or  contradict  . 
him,)  <  Finally  thai  there  are  no  such  persons  existing,  as  he  Dominated  and 
publlibed,  as  commitue-mtD  and  liusteei  to  obtain  subscriptions '' " 
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with  rapid  strides ;  the  spirit  of  the  people  shewing 
itself  equal  to  the  difficulties  that  beset  them,  and 
rising  as  thej  were  accumulated. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1767,  John  DickinsoD  of 
Delaware,  one  of  the  most  zealous  patriots  and  able 
writers  of  that  period,  wrote  that  celebrated  seines  . 
of  essays  called  the  **  Farnut^s  Letters.^  Before 
committing  them  to  the  press,  he  sent  them  to  Otis 
for  his  opinion,  with  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
passage  is  an  extract:  "  dth,  I2th  month  1767. — la 
my  gratitude,  to  your  Prorioce  in  general,  I  do  not 
foi^t  the  obligations  which  all  Americans  are  un- 
der to  you  in  particular,  for  the  indefatigable  zeal 
and  undaunted  courage,  you  have  shewn  in  defending 
their  rights.  My  opinion  of  your  love  for  your 
country,  induces  me  to  commit  to  your  hands  the 
inclosed  letters,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  think  pro* 
per,  not  intendir^  to  give  out  any  other  copy — I 
have  shewn  them  to  three  men  of  learning  who  are 
my  friends.  They  think  with  me,  that  the  most 
destructive  consequences  must  follow,  if  these  colo- 
nies do  not  instantly,  vigorously,  and  unanimously 
unite  themselves  in  the  same  manner  they  did 
against  the  Stamp  Act.  Perhaps  they  and  I  are 
mistaken.  I  therefore  send  the  piece  containing 
the  reasons  for  this  opinion  to  you,  who  I  know  can 
determine  their  worth.'*  Otis  of  course  wsis  anitious 
that  they  should  be  immediately  published.  I'here 
were  no  papers,  which  engaged  public  opinion  more 
strongly,  than  these  interesting,  argumentative,  and 
animated  letters.  At  Otis's  suggestion,  the  town  of 
38 
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Boston  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  author,  which 
exanjple  was  followed  by  the  town  of  Prorideoce 
and  many  others. 

The  speech  of  the  Governor,  at  the  openii^  of 
the  winter  session  in  1768,  merely  related  to  some 
boundary  lines  between  this  Province  and  some  of 
the  adjoining  ones.  The  house  soon  appointed  a 
committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the  situatim 
of  public  affairs.  The  number  and  the  names  of 
this  committee  will  shew,  how  much  importance  was 
attached  to  their  deliberations.  It  consisted  of  the 
Speaker  (Mr.  Cushing,)  Colonel  Otis,  Mr.  Adams, 
Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Hancock,  Captain 
SheafTe,  Colonel  Bowers,  and  Mr.  Dexter. 

This  committee  reported  a  petition  to  the  king, 
a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Deberdt,  (the  agent,)  letters  to 
Lord  Shelburne,  General  Conway,  the  Marquis  of 
Rockbgham,  Lord  Camden,  Lord  Chatham',  and 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  dated  be- 
tween the  12th,  and  the  20th,  of  January.  They 
afterwards  reported  a  circular  letter  to  the  several 
speakers  of  the  houses  of  assembly  in  the  other  colo- 
nies. A  copy  of  this  memorable  paper,  was  two 
days  after  laid  before  the  Governor,  in  order,  "  that 
all  cfTeclual  methods  should  be  taken  to  cultivate 
harmony  between  the  several  branches  of  this  go- 
vernment." At  the  same  time  this  was  done,  the 
committee,  of  whom  Otis  was  the  chairman,  were 
directed  to  request  his  Excellency,  to  communicate 
to  the  house  the  letter  of  Lord  Shelburne,  which 
he  had  read  to  them  in  his  speech,  and  also  copies 
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of  his  own  letters,  to  which  it  alluded.  In  answer, 
he  referred  them  to  the  copy  which  he  had  left 
with  the  speaker,  on  condition  that  no  other  should 
be  taken :  with  regard  to  ^  his  own  letters,  he  knew 
of  none  that  could  be  of  any  use  to  them  on  this  oc- 
casion.^'  The  house  made  a  long  reply,  in  which 
they  inferred  very  justly  from  Lord  Shelburne's 
despatches,  that  injurious  misrepresentations  of  their 
proceedings  in  the  choice  of  counsellors,  had  been 
made  to  his  lordship,  and  therefore  that  these 
copies  would  have  been  important  to  them.  They 
give  their  reasons,  why  they  have  a  right  to  pre- 
sume, that  the  misapprehensions  of  his  lordship,  in 
regard  to  their  conduct,  must  have  been  founded  on 
the  statements  made  by  the  Governor.  As  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  inserted  in  one  of  their  messages,  and 
thus  published  in  the  newspapers,  the  Governor 
consented,  though  with  evident  reluctance,  that  the 
whole  might  appear.  There  were  two  reasons  for 
his  unwillingness ;  first,  this  official  despatch  proved, 
that  he  had  made  very  angry  representations  against 
the  legislature,  and  the  other  was  that  it  contained 
a  strong  censure  in  the  negative  way,  upon  Bernard. 
Because  it  cautioned  him  i^inst  ^the  extremes 
even  of  legal  right ;^  and  the  assurance,  that  his 
majesty  would  give  him,  ^  his  countenance  and  pro- 
tection in  every  constitutional  measure,^'  is  accom- 
panied with  this  proviso ;  ^  it  will  be  your  care  and 
your  duty  to  avail  yourself  of  such  protection,  in 
those  cases  only^  where  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
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majesty's  goTCrnment  is  reall}',  either  mediately,  or 
immediately  concerned.** 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  sesaitm,  the  Go- 
Temor  communicated  to  the  house,  a  scurrilous 
piece  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  alludii^  to  him,  tbou^ 
without  any  name,  as  being  a  tyrant,  seekii^  to  io* 
troduce  arbitrary  power,  &c  The  house  in  re|^y, 
regret  that  his  Excellency  should  have  any  appre- 
hension of  danger,  to  the  being  or  dignity  of  his 
majesty's  government,  from  any  publication  in  the 
newspapers.  That  they  hare  examined  this  |»ece, 
and  find  no  one  named  in  it,  and  do  not  think  it 
worth  attention.  The  liberty  of  the  press,  they 
call  the  great  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  people. 
The  process  for  punishing  offences  of  the  press, 
they  thought  sufhcieot  in  the  present  emergency; 
but,  they  should,  "  at  all  times  be  ready  to  support 
the  Executive  power,  whenever  any  extraordinary 
aid  shall  become  needful."* — "The  Governor  the 


*  Gnntnor  Becnaid  In  &  Icttei  to  Lord  Shelbunie,  of  Mwcfa  SO,  ITSt, 
(irei  *  long  kccoimt  of  thii  trRuinclion,  iDil  Btlaclwi  to  it  a  vai]>  uailufim- 
ponaoce,  ea  ba  wai  apt  lo  do  in  moit  riKi,  where  he  vas  peraonaUj  cbn- 
earoed.  Speaking  of  the  mestage  of  Ibe  houM,  be  xya,  "  tba  hcdoa  canM 
their  poioti  by  email  najariliei ;  upoD  tba  laat  quealion  ttae  Dumbeii  ware  SB 
to  30,  the  greater  of  whicb  is  about  one  third  pari  of  the  whole  houie  i  upon 
Ihi*  occasion  Olli  behaved  like  ■  madman  ;  he  abuced  every  oAe  in  aulbority, 
and  fltpeciaUjr  Iha  council  in  tb*  groneal  lerme. — 71m  neit  moininj  Im  cbdw 
into  ibe  council  chamtMr,  before  the  Iraard  met,  and  having  read  the  coun- 
eiTi  addreGt,  he  witb  oaihs  and  imprecailoni  vowed  vengeance  upon  the 
whole  council  at  the  next  elGction,  and  told  one  couniellDr  who  happrnad  lo 
be  thaia,  thai  he  never  riiould  til  at  thai  board  after  hit  year  waa  oul,  Thia 
ia  Ibe  man  who  makei  auch  a  dialutbance  about  mj  uaing  laj  negative,  In  (be 
■ppoinlnent  of  counaellon;  the  annual  eleclioa  of  wlioni  i>  the  cBnkerwailD 
of  the  conniluiiao  of  Ihia  government."  Governor  Bernard  waa  perpetually 
•Mimplainhig  againat,  and  miirapreaeming  Otii;  a  favoaiite  to]^  lor  this  lai* 
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next  day  ddivered  a  speech,  coDtaintng  violent  cei>- 
sures  of  the  house,  imputing  all  the  troubles  to  a 
few  factious  men,  to  whom,  ^*  everlasting  contention 
is  necessary  ;^'  and  concluding  with  praising  the 
council,  whose  merit  he  ju'omised  to  represent  to 
his  majesty. 

The  several  letters  and  addresses  reported  by  the 
c(»unittee  before  mentioned,  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  of  those  sincere  and  masterly  state  pa-^ 
pers,  which  were  produced  during  the  period  pre- 
ceeding  the  epoch  of  the  American  revolution. 
There  can  be  no  preparatory  study  more  useful  for 
a  statesman,  in  a  free  country  at  least,  than  th^ 
whole  series  of  American  documents*  The  interest 
which  they  excite  is  much  enhanced,  by  the  gradu* 
al  change  of  feeling  and  of  tone  correspondent  to  it 
When  the  colonies  first  began  to  complain  of  the  ar- 
bitrary designs  against  them,  they  considered  the 
system  as  founded  in  mistake  and  misapprehension,  on 
the  part  of  the  ministers  and  the  parliament ; 
and  they  looked  for  redress  from  the  sovereign, 
with  an  earnest  and  affectionate  confidence.  Their 
£r8t  addresses  to  him  are  filled  with  overflowii^ 
loyalty,  and  with  evident  anxiety  to  secure  his  re<* 
gard  and  protection.  When  their  resistance,  aided 
by  some  fortunate  accidents,  had  effected  a  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  act,  they  gave  free  scope  to  the  most  ex- 

ter  purpose  was  to  ozaggerate  his  warmth  and  violence;  and  though  in  this 
taspect  he  might  perhaps  have  served  for  a  mirror,  yet  the  Governor  who  was 
remarkable  for  his  vehemence  and  uritabilityy  never  saw  in  the  oonducl  he 
leprobated,  a  reflection  of  btmseif. 
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travagant  rejoicings;  although  the  lowerbg  aspect 
of  the  sky  indicated,  that  the  paasii^  cloud  which 
had  overcast  the  land,  was  only  the  precursor  of  a 
lasting,  malignant,  desolating  Btorm.  When  they 
saw  the  plan  of  raising  a  revenue  was  to  be  persisted 
in,  they  were  disappointed,  but  not  intimidated; 
they  became  less  sanguine,  and  more  resolute. 
Their  expectation  of  redress  was  fainter,  but  their 
determination  to  ultimate  resistance  more  apparent. 
Their  indignation  against  the  colonial  officers,  to 
whom,  naturally  enaugh  indeed,  they  attributed  a 
larger  agency  in  the  measures,  than  they  were  ever 
antrueted  with,*  was  frank  and  cordial.  The  minis- 
try they  considered  unfeeling  oppressors ;  and  their 
respect  for  the  parliament  was  vastly  lessened,  when 
they  saw  a  lai^e  majority  of  it  contumeltously  dis- 
regarding all  their  representations,  and  lendii^  them- 
selves without  examination  to  the  measures  of  the 
ministers,  from  a  blind  and  selfish  expectation  of 
shifting  their  own  burthens  upon  others.  To  the 
sovereign,  also,  they  held  an  altered  and  more  re- 
served tone,  because  their  former  enthusiastic  coo- 
fidence  in  his  justice  and  affection  towards  them, 
would  have  seemed  sarcastic ;  but  their  language  was 
still  respectful,  loyal,  and  dignified.     Those  who  look 

*  Tht  Crowp  officer!,  in  the  coloniet,  «era  not  ihe  antbon  of  Americas 
taxalion,  but  thejr  iheved  iheniaelve*  in  almoit  every  cbk  the  wiUinf  ■genu; 
their  repreMnutioni,  eipeciallj  in  MMuchuKtta,  suggeited  Ihe  meaoi  of 
ezecutiDg  it.  Tbef  procured  Ihe  BwiiliDce  of  a  militarj  force,  wbidi 
they  consdend  an  infnilible  remedy — luch  indeed  it  proved,  for  the  dieordet 
was  thui  brought  to  a  cti^  nt  once,  which  might  else  have  lingered  for  yean; 
Ihe  patient  waa  eurad,  but  tlw  Doctor  and  the  remedy  irere  diegraced. 
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at  these  public  documenta,  with  a  view  to  obeerye 
their  indication  of  sentiment^  will  perceive,  that 
after  a  period  of  increasing  distress,  and  stem  re- 
monstrance, when  the  moment  of  defiance  approach- 
ed and  the  scabbard  was  to  be  thrown  away,  while 
their  hands  were  on  the  hilt  and  the  sword  was  not 
yet  drawn,  that  at  this  moment,  the  sentiments, 
though  solemn,  earnest,  and  energetic,  were  still  per- 
suasive, warning,  and  almost  imploring.  Eloquence, 
argument,  with  the  most  masculine  plainness  and  sin- 
cerity, pervade  and  ennoble  many  of  these  composi- 
tions. 

The  petition  to  the  king  on  this  occasion,  begins 
thus ;  ^  Most  gracious  sovereign,  your  majesty's  faith- 
ful subjects,  the  representatives  of  your  province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  with  the  warmest  sentiments 
of  loyalty,  duty  and  affection,  beg  leave  to  approach 
the  throne,  and  to  lay  at  your  majesty's  feet,  their 
humble  supplications  in  behalf  of  your  distressed 
subjects,  the  people  of  this  province." — This  style 
was  certainly  submissive  enough  .in  these  patriots. 
They  go  on  to  give  a  rapid  and  condensed  summary 
of  the  origin  of  their  settlements  here,  and  the  char- 
ters which  ratified  their  rights,  and  appeal  to  him  to 
maintain  and  preserve  them.  They  thus  allude  to 
the  revenue  acts,  of  which  they  complain.  ^^  It  is 
with  the  deepest  concern,  that  your  humble  suppli- 
ants would  represent  to  your  majesty,  that  your 
parliament,  the  rectitude  of  whose  intentions  is 
never  to  be  questioned,  has  thought  proper  to  pass 
divers  acts,  imposing  taxes  on  your  majesty's  subjects 
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io  AmericAf  with  the  sole  and  express  purpose  at 
raisii^  a  reveuue.  If  jour  majesty's  subjects  her* 
^all  be  deprived  of  the  honour  and  privilege  of 
ToluDtarilj  contributing  their  aid  to  your  Majeatyf  in 
supporting  your  govemmeDt  and  authority  in  the 
province,  and  defending  and  securing  your  r^;hts  and 
territories  in  America,  which  they  have  always 
hitherto  done  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness;  if  these 
acts  of  parliament  shall  remain  in  force^  and  your 
maje8ty*8  Commons  in  Great  Britain  shall  coDtiiHW 
to  exercise  the  power  of  granting  the  property  o£ 
their  fellow  subjects  in  this  province,  your  peoxJe 
must  then  regret  their  unhappy  fate  in  havii^  only 
the  name  left  of  free  subjects." — They  afterwarda 
say,  that  they  consider  a  representation  of  the  pro- 
vince i^arliament  impracticable,  and  conclude  with 
asking  V^lief  in  such  a  manner  as  in  your  majesty's 
great  wisdom  and  clemency  shall  seem  meet.'* 

The  letter  to  Lord  Shelbume,  occupies  the  same 
ground  in  some  degree,  but  the  constitutional  argu> 
ments,  su^estions  as  to  the  policy,  as  well  as  justice  of 
the  acts  which  they  oppose,  are  more  elaborately  and 
freely  explained.  The  following  paragraph  recounts 
their  origin.  "  Your  lordship  is  jiot  insensible  that 
our  forefathers  were,  in  an  unhappy  reign,  drivcB 
into  this  wilderness  by  the  hand  of  power.  At  tbeir 
own  expense  they  crossed  an  ocean  of  three  thou- 
sand miles,  and  purchased  an  inheritance  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  with  the  view  of  propagat- 
ing the  christian  religion,  and  eolargmg  the  Ei^isb 
dominion  in  this  distant  part  of  the  earth.    Through 
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the  indulgent  smiles  of  kearen  up(Mi  them,  though 
not  without  hardship  and  fatigue,  unexperienced,  and 
perhaps  hardly  to  be  conceived  by  their  brethren 
and  fellow  subjects  in  their  native  land ;  and  with  the 
constant  peril  of  their  lives  from  a  numerous  race  of 
Baen,  as  barbarous  and  cruel,  and  yet  as  warlike,  as 
any  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  they  increas- 
ed their  numbers,  and  enlarged  their  settlttient 
They  obtained  a  charter  from  king  Chadp  the 
first,  wherein  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  Kcognize 
to  them,  a  liberty  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  conscience ;  a  blessii^  whichf^jjii 
those  mihappy  times  was  denied  to  them  in  tjjttt 
own  country ;  and  the  rights,  liberties,  privilegednd 
immunities  of  his  natural  bom  subjects  withivthe  % 

realm.  This  charter  they  enjoyed,  having  nnctual- 
ly  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  it,  till  it  was  v^^ed,  as 
we  conceive  arbitrarily,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  second.  After  the  revolution,  that  grand  era  of 
British  liberty,  when  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 
of  glorious  and  blessed  memory,  were  established  on 
the  throne,  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  obtained 
another  charter,  in  which  the  most  essential  rights  -  ^ 

and  privileges,  contained  in  the  former,  were  restor- 
ed to  them.  Thus  blessed  with  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
lishmen, they  continued  to  increase  and  multiply,  till 
as  your  lordship  knows,  a  dreary  wilderness  is  become 
a  fruitful  field,  and  a  grand  source  of  national  wealth 
and  glory." 

In  the  course  of  their  letter,  they  express  to  him 
very  significantly,  their  fears  that  they  ha>  ^  been 

39 
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misrepresented,  but  relj  on  him  to  do  them  justice. 
At  the  close  of  it,  thej  introduce  an  appellation  that 
ap|>ear9  for  the  first  lime,  at  least,  in  the  state, papen 
of  Massachusetts — *^  They  apply  to  yuu  as  a  friend 
to  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  of  British  subjects. 
As  Americans,  they  implore  your  lordship's  patroi> 
age,  and  beseech  you  to  represent  their  grtevaDces 
to  the  kir^,  our  sovereign,  and  to  employ  your  hap 
py  influence  for  their  relief. 

In  the  letter  to  the  marquis  of  Rockii^ham,  they 
allude  to  the  question  of  independency  which,at  that 
time  they  were  without  doubt  perfectly  sincere  Id 
disclaimit^,  though  they  were  equally  bo  at  last  in 
cherishing  it  when  forced  upon  them. 
1'  "  Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  say,  that  you  will 
noi  adopt  a  system  of  arbitrary,  rule  over  the  colo* 
nies;  nor  do  ■  tlierwise  than  strenuously  resist,  where 
attempts  shall  be  made  to  throw  off  that  depend* 
ence,  to  which  the  colonies  ought  to  submit  And 
your  lordship,  with  great  impartiality,  adds, '  not  only 
for  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain,  but  for  their 
own  real  happiness  and  safety.' 

"  This  house,  my  lord,  have  the  honour  heartily  to 
join  with  you  in  sentiment ;  and  they  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  their  constituents.  So  sensible  are  they  of 
their  happiness  and  safety,  in  their  union  with,  and 
dependence  upon,  the  mother  country,  that  they  - 
would  by  no  means  be  inclined  to  accept  of  an  inde> 
pendency,  if  offered  to  them.  But,  my  lord,  they 
intrcat  your  consideration,  whether  the  colonies  have 
not  reason  to  fear  some  danger  of  arbitnuy  rule  over 
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tltenv  when  the  supreme  power  pf  the  nation  has 
thought  proper  to  impose  taxes  cm  his  Majesty's 
Ameriqan  subjects,  with  the  sole  and  express  pur- 
pose of  raising  a  revenue,  and  without  their  consent''  /t 

The  letter  to  the  agent,  furnishes  him  with  all  the 
principles  and  arguments  to  be  used  in  defence  of 
their  rights,  and  in  reference  to  justice  and  reason 
only,  are  unanswerable.  It  was  not,  however,  rea- 
son and  justice,  but  ambition  and  avarice,  that  bore 
away.  The  first  of  the  followii^  paragraphs  will 
flbew  how  extensive  and  well  founded  were  their 
apprehensions;  and  the  second  was  a  favourite  mode 
with  Otis,  to  illustrate  the  topic  of  property,  that 
he  often  used. 

^  When  the  parliament,  soon  after  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  act,  thought  proper  to  pass  anojther  act, 
declaring  the  authority,  power,  and  right  of  parlia- 
ment, to  make  laws  that  should  be  binding  on  the 
colonies,  in  all  cases  whatever,  it  is  probable  that 
acts  for  levying  taxes  on  the  colonies,  external  and  in- 
ternal, were  included;  for  the  act  made  the  last  year, 
imposing  duties  on  paper,  glass,  &;c.,  as  well  as  the 
sugar  acts,  and  the  stamp  act,  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  form  as  well  as  in  substance,  as  much 
Revenue  acts,  as  those  for  the  land  tax,  customs  and 
excises  in  England.  The  necessity  of  establishing  a 
revenue  in  America,  is  expressly  mentioned  in  the 
preamble ;  they  were  originated  in  the  honourable 
House  of  Commons,  as  all  6ther  money  and  revenue 
bills;  and  the  property  of  the  colonies,  with  the 
sanu?  form,  ceremony,  and  expre^iops  of  loyalty  and 
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duty,  ia  thereby  ^veo  and  granted  to  his  mvmty^  u 
they  usually  give  and  grant  their  own.  But  we 
humbly  cooceire,  that  objectioDS  to  acts  of  this  kind 
may  be  safely,  if  decently  made,  if  they  are  of  dao- 
geroua  tendency  in  point  of  commerce,  policy,  and 
the  true  and  real  interests  of  the  whole  empire.  It 
may,  and  if  it  can,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  appear, 
that  such  acts  are  grievous  to  the  subject,  burthen* 
some  to  trade,  ruinous  to  the  nation,  and  tendii^  oa 
the  whole,  to  injure  the  revenue  of  the  crown. 
And  surely,  if  such  mighty  inconreoiences,  evils,  and 
mischiefs,  can  be  pointed  out  with  decency  and  per- 
spicuity, there  will  be  tho  highest  reason,  not  rally 
to  hope  for,  but  fully  to  expect,  redress." 

"  It  ia  obseryable,  that  though  many  have  disre- 
garded life,  and  contemned  liberty,  yet  there  are  few 
who  do  not  agree  that  property  is  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition, which  ought  to  be  held  sacred.  Many  have 
fought,  and  bled,  and  died  for  this,  who  have  been 
insensible  to  all  other  obligations.  Those  who  ridi- 
cule the  ideas  of  right  and  justice,  faith  and  truth, 
among  men,  will  put  a  high  value  upon  money. 
Property  ia  admitted  to  have  an  existence,  even  in 
the  savage. state  of  nature.  The  bow,  the  arrow, 
and  the  tomahawk  ;  the  hunting  and  fishing  ground, 
are  species  of  property,  important  to  an  American 
savage,  as  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds  are  to  the 
Mogul,  or  a  nabob  in  the  East ;  or  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  messuages,  gold  and  silver  of 
the  Europeans.  And  if  property  is  neceseary  for  the 
support  of  savage  life,  it  is  by  no  means  less  so  in 
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civil  no&etj.    The  Utopian  schemes  of  levellii^,  and 
a  community  of  goods,  are  as  visionarj  and  impractH 
cable,  as  those  which  rest  all  property  in  the  crown, 
are  arbitrary,  and  despotic,  and  in  our  goremraent 
unconstitutional     Now,  what  property  can  the  colo- 
nists  be  cooceired  to  have,  if  their  money  may  be 
granted  away    by  others,   without  their  consent? 
This  most  certainly  is  the  present  case ;  for  they 
were  in  no  sense  represented  in  parliament,  when 
this  act  for  raising  a  revenue  in  America  was  made. 
The  Stamp  act  was  grievously  complained  of  by  all 
the  colonies ;  and  is  there  any  real  difference  be* 
tween  this  act  and  the  Stamp  act?    They  were 
both  designed  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and  in 
the  same  manner,  viz.  by  duties  on  certain  commodi- 
ties.    The  payment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
Stamp  act^  might  have  been  eluded  by  a  total  disuse 
of  the  stamped  paper ;  and  so  may  the  payment  of 
these  duties,  by  the  total  disuse  of  the  articles  on 
which  they  are  laid;  but  in  neither  case,  without 
difficulty.     Therefore,  the  subjects  here,  are  reduc- 
ed to  the  hard  alternative,  either  of  beii^  obliged 
totally  to  disuse  articles  of  the  greatest  necessity  m 
common  life,  or  to  pay  a  tax  without  their  consent.'^ 
**  The  security  of  right  and  property,"  they  say, 
^  is  the  great  end  of  government,"  and  on  this  head, 
after  alluding  to  the  flagitious  acts  of  Andross  under 
James  II.  they  observe,  that  in  (me  respect,  they 
are  in  a  worse  situation  than  their  ancestors,  because, 
when  the  latter  were  vexed  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
crown,  the  parliament  interfered  to  protect  them. 
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but  now  it  is  the  parliament  itself  that  doei  the  iiv> 
justice.  "  This,  while  the  partiament  coDtinues  to 
tax  us,  will  ever  render  our  case  in  one  respect, 
more  deplorable  and  remediless,  under  the  best  of 
kings,  than  that  of  our  ancestors  was,  under  the 
worst  They  found  relief  bj  the  interjioeition  of 
parliament  But  bj  the  interrentioo  of  that  Terjr 
power,  we  are  taxed,  and  can  appeal  for  relief 
from  their  final  decision  to  no  power  on  earth ;  for 
'  there  is  no  power  on  earth  above  them." 

After  disGUBsii^  the  constitutional  and  legal  pro- 
risions  that  secure  their  rights,  and  alluding  to  the 
beneficial  intercourse  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  colonies,  and  asserting  that  they  have  always 
home  theirfull  proportion  of  the  cost  of  securing  and 
extendi!^  his  majesty's  dominions  in  America,  they 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  manner,  in  which 
the  revenue  raised,  is  to  be  applied.  This  they  consid- 
er no  less  injurious  than  the  tax  itself.  The  governor, 
judges,  and  other  crown  officers  were  to  receive 
fixed  stipends  out  of  this  revenue.  The  people, 
therefore,  would  have  no  influence  over  the  gover- 
nors whatever,  since  they  were  not  only  appointed 
by  the  crown,  but  were  to  receive  such  salaries  as 
the  crown  might  direct  "  Such  a  power,  under  a 
corrupt  administration,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would  in- 
troduce an  absolute  government  in  America;  at  best, 
it  would  leave  the  people  in  a  state  of  utter  uncer- 
tainty of  their  security,  which  is  far  from  beii^  a 
state  of  civil  liberty.  In  the  case  of  the  judges  the 
operatim  would   be   worse.    "The  judges  in  the 
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sereral  cdonies  dtB^lMhdd  their  commissioiis,  during 
good  behaviour.  If  then  they  are  tq  have  salaries 
independent  of  the  people,  how  easy  will  it  be  for  a 
corrupt  governor  to  have  a  sett  of  judges  to  his 
mind,  to  deprive  a  bench  of  justice  of  its  glory,  and 
the  people  of  their  security.  If  the  judges  of  EUig- 
land  have  independent  livings,  it  must  be  remember- 
ed, that  the  tenure  of  their  commission  is  during 
good  behaviour.  And  besides,  they  are  near  the 
throne,  the  fountab  of  right  and  justice,  whereas 
American  judges,  as  well  as  governors,  are  at  a  dis- 
tance from  it.'' 

Their  reasons  are  equally  strong  against  the  other 
appropriations  of  this  revenue.  ^  But  the  residue  of 
these  monies  is  to  be  applied  by  parliament,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  defending,  protecting  and  secur- 
ii^  the  colonies."  This  they  consider  unnecessary, 
and  they  say,  it  the  government  supposes  they  are 
backward  in  defending  themselves,  or  securing  *his 
majesty's  territories  in  America  ^  it  must  have  been 
egregiously  misinformed."  They  proceed  to  speak 
against  a  standing  army,  which  is  particularly  obnox- 
ious and  useless  in  the  colonies ;  even  ^  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  there  may  be  some  necessity  for  them  in 
the  conquered  province  of  Canada,  where  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Romish  religion,  so  destructive  to  civil 
society,  is  allowed."  They  thus  conclude  their  ob- 
servations on  this  topic  of  a  military  force.  ^  There 
is  an  English  affection  in  the  colonists  towards  the 
mother  country,  which  will  forever  keep  them  coi^ 
nected  with  her,  to  every  valuable  purpose,  unless  it 
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shall  be  erased  bj  repeated  uokind  usage  on  her 
part.  As  Englkhmen,  as  well  as  British  subjecte, 
they  have  an  aversion  to  an  unnecessaiy  standing 
armj,  which  they  look  upon  as  dat^rous  to  their 
civil  liberties ;  and  considering  the  examples  of  ao* 
cient  times,  it  seems  a  little  surprising,  that  smother 
state  should  trust  lai^  bodies  of  troops  in  her  cdo- 
nies,  at  ao  great  a  distance  from  ber,  lest  in  process 
of  time,  when  the  spirits  of  the  people  shall  be  de- 
pnessed  by  the  military  power,  another  Ctesar  should 
arise  and  usurp  the  authority  of  his  master.** 

On  the  subject  of  the  new  officers  of  customs,  they 
urge  forcible  objections.  **  In  general,  innovations  are 
dangerous ;  the  unnecessary  increase  of  crown  oflS- 
cers  b  most  certainly  so.  These  gentlemen  are  au- 
thorized to  appoint  as  many  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per, without  limitation.  This  will  pi-obably  be 
attended  with  .undesirable  effects,  an  host  of  pei>- 
sioRers,  by  the  arts  they  may  use,  may  m  time 
become  as  dai^erous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people 
as  an  army  of  soldiers ;  for  there  is  a  way  of  subdu- 
ing a  people  by  art,  as  well  as  by  arms." 

They  dwell  with  great  earnestness  on  *•  the  act 
b  for  supending  the  legislative  power  of  the  assembly 
of  New  York  on  a  certain  condition."  After  several 
comments  upon  it,  they  ask:  "What  is  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  such  a  suspension  ?  We  can  discover  no 
more  or  less  in  it  than  this  :  If  the  American  assem- 
blies refuse  to  grant  as  much  of  their  own  and  their 
^nstituents'  money,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
enjoined  aud  prescribed  by  the  parliament,  besidet 
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what  the  parliament  directly  taxes  them,  they  shall 
no  longer  have  any  legislative  authoritr;  but  if  they 
comply  with  what  is  prescribed,  they  may  still  be 
allowed  to  legislate  under  their  charter  restrictioDS. 
Does  not  political  death  and .  amiihilation  stara  us  ia 
the  face  as  strongly  oo  one  supposition  as  the  other? 
Equally,  in  case  of  cotnpliauce,  as  of  nonK;ompl^ 
ance?* 

TJj«ir  religious  prejudice  against  the  cathdics 
was  afieWD  in  speaking  of  Canada,  but  the  same  feel- 
ii^,  when  exhibited  on  the  subject  of  the  protestant 
bishops,  had  substantial  reasons  for  its  excuse.  In 
enumeratii^  tlfc  impending  evils,  a  standit^  army, 
commissioners  of  the  customs,  &c  they  come  to  this 
grievance.  **  The  establishment  of  a  protestant 
episcopate,  in  America,  is  also  very  zealously  con- 
tended for;  and  it  is  very  alarming  to  a  people, 
whose  fathers,  from  the  hardships  which  they  suHer- 
ed  under  such  an  e3tablishment,,were  obliged  ta>fly 
their  nativecountry,  into  a  wilderness,  in  order  peace- 
ably to  enjoy  their  privileges,  civil  and  religious. 
Their  being  threatened  with  the  loss  of  both  at 
once,  must  throw  them  into  a  disagreeable  situation. 
We  hope  in  Gad,  such  an  establishment  will  never 
take  place  in  America,  and  we  desire  you  would 
strenuously  oppose  it.  The  revenue  raised  in  Ameri- 
ca^  for  ought  we  can  tell,  may  be  as  constitutionally 
applied  towards  .the  support  of  pi-etacy,  as  of  soldiers 
aad  pensioners.  If  the  property  of  the  subject  is 
taken  from  him  without  his  consent,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  be  done  by  one  man,  or  five  hundred ;  or 
40 
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whether  it  be  applied  for  the  support  of  eccleBiaaiic 
or  mititarj  power,  or  both.  It  may  be  well  worth 
the  consideration  of  the  best  politicians  in  Great 
BritaiD  or  America,  what  the  natural  tendency  is  of 
a  rigorous  pursuit  of  these  measures.  We  are  not 
insensible  that  some  emineot  men,  on  both  sides  the 
water,  are  less  friendly  to  American  charters  and 
assemblies,  than  could  be  wished.  It  seems  to  be 
growing  fashionable  to  treat  them  in  common  cooTer- 
aation  as  well  aa  in  popular  publlcatiom,  wim  con- 
tempt But  if  we  look  back  a  few  reigns,  we  shall 
find  that  eveh  the  august  assembly,  the  parliament, 
was,  in  every  respect  the  object  of -a  courtier's  re- 
proach. It  was  even  an  aphorism  with  king  James 
the  first,  that  the  lords  and  commons  were  two  very 
bad  copartners  with  a  monarch ;  and  he  and  his 
successors  broke  the  copartnership  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble. It  is  certainly  unnatural  for  a  British  politician 
to  expect,  that  ev^o  the  supreme  executive  of  the 
nation  can  long  exist,  after  the  supreme  legislative  ' 
shall  be  depressed  and  destroyed,  which  may  God 
forbid!"  They  proceed  in  a  very  powerful  strain 
of  argument,  to  infer  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
colonial  legislatures  and  all  their  rights  according  to 
their  charters. 

The  letter  concludes  with  a  suggestion  **  that  the 
nation  has  been  grossly  misinformed,  with  respect 
to  the  temper  and  behaviour  of  the  colonists ;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  men  will  not  cease  to  sow 
jhe  seeds  of  jealousy  and  discord,  till  they  shall  have 
done  irreparable  mischief."    And  they  add,  that  he 
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^  will  do  a  singular  service  to  both  couDtries  if  he 
can  aid  in  detecting  them.''  In  the  mean  time,  he 
is  desired  ^  to  make  known  to  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, the  sentiments  of  this  house  contained  in  this 
letter.''  The  agent  to  whom  this  masterly  compo- 
sition was  addressed,  was  a  respectable  merchant, 
and  a  dissenter,  which  was  one  of  his  chief  qualifi- 
cations. He  received,  and  delivered  these  des- 
patches with  fidelity,  but  he  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  mterfere  between  two  such  bodies,  on  subjects  of 
such  transcendent  interest.  A  striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  his  incompetency  is  given  m  his  brief  answer, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  these  documents.  Af- 
ter saying  that  he  had  delivered  the  several  letters 
as  directed,  he  adds,  ^  and  at  Lord  Shelbume's  de- 
sire, I  sent  hiia  jour  judicious  observations  on  Bri-- 
tish  liberty^  which  sentiments  are  exactly  my  own : 
but  have  not  been  admitted  to  converse  with  his 
lordship  on  that  head ;  nor  has  he  returned  me  the 
papers." 

There  is  another  paragraph,  forming  the  chief 
part  of  Mr.  Deberdt's  brief  epistle,  which  afibrds 
matter  for  reflection.  ^  It  is  at  present,  a  time  of 
great  confusion ;  the  heats  and  animosity  of  electing 
new  members  of  parliament  are  not  yet  subsided ; 
universal  discontent  on  account  of  the  deamess  of 
provisions,  which  spreads  itself  throughout  the 
kii^om,  and  will  take  up  the  whole  attention  of 
the  legislature,  so  that  I  do  not  apprehend  any  thing 
will  be  done  on  American  affairs.  However,  you 
may  rely  od  my  watching  the  most  favourable  op> 
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portunity  to  throw  in  jour  petitiob,  which,  at  pre- 
sent, will  be  by  no  means  proper." 

Can  there  be  a  more  striking  example  of  the 
injurious  and  degradit^  tenure  of  our  colonia]  exis- 
tence, than  this  letter  ?  The  absurdity  of  its  cod- 
tmuance  is  not  only  apparent,  but  it  seems  almost 
impossible,  that  its  dissolution  should  bare  been  pr»> 
tracfed  eight  years  from  that  date.  The  commtn 
Byoipalhy  of  mankind  will  even  now  bring  home  to 
our  bosoms,  a  teneation,  that  may  aiTord  some  idea 
of  what  was  felt  by  thos6,  to  whom  this  letter  was 
addressed.  Cimsider  these  circumstances.  Exten- 
sive colonies,  an  empire  in  themselves,  full  of  life 
and  the  irresistible  expansion  of  vigorous  growth, 
had  been  roused  unenimouety  against  a  financial  im> 
position,  that  was  abrogated  by  their'  invincible  op 
position.  The  same  parliament  in  withdrawing  this 
act,  for  which  even  in  the  remotest  comer  of  the 
continent  they  could  6nd  no  footing,  resolved  that 
they  would  effect  their  purpose  by  other  deTices. 
The  colonists  were  every  where  anxious  and  alert. 
The  new  acts  soon  appeared,  not  only  onerous  as 
taxes,  but  accompanied  with  most  alarming  innova<- 
tions  in  various  branches  of  government.  The  co- 
lony that  was  affected  in  common  with  the  others 
by  all  these  acts,  but  more  severely  and  peculiarly 
by  a  part  of  them,  is  thrown  into  a  state  of  deep 
excitement  by  the  impending  evil.  Its  legislature, 
faithful  to  its  trust,  selects  the  most  able,  intretnd 
and  virtuous  of  its  members  to  consider  what  shall 
be  the  preveo^tire  and  defence.    They  report  a 
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series  of  petitions  and  remonstraitces,  frieodlj  and 
respectful  indeed,  but  most  eatneBt,  urgent,  and  ud- 
aDBwerable.  These  documents,  thus  decisive  and 
weighty,  are  ratified  bj  an  overwhelming  majority, 
and  trausmitted,  with  deep  anxiety  for  their  effect. 
Three  months  afterwards  the  agent  informs  thenif 
that  he  had  delivered  the  letters  to  the  minister, 
who  is  pleased  to  consider  "  the  observations  judi* 
cious,**  but  he  has  not  been  subsequently,  **  admitted 
to  ctMiverse  with  his  lordship!"  He  gives  however, 
as  his  own  opinion,  that  owing  to  the  electioneering 
squabbles  of  a  new  parliament,  and  to  the  higher 
price  of  the  quartern  toaf,  **  nothii^  will  be  done 
on  American  affairs." — He  will  still  watch  for  the 
most  favourable  opportunity  to  throw  in  the  petn 
tion,  '^  which  at  that  time  would  be  by  no  meana 
proper !" 

The  importance  of  elections  under  a  free  goverD* 
meat  will  not  be  denied,  any  more  than  that  of  the 
price  of  bread,  under  every  form  of  dominion.  But 
the  paramount  interest  of  these  local  occurrences, 
|H-ove8  the  inadequacy  of  parliament  for  the  man* 
agement  of  the  colonies.  They  were  assuming  the 
right  to  bind  in  all  cases  whatever,  men,  who  would 
Dot  be  bound  at  all ;  they  were  giving  and  granting 
the  property  of  a  people,  who  would  stake  fortune 
and  life  itself,  against  the  illegal  exaction  of  a  shilling, 
and  then  would  not  even  listen  to  their  complaints, 
tilt  they  had  settled  the  more  important  questions, 
whether  this  or  that  family  should  maintain  its  influ- 
ence in  a  county,  whether  this  or  that  venal  mem< 
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ber  should  represent  a  rotteo  or  a  hooseleBs  bo> 
rough.  In  looking  back  to  this  period}  the  blind 
arr(^;ance,  indifference,  or  ignorance  of  the  British 
councils  respecting  American  affairs,  seem  almost 
incredible.  What  must  hare  been  the  feelings  of 
such  men  as  Otis,  Hawley,  Adams,  Hancock,  Cush- 
ii^,  Dexter,  and  others,  on  receiving,  while  in 
breathless  eipectation,  the  assurance,  that  "  the 
time  was  not  proper*'  to  present  their  petition !  the 
gentlemen  were  too  much  heated  bj  electioneering 
disputes  to,  **  paj  attention  to  America,"  but  he 
would  **  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  throw  in  their 
petiticms  !**  How  must  these  men,  absorbed  in  pa> 
triotic  anxieties,  standing  on  the  portentous  verge  to 
which  they  were  driven,  have  read  such  a  commu- 
nication ?  with  what  bitter  morti6cation,  what  ali- 
enating disgust,  must  they  have  heard  such  preten- 
ces and  excuses,  for  disregarding  all  their  instant 
appeals  and  intreaties?  How  must  the  inevitable 
resort  to  independence  for  self  preservation,  have 
rushed  upon  their  minds  ?  how  vividly  must  thej 
have  foreseen  the  alternative  that  after  a  few 
more  petitions,  remonstrances  and  resolutions,  **  af- 

TER  ALL,  THEV  MUST  FIGHT !" 
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The  ^  Circular  Letter^'-^RequisUian^i^e  Miniitry  to  rescind 
ii — Refusal  of  the  Legislature — Dissolved  in  consequence  by  the 
Governor — Passages  from  the  Speeches  of  Otis. 

The  most  remarkable  of  the  documents'*''  reported 
by  the  committee  of  the  legislature,  was  the  ^Circular 
Letter,'^  addressed  to  the  speakers  of  the  several 
colonies.  This  produced  awakening  consequences 
every  where.  The  ministry  were  alarmed,  and 
absurdly  enough,  wished  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  recall  the  letter,  which  once  sent,  was 
executed.  This  letter  was  a  still  stronger  appeal, 
than  that  proposing  the  congress  of  1765.  It  was 
a  leading  incentive  to  making  a  common  cause,  un- 
der common  suffering.  It  created  a  sympathy  be- 
tween the  colonies,  and  induced  them  to  meditate 
on  the  policy  of  confederation :  and  to  feel,  that 
though  singly  they  might  be  broken,  they  would 
become  strong  when  united. 

This  circular,  dated  ^  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  February  11th,  1768,"  begins  by  saying,  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  taken  into  seri- 
ous consideration,  the  late  acts  of  Parliament,  imposing 
duties  and  taxes  on  the  American  colonies.  They 
then  proceed, — ^*'  As  it  is  a  subject  in  which  every 

*  All  the  principal  letters  and  addresses  here  alluded  to,  will  be  found  in 
the  Mass.  State  Papers,  p.  121  to  144. 
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colonj  is  deeply  interested,  thej  have  no  re&^oD  to 
doubt  but  your  House  is  deeply  impressed  with  its 
importance,  and  (hat  such  constitutional  measures 
will  be  come  into,  as  are  proper.  It  seems  to  be 
necessary,  that  all  possible  care  should  be  lakeo,  that 
the  representatives  of  the  several  assemblies,  upon 
so  delicate  a  point,  should  haimonize  with  each  other. 
The  house,  therefore,  hope  that  this  letter  will  be 
candidly  considered  in  no  other  light,  than  as  ex- 
pressing a  disposition  freely  to  communicate  their 
mind  to  a  sister  colony,  upon  a  common  concern,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  would  be  glad  to  receive 
the  sentt,ments  of  your,  or  any  other  House  of  assem- 
bly, on  the  continent," 

They  ..hen  describe  the  course  which  they  hare 
pursued.  They  say,  They  have  represented  to  the 
ministry,  that  parliament  is  the  supreme  legisiatiTe 
power  over  the  whole  empire :  that  the  constitutioo 
js  fixed,  and  as  the  supreme  legislature  derive  all 
their  power  from  it,  they  cannot  overleap  its  bounds, 
without  destroying  their  own  foundation.  That  the 
constitution  ascertains  both  sovereignty  and  allegiance, 
and  that  his  majesty's  American  subjects  who  owe 
'  allegiance,  have  an  equitable  claim  to  a  full  enjoyment 
of  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  constitution  :  **  that 
it  is  an  essential,  unalterable  right  in  nature,  engraft- 
ed into  the  British  constitution,  as  a  fundamental  law, 
and  ever  held  sacred  and  irrevocable  by  the  subjects 
within  the  realtb,  that  what  a  man  has  honestly  ac- 
quired, is  absolutely  his  own ;  which  he  may  freely 
give,  but  cannot  be  taken  from  him,  without  his  con- 
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Bent ;  that  the  American  subjects  may,  therefore, 
exct'JsiTc  of  aDj  conaideration  of  charter  rights,  with 
a  decent  firmness,  adapted  to  the  character  o£  free- 
meo  and  subjects,  assert  this  natural  and  constitiH 
tional  right.** 

Thej  stats,  that  the  acts  raising  a  rtrenue,  are  aa 
infrii^ement  on  these  natural  r^hts;  because,  not  be- 
u^  represented  in  parliament,  their  property  is  taken 
without  their  consent  They  add,  as  it  will  be  for- 
•ver  impracticable  that  they  should  be  equally  re- 
presented in  that  body,  and  consequently,  not  at  all — 
and  considering  this  impracticability  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  think  **  taxation,  even  without  their 
consent,  grievous  as  it  is,  would  be  preferable  to  any 
representation,  that  could  be  zidmitted  for  them 
there."  Upon  these  prbciples,  they  have  preferred 
humble  and  loyal  petitims.  They  also  mention  in 
their  representations,  the  evils  that  will  arise  from 
having  Governors  and  Judges,  with  salaries  inde- 
pendent of  the  colcHiists ;  over  whom,  in  that  case, 
they  will  then  have  no  controul,  either  in  pay  or  ap- 
pointment. In  addition  to  these  subjects,  they  have  re- 
presented  to  the  ministry,  the  hardship  of  extending 
the  mutiny  act  to  them,  and  also  the  mischiefs  that ' 
may  be  apprehended  from  the  eetablishment  of  the 
Board  of  Customs,  with  their  unlimited  power  of 
creating  officers. 

**  These  are  the  sentiments  and  proceedings  of  this 

bouse;  and  as  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 

enemies  of  the  colonies  have  represented  them  to 

his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to  the  parliament,  aa  fa<y 

41 
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tious,  disloyal,  and  having  a  dispomtioo  to  make  thenK 
selves  independent  of  the  mother  country,  they  have 
taken  occasion,  in  the  most  humble  terms,  to  assure 
his  majesty  and  his  ministers,  that  with  r^;ard  to  the 
people  of  this  province,  and  as  they  doubt  not,  of  all 
the  colonies,  the  charge  is  unjust.  The  house  is 
fully  satisfied,  that  your  assembly  is  too  generoiu  and 
liberal  in  sentiment,  to  believe,  that  this  letter  pro- 
ceeds from  an  ambition  of  taking  the  lead,  or  dictat- 
ing to  the  other  assemblies.  They  freely  submit 
their  opinions  to  the  judgment  of  others  ;  and  shal 
take  it  kind  in  your  house,  to  point  out  to  them  any 
thii^  further,  that  may  be  thought  necessary." 

They  conclude  with  expressing  "  the  firm  con6- 
deoce  in  the  king,  our  common  head  and  father:  that 
the  united  and  dutiful  supplications  of  his  distressed 
American  subjects,  will  meet  with  his  royal  and  fa- 
vourable acceptance." 

The  whole  of  these  documents,  from  which  a  few 
extracts  have  been  taken,  are  some  of  the  most  able, 
as  they  were  by  their  consequences  among  the  moet 
important  of  American  State  Papers.  They  were 
drawn  up  by  Otis  and  revised  by  Samuel  Adams  f 
and  though  the  style  of  the  former  is  the  most  pre- 
valent and  obvious  in  their  composition,  yet  traces  of 
the  other  may  be  perceived.  This  was  the  commoa 
course  of  proceeding  when  these  two  gentlemen  were 
on  a  committee  together.  Otis,  whose  great  leany 
ing,  quickness,  keen  perception,  bold  and  powerfd 
reasoning,  made  him  the  primary  source  of  almoeC' 
every  measure,  generally  gave  the    fiist  drai^ht; 


./*- 
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Adams,  who  saw  to  every  thing,  and  blended  great 
caution  with  incessant  watchfulness  and  exertion, 
revised,  corrected,  and  polished  where  it  might  be 
requisite.  The  reports  were  then  submitted  in 
course,  to  the  committee,  for  their  sanction.  This 
process  is  known  to  have  taken  place  in  regard  to 
these  documents.  A  friend  of  Otis'  having  met  him 
while  they  were  in  preparation,  inquired  respecting 
them.  His  answer  was  "  They  are  nearly  ready. 
I  have  written  them  all,  and  handed  them  over  to 
Sam,  to  quieu^i£!ic  them."  By  this  term,  which  i^Li^ 
might  puzzle  the  etymologist,  he  used  to  express 
this  kind  of  revision,  that  he  was  too  careless  and 
impatient  to  undertake.  In  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject, it  may  be  here  remarked,  as  applicable  through- 
out, that  there  was  no  jealousy  repecting  these 
political  productions.  They  all  contributed  what 
they  were  most  able  to  do  in  their  compositipn; 
the  reputation  of  fine  writing  was  too  unimportant 
compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  cause  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  to  excite  a  moment's  solicitude. 
The  resolve  has  been  cited,  by  which  these  proceeds 
ings  were  communicated  to  the  Governor,  at  the 
time  they  were  ratified  by  the  house.  He  then  took 
no  notice  of  them ;  and  at  the  first  session  of  the 
next  legislature  in  May  1768,  the  only  topic  of  his 
speech  was  a  settlement  of  the  ^boundaiy  line  with 
New  York.  As  usual,  he  negatived  several  coun* 
sellors,  among  whom  were  colonel  Otis  and  Hancock. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  session,  he  sent  a  message, 
containing  a  part  of  lord  Hillsborough's  letter,  re^ 
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quiring  the  house,  **  to  rescind  their  drcular  letter." 
The  house  in  replj,  request  a  cop^  of  his  majestj'i 
ifwtructions  alluded  to  in  his  message,  copies  of  two 
letters  of  lord  Hillsborough,  and  also  <^  the  gover* 
nor^B  lettert  to  his  lordship.  He  sent  the  whole  of 
the  letter  containing  his  instructions,  which  he  would 
have  communicated  at  first,  if  he  had  not  wished 
that  their  "compliance  with  his  majesty's  requisitim 
might  have  had  its  fullest  merit,  by  its  appearli^  to 
bo  entirely  dicated  by  a  sense  of  duty."  In  regard 
to  the  other  letter  of  the  minister,  he  "  reserves  the 
power  of  laying  it  before  them  when  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient."  Their  request  for  copies  of  his  own 
letters,  as  it  must  have  been  made  without  any  ex- 
pectation of  its  being  granted,  was  naturally  calculat- 
ed to  groduce  a  little  warmth  in  his  reply.  With 
regard'  to  these  copies,  he  tells  them,  "  You  may 
as^re  yourselves,  that  I  shall  never  make  public  my 
letters  to  hie  majesty's  ministers,  but  upon  mv  own 
motion,  and  for  my  own  reasons." 

The  requisition  from  the  ministry,  was,  that  the 
house  should  rescind  their  cirevlar  Utter  j  and  the 
penalty  for  refusing,  that  they  should  be  immediate- 
ly dissolved.  The  house  in  answer  gave  a  history 
of  the  transaction,  and  remonstrated  with  the  gov- 
ernor respecting ,  the  demand  that  was  made  upMi 
them  ;  pointing  ot|t'  its  absurdity,  and  hmting  veiy 
intelligibly  at  the  misrepresentations  which  must 
hare  caused  it  {lespecting  the  feeling  of  the  house 
and  his  knowledge  of  it,  they  say;  "  Your  excellency 
might  have  been  yery  easily  informed,  if  you  WM 
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not,  that  the  measures  <^  the  late  house,  in  regard 
to  sundry  acts  of  the  late  parliament,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  raismg  a  North  American  revenue,  were 
generallj  carried  bj  three  to  one;  and  we  dare 
appeal  to  your  excellency  for  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion ;  namely,  that  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
majority,  in  all  yiews,  as  respectable  as  the  very 
best  of  the  minority ;  that  so  far  from  any  sinister 
iriews,  were  the  committee  of  the  late  house,  ap» 
pointed  and  directed  to  take  into  their  most  serious 
consideration  the  then  present  state  of  the  province, 
from  going  into  any  rash  or  precipitate  measures, 
that  they,  for  some  days  actually  delayed  their  first 
report,  which  was  a  letter  to  Mr.  Agent  Deberdt, 
on  this  candid  and  generous  principle,  that  those 
who  were  reasonably  pre-^upposed  to  be  most,  warm- 
ly attached  to  all  your  excellency's  measures,  espe- 
cially those  for  furtherii^,  and  by  all  means,  enfor- 
cing the  acts  for  levying  the  North  American  reve- 
nue, might  be  present,  and  a  more  equal  contest 
ensue.  It  would  be  incredible  should  any  one  assert 
that  your  excellency  wanted  true  information  of  all 
these  things,  which  were  not  done,  or  desired  to  be 
hid,  in  a  comer,  but  were  notoriously  transacted  in 
the  open  light,  at  noon  day.  It  is  to  us,  alto- 
gether incomprehensible,  that  we  should  be  requir- 
ed on  the  peril  of  a  dissolution  of  the  great  and  gene- 
ral court  or  assembly  of  this  province,  to  rescind  a 
resolution  of  a  former  house  of  representatives,  when 
it  is  evident  that  resolution  has  no  existence,  but 
ga  a  mere  historical  fact,'' 
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**  Tour  excellency  must  know,  that  the  reaolutioD  re- 
ferred to,  is,  to  speak  in  the  language  of  the  common 
law,  not  now  '  eiecutorj,'  but  to  all  intents  and  piir- 
poaes  *  executed.'  The  circular  letters  have  been 
sent,  and  manj  of  them  hare  been  answered ;  thoM 
answers  arc  now  in  the  public  papers ;  the  public, 
the  world,  must  and  will,  judge  of  the  proposals, 
purposes,  and  answers.  We  could  as  well  rescind 
those  letters  as  the  resolves;  and  both  would  be 
equally  fruitless,  if  by  rescinding,  as  the  word  pro* 
perly  imports,  is  meant  a  repeal  and  nullifying  the 
resolution  referred  to.  But,  if,  as  most  probable  by 
the  word,  rescinding,  is  intended  a  passing  a  vote  of 
this  house,  in  direct  and  express  disapprobation  of 
the  measure  abovementioned,  as  **  illegal,  inflamma- 
tory, and  tending  to  promote  unjustifiable  combina- 
tions against  his  majesty's  peace,  croAvn  and  digm- 
tyi**'  we  must  take  the  liberty  to  testify,  and  pub- 
licly to  declare,  that  we  take  it  to  be  the  native, 
inherent,  and  indefeasible  right  of  the  subject,  jointly 
or  severally,  to  petition  the  king  for  the  redress  of 
grievances  ;  provided  always,  that  the  same  be  done 
in  a  decent,  dutiful  and  constitutional  way,  without 
tumult,  disorder  or  confusion."  After  some  farther 
reasonii^  on  this  point,  they  impute  to  him  unfriend- 
ly conduct  towards  the  country,  and  believe,  that  the 
difficulties  of  the  times  are  aggravated  by  his  mis- 
representations of  the  numbers,  conduct  and  inten- 
tions of  the  majority  in  the   legislature.     Their  de- 

*  Elpieninn*  in  lord  Hillfborou|h'j  lellcr. 
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temunation  respecting  the  requisition  made  to  them, 
they  announce  as  follows : 

^  We  take  this  opportunity,  faithfully  to  represent 
to  your  excellency,  that  the  new  revenue  acts  and 
measures  are  not  only  disagreeable,  but,  in  erery 
view,  are  deemed  an  insupportable  burthen  and 
grievance,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  by  all  the 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion. And  we  beg  leave,  once  for  all,  to  assure 
your  excellency,  that  those  of  this  opinion  are  of  no 
party,  ^  or  expiring  faction.'  They  have  at  all  times 
been  ready  to  devote  their  time  and  fortunM^  to  his 
majesty's  service.  Of  loyalty,  this  majority  could 
as  reasonably  boast,  as  any  who  may  happen  to 
enjoy  your  excellency's  smiles.  Their  reputation, 
rank  and  fortune,  are  at  least,  equal  to  those  who 
may  have  been  sometimes  considered  as  the  only 
friends  to  good  government ;  while  some  of  the  best 
blood  in  the  colony,  even  in  the  two  houses  of  as- 
sembly, lawfully  convened,  and  duly  acting,  have 
been  openly  charged  with  the  crime  of  oppugnation 
against  '  the  royal  authority.'  We  have,  now,  only 
to  inform  your  excellency,  that  this  house  have 
voted  not  to  rescind,  as  required,  the  resolution  of  the 
last  house ;  and  that,  upon  a  division  on  the  question, 
there  were  ninety  two  nays,  and  seventeen  yeas.* 
In  all  this  we  have  been  actuated  by  a  conscientious, 
and  finally,  a  clear  and  determined  sense  of  duty  to 

*  Several  members  who  were  abieiiCf  afterwardf  through  the  Gasettei  gave 
in  their  *  adhettoa'  to  the  majority,  making  the  numbers  in  all  more  than  live 
tOMie. 
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God,  to  our  kii^,  our  couDtrj',  and  our  latest  posteiv 
ty  •'  and  we  most  ardently  wish,  aixl  hutnUj  P^^J* 
that  ID  your  future  cooduct,  your  excelleDcy  may  be 
influenced  by  the  same  principles."* 

Governor  Bernard,  on  receipt  of  this  message, 
immediately  prorogued  the  General  Court,  and  the 
next  day  by  proclamation  disaolved  it.  The  home 
bad  previously  prepared  a  loi^  letter  to  Lord 
Hillsborough,  in  which  they  say,  after  meotiontiig 
bis  requisition  ;t  **  This  house  are  humbly  of  opiniai^ 
that  a  requisition  from  the  throne  of  this  nature,  to 

*  Tbii  dKinoD  al  the  bouu  wa*  nMired  dirou|bout  tbs  proilBn,  mmI  ia 
•U  the  coloniit,  «lth  enthuilaim.  Tb«  number  ninelf-two  becBnw  ■  ftTOUT' 
he  toBR,  ind  wai  m  inbjecl  of  frequeDt  alluiion.  Mr.  Dicklnvm,  Juil  dtei  lb* 
•rent,  wioti  to  Otii  u  followi : 

"Philadkuhia,  JuIj  4ib,  Ilea. 

"  Dbar  Sir, — tiodoKfou  a  loni  for  Amenean  rrecdooi.  1  haTC  long 
liDca  renounceH  poetF;.  But  a>  ipdUerent  toap  are  frequantlf  tbi;  pown» 
fill  oa  certain  occaiiooa,  I  Tcnture  to  lavoke  Ibe  dcMtled  miuei.  I  hope  thM 
m7  good  ialantion*  will  procun  pardon  with  ihoH  I  wiih  to  pleaae,  ftii  tha 
koMiMM  of  mj  ninnbara  * 

"  Mr  wonhr  rrieed,  Dr.  Arthur  Lae,  a  gaotliman  of  dininguiibed  family, 
abilillei  and  patrioliim,  in  Virginia,  compOMd  ci|hl  line*  of  it, 

"  Caidlnal  de  B«n  aiirap  infdrced  hii  political  opcrationi  b;  lonp.  I 
wiib  our  altempt  may  be  uaeful.  I  aball  be  (lad  to  haar  fromjou,  if  you  lia*a 
a  moimnl'a  leisure  to  icribble  a  line  to,  dear  (ir,  jDUT  moil  iflrctiannte,  dkm 
obedirat  Mrvanl,  JOHN   DICKINSON." 

A  mag  thai  compoaed,  Si  cunooi  from  in  pamtage.  It  wHI  be  fbnnd  la 
Ike  Appwidii.^^ 

t  There  wae  a  regular  crtutnda  in  the  tone  adopted  hj  the  legialatBia 
year  after  jeai,  ai  the  miniBieitel  mm  a  ret  grew  louder  and  more  frequtal. 
ta  an  aatirer  to  Lieutenant  OoTrrnoi  HulehlnMn,  in  tnguit,  1T70,  tbtM 
lithe  following  pa«ag<  alluding  lo  tbii  reqiiititioB  :  "Id  June,  1768,  the  booii, 
by  en  Inatruction,  were  ordered  to  rescind  an  excellent  resolution  of  ■  format 
houn,  an  palnof  diuolution  ;  they  refuted  to  comply  with  eo  in^mdntl  a  man- 
date,  and  were  dieaolred.*  Tbt  Lieutenant  Goremor  in  hi>  reply,  leemila 
ban  been  deeply  iboched  al  tbii  epithet.    See  Man.  State  Papery  p.  3M. 
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a  British  house  of  commons,  has  been  very  unusual^ 
perhaps  there  has  been  no  such  precedent  since  the 
revolution.  If  this  be  the  case,  some  yery  aggra- 
vated representations  of  this  measure  must  have 
been  mad^  to  his  majesty,  to  induce  him  to  require 
of  this  house,  to  rescind  a  resolution  of  a  former 
house,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  their  existence.''  An 
accurate  and  minute  account  is  given,  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  time  the  ^circular  letter''  was 
written ;  they  shew  incontrovertibly,  how  large  the 
majority  was,  and  how  faithfully  they  represented 
|)ublic  sentiment.  They  entreat  him  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  to  examine  into  the  true  state  of 
feeling  in  the  colonies.  They  accuse  the  Governor 
of  misrepresenting  them  and  the  whole  colony,  and 
warn  the  minister  against  his  angry  exaggerations. 

Two  letters  from  the  agent,  dated  in  July  and 
August,  1768,  speak  of  the  strong  sensation,  with 
which  the  ministry  received  the  news  of  the  "  cir- 
cular letter."  They  considered  it,  **  little  better 
than  an  incentive  to  rebellion."  Though  he  ob- 
iserves,  he  can  see  ^^  nothing  unjust  or  unreasonable 
in  it,"  yet  "  the  consequences  may  be  serious."  He 
continues,  ^you  have  already  two  regiments  from 
New  York  quartered  upon  you,  and  my  lord  men- 
tions another  to  be  embarked,"  and  says,  **  it  has 
been  resolved  in  council,  that  Governor  Bernard 
have  strict  orders,  to  insist  upon  your  revoking  that 
letter;  and  if  refused  by  the  house,  he  was  imme- 
diately to  dissolve  them.  Upon  their  next  choice, 
he  was  again  to  insist  on  it ;  and  if  then  refused,  he 
42 
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was  to  do  the  like ;  and  as  often  as  the  case  should 
happen.  My  lord  assured  me  of  his  great  cegard 
for  America ;  nay,  said  if  f  did  not  represent  it  so, 
I  should  do  him  injustice.  He  wished  nothii^  so 
much  as  a  good  understanding  between  the  colcmies 
and  the  mother  country  ;  and  assured  me,  before  the 
warm  measures  taken  on  your  side  had  come  to 
their  knowledge,  he  had  settled  the  repeal  of  those 
acts  with  Lord  North,  the  chancellor;  but  the  op- 
position you  had  made,  rendered  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  support  the  authority  of  parliament,  which 
the  ministry  at  all  events  arc  determined  to  dou" 
.  In  his  nest  letter  he  writes,  "  I  was  with  him," 
(Lord  Hillsborough)  "  a  whole  hour  talking  over 
American  alfairs."  He  says  the  whole  ministry  are 
united  in  the  point  of  supporting  the  authority  of 
parliament.  He  tells  them,  "  I  wish,  in  all  your  ap- 
plications,  you  had  left  the  matter  of  right  out  of 
the  question,  and  only  apphed  for  a  repeal  of  the 
laws,  as  prejudicial  to  the  colonies  and  mother  coun- 
try. And  my  lord  assured  me,  he  should  have  ob- 
tained it,  which  now  with  bim  is  a  matter  of  doubL" 
His  lordship  is  fully  sensible  of  the  mischiefs  which 
will  arise  from  a  breach  with  the  colonies,  "  but 
that  the  laws  must  be  supported  to  prevent  fallii^ 
into  a  state  of  anarchy."  He  mentions  the  measure 
of  sending  troop  to  America,  and  says,  "  I  express- 
ed my  fears  that  some  arbitrary  transactions  of  the 
military  might  be  a  means  of  inHamjng  the  people." 
He  seems  however  to  have  been  quieted :  "  bis 
lordship  assured  me,  they  had  strict  orders  to  pre- 
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aerre  the  peace,  and  act  in  concert  with  the  civil 
magistrate." 

There  is  nothit^  in  Mr.  Deberdt*s  letter  to  shew, 
that  he  was  not  the  dupe  of  Lord  Hillsborough's 
pretty  protestations.  Nothing,  however,  could  be 
more  insulting  than  this  language,  to  those  men, 
to  whom  these  professions  were  traoBmitted,  be- 
cause it  supposed  a  degree  of  credulity  incompati- 
ble with  only  a  moderate  share  of  understanding. 
Mr.  Deberdt  was  entirely  out  of  his  element  in  this 
agency,  the  habitual  deference  of  most  persons  of 
his  standing  in  England,  to  raere  titled  rank,  pre- 
vents the  due  exercise  of  the  faculties  in  their  pre- 
sence ;  and  the  talking  a  **  whole  hour  with  his  lord- 
ship,^  seems  to  have  prepared  his  mind  for  any  be- 
lief whatever.  With  Hillsborough  for  a  minister, 
and  Bernard  for  a  Governor,  the  affairs  of  the  co- 
lonies would  ^  have  been  brought  sooner  to  a  crisis, 
which  was  retarded  under  the  agenfcy  of  Lords 
Shelbume  and  Dartmouth.  TUe  absurd  and  incon- 
sistent statements  of  the  Governor,  that  the  whole 
country  was  on  the  eve  of  a  rebellion,  and  yet  there 
was  no  opposition,  except  what  was  caused  by  "  a 
few  dissatisfied  leaders  of  an  expiring  faction,'*  was 
acted  upon  in  a  kindred  spirit,  by  this  incompetent 
and  blundering  minister.  A  military  force  was  the 
infallible  remedy  confided  in  by  both.  The  propo- 
sition that  one  house  should  rescind  the  "  executed" 
transactions  of  another,  had  somethit^  ludicrous  in 
its  very  terms.  The  punishment  for  their  contu- 
macy, that  they  should  be  dissolved,  was  evidently 
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devised  by  some  one  wholly  igDorant  of  the  cJrcam- 
stances  of  the  country,  and  who  thought  it  would  be 
as  serious  an  injury  to  the  members,  as  such  an  ope- 
ration would  be  to  the  members  of  the  English 
Parliament :  when  in  fact,  the  only  effect  here 
would  have  been,  after  two  or  three  experiments, 
to  have  procured  a  legislature  uoanimous  in  their 
opposition. 

1/ord  Hillsborough  possessed  a  great  deal  of  that 
systematic  duplicity,*  and  courtier-like  flattery,  which 
have  too  ofleD  been  mistaken  by  monarchs  for  the 
substantial  qualifications  of  statesmen.  His  mea^ 
Eures,  as  secretary  for  the  colonies,  a^ravated  every 
difficulty,  Otis  had  seen  so  much  of  his  mismaiiage- 
meot,  that  he  felt  a  strong  contempt  for  him,  which 
was  expressed  on  several  occasions.  It  has  been 
already  regretted,  that  there  are  no  reports  of  any 
of  his  speeches;  yet  occasionally  some  contemporary, 
the  survivor  of  his  generation,  can  recall  some  pas- 
sage, that  had  made  a  strong  impression  from  its 
humour  or  peculiarity.  One  or  two  of  these  may 
be  cited,  relating  to  Lord  Hillsborough.  At  the 
time  the  measures  ip  regard  to  the  circular  letter 
were  under  debate,  and  he  was  speaking  in  the  most 

*His  powei  in  Ihi*  wiijr  must  bun  bern  coniidersble,  liaca  he  wu 
able  to  deceiv*  even  the  aagacitj  of  Franklin.  When  the  latter  vii  proEecut- 
ing  bii  favourite  Kheme  of  a  great  •rlilement  on  the  Ohio,  Hitlaborougb  ariris- 
ed,  with  a  waroi  appearance  or  friendship,  to  eilend  hu  demand  for  land. 
'  Ask  fur  more,'  laid  he,  '  Bik  for  enough  for  a  prDvince.'— Thii  he  did  in  or^i 
to  defeat  hit  object  bj  iti  eilravagBncs.  A  very  (rank  and  amuting  diipla;  of 
Franklin'i  vexaliop  on  thia  tubjecl,  may  be  Been  ip  the  letter  to  hii  aon  giving 
an  account  afil,  as  alao  of  bis  paying  himin  hia  <jwn  coin,  in  an  inlerchftnge 
gfflaltery  during  an  inlerriev  at  Ozford, 
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animated  manner  of  what  was  required  of  them  by 
the  ministry ;  be  asked  with  the  most  emphatic  ex- 
pression of  contempt :  ^  and  who  are  these  minis- 
ters? The  very  frippery  and  foppery  of  France, 
the  mere  outsidcs  of  monkeys  !*'*  On  another  occa- 
sion,  after  the  legislature  had  been  adjourned  to 


*  These  contempfuous  expressions  were  related  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Dan- 
forth,  who  remembered  them  from  their  singularity.     They  probably  occurred 
in  a  speech}  of  which  Governor  Bernard  gives  the  following  account,  in  hit 
letter  to  the  earl  of  Hillsborough,  of  June  35th,  1768.    *<  In  the  afternoon, 
when  the  messages,  &c.  (this  was  the  message  that  communicated  Lord  Hills- 
borough s  order  to  rescind  the  circular  letter,)  were  read  a  second  time.    Otis 
made  a  speech  near  two  hours  long,  of  the  most  violent  and  virulent  nature. 
He  abused  all  persons  in  authority  both  heie  and  at  home  ;  he  indeed  excepted 
the  kiog^s  person,  but  traduced  his  government  with  all  the  bitterness  of  words. 
He  said  that  the  kuig  appointed  none  but  boys  for  his  ministers ;  that  they  had 
no  education  but  travelling  through  France, .from  whence  they  returned  full 
of  the  slavish  principles  of  that  country  ;  that  they  knew  nothing  of  business 
when  they  came  into  their  offices,  and  did  not  stay  long  enough  in  them  to 
acquire  that  little  knowledge  which  is  gained  from  experience  ;  that  all  buNness 
was  really  done  by  the  clerks,  and  even  they  were  too  frequently  changed  to 
understand  what  they  were  about ;  that  the  people  in  England  did  not  know 
what  the  rights  of  Englishmen  were  ;  that  there  was  not  a  person  in  England, 
capable  of  composing  so  elegant,  so  pure,  and  so  nervous  a  writing,  as  the 
petition  to  the  king,  which  passed  the  last  session,  &c. 

*'  I  give  your  lordship  a  specimen  of  this  rhapsody  ;  and  it  was  remarked 
that  in  this  general  censure  of  the  administration  of  the  king^s  government,  no 
exception  was  made  of  the  ministers  who  favoured  America  by  the  repeal  of 
the  stamp  act,  and  by  other  indulgences,  by  the  abuse  whereof  this  very  fac- 
tion has  risen  to  this  head :  all  were  involved  in  one  common  obloquy.  I  quote 
these  sayings  from  the  mouths  of  those  who  heard  them  delivered  in  the  house, 
which  was  laid  quite  open,  both  doors  and  gallery,  upon  this  occasion,  but 
neither  they  nor  I  can  pretend  to  exactness  of  words,  but  the  substance,  I  dare 
say,  does  not  vary  materially.  In  another  part  of  his  speech,  he  passed  an 
encomium  on  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  extolled  the  times  preceding  his  advance- 
ment, and  particularly  the  murder  of  the  king,*"  Sir  Francis,  in  repeating 
these  hearsays,  is  obliged  to  admit,  that  the  orator  spoke  of  the  king  with 
respect ;  but  if  he  had  not,  he  would  have  considered  it  little  more  reprehensi- 
ble than  the  freedom  with  which  he  treated  the  minister  and  governoi.  The 
speech  of  *  two  hours*  by  Otis  on  this  occasion  was  one  of  his  most  masterly 
harangues. 


32S  UFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

Cambridge,  as  will  be  presently  described.  It  was  . 
said  in  favour  of  some  measure,  that  it  was  taken  hy 
adrice  of  council.  In  noticing  this  justification,  Otis 
exclaimed,  " aye,  by  advice  of  council  forsooth!  and 
so  it  goes,  and  so  we  are  to  be  ruined  !  The  cmincil 
are  governed  by  his  excellency,  his  excellency  by 
lord  Hillsborough,  lord  Hillsborough  by  his  majes- 
ty, his  majesty  by  lord  Bute,  and  lord'Bute  by  the 
Lord  knows  wha  This  recalls  tA  mind  what  used 
to  be  said  when  I  was  a  student  in  this  place.  It 
was  observed  at  that  time,  that  the  president  direct- 
ed the  scholars  how  they  should  act,  madam  direct- 
ed the  president,  Titus  their  black  servant  governed 
«madam,  and  the  devil  prompted  Titus!" 


enanttv  xxn, 

Seitunt  by  the  Cotianutionera — Town-meeting — Arrioal  of  tht 
Troopt — Feeling*  of  iht  people — Rtfatal  of  tht  inhabiumU  to 
j'ointn  amiuemenit  miih  the  Crown  oficert— Meeting  oflkeltgif 
lature  in  1769 — Proceedingi  relative  to  the  army  in  Bottm — 
Legiilattire  adjourned  to  Cambridge — Protett — .flnvirer  (o  the 
GimemorU  reipiintioni — Recall  of  Governor  Bernard — Hit 
adminulralion. 

0\  the  lOth  day  of  June,  a  vessel  belonging  to 
Mr.  Hancock  was  seized  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  customB,  in  a  very  violent  and  insulting  manner. 
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Several  barges  from  a  ship  of  wa?  took  possession 
of  the  vessel,  towed  it  from  the  wharf,  and  anchored 
it  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  Romnej  ship  of 
war.  The  inhabitants  considered  this  act,  as  parti- 
cularly designed  to  mortify  the  chief  merchant,  and 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  patriots  of  the  town. 

• 

A  mob  assemUed,  assaulted  some  of  the  Custom- 
House  officers,  and  burnt  the  collector's  boat.  The 
next  day,  the  officers  retired  to  the  castle,  declarii^ 
that  they  did  not  consider  their  lives  safe  in  the 
town*  This  affair  was  doubtless  concerted,  that  some 
disturbance  m^ht  ensue,  to  justify  the  employment 
of  the  army  that  had  been  already  ordered.  A 
Town-meeting  was  held  at  which  Otis  presided,^ 
when  a  committee  of  twenty-one,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  late  occurrences,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  agent  in  England,  to  prevent  misrepre- 
sentations from  beii^  listened  to  by  the  ministry. 
The  council,  whose  conduct  had  always  been  studi- 
ously moderate,  passed  certain  resolution^'censuring 
the  Custom  House  officers;  which  the  House  could 
not  act  upon,  before  they  were  dissolved.  When 
the  next  legislature  met  in  1769,  one  of  the  first 
measures  was  to  pass  a  resolve,  thanking  the  council 
for  their  proceedings,  which  had  involved  them  in  a 
long  altercation  with  Governor  Bernard,  and  in  which 
they  had  blamed  the  commissioners  and  justified  the 
town. 

After  the  letter  of  the   agent,   mentioning  the 
intention  of  sending  troops  to  Boston,  *  was  received 
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at  the  close  of  the  summer  of  1768,  and  the  GoreN 
nor  had  also  said  in  confirmation  of  common  report, 
that  some  regiments  were  expected,  the  ferment  in 
public  opinion  became  general.  A  towo-meeting 
was  held  Sept.  12th,  which  was  opened  with  a  pray- 
er by  Dr.  Cooper.  Otis  was  chosen  moderator. 
The  petition  for  calling  the  meeting  requested,  that 
enquiry  should  be  made  of  his  excellency,  for  *<  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  sundry  declarations  made  by 
him,  that  three  regiments  might  be  daily  expected," 
&&  A  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  him, 
and  it  viaa  also  voted,  that  a  petition  should  be  present- 
ed, urging  him  in  the  present  critical  state  of  affairs 
to  issue  precepts  for  a  general  assembly  of  the  Pro- 
vince, to  take  suitable  measures  for  the  preservation 
of  their  rights  and  privileges;  and  that  he  should  be 
requested  (o  favour  the  town  with  an  immediate 
answer.*     Another  committee  was  chosen,  to  take 


•  Governor  Bernard,  in  bit  letler  lo  lord  HilUbflrougl)  of  Juna  ISib,    IT68, 

coiDTnittee,  wlitili  wa>  in  general  ver]' rsipeclBble,  aiiended  me  in-B  train  of 
elei'en  chaiiei :  I  received  them  with  all  po>iiblc  civiliij,  and  having  heaid 
their  pelilion,  I  talked  veij  fieely  with  Ihem  upon  the  tubjecl,  but  poat- 
poncd  giving  a  formal  answer  till  ibe  next  da;,  aa  it  should  be  in  writing. 
I  then  had  wine  handed  round,  and  ihej  left  me,  higblj  pleased  with  their  le- 
<eplion  ;  especiall;  that  part  which  had  not  been  used  lo  an  interview  with 
me.  The  next  da;,  Mr.  (Jtis  baring  received  my  answer  In  willing,  reported 
the  whole,  look  notice  of  the  polite  ireotment  they  had  received  from  me,  and 
concluded,  that  be  reall;  believed  I  was  a  well  wisher  to  tlie  province  :  thia 
from  bim  was  uncommon  and  extraordinary.  The  answer  was  universoJIf 
approved,  to  Ihni  just  at  this  lime,  I  am  popular  :  Whenever  my  duty  obtigei 
me  to  do  any  thing  they  don't  like,  there's  an  end  of  my  popularity,  aoA 
therefore  I  do  not  expect  lo  enjoy  it  a  week."  There  is  a  certain  ingenuoiit- 
■en,  in  the  remark  that  [hose  of  the  committee  were  most  pleased  with  him, 
who  were  unaccuitomed  to  teeing  him.;  and  ia  Ihi  luggesiion  that  hli  popu- 
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the  state  of  affairs  into  consideratieo,  and  report  at 
the  adjoumnient  the  next  day.* 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  the  Governor's  reply 
waB  read.  It  stated*  that  his  **  apprehensions  tha', 
loiiie  of  his  majestjr's  troops  were  to  be  expected  in 
BostoDf^rose  from  information  of  a  private  nature  ;** 
he  had  no  public  tetters  on  the  subject :  if  quarters 
were  wanted  for  the  troops,  he  should  apply  to  the 
Council.  On  the  other  point  he  answered,  **  The 
business  of  callii^  another  assembly  for  this  year,  is 
before  the  kii^ ;  and  I  can  now  do  nothing  in  it,  till 
i  receive  his  majesty's  commands."  The  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  affairs,  reported 
several  resolves,  tracing  their  rights  to  the  provis* 
iiHis  of  the  charter,  and  several  acts  of  parliament 
tince  the  revolution  of  1688,  and  that  they  could 
not  be  called  on  to  pay  taxes,  which  they  had  not  vot- 
ed.    They  also,  after  citing  an  act  of  Parliament  of 

lultr  d^wndMl  on  hii  not  dalnf&Bj  thioE  vUch  ibvj  would  dniike,  aiid  then- 
Ibra  it  would  not  lait  a  week,  Tha  laltsi  pati  of  hit  lenuirki  ibew,  thai 
with  ■  mai  of  Beraaid'*  Umper,  a  nitoralion  of  "  tbt  ancienl  |aod  n&lUN 


*  Inalettorlo  tha  Oomminionen  rromonaof  thcii  tplai,  written  on  itw 
dajof  IbilTown  meetioi,  togitecheoiBDaccouTilof  what  palKd,  tb«  inlbr* 
cr  (alli  them,  that  Ibe  people  mrl  in  Faneuil  Hell ;  Ibal  Mr.  Otia  waa  choMa 
iDOderatoi,  ani  wat  recelfed  with  a  univeiial  di)iping  of  hsaili ;  )h*i  ib* 
halt  not  twine  large  eiiou|b  lo  conlsia  tbeni,  the;  adjouinsd  to  Di.  SewBll'f 
meetioi  bouae  ;  that  HTOral  molloni,  and  the  nppoinliog  a  drpuutioa  to  wall 
on  hU  Excelteocr,  Ihey  agref  d  to  adjourn  to  the  nen  ahernooD!  "  the  modeia. 
lot  &nt  making  a  ipMch  10  the  iababhaoii,  itrongly  recom mending  peace  and 
good  Older,  and  the  piarancei  Ibe  people  labouied  uudei  mi^hl  he  in  ilire  remo* 
nd ;  if  not,  and  wa  were  called  on  to  defrod  our  libertiet  and  privilrgt-a,  be  bop> 
ad  and  balirrod  «e  thould  one  and  all  reriit  even  unt.b«ICHid ;  but  at  Ibe  lamt 
liON,  prayed  Almighty  Cod  It  oltht  Mm  » liappen." 

49 
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William  and  Mary,  and  shewing  that  its  provisions 
were  applicahle  to  them,  voted  that  **  the  raising  or 
keeping  a  standing  army,  without  their  consent  m 
person,  or  hy  their  own  free  election,  would  be 
an  infringement  of  their  natural,  constitutional  and 
charter  rights,  and  the  employing  such  army  for  the 
enforcii^  of  laws  made  without  the  consent  of  the 
people  in  person,  or  by  their  representatives,  would 
be  a  grievance."  They  referred  to  the  same  acts 
for  the  declaration,  that  parliaments  should  be  held 
frequently,  and  as  the  Governor  had  declared  bim* 
self  unable  to  call  a  General  Court,  in  the  present 
emergency,  they  voted,  that  the  town  should  then 
make  choice  of  a  committee,  (o  meet  with  the 
committees  of  othpr  towns  in  a  convention,  to  be 
held  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  22d  of  the  month.  Otis, 
Cushing,  Adams  and  Hancock  were  chosen  the  com- 
mittee. All  these  votes  piassed  unanimously.  The 
next  motion  is  stated  to  have  passed  by  a  very  great 
majority.  It  was  in  the  following  form.  "  Where- 
as by  an  act  of  parliament,  of  the  first  of  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  it  is  declared,  that  the  subjects, 
being  Protestants,  may  have  arms  for  their  defence  : 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town,  that  the  said  declara- 
tion is  founded  in  nature,*  reason,  and  sound  policy, 
and  is  well  adapted  for  the  necessary  defence  of  the 

■  [t  will  be  peiceired,  ihal  by  tlie  aulhoiilj'  tbtj  quoted,  it  was  ooly  "pnt- 
latonlt,"  that  could  be  juelifieil  by  "  nalart,  remon  and  policji,"  for  having 
arms.  Tberc  luiks  in  this  resolve,  as  well  as  in  ihai  o(  thr  legitl&tuie.  Id  tin 
obterTBtlon,  tlinl  "  to  >raiy  brought  among  them  without  iheii  consent,  WM 
in  vnlaicful  auembtofi  ol  Iht  woru  and  amtl  alarming  nature,"  ■  kind  at 
grara  bumour,  wbicb  <loM  not  disparage  the  Mundnees  of  the  reasoniog. 
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oommunity :"  It  proceeds  to  say,  that  by  a  good  and 
wholesome  law  of  the  province,  it  was  ordered  that 
every  man  should  be  armed,  **  and  as  there  is  at 
this  time  a  prevailii^  apprehension  in  the  minds  of 
many,  of  an  approachii^  war  with  France,"  it  was  vot* 
ed,  that  all  the  inhabitants  should  observe  the  in- 
junctions of  the  law.  .  It  was  then  voted,  that  the 
selectmen  should  wait  upon  the  several  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  to  request  them  to  observe  the  next 
Tuesday  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer.  After  which, 
and  ordering  their  proceedings  to  be  published,  the 
meeting  was  dissolved.  -They  here  proceeded  ac^ 
cording  to  the  ancient  habits  of  the  colony  ;  first  de- 
clared their  rights,  and  resolved  to  maintain  them; 
armed  themselves,  and  then  invoked  the  sanction  of 
Heaven. 

Committees  from  sisty-six  towns  met  in  convention 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  at  the  day  named.  They  consider- 
ed themselves  as  a  body  of  private  citizens,  assembled 
from  different  parts  of  the  province,  and  as  such, 
petitioned  Governor  Bernard  to  call  a  General 
Court.  In  his  answer,  he  warned  them  of  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  their  meeting,  and  repeated,  that  it 
was  out  of  hia  power  to  grant  their  request,  till  he 
had  received  instructions  from  England.  The  con- 
vention then  made  a  report,  detailing  their  grievan- 
ces, declaring  their  rights  deprecatii^  the  em|)loy- 
ment  of  a  standing  army,  but  recommending  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province  to  persevere  in  the  most 
prudent  and  peaceable  conduct,  to  discourage  all  vio- 
lence, and  to  wait  with  patience,  till  the  justice  and 
ct«meDcy  of  the  sovereign  should  afford  them  relief. 
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Every  effort  was  made  to  ayert  the  evil  ol  hay* 
ii^  an  army  quartered  io  the  ProTlnce.  General 
Gage,  commandir^  in  chief,  was  besought  in  the 
most  pressing  manner,  to  countennand  it ;  the  io* 
utility  of  this  force  and  the  mischievous  conBequeiv 
ces  that  might  ensue,  were  stated  in  vain.  The 
re^meots,  with  several  vessels  of  war,  arrived  in 
October.  The  ships  were  stationed  in  a  positi<HV 
as  if  to  blockade  the  town;  and  during  various  dis- 
putes about  quarters  for  the  troops,-  after  the  bar- 
racks at  the  Caetle  were  filled,  they  were  lodged 
in  the  town  house,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  partly 
encamped  on  the  Common:*  and  the  town  was 
afflicted  with  all  the  appearance  and  inconveniences 
of  a  garrisoned  place.  Though  the  troops  were 
Well  disciplined,  and  kept  under  as  much  ctmtrol  as 
possible ;  vexations  and  quarrels  soon  multij^ied. 
The  citizens  were  more  and  more  irritated  and 
alienated ;  while  the  insolence  and  indiscretion  t^ 
some  of  the  subaltern  oSicers,  increased  by  the  AU 
will,  which  they  saw  eyery  where  entertained 
against  them,  were  constantly  geJIing  the  feetmgs  of 
the  sensitive  and  high  minded,  and  inflaming  a 
wound,  that  was  soon  rendered  incurable. 

The  intrusion  of  this  military  force  was  a  capita] 
error,  and  shewed  a  truly  profound  ignorance  of  the 


■  Dr.  Bjigi  walking  in  Ibe  Mall,  and  looking  it  tbe  troopt,  obMrved    Mi* 
cailic.illf  to  gome  ollhe  citliens,  in  s   pun  upon  the  cqIdui  of  their  uniforai, 

jo^i.-mhrt  foi  sanM  (ima,  uid  1  Congratulale  jau  D«w,  lb*!  roui  IlkTkOMp 
kn  nd-nm4,'' 
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character  of  the  people,  among  whom  it  was  sent 
There  was  no  possibiiitj  of  emplojbg  it  advantage- 
ously, in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  ministry^ 
The  people  were  not  intimidated  at  its  aspect,  and 
man  to  man  were  always  ready  to  meet  it.  But  it 
was  not  on  mere  animal  force  and  courage  they 
relied.  They  knew  there  were  certain  princi* 
pies  of  political  and  civil  liberty,  to  which  they 
were  habitually  attached,  that  would  support  their 
cause.  Unless  therefore,  the  British  ministry  meant 
to  decimate  the  inhabitants,  and  subject  them  to  the 
absolute  supremacy  and  brutal  action  of  military 
law,  the  force  sent  here,  must  have  been  at  once 
odious  and  inert,  as  in  fact  it  proved.  The  colo- 
nists, besides  their  own  intrinsic  strength  and  energy, 
had  an  echo  to  their  voice  in  England,  which  dis- 
tant as  they  were  from  it,  was  yet  distinctly  respon- 
sive. When  they  resisted  oppression,  there  where 
those,  who  ^  thanked  God,  they  had  resisted ;  two 
millions  of  peo[Je  reduced  to  servitude,  would  be  fit 
instruments  to  make  slaves  of  all  the  rest :''  these 
persons  to  be  sure,  might  be  out  voted,  J)ut  they 
could  not  be  disregarded.  The  cupidity  of  the 
crown  officers  here  made  them  believe,  that  the 
people  would  be  awed  into  servility  by  the  aspect 
of  a  military  power,  which  only  exasperated  them 
into  defiance.  But  by  a  strange  incoherence  of  pur- 
pose, and  the  means  to  enforce  it,  the  ministry  sent 
soldiers,  whom  they  dared  not  suffer  to  use  their 
arms.  As  soon  as  they  came  to  that  extremity,  war 
If  as  at  once  kindled,  and  the  issue,  it  may  pow  be 
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said,  could  not  be  doubtful.  There  was  no  (Hie  cir- 
cumetance  that  made  a  military  force  arailable,  un- 
less it  was  intended  to  produce  what  followed,  a 
civil  war.  The  people,  on  whom  it  was  quartered, 
were  neither  ignorant,  turbulent  nor  cowardlj 
enougli,  to  make  it  applicable.  They  were  neither 
to  be  seduced  from  their  principles,  nor  frightened 
from  their  duties ;  nor  were  they  cruel  and  fero- 
cious in  maintaining  thetr  rights.  They  adhered 
steadily  to  their  cause,  and  were  capable  of  follow- 
ing and  acting  intelligibly  with  skilful  leaders,  well 
versed  in  all  points  of  law,  who  took  no  step  that 
did   not    put  their   enemies  in  the    wrtHig.*     The 

•  An  extrBCl  riom  Burke'i  Epeccli  on  cuncilinliDg  the  coloniei,  and  Geocral 
GtLge's  Icuer,  will  illuslrale  thie  tupic.     "  Pecmit  me,  Sir,  la  add  anothei  cir- 

ininth  and  effecl  of  this  undatable  Bpiril.  1  mean  iheii  educaiian.  In  no 
couniiy  perhaps  in  IW  woild,  it  the  Uiv  so  gpneral  a  Mudj.  The  piofcstion 
iticK  IB  numerous  acd  powerfut  i  and  in  moat  province)  il  takes  Ihe  liad. 
The  grenier  rumbei  of  the  depuliep  sent  10  Ihn  congieH  were  Iflnyets.  Bui 
all  ivho  lead,  and  most  da  read,  endeavout  lo  obtain  lome  sDiatieiing  in  that 
science.     I  hare  been  told  by  an  eminent  bookeeller,  that  in  no  branch  ol  his 

the  law  eipncted  to  the  plintaiions.  The  colaiiisis  have  now  fallen  into  the 
vBf  of  piinling  Ihem  for  Iheir  own  use.  I  hcai  that  they  have  uld  nearly  as 
many  of  BlBckMone's  CommBnIatie.  in  Amarica,  as  in  EiifiUnd.  General 
Gage  maiks  out  tliis  dispositioo  rety  particularly  in  B  leller  on  your  table. 
He  siBtee,  Ihat  all  ihe  people  in  his  govflrnmeni  are  lawyeis,  or  Ematiereci  io 

-latv;  and  ihai  in  Boston,  they  have  been  enabled  hy  succenful  chicane, 
wholly  to  evade  many  ports  of  one  of  your  capital  penal  consiiiutions.  The 
smailncea  of  debate  vill  say,  that  this  knowledge  oiighl  lo  leach  them  mnie 

.  clearly  the  rights  ol  legislature,  thcii  obligations  to  obedience  and  the  penal- 
ties of  rebellion.  All  this  is  mighty  »el1.  But  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  on  thi  floor,  (the  Attorney  General)  who  condescends  to  mark  nhatl 
say  for  animadversion,  will  disdain  that  ground.  He  has  beard,  as  well  as 
I,  thai  when  great  honours  and  great  emolumpnis  do  not  win  over  this  know- 
ledge to  the  service  of  the  slate,  it  is  a  formidable  adversary  to  government. 
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army,  in  their  absurd  employment,  was  made  first 
odious,  then  ludicrous,  and  eventually  captive.  Even 
from  the  very  moment  of  their  arrival,  the  strong 
language  used  at  a  subsequent  [)eriod  by  General 
Lee,  to  his  friend  General  Gage,  was  perfectly  true, 
^  they  stood  on  such  cursed  bad  ground,  that  it  was 
washing  from  under  them  every  minute/' 

The  sentiments  of  respect  and  good  will,  which 
bad  existed  but  a  very  few  years  before,  towards 
the  British  army,  the  ardour  and  cheerfulness,  with 
which  they  had  been  received,  and  the  fellow  feel- 
ing that  led  the  colonists  to  share  all  their  dangers, 
and  exult  in  all  their  triumphs,  was  now  forever 
gone.  Personal  civility  was  still  shewn  to  individu- 
als among  them,  but  with  the  exception  of  the 
crown  officers,  who  had  been  so  solicitous  for  their 
introduction,  they  were,   as  a  body,  regarded  with 

If  the  spirit  be  not  tamed  and  broken  by  these  happy  methods,*it  is  stubborn 
and  litigious.  Ahtunt  studia  in  more*.  This  study  renders  men  acute,  in- 
(tuisitive,  dexterous,  prompt  in  attack,  ready  in  defence,  full  of  resources.** 

General  Gage  wrote  to  the  ministry;  '<  When  the  houses  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  troops,  the  officers  were  threatened  with  the  clause  of  the  mutiny 
act  against  officers,  who  presume  to  take  upon  themselves  to  quaiter  troops, 
Acc.  and  to  prevent  their  being  put  to  any  trouble  on  that  account  by  pervert- 
ing the  act  in  that  particular,  as  bad  been  done  in  so  many  others.  Governor 
Bernard  gave  a  particular  warrant  to  a  commissary,  against  whom  no  action 
could  He,  to  quarter  the  soldiers  in  the  houses  fitted  for  their  reception,  I 
would  take  the  liberty,  my  lord,  to  represent,  that  the  clause  in  question  is 
by  no  means  calculated  for  the  circumstances  of  this  country,  where  every 
man  studies  law,  and  interprets  the  laws  as  suits  his  purposes,  and  where  the 
raeafures  of  government  are  opp<ised  by  every  evasion  and  chicane,  that  can 
be  devised.  An  officer  of  rank  and  long  experience,  may  be  cashiered  by  the 
manai^ement  of  two  Justices  of  the  peace,  the  best  of  them  the  keeper  of  a 
paltry  tavern,  who  shall  find  evasions  to  disobey  the  clauses  of  the  mutiny 
act,  which  they  dislike,  and  to  pervert  the  sense  and  meaning  of  others,  to 
serve  their  designs  against  him." 


.».:  ♦ 
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unireraal  detestation.  An  example  of  this  feeling  wa* 
given  b;  Otis,  on  the  following  occasion.  The  supe- 
rior court  met  bj  adjournment  in  November,  at  the 
town  house,  in  the  council  chamber.  The  main 
guard  was  opposite,  cannon  were  planted  before  the 
buildingt  and  a  body  of  troops  quartered  in  the  rep- 
resentatives chamber.  After  the  court  was  opened, 
Otis  rose,  and  moved  that  the  court  should  adjourn 
to  F&oeuil  Hall.  With  a  significant  expression  of 
loathing  and  scorn,  he  observed,  "  that  the  stench 
occasicmed  by  the  troops  in  the  represeotatirei 
chamber,  might  prove  infectious,  and  that  it  was 
utterly  dert^tory  to  the  court,  to  administer  jus- 
tice, at  the  points  of  bayonets,  and  mouths  of  can- 
non." 

The  tyrannical  and  vindictive  purposei:,  which  had 
oppressed  the  capital  of  the  province,  by  quarterii^ 
upon  it  thb  military  force,  placed  in  a  bright  and 
thrilling  contrast  the  pure  and  exalting  influence 
that  pervaded  society.  If  the  opposition  to  the 
measures  of  the  government  had  been  only  **  the  last 
efforts  of  an  expiring  faction,"  the  imposing  appear- 
ance of  these  disciplined  regiments ;  the  blandishments 
of  an  accomplished  military  retinue ;  accompanied 
with  alt  that  was  most  agreeable  in  the  *  pomp  and 
cireumstance  of  war,'  would  have  dissipated  the 
frowns  and  ill-will  of  the  inhabitants,  and  won  them 
over,  to  a  cheerful  interchange  of  civility.  But  the 
state  of  public  feeling  was  demonstrated,  as  well  by 
the  common  aspect  and  movements  of  society,  as  l:^ 
ofiicial    protests   aitd    remonstrances.       A   Tirtuous, 
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brare  and  enlighteDed  people,  saw  the  chuns  that 
were  prepared  for  theoit  and  neither  snares  Dor 
threats,  neither  force  nor  seduction,  could  make 
them  Waver  for  a  moment  in  their  des^  of  resis* 
lance.  An  uoicn  of  sentiment,  founded  on  the  purest 
and  noblest  qaalities  of  human  nature,  blended  all 
elaaaes  of  society  io  one  common  disposition.  While 
the  country  was  in  danger,  while  its  defenders  were 
in  deep  anxiety,  arausements,  that  would  have  been 
at  other  times  innocent  and  congenial,  were  fore> 
gone;  especially,  if  they  were  to  be  partaken 
with  those,  who  were  held  to  be  the  instruments  of 
despotifm.  A  striking  examj^e  of  the  prevalence  of 
these  princif^es  was  given  the  winter  after  the 
British  troops  arrived.  Some  of  the  crown  officers, 
who  thought  the  public  gloom  disloyal,  circulated  a 
proposal  for  a  regular  series  of  dancing  assemblies, 
with  the  insidious  design  of  engaging  the  higher 
classes  in  fashionable  festivity,  to  falsify  the  asser* 
tions  of  the  prevailing  distress ;  and  also,  to  undermine 
the  stem  reserve  *that  was  maintained  towards  the 
army,  and  thereby  allay  the  indignation  against  the 
system  which  they  were  sent  to  enforce.  But  out 
of  the  contracted  limits  of  their  own  circle,  they 
could  not  obtain  the  presence  of  any  ladies.  Elegant  . 
■'manners,  gay  uniforms,  animating  bands  of  music, 
the  Natural  impulse  of  youth,  all  were  resisted.  The 
women  of  Boston,  on  this  occasion,  refused  to  join  in 
ostentatious  gaiety,  while  their  country  was  in  mourn- 
ing* 

*  Th«  following  vxttacti  ftri  lakan  from  Ihe  Anwilcan  Giteilc,  publlibad 
pwlodicBlIj  ID  Lnndan,  wlueb  cmuiaiA  n(ulu  journiJofM 
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How  finely  does  this  circumstance  illustrate  the 
character  of  those  heroic  times !  On  how  manj 
occasions  did  the  noble  minded  women  of  America, 
shew  themselves  worthy  of  being  respected  and 
cherbhed !  Their  sex  indeed,  is  not  called  upon  to 
take  an  active  part  in  public  affairtf  In  ordinary 
times,  their  voluntary  interference  in  political  concerns 
is  very  rarely  acceptable,  and  always  liable  to  be 
misconstrued.  Their  exclusion  from  the  irritating 
cares  of  common  politics  has  the  fortunate  tendency, 
to  prevent  the  bitterness  of  party  spirit  from  invad- 
ing  and  overwhelming  the  scenes  of  domestic  quiet, 
and  of  social  intercourse.  But  in  eras  of  great  na- 
tional trial,  when  the  whole  fabric  of  liberty,  pros- 
perity, and  honour,  is  in  danger ;  if  women,  either 
through  ignorance  or  corruption,   then  hesitate   in 

Boiloii.     December  Kill,  1769.     Wliile  the  fiiendi  at  (be  caunlry  are  recora- 

tiam  dssembly  at  Concert  Hnll;  where  IJie  board  »  again  helrl  in  the  day  time, 
and  a  ceiitinel  placed  far  iheii  )|uarcl :  one  arilieir  livery  bDnimen  bas  waittii 
upon  the  (jgntlcmcii  anti  ladies  or  the  toitn,  with  proposals  and  a  Bubicriplian 
paper:  whichi  to  uie  a  courtly  phraie,  hai  titen  almost  universallj  treated 
with  tlic  contempt  it  deserves. 

December  23. — tl  may  now  be  said,  thai  the  governor  and  eominiuioners 
have  the  last  night  had  a  sort  of  uBSrmbly  at  Concert  Hall.  Never  were  Iba 
gentlemen  concerned  more  liberal  in  their  inviiatianB  ;  even  iIig  ladies  vho  de- 
clined subscribing  had  their  cards  ;  [he  neighbouring  towns  were  reconnoitred 
for  fainalrs,  atid  (he  good-natured  lolicilor  for  the  Board  orCommiuioiMn,  *'i 
was  so  complaisant  as  lo  oHer  to  go  as  far  as  Salein,  to  bring  two  dcfiiels 
Ttom  thence  :  their  efforts  were  6nal1y  so  sitccessTu!  hi  to  piiKure  fioid  among 
tbemselve)  and  their  ronnertions,  about  ten  or  twelve  unmarried  )adiei,'whoae 
quality  and  meiita  have  sinaa  been  related,  with  the  aprigbtl/  humour  of  a 
military  gallant.  There  was  indeed  a  numerous  and  biasing  appearance  of 
men,  but  the  ladies  of  all  a^es  and  conditions  so  few,  that  the  most  precise 
puritan  could  not  Bnd  his  be^  tacharge  the  OMembly  |j|k  |||^guUtr  of  ibc 
criuw  of  mixed  dancing." 
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their  predilections ;  if  they  will  smile  on  the  featlb* 
ered,  embroidered,  foreign  aggressor,  in  preference 
to  the  plain  and  manly  defender  of  his  country,  that 
country  is,  or  wUl  be  soon,  enslaved,  or  else  possess- 
ed by  men  little  superior  to  a  reckless  banditti*     It 
is  at  epochs  like  that  of  the  American  revolution, 
when  the  opinions  of  women,  secluded  as  they  are 
from  the  struggle,  of  political  life,  become  of  impor- 
tance to  a  cause ;  when  they  help  to  animate  and  sus- 
tain men  through  every  perilous  chance  of  fortune. 
Such  was  the  virtuous  course,  such  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  American  women,  at  this  momentous  period. 
Their  conduct  shewed,  that  their  country  and  them-> 
selves  were  worth  defending ;  their  national  sympa- 
thy gave  a   glow  to  all    the  charities  of  kindred, 
stimulated  patriotism  by  its  applause,  and  rewarded 
it  with  their  affection. 

After  the  legislature  was  dissolved,  in  the  summer 

of  1768,  the  governor  declined  calling  another,  and 

the  regular  winter  session  therefore  did  not  take 

place.     A  new  legislature  was  summoned  in  1769, 

and  met  at  the  usual  time,  the  last  Wednesday  of 

May.     As  soon  as  the  house  was  organized,  Otis  was 

made  chairman  of  a  comnuttee  to  remonstrate  against 

the  armed  force  that  occupied  the  town,  and  imme- 

«diately  surrounded  the  place  ot  their  meeting;  and 

to   request    the   goifemor  to  give  prompt    orders 

for  the  removal  of  this  force  ^  by  sea  and  land,  out 

of  this  port,  and  the  gates  of  this  city,  during  the 

session.''     The  same  committee  reported  a  protest 

and  resolutions  against  this  armament,  declaring  that 
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tbej  took  their  part  in  the  elections  of  the  Aay  from 
necessitj — and  their  having  done  bo,  while  an  armed ' 
force  remaiDed  in  the  town,  "  was  not  to  be  consid- 
ered t  precedent,  or  construed  as  a  Toiuntary  reced- 
ing uf  the  house  from  their  constitutional  claim.** 
The  amwer  of  the  governor  was  laconic :  **  Gen- 
tlemen, I  have  no  authority  over  his  majesty's  ship! 
in  this  pbrt*  or  his  troops  in  this  town ;  nor  can  I 
give  any  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  same." 

Otis,  and  his  father,  who  had  been  again  negativ- 
ed as  a  counsellor,  together  with  Hawley,  Hancock, 
Adams,  Preble  aocf  Warren,  were  the  committee  iar 
answering  this  speech.  They  began  by  declaring 
their  opinion,  that  his  excellency  is  the  king's  Iteif- 
tenant  r.nd  captain  general,  and  commander  in  chief 
within  the  province,  and  in  as  ample  a  manner,  as 
his  lieutenant  in  Ireland  or  any  other  dominioo 
appertaining  to  the  realm.  It  thence  follows  that 
sll  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  under  his  con- 
troul,  at  least,  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  the  security 
of  the  privilrges  of  the  house.  They  admitted 
the  king's  prerogative  to  order  his  forces  whith- 
er he  pleased.  That  to  destine  the  Sects  and 
inarch  the  armies  of  the  '^te  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  where  they  may  falfliHbssary  for  the  defence 
and  preservation  of  the^socii^'^  beloi^  to  the  crovm  j 
yet  It  is  impossible  to  believe,-  t'ffiftn  military  power, 
or  a  standing  army,  procured  and  Btatimed  here,  'm 
Consequence  of  misrepresentations  of  the  duty  and 
loyalty  of  his  majesty's  subjects  of  the  province,  and 
Duddenl^  quartered,  not  only  contrary  to  act  of  par* 
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Uameot,  and  to  every  principle  of  reuon,  justice  and 
equity,  but  accompanied  with  everj  mark  of  con* 
tempt,  reproach  and  ioBuIt,  to  as  brave  and  loyat  tt 
people  as  ever  served  a  prince,  can  be  uoconirda^ 
ble  bj  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  Province  { 
which,  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  is  the  full  and 
Just  representative  of  the  supreme  executive  of  ths 
vhf^e  empire. 

**It  is  well  known,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thit^  . 
for  disturbances  to  happen  in  populous  cities;  and 
such  as  have  unfortunately  taken  place  in  this  Pro^ 
vince  ha^e  been  greatly  misrepresented.  We  hava 
not  only  been  told  of,  but  all  parts  of  the  empire 
have  been  alarmed  with  apprehensions  of  danger  to 
his  majesty's  government  in  North  America  in  gene> 
ral,  and  this  Province  in  particular,  by  reason  of  the 
most  exaggarated  accounts  of  certain  disturbances } 
which  howfever,  have  in  every  instance,  been  far, 
rery  fnr,  from  being  carried  to  that  atrocious  and' 
alarming  length  to  which  many  have  been  in  Bri- 
tain, at  the  very  gates  of  the  palace,  and  even  in 
the  royal  presence.'* 

They  conclude  by  sayit^ :  **  we  think  we  can 
infer,  from  your  Excellency's  declaration,  that  this 
military  force  is  uncontrolable  by  any  authority  m 
the  Province.  It  is  thbn  a  power  without  any 
check  here ;  and  tlierefore  so  far  absolute.  Ad 
absolute  power,  which  has  the  sword  constantly  in 
hs  hand,  may  exercise  a  vigorous  severity  whenever 
it  pleases.  What  privilege,  what  security  is  then 
left  to  this  bouse,  whose  Tery  existence,  to  any  pur- 
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pose*  depends  on  its  privilege  and  security?  Notb^ 
ii^  remains  in  such  a  state,  if  no  redress  can  be  had 
from  the  king's  lieutenant  in  the  Province,  but 
that  the  oppressed  people  unite  in  lajing  their  fer- 
vent and  humble  petition  before  their  gracious 
sovereign.*'  This  answer  placed  the  Governor  in 
a  very  awkward  dilemma,  the  pusitioDB  assumed 
were  iocontrovertible,  and  if  he  could  not  command 

.  the  military  forces,  it  was  a  degradation  that  no 
other  Governor  had  known.  He  doubtless  might 
have  ordered  them  away,  at  least  to  a  short  dis- 
tance, yet  this  would  have  been  a  still  greater  hu- 
miliation, as  he  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  pro- 
curir^  them  to  be  sent.  The  legislature  adjourned 
from  day  to  day,  transacting  no  business  ;  when  the 
Governor,  after  a  fortnight,  sent  them  a  message, 
re-as9crting  that  he  could  not  command  the  troops 
to  remove.  He  lamented  that  they  should  have 
passed  a  fortnight  doing  nothing,  and  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  **  five  hundred  pounds  lawful."  The  at- 
tempt to  shake  their  popularity  by  the  mention  of 
this  waste  of  five  hundred  pounds,  bordered  on  the 
ludicrous;  when,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  mischie- 
vously occasioned  an  expenditure  of  lens  of  thou- 
sands, by  bringing  this  armament  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. He  said,  *'  1  cannot  sit  atJIl  and  sec  such  a 
waste  of  time  and  treasure  to  no  purpose,"  and  as 

,  they  would  not    proceed   to  business  where    they 

were  ;  he  should  remove  the  court  to  Cambridge  ; 

and   it    was  accordingly    adjourned    to  that    place. 

'The  house,  when  assembled  at  Cambridge,  sent  an 
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answer  to  this  message,  in  which  they  begin  by  ob- 
serving, that,  as  his  Excellency  had  not  attempted 
to  invalidate  the  principles,  which  they  had  laid 
down  with  regard  to  his  authority,  they  had  reason 
to  presume  them  to  be  well  grounded.  But,  in- 
stead of  the  least  abatement  of  the  military  parade, 
he  had  preferred  to  remove  the  assembly  from  its 
ancient  seat,  where  the  business  could  be  transacted 
with  the  greatest  convenience  and  dispatch.  They 
add,  ^  It  is  with  pain,  that  we  are  obliged  here  to 
observe,  that  the  very  night  after  this  adjournment 
was  made,  the  cannon  were  removed  from  the 
court  house,  as  though  it  had  been  designed,  that 
so  small  a  circumstance  of  regard  should  not  be 
paid  to  the  assembly,  when  convened  by  the  royal 
authority  and  for  his  majesty's  service  in  the  colo- 
ny." They  conclude  by  noticing  his  allusion  to  the 
cost  of  time  and  expense  in  this  session ;  justify  their 
conduct  with  dignified  moderation,  and  assure  him, 
that  they  and  their  constituents  will  consider  the 
expence  he  mentions,  wholly  insignificant,  in  compa- 
rison **  with  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  the  privi- 
leges of  the  house,"  which  they  had  been  called 
upon  to  defend. 

Two  days  after  this  answer,  the  house  passed  cer- 
tain resolutions,  declaring,  that  in  proceeding  to  trans- 
act any  business  at  Cambridge,  which  was  not  the 
proper  place  for  the  assembly  to  be  held,  they  acted 
from  necessity^  and  protested  against  its  being  consi- 
dered as  a  precedent.  The  Governor,  on  the  same 
day,  sent  a  message,  urgii^  them  to  proceed  to  busi- 
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IKS9,  and  specifying  pzirticularly,  certain  pubKc  aefi^ 
that  were  necessaiy  to  be  passed.  On  the  28th  at 
June,  he  informed  them  of  his  recall,  in  the  follow- 
uat  terms  :  **  Gentlemen,  I  think  it  proper  to  inform 
you,  that  his  majesty  has  been  pleased  bj  his  sign 
manual,  to  signify  to  mc  his  will  and  pleasure,  that  I 
repair  to  Great  Britain,  to  lay  before  him  the  state 
of  the  Province."  He  adds,  that  he  understaodi 
he  is  to  be  continued  in  the  office  of  Governor;  that 
during  his  absence,  one  half  the  salary  and  emolu' 
ments  of  the  office  will  be  paid  to  the  Lieutenant 
Oovernor,  and  desires  them  to  proceed  to  grant  hil- 
salary,  before  attendii^  to  any  other  business. 
.  The  next  day,  a  large  committee  of  the  house, 
Otis  being  one,  reported  a  IcHig  series  of  resolutitma, 
accusing  Governor  Bernard  of  having  given,  **  false 
and  highly  injurious  representations  of  the  conduct 
of  his  majesty's  truly  loyal  and  faithful  council  of 
this  colony,  and  of  the  meigistrates  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Boston."  They  dwell  with  indigna- 
tion on  the  standing  army  that  has  been  quartered 
on  the  colony,  and  the  numerous  mischiefs  that  have 
resulted  from  it.  They  repel  the  calumnies  that 
have  been  cast  on  the  Province,  deny  that  any  re- 
sistance has  been  made  to  the  execution  of  the  Jaws, 
or  any  act  of  violence  committed  to  interrupt  the 
course  of  justice,  except  by  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms. They  also  enumerate  several  serious  grie- 
vances, connected  with  various  innovations,  in  judi- 
cial processes. 

A  week  after  the  house  receired  the  message,  aih 
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■ouncing  the  Goremor's  recall,  thej  aent  an  answer; 
ID  which,  after  reciting  his  expreasiooB  in  communi- 
catic^  it,  the}'  add  : — **  We  are  bound  in  duty,  at  all 
times,  and  we  do,  more  especially  at  this  time,  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  the  lawful  command  of  our  sove- 
reign. It  is  a  particular  satisfaction  to  us,  that  hb 
majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  true  state  of 
this  province  to  be  laid  before  him ;  for  we  have 
abundant  reason  to  be  assured,  that  when  his  majes- 
1y  shall  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  great  and  alarm- 
ii^  grievances  which  his  loyal  subjects  here  have 
suffered,  through  your  administration,  and  the  injury 
they  have  sustained  in  their  reputation,  he  will,  in 
his  great  clemency  and  justice,  frown  upon,  and  for* 
ever  remove  from  his  trust,  all  those,  who  by  wick- 
edly informing  his  ministers,  have  attempted  to  de- 
ceive even  his  majesty  himself.  Your  excellency  is 
best  acquainted  with  the  part  you  have  acted :  your 
letters  have  enabled  this  house  and  the  public,  in 
some  measure,  to  form  a  judgment  And  while  you 
will  necessarily  be  employed,  as  this  house  conceives, 
in  setting  your  own  conduct  in  the  most  favourable 
light  before  his  majesty,  we  are  persuaded,  we  shall 
be  able  to  answer  for  ourselves  and  our  constituents, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  our  sovereign,  whenever  we  shall 
be  called  to  it." 

With  respect  to  the  salary,  they  say,  he  must  be 
sensible,  that  the  people  of  the  province  have  never 
failed  in  their  duty  to  make  ample  support  for  the 
government.  They  remind  him,  that  he  is  "fully 
paid  up  to  the  2d  of  August  next — before  the  expi* 
4.'j 
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ration  of  which  time,  you  will  embark  for  Great 
Britain.  We  shell  then  make  the  necesEarj  prori- 
Bion  '  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  govenimeDt' " 
Tiiej  observe,  that  his  majesty's  49th  iostruction, 
which  he  has  communicated,  is  a  rule  for  him,  but 
was  never  intended  for  them.  They  are  glad  how- 
ever to  perceive  by  it,  that  he  will  not  he  prevent 
ed  from  signing  any  bills,  that  the  public  service  may 
require.  This  attempt  of  the  Governor  to  antici- 
pate the  grant  of  a  salary,  and  to  obtain  payment  for 
a  sinecure,  was  a  striking  instance  of  impdicy;  and 
served  only  at  the  moment  of  separation,  durii^  a 
state  of  strong  collision,  to  shew  in  a  stronger  light, 
his  avaricious  spirit,  which  had  already  excited  so 
much  distrust  among  the  people. 

On  the  6'.li  of  July,  he  sent  a  message,  containing 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gage,  wishii^ 
funds  to  be  provided  to  discharge  the  expense  of 
quartering  the  troops  in  Boston;  and  also  some  fur- 
ther communications  from  other  officers,  relating  to 
the  quarters  of  the  troops.  The  house  not  having 
replied,  he  sent  a  second  message  on  the  12th,  re- 
questing an  answer  to  these  requisitions,  and  that 
it  should  be  explicit  and  distinct.  In  reply,  they  re- 
mark upon  his  impatience  and  urgency,  when  he  bad 
not  sooner  imparted  to  them  any  knowledge  of  Gene- 
ral Gage's  letter,  though  it  had  been  in  his  possession 
for  six  weeks.  They  then  go  into  a  very  "  distinct 
and  explicit"  examination  of  these  requisitions,  and 
the  clauses  of  the  mutiny  act,  on  which  they  are 
founded.     The  committee  who  gave  this  answer. 
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WBB  compiled  of  nearly  the  same  individuals,  as 
many  previous  ones  that  have  been  mentioned. 
Colonel  Otis,  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Williams,  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, Mr.  Otis,  Col.  Ward  and  Mr.  Hancock.  The 
conclusion  of  this  message,  the  last  which  the  house 
sent  to  Governor  Bernard,  is  both  for  style  and  mat- 
ter, such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  men  who 
prepared  it 

"  We  shall  now,  with  your  Excellency's  leave, 
take  a  nearer  view  of  the  act  of  Parliament  above 
mentioned.  The  whole  continent  has,  for  some 
years  past,  been  distressed  with  what  are  called 
acts  for  imposing  taxes  on  the  colonists,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  raising  a  revenue ;  and  that  with- 
out their  consent  in  person,  or  by  representatives. 
This  subject  has  been  so  fully  handled  by  the  seve« 
ral  assemblies^  and  in  the  publications  that  have 
been  made,  that  we  shall  be  as  brief  as  possible 
upon  that  head ;  but  we  take  leave  to  observe,  that 
in  strictness,  all  those  acts  may  be  rather  called  acts 
for  raising  a  tribute  in  America,  for  the  further  pur- 
pose of  dissipation  among  place-men  and  pensioners. 
And,  if  the  present  system  of  measures  should  be 
much  further  pursued,  it  will  soon  be  very  difficult, 
if  possible,  to  distinguish  the  case  of  widows  and. 
orphans  in  America,  plundered  by  infamous  infor- 
mers, from  those  who  suffered  under  the  adminis- 
tration ot  the  most  oppressive  of  the  governors  of 
the  Roman  provinces,  at  a  period,  when  that  once 
proud  and  haughty  republic,  after  having  subjugated 
the  finest  kingdoms  in  the  world,  and  drawn  all  the 
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treasures  of  the  east  to  imperial  Rome,  fell  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  unbounded  corruption  and  veruilttj  of  itt 
grandees.  But  of  all  the  new  regulations,  the 
Stamp  Act  not  excepted,  thb  under  consideration  19 
the  most  excessivelj  unreasonable.  For,  in  effect, 
the  yet  free  representatives  of  the  free  assemblies 
of  North  America,  are  called  upon  to  repay,  of 
their  own  and  their  constituents'  money,  such  sum  or 
sums,  as  persons,  over  whom  they  can  have  no 
check  or  control,  may  be  pleased  to  expend  !  As 
Representatives,  we  are  deputed  by  the  people, 
agreeable  to  the  royal  charier  and  laws  of  this 
province.  By  that  charter  and  the  nature  of  our 
trust,  we  are  only  empowered  to  *  grant  such  aids,' 
and  *  levy  such  taxes  for  his  majesty's  service,  as 
are  reasonable ;'  of  which,  if '  we  are  not  free  and 
independent  judges,  we  can  no  longerbe  free  repre- 
sentatives, nor  our  constituents  free  subjects.  If 
we  are  free  judges,  we  are  at  liberty  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  our  own  understanding,  without  regard  to 
the  mandates  of  another;  much  less  can  we  be  free 
judges,  if  we  are  but  blindly  to  give  as  much  of  our 
own  and  of  our  constituents  substance,  as  may  be 
commanded,  or  thought  fit  to  be  expended,  by  those 
.we  know  not* 

"  Your  Excellency  must,  therefore,  excuse  us,  in 
this  express  declaration,  that  as  we  cannot,  consis- 
tently with  our  honour,  or  interest,  and  much  less 
with  the  duty  we  owe  our  constituents,  so  we  never 
shall,  make  proTision  for  the  purposes  in  your  several 
messages  above  mentioned." 


LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  351 

The  house  had  prerioualy,  on  the  27th  of  June, 
voted  a  petition  to  the  king  for  the  remoTal  of  Sir 
Francis  Bernard,  Ban»]et,  from  the  governmcnti 
and  making  a  long  list  of  accusations  against  him, 
founded  m  part  on  the  letters  he  had  written  to  the 
ministry,  copies  of  which  were  obtained  and  for^ 
warded  by  Mr.  BoUan,  and  which  entirely  unmasked 
him.  This  petition  was  drawn  up  by  a  committee, 
composed  like  the  one  that  answered  the  preced- 
ing message.  On  the  same  day,  July  15th,  that  the 
Governor  received  that  answer,  he  sent  them  a  mes- 
sage, accusing  them  of  factious  opposition,  of  triilii^ 
away  their  time,  and  neglecting  the  transaction  of 
public  business.  He  tells  them,  that  "  to  his  majes- . 
ty  and  to  his  parliament,  must  be  referred  your  invar 
sioD  of  the  rights  of  imperial  sovereignty.  By  your 
own  acts  you  will  be  judged.  You  need  not  be  ap- 
prehensive of  any  misrepresentations,  as  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  your  enemies,  if  you  have  any,  to  add 
to  your  publicaticHis ;  they  are  plain  and  explicit,  and 
need  no  comment."  He  then  bforms  them  that  he 
shall  prorc^e  them,  to  the  usual  period  of  meeting 
in  the  winter.  Governor  Bernard  soon  afterwards 
returned  to  England. 

Thus  terminated  the  disastrous  administration  of 
Sir  Francis  Bernard.  This  gentleman  was  educated 
at  Oxford,  and  was  a  solicitor  practising  in  Doctor's 
Commons,  when  he  received  in  1758,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Governor  of  New  Jersey.  In  J760,  he 
was  removed  to  Massachusetts.  No  Governor  was 
ever,  better  received,  or  more  liberally  rewarded, 
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than  he  was,  id  the  begioiiiiig  of  his  career.  If  he 
fa&d  fallen  oo  ordinary  times,  he  might  bare  run  bis 
course,  without  beii^  remarkable,  or  excitii^  either 
very  strong  complaints,  or  regrets.  He  had  a  sufl>- 
cient  share  of  legal  knowledge  to  qualify  bim  for 
his  station.  He  was  a  good  scholar,  and  fond  of 
literature ;  he  had  read  much,  had  a  powerful 
memory,  and  boasted  that  he  could  repeat  tbe 
whole  of  Shakspeare.  He  was  a  friend  to  Harrai^ 
College,  and  when  one  of  the  college  edifices,  with 
tbe  library,  was  burnt,  he  exerled  all  bis  influenca 
to  repair  the  misfortune.  The  buildii^  now  called 
Harvard  Hall,  was  erected  by  legislative  aid ;  the 
plan  was  given  by  bim,  and  be  took  great  interest 
in  its  execution,  giving  a  part  of  bis  library  to  assist 
tbe  formation  of  a  new  one. 

In  his  administration,  he  soon  began  to  commit 
mistakes,  but  public  opinion  was  not  rashly  turned 
against  him.  He  entered  by  bis  natural  disposition, 
and  his  arbitrary  principles  of  government,  into  all 
the  vietv^  of  tbe  ministry,  whom  he  stimulated  to 
continue  their  system  of  taxation,  by  representing, 
that  they  could  infallibly  obtain  every  point  they 
Wished.  He  was  blinded  by  his  bad  temper,  to  be* 
lieve,  that  the  opposition  in  the  colony,  which  daily 
grew  more  extensive  and  resolute,  could  be  easily 
subdued.  His  personal  animosity  towards  particular 
individuals  led  bim  to  think,  that  all  the  discontent 
was  owing  to  their  efforts,  and  that,  if  they  were 
out  of  the  way,  the  people  would  submit.  When 
he  could  not  doubt  that  tbe  ministerial  scheme  oi 
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revenue  was  unpopular,  and  could  not  be  carried  in- 
to effect  while  the  goTemment  c<Kitinu^  on  its  ai> 
cient  principles,  he  did  not  advise  that  the  system 
should  be  abandoned,  but  occupied  himself  inces* 
aantly  to  destroy  the  charter,  in  order  to  subvert 
the  rights  it  protected.  He  was  arrt^ant,  irritable 
and  implacable ;  and  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of 
the  policy  which  brought  a  military  force  upon  the 
country.  He  was  grasping  in  the  pursuit  of  for- 
tune,* and  excessively  parsimonious ;  of  which  dispo* 
sition,  many  ridiculous  stories  were  circulated  by  his 
own  household,  that  served  to  draw  up<m  him  the 
ccHitempt  of  the  public.  His  character  was  not  of  a 
kind  to  procure  him  private  friends,  who  might  con* 
sole  him  for  public  ill-will.  He  found  the  people 
of  his  government,  free,  loyal,  prosperous,  and  at- 
tached to  the  mother  country ;  he  left  them,  dis- 
contented, oppressed,  and  on  the  brink  of  irrevoca- 
ble alienation.  After  a  residence  of  ten  years,  he 
quilted  a  country,  where  he  had  been  originally  re- 
fwived  with  great  cordiality,  decorated  with  the  fa- 

*  Tha  dajr  pieceding  tbe  teiminstion  o/  the  lad  Kuion,  of  the  Isglilature 
ODder  hit  sdmlDitlialion,  aftet  the  hguH  bad  tcfuMrl  hig  rsqucit  to  ply  Ihi 
•alaif  Id  adiance,  fiii  a  place  be  vag  not  (o  occupj,  ihey  paasad  ■  rcgalre, 
with  tbe  obvioui  inlcnliop  of  placing  hia  Midid  diipoiltioD  in  a  strong  light  '• 
ujulj  I4(h,  tbe  bouE«  regoWed  thai  Heni}  Hutlon,  WiUiani  Bucch,  John 
Robingon,  and  Charleg  Paxton,  Eiquirei,  rommiiiianeri,  should  be  called  on 
to  pay  the  Profince,  S4J.  4>.  at  lant  fbi  the  ute  of  the  loonti  al  Iha  caade, 
occupied  by  ibem  4  1-9  montha  ;  It  being  Ihe  >uin  of  Iwo  dollart  par  mnnlb 
fo>  each  loom,  and  half  ai  much  as  Goveinot  Bernard  detnanded  for  each  of 
•aid  roQmi,  of  the  inhabllanla  of  tbii  FrOTince,  who  bud  ihe  amall-poi  ia 
them."  At  Captain  of  ihe  caalle,  he  had  in  a  moment  of  public  digtrett  n- 
kctn)  ihii  uniToithjr  pcrqiuiite  from  ibe  inbnbilaDK,  foi  the  ute  of  bamckl, 
that  bad  bean  built  at  the  eipence  of  the  Piovinca, 
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Tour,  and  pensioned  bj  the  bouotj  of  his  soTereig% 
and  followed  by  public  hatred  and  derifiion. 


etiovtrr  XXME. 

Spuehtu  of  Olu — Anecdote  of  him  and  fragment  of  a  Letter — C^ 
vmnit*  tigamtt  him  by  the  Crown  OffUeri —AdvertitemeiU — Jit- 
mtiil  upon  him—Coiuequenea  of  hit  wowtdt —  Gnu  vp  the  dams- 
gea — Town-Meeting  and  t^indieation  of  the  Town  ofBoHo*. 

Whbk  the  new  legislature  assembled  in  Boston, 
at  the  close  of  May  1769,  and  found  the  building 
surrounded  with  cannon  and  military  guards,  Otis 
rose  immediately  after  they  were  organized,  and  m 
a  brief  address  of  deep  energy'  and  impassioned  elo- 
quence, declared  how  unworthy  it  was  of  a  free 
legislature,  to  attempt  any  delibei'ations  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  military  force;  and  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  make  immediately  the  pro- 
tests and  remonstrances,  that  have  been  already  men- 
tioned, and  which  were  followed  after  some  days 
delay,  by  their  being  transferred  to  Cambridge.^ 
When  they  had  assembled  in  the  college  chapelp^ 
Otis  again  addressed  them,  before  proceeding  to 
business.  Besides  the  members,  deeply  effected, 
mortified  and  indignant  at  the  insult  which  they  had 
received  from  a   standing  army,  and  revolving  in 
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tbeir  minds  the  growing  tyranny  and  the  gloomj 
prospects  before  them ;  the  students  were  attracted 
by  the  novelty,  as  welt  as  by  a  sympathy,  that  was 
felt  with  all  the  ardour  of  youth  for  a  patriotic  legis* 
lature,  placed  under  a  kind  of  proccription  and 
driven  from  their  own  halls.  These  youths  were 
clustered  round  the  walls  in  listening  groups,  to  wit- 
ness the  opening  of  their  delibereticHis.  He  spoke 
of  the  wdignity  that  had  been  f^ered  them,  on  the 
sad  situation  of  the  capital,  oppressed  by  a  military 
force,  on  their  r^hts  and  duties,  and  the  necessity 
of  persevering  tn  their  principles  to  obtain  redress 
for  all  these  wroi^  which  the  vile  calumnies  and 
misrepresentations  of  treacherous  individuals  had 
brought  upon  them.  He  harai^ued  them  with  the 
resistless  energy  and  glowii^  enthusiasm  that  he 
could  command  at  will ;  and  in  the  course  of  hit 
speech  took  the  liberty,  justified  by  his  succeBsful 
ose  of  it,  as  .well  at  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  occa- 
sion, to  apostrophize  the  ingenuous  young  men,  who 
were  then  spectators  of  their  persecution.  He  told 
them  the  times  were  dark  and  trying,  that  they 
might  be  soon  called  upon  in  turn,  to  act  or  sufier — 
he  made  some  rapid,  vivid  allusions  to  the  classic 
models  of  ancient  patriotism,  which  it  now  formed 
their  duty  to  study,  as  it  would  be  hereafter  to  im- 
itate. Their  country  might  one  day  look  to  them 
for  support,  and  they  would  recollect  that  the  first 
and  noblest  of  all  duties,  was  to  serve  that  country, 
and  if  necessary,  to  devote  their  lives  in  her  cause. 
DuUe  et  decorum  est  pro  piUria  mori.  They  listened 
46 


356  UrE  OP  JAMES  OTiS. 

with  breathless  eagerness,  every  eje  6]led  with 
tears,  and  their  souls  raised  with  each  high  emotioo, 
that  they  might  have  been  led  at  once,  to  wmt 
from  their  enemies  the  cannon,  which  had  been 
pointed  against  the  legislature. 

A  speech  of  a  different  kind  was  made  while  the 
court  were  in  session  at  Cambridge,  which  was  at 
once  brief,  strange  and  inexplicable.  On  some  ques- 
tion in  dispute  between  the  legislature  and  the  gov- 
ernor, Brigadier  Ruggles,  the  staunch  friend  of  the 
latter,  had  delivered  a  very  powerful  and  ingenious 
argument,  which  seemed  to  make  a  strong  imprefr- 
sion  on  the  members.  Otis  rose  after  him,  and  with 
the  fullest  tone  and  most  impassioned  manner,  that 
seemed  to  arrest  the  very  breathing  of  the  house, 
began,  **  Mr.  Speaker,  the  liberty  of  this  country  is 
gone  forever  !  and  Tit  go  after  it."  He  immediate- 
ly tunied  round,  and  walked  out  of  the  chamber. 
The  house  were  thrown  into  a  ludicrous  kind  of 
amazement,  some  smiled,  and  their  thoughts  were 
shaken  from  their  reflections  on  the  speech  of  Rug- 
gles.  Whether  this  was  his  object,  and  that  feel- 
ing a  disinclination  to  answer  his  antagonist,  he  re- 
sorted to  this  burlesque  mode  of  interrupting  its 
effect,  no  one  appeared  to  know. 

A  fragment  of  his  correspondence  in  this  year, 
has  been  preserved  in  print.  A  nobleman  had  writ- 
ten him  a  letter,  dated  April  I3th,  1769,  a  few  para- 
graphs of  which  were  inserted  in  the  Boston  Gazette 
in  July,  as  beii^  part  of  a  letter  '*  from  a.  peer  of 
the  best  blood  in  Britain,  to   his  friend  io  Nortk 
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America,'*  but  the  name  of  the  writer  is  not  given. 
it  is  in  rather  a  studied;  though  elegant  style  ;  imbued 
however,  with  that  querulous  and  despondii^  tone, 
in  speaking  of  public  affairs,  that  is  apt  to  be  found 
among  statesmen  who  are  out  of  office.  It  con- 
cludes thus .-  **  Farewell  sir,  be  of  good  courage, 
and  remember,  that  even  in  these  last  times,  jou 
had  the  comfort  to  receive  such  praises,  and  such 
sympathetic  expressions  of  emotion,  from  a  despised 
remnant  of  a  despised  and  unfortunate,  yet  a  bold 
and  generous  race  of  patriots-^telt  Mr.  Cusbing  and 
those  otbir  gentlemen  whose  regard  I  possess  and 
value,  that  I  remember  them  with  honour  and  with 
pleasure :  tell  tbem,  tell  alt  who  deserve  to  be  told  so, 
that  there  is  a  peer  in  Britain,  who  is  a  true  friend 
to  injured  innocence  and  to  America ;  one  who  lovea 
liberty  and  virtuous  exertions  for  their  own  sakes, 
and  not  for  the  popular  applauses  which  often  ac- 
company them.  That  he  withdraws  himself  from 
his  reward,  and  is  preparing  himself  diligently  for  a 
better  country.  I  am  with  high  consideration  and 
sir,  your  obedient,"  &c 

The  following  extract  from  his  answer  is  preserv- 
ed in  Dr.  Eliot's  Bic^aphical  Dictionary,  Boston 
July  l»th,  1769. 

**  I  embrace  the  opportunity  with  all  humility  and 
gratitude,  to  acknowledge  the  honour  I  have  receiv- 
ed in  a  letter  from  your  lordship.  At  a  time  when 
so  heavy  a  cloud  seems  to  be  impending  over  North 
America,  it  gives  singular  pleasure  to  find  a  noble- 
Bon  of  your  lordship's  rank,  genius  smd  learning,  so 
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dearlj  avowing  the  cause  of  liberty  and  injured  hh 
nocence.  Your  lordship's  seDtimentB  are  a  full  proo^ 
th  it  the  love  of  virtue  and  truth  is  the  best  and  8e< 
curest  basis  of  nobility. 

"The  cause  of  America  is,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
the  cause  of  the  whole  British  empire.  Ad  enifMre, 
which  from  my  earliest  youth,  I  have  been  tat^ht  to 
love  and  revere,  as  founded  in  the  priociplesof  natu- 
ral reason  and  justice  :  and  upon  the  whole,  best  cat 
culated  for  general  happiness  of  any.  yet  risen  to 
view,  in  the  world,  la  this  view  of  the  British  eQ»> 
pire,  my  lord,  I  sincerely  pray  for  its  prdsperity  and 
uncerely  lament  all  adverse  circumstances. 
.  ^  The  Honourable  Thomas  Cuahing,  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
,John  Hancock,  Esq.  and  the  Hon.  James  Otis  of 
Barnstahle,  desire  to  present  their  respectful  thanks 
to  your  Lordship*  for  putting  it  in  my  power,  to 
gratify  those  you  have  distinguished,  as  of  the  same 
principles  and  sentiments  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
with  yourself, 

"  Situated  as  we  are,  my  lord,  in  the  wilderness  of 
America,  a  thousand  leagues  distant  from  the  foun- 
tains of  honour  and  justice,  in  all  our  distreeses  we 
pride  ourselves  in  loyalty  to  the  kii^,  and  our  afieo- 
tion  to  the  mother  country." 

Eipressions  like  these  in  a  letter  to  a  peer  in  oppoei- 
tioD,  as  well  as  those,  which  there  is  unquestionable 
proof  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using  in  all  the  sincerity 
of  private  correspondence,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
small  portion  of  it  yet  remaining,  together  wit)i  fH 
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his  puUic  teetimonies  to  the  same  effect,  demonstrate 
how  sincerely  he  deprecated  a  separation,  which  he 
most  zealously  laboured  to  prevent  His  warnings 
were  given  in  Tain,  and  contributed  to  hia  own  dee- 
tructioQ.  The  angry  efiusi<Hi8  of  Bernard,  tho  person- 
al ambition  of  Hutchinson,  and  the  despicable  de^ 
s^DS  of  a  few  Custom-House  officers,  to  fill  their 
own  pockets  by  exactions  and  seizures,  were  the 
ground  work  of  representations,  which  were  alone 
heeded  by  an  Infatuated  ministry,  while  the  preser- 
Tation  of  an  Empire  was  in  immediate  question.  The 
absurd  and  malignant  reports  of  a  few  greedy  place* 
men  were  implicitly  believed.  Otis,  and  his  fellow 
patriots  hurled  their  javelins  m  vain ;  the  soldiers 
.were  introduced,  and  their  presence  very  soon  plao* 
ed  the  dispute  in  a  way,  to  be'  acted  upon  by  them 
professionally.  The  result  was  fortunate  for  all  the 
world :  but  it  Is  due  to  the  character  of  those  Ameri> 
can  statesmen,  who  hrat  ei^ged  in  this  dispute,  to 
shew,  that  they  endeavoured  with  equal  earnestness 
and  honesty  to  vinaicate  the  rights  of  their  country- 
men, and  to  prevent  a  civil  war.  It  is  necessary  to 
their  integrity  and  consistency  to  prove,  that,  in  ihe 
outset,  their  object  was  to  resist  oppression,  not  to  pro- 
duce a  separation ;  but  this  integrity  and  coiuistency 
were  completely  tried  and  proved,  when  the  alter- 
native of  independence  was  forced  upon  them,  by  the 
glorious  constancy  with  which  it  was  asserted  and 
maintained. 

Otis  had  loi^  been  so  conspicuous  as  a  leader  of  the 
utriotic  party,  his  power  of  excitii^  public  feeling 
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was  so  irresistibte,  hia  opposition  to  the  admuiisfra- 
tion  was  so  bold  and  vehement,  bis  detestatitm  againBt 
those  who  were  bringing  ruin  on  the  country,  was  bo 
open  and  mortifying,  that  secret  representations  bad 
long  been  making  to  render  him  particularlj  obnox- 
ious to  the  ministry,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  arrest 
and  try  him  for  treason.  At  length,  in  the  course  of 
this  summer,  copies  of  several  of  the  letters  of 
Governor  Berna'rd,  and  of  the  commissiraiere,  filled 
with  insinuations,  and  even  charges  of  a  treasonable 
nature,  were  procured  at  the  public  offices  in  En^ 
land,  and  transmitted  lo  him ;  leaving  no  doubt,  that 
if  these  persons  had  ventured  on  Buch  a  criminstiMi 
in  official  letters,  they  had  gone  much  further  in 
their  private  correspondence. 

He  was  stung  to  madness,  by  the  discovery  and 
proofs  of  these  malignant  calumnies,  and  this  secret 
treachery.  Agitated  as  he  was  by  the  actual  and 
impending  evilB,  that  threatened  the  whole  country, 
and  that  were  more  especially  directed,  at  this  peri- 
od, against  his  own  province,  and  his  own  towri; 
penetrated  with  anxious  responsibility  for  the  expe- 
diency of  those  measures  of  opposition,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  chief  advisers,  and  had  long  been  the 
ostensible  leader ;  these  attempts  to  destroy  bis  char 
racter,  if  not  his  life,  excited  the  deepest  indignaticn. 
In  defending  the  cause  of  the  colonies,  he  had  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  justice  would  be  done 
them,  and  when  he  should  derive  advantage  and 
honour  for  all  his  exertions  and  sacrifices.  He  was 
not  acting  as  a  demagt^ue,  nor  as  a  revolutionist.    He 
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was  proud  of  his  rank  in  society ;  and  in  opposing  the 
ministerial  schemes,  he  still  felt  loyalty  towards  the 
soTere^,  and  aSection  for  England ;  and  longed  for 
the  period,  when  he  might  give  proofs  of  both,  not 
in  opposti^,  but  in  supporting  the  views  of  govern- 
ment While  at  this  very  time,  he  found  that  the 
crowD  officers  had  been  assiduously  labouring  to 
blast  his  reputation,  and  endeavouring  to  have  him 
torn  from  his  home,  to  undergo  imprisonment  and 
persecution  in  the  mother  country.  With  the  proofs 
of  their  cwMluct  in  his  possession,  he  could  no  longer: 
restrain  himself^  but  hurled  hb  defiance  and  con- 
tempt in  the  following  notice.* 

"Advertisement.  Whereas  I  have  full  evidence, 
that  Henry  Hutton,  Charles  Peucton,  William  Burch, 
and  John  Rolnn3on,'t  Esquires,  have  frequently  and 
lately,  treated  the  charasters  of  all  true  North  Ame- 
ricans in  a  manner  that  is  not  to  be  endured,  by  pri- 
vately and  publicly  representing  them  as  traitors  and 
rebels,  and  in  a  general '  combbation  to  revolt  from 
Gfreat  Britain;  and  whereas  the  said  Henry,  Charles, 
William  and  John,  without  the  least  provocation  or  ■* 
colour,  have  represented  me  by  name,  as  inimical  to 
the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  disaffected  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  whom  I  annually  swear,  and  am  determined 
at  all  events  to  bear  true,  and  faithful  allegiance  : 
for  all  which  general,  as  well  as  personal  abuse  and 
uisalt,  satisfaction  has  been  personally  demanded, 

'Boaton  Gazette,  Sepleoiber  4th,  1769. 

t  Them  mre  tbe  comininlaneri  of  (he  cunomr. 
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due  wamii^  given,  but  do  sufficient  anawer  obtained; 
these  are  humblj  to  desire  the  lords  commisBiooerB 
of  his  majesty's  treasury,  his  principal  Secretaries  oS 
State,  particularly  my  lord  Hillsborough,  the  Board 
of  Trade,  aod  all  others  whom  it  may  concerD,  or 
who  may  condescend  to  read  this,  to  pay  do  kind  of  re> 
gard  to  any  of  the  abusive  representations  of  me  or  my 
country,  that  may  be  transmitted  by  the  said  Htnty, 
Charles,  William  ax\A  John,  or  their  ctHifederates ;  for 
they  are  no  more  worthy  of  credit,  than  those  of 
air  Francis  Beniard,  of  Nettleham,  Bart^  m*  any  of 
his  cabal ;  which  cabal  may  be  well  known,  from  the 
papers  in  the  house  of  commons,  find  at  every  great 
office  in  England.^  james  oris. 

There  were  some  further  documents  inserted  in '' 
the  same  Gazette,  such  a»  a  correspondence    with 
the  collector,  and  some  extracts  from  the  letters  of 
these  officers  to  the  treasury  and  board  of  trade  iq 
England.* 

The  next  evening,  about  seven  o'clock,  Mr.  Otis 
went  to  the  British  codee-houset  where  Mr.  Robin- 
scHi,  one  of  the  commissioners,  was  sitting,  as  also  a 
.number  of  army,  navy,  and  revenue  officers.  Ai 
soon  as  he  came  in,  an  altercation  took  place,  which 
soon  terminated  in  Robinson's  striking  him  with' a 
cane,  which  was  returned  with  a  weapon  of  the 
same  kind.    Great  confusion  then  ensued.    The  lightt 

*  Foi  tluM  snd  cxhei  pKperf  iBlaling  lo  tbii  diipuie,  (m  Apprndix. 
t  The  Briliib  coflee-taouM  wis  on  the  spot  where  tbe  MauacbuKtti  Bank 
now  itand*  in  Sla.te  Mi*ct, 
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Were«extii^ished,  and  Otis  without  a  friend,  was 
surrounded  bj  the  adherents  of  Robinson.  A  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Gridley  passing  by,  very  boldly 
entered  the  coiTee-house  to  take  the  part  of  Otis, 
against  so  many  foes ;  but  he  was  also  assaulted,  beat- 
en, and  turned  out  of  the  house.  After  some  time 
the  combatants  were  separated,  Robinson  retreated 
by  a  back  passage,  and  Otis  was  led  home  wounded 
and  bleeding. 

This  affair  naturally  excited  much  attention^  Va^ 
rious  and  contradictory  statements  were  given  in  the 
newspapers  respecting  it.  It  was  said,  that  this  in* 
tentional  assault  was  the  result  of  a  meditated  plan  of 
assassination.  Five  or  six  bludgeons  and  one  scab* 
bard  were  found  on  the  floor  after  the  struggle. 
Otis  received  a  deep  wound  on  the  head,  which  the 
surgeons.  Doctors  Perkins  and  Lloyd,  testified  must 
have  been  given  by  a  sharp  instrument.  The  accu- 
'  sation  of  a  preconcerted  intention  to  murder,  is 
doubtless  unfounded ;  but  from  all  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  it  is  plain,  that  it  was  a  brutal  and  coward- 
ly assault,  in  which  several  persons  took  part,  with 
a  disposition,  that  in  the  fury  of  the  moment,  sought 
to  disable  this  great  patriot,  whom  they  so  rancor- 
ously  hated.  If  such  was  their  purpose,  it  to  a  con- 
siderable degree  succeeded. 

The  natural  indignation  that  was  roused  against 
the  authors  of  this  rufiian-like  attack,  the  animosity 
that  existed  towards  the  revenue  officers,  for  their 
insolent  and  oppressive  conduct ;  the  keen  feelings 
natural  to  a  state  of  violent  political  excitement,  the 

47 
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eympathj  and  admiration  that  were  cherished  for 
the  liberal  character,  powerful  talents  and  efficient 
services  of  the  leading  patriot  of  his  day,  all  con- 
spired to    make  the    public    give    thb    transaction, 
the  odium  of  a  scheme  of  assassination.    Pity  for  the 
sufferer  made  them  also  impute  the  impairment  of 
his  reason  to  this  event  exclusively.     It  is  not  how- 
ever, necessary  to  believe,  that  an  assassination  bad 
been  planned,  in  order  to  cover  the  perpetrators  in 
this  barbarous  assault,  with  ignominy.     Nor  can  the 
mental  alienation    which  afterwards  aiBicted    bim, 
and  deprived   the  world  of  his  great  talents,  in  the 
vigour  of  manhood,  for  he    was  at  this   time  only  in 
his    forty-sixth    year,  be    wholly  attributed  to  the 
wound  he  received.     His  disposition  wa.s  so  ardent, 
and  his  mind  so  excitable,  that  its  natural  tendency, 
under  aggravating  circumstances,  was  to    insanity. 
Had   he  lived  in   ordinary  times,   in  the   usual  exer^ 
cise  of  professional  or  political  duties,  undisturbed 
by  adverse  events,  he  might  have  escaped  the  mis- 
fortune that  befel  him.      His  generous  and    social 
humour,  his   wit  and  ready  talent,  would    have  ren- 
dered  his  career,  easy  and  tranquil. '  But  he   was 
called  upon  to  act  io  public  affairs  at  a   moat   ardu- 
ous epoch  :  he  bad  to  maintain  a  continual  struggle 
against  insidious  placemen,  and  insolent  oppressors : 
he  himself  was  denounced,  proscribed  and  frequent- 
ly insulted.     The  feelings  of  his  own  injuries  joined 
to  those  for  his  country,  kept  his  mind  In  constant 
action,  anxiety  and  irritation.     Having  espoused  the 
cause  of  bis  fellow  citizens,   with  all  his  strength 
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and  all  his  mind,  at  a  time  when  new  wroi^  and 
new  difiicultiet  were  incessantly  recurrii^:  he  knew 
no  repose.  His  faculties  were  perpetuallj  agitated, 
and  he  did  not  sufficiently  master  and  subdue  his  in* 
dignatioD  against  Bubaltern  agents,  though  prime 
movers  in  this  mischief,  yet  who  were  in  reality 
deserving  only  of  his  contempt.  It  was  an  unfortu- 
nate yielding  to  his  anger,  the  placii^  himself,  as  he 
did  in  some  degree,  on  a  level  with  the  commission* 
crs  of  the  customs,  vrhom  he  ought  merely  to  have 
unmasked  and  left  to  public  scorn,  without  degrad- 
ing himself  to  a  personal  rencounter.  The  injuries 
he  sustained  in  it,  impaired  his  power  of  self  con- 
trol, and  contributed  essentially  to  his  subsequent 
derangement. 

He  instituted  aii  action  against  Robinson,  who 
shortly  after  this  transaction,  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Boutineau,  a  respectable  merchant, 
and  left  the  country,  bonds  having  been  given  to 
answer  to  the  suit.  The  Jury  awarded  two  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  damages.  This  sum,  a  very 
•onsiderable  one,  in  those  times  at  least,  he  nobly 
gave  up,  on  a  Written  apology  being  made,  in  which 
the  defendant  acknowledged  his  fault  and  begged 
his  pardon.  Otis  appeai-s  not  to  have  understood 
that  process  of  calculation,  by  which  money  can  be 
assessed,  as  an  equivalent  for  a  given  amount  of  in- 
jury to  sentiment,  affection  or  reputation.  In  one 
of  his  notes  published  at  the  time  in  the  newspa- 
pers, in  which  he  gave  several  reasons  for  being  op- 
posed   to  actions   <rf  damages  for  defamation,  he 
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concludes  with  this  one,  "  ll  is  absolutely  nnpossible 
that  I  should  lake  a  penny  from  a  oian  in  this  way, 
after  on  acknowtedgment  of  his  eiror.*'  The  cause 
was  not  decided,  owing  to  various  delays  obtained 
by  the  defendant,  till  August  1772.  ^V^hen  Mr. 
Boutineau  appeared  in  court,  signed  the  ELcknow- 
ledgtnent,  paid  the  costs,  and  received  a  dischai^- 
drawn  up  by  Otis  at  the  time,  and  which  with  the 
other  papers  was  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  re- 
corded.* 

After  the  letters  of  Governor  Bernard  and  other 
officers,  which  represented  the  conduct  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston  in  a  very  injurious  manner,  had  been 
obtained  from  England  and  published;  a  town-meet- 
ing was  called  on  the  4th,  of  October,  1769,  and 
continued  by  adjournment  till  the  1 8th.  The  sub- 
ject of  these  misrepresentations  was  given  to  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  an  answer.  The  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Cushii^,  Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams,  James  Otis,  Joseph  Warren,  Richard 
Dana,  Joshua  Henshaw,  Joseph  Jackson,  and  Benja- 
min Kent.  Their  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  several  copies  of  it  sent  to  different  persons  in 
England.  This  documentt  which  was  a  joint  pro- 
duction of  Otis  aod  Samuel  Adams,  contains  state- 

*  See  Appeodix,;^ .  1 1  ■ 

t  The  litle  IB  "  An  appeal  to  the  World  j  or  a  ViodicBlion  of  the  lown  of 
Boston,  from  maay  false  and  inaliciaii*  atperslani  contained  in  cetlaia  letten 
and  memorial!,  writtan  by  Governor  Bernard,  General  Gage,  Commodore 
Hood,  [he  coDimiRianers  of  the  boaid  of  customs  and  otheri,  and  bj  them  n- 
•pectively  transmitted  to  the  Brltiih  mininry.  Published  by  order  of  itw 
itnin.    Reprinted,  London  ITTD." 
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meats  of  the  occurrences  which  had  excited  atten- 
ticHt,  as  thej  actually  happened,  and  a  very  close 
and  severe  examination  of  the  false  colouring  that 
had  been  given  to  them,  by  the  civil  and  military 
officers.  It  is  a  maBterly  investigation  of  the  real 
conduct  and  feelii^  of  the  citizens,  and  of  the  io- 
sidioUB  reports,  exonerated  fears,  studied  perver- 
sions, and  unfounded  inferences  of  the  complainants. 
It  throws  gi'eat  light  on  the  character  and  history 
of  the  times,  and  ably  vindicates  the  reputation  of 
the  town.  The  following  paragraph  will  shew,  that 
the  citizens  were  resolved  to  make  no  compromise 
in  regard  to  the  tyrannical  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
that  they  would  never  cease  their  opposition  till  the 
whole  system  was  abandoned. 

"  Plot  withstanding  the  town  have  been  obliged  ia 
justice  to  themselves,  to  say  thus  much  in  their  own 
vindication,  we  should  yet  be  glad,  that  the  ancient 
and  happy  union  between  Great  Britain  and  this 
country,  which  Governor  Bernard  has  laboured  so 
industriously  to  interrupt,  might  be  restored.  Some 
have  indeed  flattered  themselves  with  the  prospect 
of  it;  as  intelligence  is  said  to  have  been  received 
from  administration,  that  all  the  revenue  acts  would 
be  repealed:  but  as  it  since  appears  by  lord  Hills- 
borough's, own  account,  that  nothing  more  is  intend- 
ed^ than  the  taking  off  the  duties  on  paper,  glass  and 
painter's  colours,  upon  commercial  principles  only; 
if  that  is  all,  it  will  not  give  satisfaction ;  it  will  not 
even  relieve  the  trade  from  the  burdens  it  labours 
under ;  much  less  will  it  remove  the  grounds  of  di&< 
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canteat,  which  runs  through  the  contioent,  upca 
much  higher  principles.  Their  rights  are  iovaded 
bjr  these  acts ;  therefore  until  they  are  a//  repealed, 
the  cause  of  their  juat  complaiuts  cannot  be  remor- 
ed.  In  short,  the  grievances  which  lie  heavilj  upon 
UB,  we  shall  never  think  redressed,  till  every  oef, 
passed  by  the  British  Parliament  for  the  eipress 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  upon  us  without  our 
Consent,  is  repealed ;  till  the  American  board  of 
commissioners  of  the  customs  is  dissolved,  the  troops 
recalled,  and  thii^  are  restored  to  the  state  they 
were  in  before  the  late  extraordinary  measures  (rf 
administration  took  place." — p.  52. 


Cftapter  XX»ffi. 


The  Legiitature  again  aatembted  at  Cambridgt  in  t770— Proful 
— Reinonstrance  againtt  the  irmy  m  Boiton — Manacrt  of  bA  of 
March — Conduct  of  the  Citizent — Troopt  rantmtdto  the  Caatk — 
Captain  Pnifon  aeqtalted — Fott  ofthankt  oftht  Tow»  af  Bn- 
ton  to  Olii  in  I'TO — Jaiats  Bovdoin  ehoitn  in  hii ptace — Otit 
electtd  for  the  laat  tintt  in  1171 — He  vnthdrawx  from  hi*  prof w 
no» — Anecdote  of  him. 

The  legislature,  instead  of  assembling  at  the  usual 
time  in  the  winter,  were  prorogued  by  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  till  the  I5th  of  March  1770,  when  they 
again  met  at  Cambridge.    In   his   speech  at   ttw 
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opening  of  the  session,  h«  informed  them  that  th« 
delay  was  owing  to  ioatructioDS  he  had  received  to 
convene  them  at  that  time  and  place,  and  that  h« 
goon  expected  something  in  special  command  from 
his  majesty  relative  to  the  state  of  the  province  to 
lay  before  them.  The  style  of  his  address  to  them 
was  courteous,  and  without  the  offensive  arrogance, 
that  had  marked  the  speeches  of  his  predecessor. 
Otis  was  one  of  the  committee  for  making  the  an- 
swer, which  was  short,  but  in  which  this  new  method 
of  infringing  their  rights  by  "  instructions,'*  meets 
with  strong  animadversion.  They  said,  •^  The  house 
of  Representatives  of  this  his  majesty's  colony,  ohserr- 
ii^  in  your  proolamatioD  for  prorc^uing  the  general 
assembly,  that  you  were  pleased  to  assign  as  the  on/y 
reason,  'that  you  had  received  instructions  to  meet 
the  said  assembly  at  Cambridge,'  think  it  their  in- 
diepensible  duty  to  remonstrate  to  your  honour, 
against  any  such  reason  for  proroguing  this  court, 
as  being  an  infracti«m  of  our  essential  rights  as  men 
and  citizens,  as  well  as  those  derived  to  us  by  the 
British  constitution,  and  the  charter  of  this  colony." 

They  further  remonstrate  against  the  legislatufe 
continuing  to  sit  in  Harvard  Cdlege,  as  repugnant  to 
the  interests  of  that  seminary ;  as  being  inconvenient 
to  the  members,  from  the  want  of  requisite  accom- 
modation for  them  in  Cambridge,  and  from  the  de- 
lay of  public  business,  in  their  being  at  a  distance 
from  their  archives. 

This  subject  occasioned  several  other  messages 
during  the  session,  and  at  every  succeeding  one,  it 
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gare  rise  to  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the  house. 
Some  of  these  papers  are  extremely  able,  and  far 
more  interesting  than  the  narrowness  of  the  question 
would  seem  to  admit.  But  the  measure  in  itself 
involred  consequences  of  some  magnitude,  and  rari- 
ous  other  topics  were  blended  with  it.  The  real 
motives  of  the  administration,  were  to  remove  the 
legislature  from  the  resources  which  the  capital 
aSbixled ;  which  was  also  mortified  bj  thb  remoral* 
and  prevented  from  that  immediate  observation  and 
sympathy,  which  existed  while  it  was  convened  with- 
in its  walls ;  but  the  principal  reason  undoubtedly 
was,  that  the  army  might  still  be  retained  to  over- 
awe the  town,  and  they  knew  that  it  was  too  fla- 
grant an  outrage  against  all  the  principles  of  the 
government,  to  maintain  It  there,  during  the  sessions 
of  the  legislature,  against  the  will  of  that  body. 
Otis  was  prevented  by  indisposition  from  taking  hk 
usual  active  part  in  affairs.  .He  was,  however,  one 
of  a  committee  towards  the  close  of  the  session,  to 
answer  a  message  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  id 
which  he  called  their  attention  to  a  disturbance, 
that  had  tnken  place  in  the  town  of  Gloucester. 
The  answer  is  written  with  great  animation  and 
force.  The  legislature  considered  the  occurrence 
he  mentioned,  as  not  requiring  their  intervention; 
The  following  extract  will  shew  their  lai^uage  re- 
specting the  troops  that  oppressed  them.* 

*  Ttaii  aofwer  will  be  fauad  in  the  MacMchtiMtu  State  Paper*,  p.  103. 
The  commitlea  wen  Col.  Olii,  Mr.  Williuni,  of  Taunton,  Haj.  Hkwlej, 
Mr.  S.  AdMU,  Hr.  Otii,  Mr.  HbdcdcIl  and  Hr.Stuaden  of  Glouceflcr. 
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"A  military  force,  if  posted  .among  the  people, 
without  their  eipress  coDScot,  is  itself  one  of  the 
greatest  grievances,  and  threatens  the  total  subver- 
^n  of  a  free  ccnistitution ;  much  more,  if  designed 
to  execute  a  system  of  corrupt  and  arbitrary  power, 
and  eren  to  exterminate  the  liberties  <^  the  country. 
The  bill  of  rights,  passed  immediately  after  the  revo- 
lution, expressly  declares,  that  '  the  raising  and  keep- 
ing a  standing  army  within  the  kingdom,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  without  the  consent  of  parliament,  is  against 
law.'  And  we  take  this  occasion  to  say,  with  free- 
dom, that  the  raisii^  and  keeping  a  standing  army 
within  this  province,  in  a  time  of  peace,  without  the 
consent  of  the  general  assembly,  is  equally  gainst 
law.  Yet  we  have  seen  a  standing  army  procured, 
posted,  and  kept  within  this  province,  in  a' time  of 
profound  peace,  not  only  without  the  consent  of  the 
peofde,  but  against  the  remonstrance  of  both  houses 
of  assembly.  Such  a  standing  army  must  be  design* 
ed  to  subjugate  the  people  to  arbitrary  measures. 
It  is  a  most  violent  infraction  of  their  natural  and 
ctHistitutional  rights.  It  is  an  unlawful  assembly  of  all 
others  the  moat  dangerous  and  alarming ;  and  every 
instance  of  itt;  actually  resti'aining  the  liberty  of  any 
individual,  is  a  crime,  which  infinitely  exceeds  what 
the  law  intends  by  a  not  Surely  then,  your  honour 
cannot  think  this  house  can  descend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  matters,  comparatively  trifling,  while  the 
capital  of  the  province  has  so  lately  been  in  a  state 
of  actual  imprisonment,  and  the  government  itself  m 
under  duresf. 
48 
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"  The  fatal  e0ecta  which  will  forever  attend  the 
keeping  a  vtandiijg  arm;  within  a  civil  goreniineiit, 
have  been  eeyerely  felt  by  thin  Province.  They 
landed  in  a  hostile  maniier,  and  with  all  the  ^ 
sitj^  <^  triumph ;  and  your  Honour  must  well 
remember  that  they  early  invested  the  manufactory 
boitB^  in  Boston  (  a  capacioui  building,  occupied  by 
a  number  of  families,  whom  they  besieged  and  inw 
prisoned,  The  entraordioary  endeavouri  of  the 
Chief  Jqstice*  of  (he  Province,  to  procure  the  admis- 
sion of  troops  into  that  house,  in  a  manner  plainly 
figainst  law,  will  not  easily  be  erased  from  the  minda 
of  the  people.  Surely  your  Honour  could  not  be  se 
fond  of  military  establishments,  as  willingly  to  inter. 
pose  in  a  matter,  which  might  come  before  you  as 
a  judge.  To  what  elac  oan  such  astonishing  conduct 
be  imputed,  unless  to  a  sudden  surprise,  and  the 
terror  of  military  power  m  the  Chief  Ju&tice  of  the 
Province,  which  evidently  appeared  to  have  also 
arrested  the  inferior  magistrates. 

"  We  shall  not  enlarge  on  the  multiplied  outn^s 
committed  by  this  unlawful  assembly  ;  in  frequently 
assaulting  his  majesty's  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects; 
in  beating  and  wounding  the  magistrate,  when  in  the 
execuli(m  of  his  office  ;  to  rescuing  pnsoners  out  of 

*  To  feel  tbe  full  fare*  of  tliit  [enisrkB.ble  )juu<B,  Iha  itailii  will  racallicl( 
Ihnt  tbe  LieutennDt  Gorcrnor  whom  thef  vcre  addreniag,  WM  abo  tbt 
OkisTJiuiict,  whoM  *' astoaisliiiig  conclucl"  li  imputed  to  "  lb«  leriDi  of  mifl< 
tar;  power ;"  ind  who  ceitaiiilj  acted  iinilcr  tJw  miuiable  liiluiion,  Ibat  • 
military  force  would  awe  hii  eountrymen  inlo  submission.     The  manufactoty 

linen  mauufaclute  ;  it  itood  on  tlie  lite  of  what  ii  now  called  Hamtton  PUc*. 
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tbe  hands  tA  justice  ;  and  finally  in  per^tratii^  the 
rao9t  horrible  slaughter  <A  a  Dumber  at  inhabttams^* 
but  a  few  days  before  the  sitti^  of  this  Assembly, 
which  your  Honour  must  uadoabfedly  have  heard  ot 
But  not  the  least  notice  of  these  otrtrbgeoua  ofienees 
has  been  taken ;  nur  can  we  find  the  most  distant 
bint  of  the  late  Inbuntftn  atid  barrbaroBs  transaction, 
either  in  your  speech  at  the  opeaiof!;  of  the  session^ 
or  even  in  the  message  to  both  Hooseb  These  y'k^ 
lences*  so  frequeetly  cooMiitled','  added  to  the  most 
i^oreus  and  oppressive  prosecutions,  carried  on  by 
the  cro^Q  ^;ainst  the  subject,  grounded  upon  un> 
constitution^  acts,  and  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
uneoDtrded  by  the  Courts  of  common  law,  have 
been  justly  alarmkig  to  the  people.  The  disorder 
wMeh  your  Honour  so  earnestly  recommends  to  th^ 
cc«Biderati(H>  of  the  Assembly,  very  probably  took 
its  rise  from  such  provocatitMis.  The  use,  therefore, 
which  we  shall  mak«  of  the  information  in  your 
message,  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the 
peo^e*s  ttneaainess,  and  to  seek  a  radical  redress  of 
their  grieviUMsest  Indeed,  it  is  natural  to  expect 
that  whfle  the  (error  of  arms  continues  in  the'  pro^ 
vtnce,  the  laws  will  be  In'  some  degree  silent.  But 
when  the  chaAnels  of  jtistke  shall  be  again)  opened,, 
and  the  law  can  be  heard,  the  ptn'son  who  has  con> 
plained  to  your  Honour,  if  he  has  truly  represented 
his  case,  will'  have  his  remedy.  We  yet  entertain 
hopes,  that  the  miHtary  power,  so  grievous  to  the 

■  '■'nte  naawcie  oftbc  Sth  of  HaicH." 
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people,  will  be  removed  from  the  proTHKe  to  Bt»- 
tions  where  it  may  better  answer  the  design  for 
which  it  was  originally  raised.  Till  then,  we  have 
nothing  to  expect,  but  that  tyranoj  and  confusion 
will  prevail  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
the  just  and  constitutional  euthoritj  of  govemment. 

**  We  cannot  avoid,  before  we  ccHiclude,  to  express 
the  deepest  concern,  that  while  the  people  are 
loudlj  complaining  of  intolerable  grievances,  the 
General  Assembly,  itself,  has  just  reason  to  remcu* 
strate  against  a  violent  and  repeated  infringement  of 
their  constitutional  right  In  order  to  avoid  the  fla- 
grant impropriety  of  its  beir^  kept  in  a  garrison  town, 
it  was  the  last  session,  as  it  were,  driven  from  its 
ancient  and  legal  seat ;  and  even  now,  it  is  held  in 
this  place,  at  a  distance  from  its  offices  and  recoi^ 
and  subject  to  the  greatest  Inconveniences,  without 
any  necessity  which  we  can  conceive,  or  the  least 
apparent  reason.  These  alarming  consideratitHU 
have  awakened  and  fixed  our  attention;  and  your 
Honour  cannot  think  we  can  very  particularly  attend 
to  things  of  less  moment,  within  the  jurisdicticm  of 
the  Executive  Court,  at  a  time,  when  in  faithful- 
ness to  our  constituents,  our  minds  are  necessarily 
employed  in  matters  which  concern  the  very  be'n^ 
of  the  constitution.** 

The  allusions  in  this  message  to  the  sad  occur- 
rence on  the  5th  of  March,  are  a  powerful  reproach 
to  Hutchinson,  for  having  omitted  all  mention  of  that 
event. 

The  presence  of  the  troops  in  Boston  had  now 
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prodnced  one  of  the  effects,  which  had  been  forfri 
told  by  those  persons,  who  had  deprecated  their 
being  sent  to  the  country.  The  feelings  of  reserve 
and  ill-witi  towards  the  army,  which  pervaded  the 
whole  community,  often  led  to  quarrels  and  fighting 
between  the  soldiers  and  some  of  the  labourite 
classes.  The  troops  behaved  well  generally,  though 
in  many  instances  individuals  were  insulted  by  them, 
and  some  few  cases  of  outrage  and  wounding  unarm- 
ed persons  occurred.  Yet  in  looking  at  the  chroni- 
cles of  those  days,  where  no  event  of  this  kind  was 
either  omitted  or  palliated,  they-  seem  to  have  been 
under  good  discipline,  and  to  have  demeaned  them- 
selves as  well  as  could  have  been  expected,  when  it 
is  remembered,  that  they  were  quartered  among  a 
people  who  always  met  them  with  aversion.  At 
lei^h  a  quarrel  arose,  from  an  insulting  answer  given 
by  a  black  man  to  a  soldier.  A  battle  ensued,  in 
which  the  soldier  after  beating  the  negro,  was,  for 
an  insolent  answer  to  the  fellow's  master,  beaten  him- 
self in  turn.  Afterwards,  when  several  of  his  com- 
rades engaged  b  the  dispute,  they  were  also  worsted, 
and  being  bent  on  revenge,  they  reinforced  their 
numbers  to  renew  the  stru^e  on  another  day, 
which  was  promptly  followed  by  the  people,  till  the 
whole  town  became  agitated  by  the  disturbance.  In 
this  state  of  things,  a  dispute  occurred  between  the 
guards  stationed  in  State.«lreet,*  and  some  men  and 
boys  to  the  number  of  eighty  or  a  hundred,  who 

•  TbcD  calUd  Kiii(-itic«l. 
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had  asBembled  in  that  street  A  Bergeaot*a  guard, 
in  passing  to  relieve  a  centinel  at  the  custom  house, 
pushed  or  struck  some  of  the  people  with  their  mm* 
kets,  and  immediately  they  began  to  pelt  them  with 
mo\r  balls,  etonea,  or  any  miasilea  they  could  find. 
Captain  Pi-eston  was  in  command  of  the  guard,  and 
he  directed  the  soldiers  to  6re  in  self  defence.  AbtHit 
eighteen  or  twenty  were  kOled  and  wounded,*  and 
the  town  was  thrown  into  the  most  violent  comsio* 
tioD.  Captain  Preston  was  arrested,  and  committed 
to  prison.  The  British  troop  were  all  ordered  to 
be  on  the  alert.  The  volunteer  corps  of  the  town 
were  instantly  called  blether,  and  remained  on  duty 
night  and  day.  All  the  leading  patriots  and  respect- 
able ii^abitants  eierted  their  influence  to  the  uttoost, 
to  prevail  on  the  people  to  be  quiet,  pledging  them- 
selves, that  the  troops  should  be  absolutely  removed 
from  the  town.     They  succeeded  in  persuadii^  a 

*  Ameng  tbc  pertooa  womrled  wu  EdwKn)  f*Jt»,  Ktq.  a  m)»eclaU«  nm- 
dunt,  who  haciu^  been  altiaclcd  b;  lbs  noise  id  ibe  iireel,  wsi  atBBdiBB  w 
B  ipactator  *t  bit  own  door,  it  the  corner  of  Congresi  Rreei  when  be  receirett 
two  balls  ttirougb  hie  vm,  tkal  nfttTwaidi  ladged  in  tba  doDT-poet.  Tbii 
(•allfman'B  mild  manner  of  eapteiiinE  hi»  relation,  when  he  found'  bimielf 
wounded,  excited  a  smile  amont  bii  friendi,  '•  I  declare,"  lie  laid  with  empba- 
■ia,  "  I  think  tfaow  BoldiarB  ought  to  be  talked  to."  Tb<»  ball*  M«  now  in 
the  pOMeuion  of  hj>  ton  WUIiam  Pajne,  Ettpitre,  and  ma;  be  coniidered  an 
lotereBtinj  Ttlic  of  tbe  revolution.  On  Ihii  topic  it  miy  be  letoarked,  that  ib« 
nitig*a  of  that  event  are  much  frner  in  number,  than  might  be  eapeeted  to 
exiit  in  a  town  wbeie  lome  of  ilB  first  sctnes  were  laid.  Two  nwki  of  it, 
boweTBr,  maj  still  be  found  on  the  church  in  Brittle  tlreet.  One  of  thete,  ii 
lbs  defaeement  of  the  nameof  JoAn  Haneoek,  on  a  comet  rnioe  of  the  ebutcb, 
iRlbe  building  of  which,  he  auieted  aaone  of  the  lia4iog  membma  of  the  coa- 
(regation  ;  the  oiher,  ■■  in  Ibe  wall  of  the  tower,  an  indentation  made  bj  ■ 
csonoD  ball,  find  lioin  ode  of  the  American  batleries  during  tba  ulge  flf 
BoiUn. 
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brave  and  irritated^*  but  orderij  and  humane  peo[de, 
to  forbearance  ;  thiM  preventing  a  scene  of  dreadful  ' 
tumult  and  bloodshed;  and  efiectuall^  shewii^  the 
falsehood  of  the  calumnies  of  their  enemies,  that 
they  wished  to  produce  riot  and  rebelliw.  If  such 
hid  been  their  purpose,  this  was  the  moment  to 
have  accomplished  it,  for  eyerj  man  was  ready  and 
fl^er  for  action.  The  matches  were  all  lighted,  it 
was  their  efforts  and  firmikess  alone  that  prevented 
an  explosion. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  ciMivcned  the  council  ;- 
a  town-meeting  was  held,  and  adjourned  to  the  Old 
South  Church,  because  the  hall  could  contain  only 
a  part  of  the  multitude  that  assembled.  The  Bri> 
tish  soldiers  were  all  kept  in  readiness  at  their 
quarters,  and  all  the  militia  of  the  town  were  called 
out  Every  brow  was  anxious,  every  heart  resolute. 
A  vote  of  the  town  was  passed,  that  "  it  should 
be  evacuated  by  the  soldi^ers  at  all  hazards."  A 
fwmraittce  was  appunted  to  wait  on  the  Lieutenant 
GovernM*,  to  make  this  demand.  Samuel  Adams 
was  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  discharged 
its  duties  with  an  ability  eommcDsurate  to  the  oc> 
easion.  Colonel  Dalrymple  was  by  the  aide  of 
Hutchinson,  who,  at  the  head  ci  the  council,  received 
the  delegation.     He    at  first,    denied  that  be    bad 


'  In  SD  account  of  thii  svent,  while  •paaking  of  tka  i 
of  the  (olditn,  uul  tha  Ripccl  of  the  pcopla,  it  ii  Mid  :  "But  lo  little  imimE' 
dated  war*  thij,  notwilhilandinE  Iheit  being  within  a  few  ;>«)■  of  tha  main 
(uacd,  and  ualni  the  Utfa  cegioient  undei  a.¥vn,  Ihat  they  kept  their  Mnioa 
and  appewd,  ae  aa  oS<^r  of  laok  eipnand  'a,  '  read;  to  mn  apon  tt« 
*gi7  muulei  of  tbeir^nuikati."'  . 
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power  to  grant  the  request.  Adams  plainly  in  lew 
words  proved  to  him  that  he  bad  the  power  bj  the 
charter.  Hutchinson  then  consulted  with  Dalrymple 
in  a  whisper,  the  result  of  which,  was  an  ofier  to  re- 
move one  of  the  regimeota.  At  this  critical  mommt 
Adams  shewed  the  most  noble  presence .  of  mind. 
The  officers  civil  and  military  were  in  realitjv 
abashed  before  this  plain  committee  of  a  demo- 
cratic assembly.  They  knew  the  imminent  dai^r 
that  impended ;  the  very  air  was  filled  with  ths 
breathings  of  compressed  indifrnation.  They  shrunk, 
fortunately  shrunk,  from  all  the  arr<^nce  which 
they  had  hitherto  maintained.  Their  reliance  on  a 
standii^  army  faltered  before  the  undaunted,  irre- 
sistible resolution  of  free  unarmed  citizens ;  and 
when  the  orator,  seeming  not  to  represent,  hut  to 
personify,  the  universal  feeling  and  opinion,  with 
unhesitating  promptness  and  dignified  firmness,  re- 
plied; ''If  the  Lieutenant  Governor  or  Colonel 
Dalrymple,  or  both  together,  have  authority  to  re- 
move one  regiment,  they  have  authority  to  remove 
two ;  and  nothing  short  of  the  total  evacuation  of 
the  town  by  all  the  regular  troops,  will  satisfy 
the  public  mind,  or  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
Province,"  the  desired  efiect  was  produced.  The 
commanding  officer  pledged  his  honour,  that  the 
troops  should  leave  the  towo}  and  it  was  immediate- 
ly afterwards  evacuated.* 

*AiaoM  inpianWc  and  amniaUd  dcKriplion  of  thi*  Klna,  ti  ^rea  bf 
Piyiidcoi  Adamt,  in  the  priptid  caiicipeadanc*,  «hichhu  bMn  nfenad  to 
(CTSEBl  timei  in  ttaii  Tolume. 
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*Fhe  «xeeHeiit  otmduct  oi  the  iiAabitaHto  throi^ 
M  ihme  transaetions,  was  ootapl^ed  in  the  trial 
ttnd  acquittal  ol  Captain  Preston.  Notwithstanding 
^e  deep  cxciteioeDk  of  the  raoKieDt»  the  hatred  to- 
warda  tlie  arnj,  and  Uie  rccoUeetiiH)  of  those  who 
bad  Buffered  in  the  af&aj ;  still  jnstice  held  its  course 
tfurough  this  cmdict  of  passions,  aad  Captaio  Prei- 
Um  was  ahsolTod  by  a  jury,  taken  from  among  the 
oitiwns.  He  was  defended  with  masteHy  ability 
Vf  Jo^  Adams,  nho  in  so  doing,  gave  a  proof  of 
that  elevated,  genuioe  courage,  which  emoblea  hu- 
wan  nature.  To  a  leader  oo  the  iratrintic  side,  the 
attempt,  while  the  puUle  were  m  a  state  of  such 
fa^h  exasperation,  to  defend  an  oflScer  who  was  ao 
cused  of  murdering  his  fellow  citizew,  reqtured  an 
effort  of  no  ordinary  mind ;  it  was  made  aucces^ 
fully,  and  will  ever  ht^d  a  distinguished  rank  among 
those  causes  that  adorn  the  profession  of  the  law ; 
in  which  a  magnanimous,  fearless  advocate  boldly 
espouses  the  side  of  the  unfortunate,  against  the 
passions  of  the  people,  and  hazards  his  own  safety 
•r  fortune  in  the  exertion.* 

To  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature. 

•  Julah  Ooiiu^  KB*  uvwiswd  with  hin  a*  jaoMx  coanwl,  aa*  mcquinA 
much  rcfrntataOB  fntm  bii  abto  nrricn  in  tbU  cauie.  When  it  i«  rMallccMd*. 
thU  ikMa  gaatlcmta  wan  then  riimt  naleanan,  bow  juitf  how  nnng  tha 
pubUc  pnjudicci  weic  acalDit  Iba  armf,  iDd  ihal  all  ihair  abilitj  ami  im1 
would  be  DMtsH  wltboul  popuUiily,  tb«  ralua  af  tbit  aSirl  aiay  ba  appn" 
claiad,  Tha  impraaHon  which  it  gave  to  manj  miada  at  Om  lima,  may  b* 
iaugiaad  dam  Iha  fact,  thai  thutj  yaari  aflaiwarda,  vbaa  Hr.  Adami  waa 
ftaaideai  of  the  UnlMd  Slatei,  a.  factioui  wiilai  in  dim  of  tha  nawipapent 
triad  to  amke  a  tpiiil  ofjealoui]'  h"™"  hiin,  foi  being  undai  "  Britiah  intor 
anca,"  of  which  hi*  conduct  on  thii  occasion  waa  tiled  aa  a  pr»af. 
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The  committee,  from  whose  answer  to  the  Lieuten- 
aot  Governor's  message  Bome  extracts  have  been 
given,  seems  by  the  journals  to  hare  been  one  of 
the  last  of  which  Otis  was  a  member.  His  name, 
from  this  period,  gradually  disappears  from  puUic 
life,  and  though  it  left  a  wide  space  to  be  filled, 
yet  this  was  soon  after  occupied  by  his  pupil  and 
friend,  Mr.  Adams,  and  whoever  consults  the  re-> 
maining  part  of  the  volume  of  State  Papers  from 
which  the  preceding  extracts  have  been  taken,  will 
perceive  no  diminution  of  ability,  and  perhaps  an 
increase  of  interest,  as  the  great  crisis  of  separation 
approached.  Although  Otis,  ever  since  his  unfortu- 
nate  quarrel  and  the  wound  which  he  had  received, 
had  remitted  his  exertions  in  public  affairs,  yet  he 
still  held  the  leading  rank  in  opinion  abroad.* 
When  he  had  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  scene, 
others  succeeded  to  his  station,  and  if  these  succes- 


•  TKe  fellowing  extracl  from  the  debnlet  in  Parlimnem,  an  the  auiwer  to 
Ihe  king's  spcflcn,  January  23i\,  1769,  will  sbptr  bow  fais  naiM  predominalMl 

agnlntl  Aiiiema.  "Lord  Clare  urged  the  dangei  or  the  colaniet,  beaiiDg 
there  wnt  any  douht  in  ihnl  BBtembl;  of  Iheir  guilt,  oi  any  appearance  of 
dia-unloii,  ivished  his  noblv  friend  to  consider,  nlirlhei  Ihe  alterationi  ivould 
not  lie  inch  na  Mr.  Olis  himself  would  hnve  pinpoeed,  nnii  nhrlher  nhal  iras 
■ireeable  to  Mr,  Olis,  would  be  properly  approved  by  thi.t  house  !'  Much 
more  wa.  eaid  by  oibetf,  when  Mr.  Builie  dcli^red  himself  [»  followi : 

"Ii  may  "ppear  an  effect  of  tlie  highest  presunipiion  in  me,  lo  offer  a>j 
poor  8*  nti  me  Ms  on  this  most  impotlant  crisis  In  Ihe  affairs  of  this  kingdotni 
but  1  teel  myself  so  strongly  affected,  that  I  am  unable  to  keep  aitence; 
America  is  indeed  near  my  hnait ;  and  if  thia  house  will  indulge  me  niih  their 
patience  while  I  aubmii  my  opinion  lo  Ihem,  1  ihall  liitle  regard  whether  that 
opinion  will  be  a)>proved  by  Mr,  Otis  or  not ;  nor  am  I  so  narrow  minded  aa 
not  10  be  equally  indifleicnl  ■>  lo  Ihe  aentimenli  of  Mr.  Otis,  oi  tboic  of  ihe 
noble  lord." 
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sora  had  failed,  they  would  have  been  replaced  :  so 
uoaDimouslj  was  the  country  excited  to  oppose  the 
designs  of  the  mother  country,  and  eo  useless  would 
the  pious  wish  have  proved,  if  it  could  have  been 
accompliGhed,  that  if  "  Otis  and  two  or  three  more 
factious  leaders  could  be  removed,  the  people  of 
America,  would  then  generally  be  quiet."  He  re- 
tired about  this  time  into  the  country  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  health,  and  though  the  papers  early  in 
May,  announced  that  he  was  convalescent,  it  appears 
that  he  was  not  in  a  state  to  be  chosen  a  represen- 
tative for  that  year.  At  a  town-meeting  held  in  Bos- 
ton, OD  the  8th  of  May,  1770,  for  the  choice  of  rep- 
resentatives, the  follofring  vote  was  passed.  "  The 
Honourable  James  Otis,  having  by  the  advice  of  his 
physician  retired  into  the  country  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health — Voted;  that  the  thanks  of  (he  town 
be  given  to  the  Hon.  James  Otis,  for  the  great  and 
important  services  which  as  a  representative  in  the 
general  assembly  through  a  course  of  yeai's,  he  has 
rendered  to  this  town  and  Provbcc ;  particularly 
for  his  undaunted  exertions  in  the  common  cause  o£ 
the  colonies,  from  the  beginning  of  the  present 
glorious  struggle  for  the  rights  of  the  British  con- 
stituticK).  At  the  same  time,  the  town  cannot  but 
express  their  ardent  wishes  for  the  recovery  of  hia 
health,  and  the  continuance  of  those  public  services, 
that  must  long  be  remembered  with  gratitude,  and 
distinguish  his  name  among  the  |>atriots  of  America. 
Voted,    that    the  gentlemen,    the    selectmen,   be  a 
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committee  to  tr&nmit  4o  the  Honoarabl*  hmmt 
Otis  ao  attested  oo|]y  of  the  f  or«goin|;  Tst*. 

Jtleat^  WiLUAH  CvoFOB,  T*iM  CSmk** 

CushtBg,  S.  Adams  and  Hancocdc,  wb»  kad  beaa 
for  sercra)  yean  the  ccdleaguea  with  Otis,  wcrp* 
again  chosen,  and  James  Bowdob  waa  substituted 
in  place  of  the  latter  to  complete  the  BoatMi  dcW> 
gation.  Mr.  Bo^vdoio  was  descended  from  k  Fnenek 
protestant  faniiy^  th^  left  France  on  the  remoa^ 
tioD  of  tbe«dict  of  Nantz;  goii^  firrt:  to  IrcUmd, 
and  afterwards  oonuog  to  t\m  coaotrj  in  16M.  He 
was  bom  hi  Boston,  1737,  and  took  his  degree  at 
Harvard  College  in  1745.  He  inherited  from  his 
father  a  large  estate,  to  which  he  did  honoor,  by 
his  talents,  his  sound  fH-inciples,  and  gcneroas  viewsL 
He  was  first  elected  into  the  legislatore  in  1T56,  and 
was  subsequently  chosen  every  y«ar  int«  the  cotmcil, 
till  negatived  by  Governor  Bernard,  in  1769.  He 
was  afterwards  approved  by  Hutchawon,  in  1771, 
because  be  eaid.  that  his  influence  was  more  prejedi* 
ciol  in  the  honse,  than  in  the  coencil.  His  ^trietism 
was  eB%htened  and  steady,  aXtA  he  ^weys  enjoyed  dn 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fallow  citiceis.  Under 
the  provincial  co[^;re«e,  he  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, which,  OB  the  pi-inciples  of  the  charter,  repre- 
sented the  esecutire.  He  was  president  of  the  coch 
tentten  that  formed  the  constitution  of  MassachiH 
setts,  in  1780 ;  and  was  Governor  of  the  State,  duf* 
ing  the  years  1TB5  and  1796.  Mr.  Bowdoin  was  a 
liberal  friend  of  learning,  and  cultivated  himself  se- 
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T«ral  brancIieB  of  science  witii  niccen.  He  iras  ODe 
■of  the  £auadera,  and  -first  president  of  tito  Americas 
Acaden^,  to  which  iaatatutfoo  he  bet|iiea^ied  his 
rduaUe  tibrary.  He  was  a  corrspaodeiit  of  Dc 
f  ruiyin,  «o  icieBtiBc  Bobjects  ;  comiBinicated  maaiy 
fHfters  to  tSie  iransacticNiB  of  the  AmericMi  Acad^ 
mji  was  m  mefnber  of  the  Ri^al  Society  of  'Londoo, 
and  several  other  fore^  vodetiei.  He  was  a  pat- 
roo  of  Hamard  Collie,  and  for  hia  -tabiits,  pibhc 
spirit  aoA  uaefnhiesB,  iDtwt  be  eoroUed  amoi^  the  moit 
emioeot  citiams  af  hb  Datim  state.  Jle  dbd  Norn. 
fith,  1790,  at  the  age  <^  64. 

At  the  etection  in  1771,  Otii  nrts  a^Ein  dueen  a 
representative;  and  at  the  first  sesuon  of  the  iegiala- 
ture,  he  was  chairman  e£  some  nmuBittees  «b  poKti- 
cal  afiaira.  In  the  Babsequent  sessions  of  tthat  y«ar, 
bis  name  does  not  appear  in  the  joamtda  His  iofit^ 
nitiai  had  new  incrcMed  «e  much,  ^at  be  cootd  bb 
laager  give  a  cBcee  and  continued  attcMtion  to  busi- 
oesa.  He  withdrew  adraost  snttndjr  from  Ihe  pnio- 
tioe  of  his  pffofession.  Tins  was  the  4a8t  year  'thaft 
(he  toc^  a.  part  in  public  ccmcenB,  (except  eecofliomtt}^ 
to  appear  m  a  towrD-meetiDg.  hi  his  lucid  inteiTsAa, 
fae  was  the  delight  of  bisfrieoda,  and  his  wit«Ml>te- 
lenfs  stiH  made  him  -an  orade  in  social  iife.  Tba 
followii^  anecdote,  which  beloi^  to  this  period,  is 
Bo  well  told  by  President  Adams,  that  it  throws 
great  light  on  his  chfuacter,  utd  Imngs  turn  befepe 
the  reader  in  a  very  lirely  manner.* 


■  Thij  ii  exiimEted  from  >  letter  of 
hu  been  m  Inquentlj  cited. 
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*Otis  belonged  to  a  club  who  met  od  eTemngs; 
of  which  club  William  Molineux,*  whose  character 
you  know  very  well,  was  a  member.  Mdioeux  had 
a  petition  before  the  legislature,  which  did  not  suc- 
ceed to  his  wishes,  and  he  became  for  several  ere* 
nings  sour,  and  wearied  the  company  with  his  com- 
plaints of  services,  losses,  sacrifices.  Sec,  and  said ;: — 
**  That  a  man  who  has  behaved  as  I  have,  should  be 
treated  as  I  am,  is  intolerable  !"  &c.  Otis  had  said 
nothing;  but  the  company  were  disgusted  and  out  of 
patience,  when  Otis  rose  from  his  seat,  and  said, 
M  Come,  come,  Will,  quit  this  subject,  and  let  us  en- 
joy ourselves  :  I  also  have  a  list  of  grievances;  will 
you  hear  it?"  The  club  expected  some  fun,  and  all 
cried  out,  "aye!  aye!  let  us  hear  your  list." 

**  Well  then,  Will :  in  the  first  place,  1  resigned  the 
ofRce  of  Advocate  General,  which  1  held  from  the 
crown,  that  produced  me — how  much  do  you  think  f 
"A  great  deal,  no  doubt,"  said  Molineus.  "Shall 
we  say  two  hundred  sterling  a  year?"  "Aye,  more, 
I  believe,"  said  Molineux.  "  Well,  let  it  be  two 
hundred, — that  for  ten  years,  is  two  thousand.  In 
the  next  place,  1  have  been  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
greatest  part  of  my  business  at  the  bar :  Will  you 
set  that  at  200  more?"     "Oh!   I  beheve  it  much 

*  Mr.  Molineux  nas  a  mecctaant,  but  much  more  of  a  cporumBO  and  a  ten 
iijcanr,  than  a  man  of  bueinesa.  His  tcaiimenli  were  watmlj  in  Ibvoiii  ofhii 
couiitiT ;  and  though  ofken  a  couipaDion  of  the  Engliih  officers,  yet  an  intimate 
■cquainlance  of  Ihe  leading  paliiota  of  the  day.  He  ie  mentiaiwa  by  Pren- 
denl  Adams  in  anut her  IctUri  aa pntecling  "Sam  Adaini'  iwo  regimenU," 
as  lord  North  KirraeiicBlly  called  ihem,  when  Ihey  left  the  (own  in  Uairh 
ITTO,  on  (he  ret)uiBition  o(  ihe  inhabiranli. 
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more  than  that."  <*  Well,  let  it  be  200 ;  this  for  ten 
jears,  is  2000.  You  allow,  then,  I  have  lost  £4000 
sterling."  "  Aye,  and  much  more  too,"  said  Moli- 
neux. 

"In  the  next  place,  I  have  lost  an  hundred  friends; 
mmong  whom,  were  the  men  of  the  first  rank,  fortune, 
and  power  in  the  province :  at  what  price  will  you  es- 
timate them?'*  **!>— nthem,"  said  Molineux,  "at 
nothing:  you  are  better  without  them,  than  with 
them."     A  loud  laugh.     "  Be  it  so,"  said  Otis. 

"  In  the  nekt  place,  I  have  made  a  thousand  ene- 
mies; among  whom  are  the  goTemment  of  the  pro- 
vince and  the  nation.  What  do  you  think  of  this 
item?"     "That  is  as  it  may  happen,"  said  Molineux. 

"  In  the  next  place,  you  know  I  love  pleasure :  but 
I  have  renounced  all  amusement  for  ten  years.  What 
ia  that  worth  to  a  man  of  pleasure  ?"  ^  No  great  mat- 
ter," said  Molineux,  "  you  have  made  politics  your 
amiKemeot."     A  hearty  laugh. 

**  Id  the  next  place,  I  have  ruined  as  fine  health, 
and  as  good  a  constitution  of  body,  as  nature  ever 
gave  to  man."  **  This  is  melancholy  indeed,"  said 
Molineux  "  there  is  nothing  to  be  said  on  that  point." 

"  Once  more,"  said  Otis,  holding  his  head  down 
before  Molineux,  "look  upon  this  head!"  (where 
was  a  scar  in  which  a  man  might  bury  his  finger) 
"  what  do  you  think  of  this?  and  what  is  worse,  my 
friends  think  I  have  a  monstrous  crack  in  my  scull." 

This  made  all  the  company  very  grave,  and  look 
very  solemn.  But  Otis  setting  up  a  laugh,  and  with 
a  gay  countenance,  said  to   Molineux ;  "  now,  Willy, 
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iNTOphet  in  his  own  country  was  curiously  yerified  in 
the  case  of  Franklin,  and  there  may  be  some  inter- 
est in  considering,  what  were  the  reasons  that  pre- 
vented the  people  of  Massachusetts,  from  having  an 
unlimited  reliance  on  the  great  talents,  and  advanta- 
geous experience,  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
and  the  most  widely  known  of  all  her  citizens. 

There  were  three  causes  of  distrust,  that  operat- 
ed on  the  minds  of  many  people  in  Massachusetts 
to  the  disadvantage  of  Franklin.  These  were,  his 
religion,  his  politics,  and  taken  in  connection  with 
one  or  the  other  of  these  subjects,  according  as  they 
prevailed  in  the  minds  of  the  observer,  his  worldly 
shrewdness  and  thrift.  His  deep  sagacity,  diversifi- 
ed experience,  ingenious  wit,  punctuality,  industry) 
economical  views,  disciplined  temper,  tolerant  philoso- 
phy, extensive  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  and 
practical  philimthropy,  though  they  commanded  a 
large  share  of  respect  and  admiration,  yet  could 
not  wholly  overcome  the  prejudices  against  him, 
which  originated  in  a  difference  of  theological  or 
political  opinion.  In  addition  to  his  other  qualifica- 
tions for  the  public  service,  he  possessed  the  very 
useful  one  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  various 
parts  of  his  own  country  and  of  England  ;''^  and  on 

*  Benjamin  Franklin  was  born  in  Boston,  January  6th,  1705-6,  in  a  house 
that  stood  in  Milk-street,  opposite  the  old  South  Church.  He  passed  the  first 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  Boston,  whence  he  migrated  to  Philadelphia. 
He  went  first  to  England,  in  1724,  returning  in  1726.  A  second  time  in  1757, 
and  came  back  in  1762.  He  made  a  third  visit  in  1764,  and  returned  in  1775, 
He  was  sent  to  France,  in  1776,  and  took  a  final  leave  of  Europe  in  1785, 
He  died  in  1790,  aged  85.  It  appears  therefore,  that  he  lived  seventeen  years 
Id  Boston,  twenty-seven  in  Europe,  and  forty-one  in  Pennsylvao^a. 
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the  patriotic  party.     Dr.  Franklin  was  steadily  and 
earnestly  opposed  to  the  revolution.     His  favourite 
object  was  to  keep  the  British   Empire  together, 
which  he  frequently  compared  to  a  magnificent  china 
bowl,  that  would  be  ruined  if  a  single  piece  were 
broken  out.     He  had  conceived  vast  ideas  of  the 
country  watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributa- 
ries,  at   a  time   when  few  men,  even  in  thought, 
had  crossed  the  ^Ueghany  ridges.     He  looked  for- 
ward to  a  prodigious  developement  of  the  intrinsic 
resources  of  America,  and  thought  that  at  no  very 
distant  period,  this  portion  of  the  dominions  would 
preponderate,    and    that    the   seat  of    government 
might  be  transferred  to  it.     He   also  thought  the 
contest,  on  our  part,  would  be  rash  and  premature, 
that  the  disproportion  between  the  strength  of  the 
parent  country  and  the  colonies,  was  too  excessive 
against  the  latter,  to  admit  of  their  engaging  in  it 
with  any   probability  of  success.     War,  which   he 
detested  so  cordially  as  to  say,  ^  that  he  almost  be- 
lieved there  ^never  had  been  a  good  war  or  a  bad 
peace^^  was  an  alternative,  that  he  perhaps  would 
never  have  resorted  to  in  any  extremity ;  and  to  the 
latest  period  he  was  opposed  to  adopting  it.     He 
still  hoped  by  patience,  by  compromise,  by  yielding 
a  little  at  the  time,  that  we  might,  when  we  gained 
strength,  retrieve  what  had  been  lost.  After  several 
leading  members  of  opposition  in  Massachusetts,  as 
well  as  in  other  provinces^  had  made  up  their  own 
minds,  and  were  gradually  leading  those  of  their 
countrymen,   to   the    assumption   of  independence, 
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very  unweleolne  to  men,  who  felt  the  stern  neoessity 
of  maintaining  the  position  which  they  had  takei^ 
without  beii^  at  all  blind  to  the  daii^ers  in  which 
it  would  inevitably  involve  them.  While  they  were, 
therefore,  endeavouring  to  stimulate  their  fellow 
citizens  to  finkiness  and  perseverance,  these  distract* 
ing  opinions  lof  Franklin  were  extremely  irritatii^, 
and  they  occasioned  a  deep,  though  unfounded  flfuspi* 
cion  of  his  want  of  heartiness  in  the  cause  of  his 
country. 

Dr.  Franklin,  faoweVer,  was  perfectly  hoBe«t  amd 
consistent  in  the  c<MiFse  which  he  pursued.  He  was 
opposed  to  alt  the  mkiisterial  measures,  and  only  dif- 
fered as  to  the  mode  and  extent  of  resislance  that 
should  be  made  to  them.  He  yielded  his  own  opin- 
ion to  the  determination  of  his  countrymen,  which  he 
perceived   was  almost   unanimous,  and  signed    the 


time,  in  conducting  onr  little  bark  into  safe  harbour.  By  the  Boston  newtpa- 
peri,  there  seenw  to  be  among  ut  some  violent  spirits  who  are  for  an  Immedi- 
ate rupture.  But  I  trust  the  general  prudence  of  our  countrymen  will  see, 
that  by  our  growing  strength  we  advance  fast  to  a  situation,  in  wMdh  our 
claims  most  be  allowed ;  that  by  a  premature  strug|;]e  we  maiy  be  crippled 
and  kept  down  another  age:  that  as  between  friends,  every  affront  is  not 
worth  a  duel,  between  nations  every  injury  is  not  worth  a  war,  so  iM^weeii 
tlte  governed  and  governing  every  mistake  in  government,  every  tfocroachmtottt 
on  right,  is  not  worth  a  rebellion,  ^is  in  my  opinion  sufficient 'for  the  present, 
that  we  hold  them  forth  on  all  occasions,  not  giving  up  any  of  them,  using 
every  means  at  the  same  time  to  make  them  generally  understood  and  valued 
by  the  people,  cultivating  a  harmony  among  the  colonies,  that  their  Union  in 
the  same  sentiments  may  give  them  greater  weight :  remembering  withal,  tAat 
diis  Protestant  country  (our  mother,  though  of  late  an  unkind  one)  Is  worth 
preserving,  and  that  her  weight  in  the  scale  of  Europe,  and  her  safety  in  a 
freat  degree,  may  depend  on  our  union  with  her.  Thus  conducting,  I  am  con- 
ident  we  may  in  a  few  years,  obtain  every  allowance  of,  and  every  security 
for  our  inestimable  privileges  that  we  can  wish  or  desire.*' 


LIFE  OF  JABIES  OTIS.  395 

harboured  either  the  one  or  the  other,  by  his  great 
shrewdness  and  success  in  worldly  affairs,  and  his^  -^ 
personal  relations  with  the  British  goyernment.  He, 
himself,  held  for  many  years  the  office  of  post-mas- 
ter  general  in  the  colonies,  which  was  in  the  gift  of 
the  crowa  His  son  was  the  Governor  of  New  Jer« 
sey,  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  views  of  the  min» 
istry. 

The  place  of  distributors  of  stamps,  in  Pennsylra* 
nia  and  New  Jersey,  though  he  had  opposed  the  act, 
yet  had  been  given  on  his  recommendation,  when  his 
countrymen  thought  its  very  touch  pollution.  He 
had  also  solicited  some  extensive  favours  in  the  pro- 
ject for  settling  the  Ohio  territory.  The  skill  and 
industry  which  he  had  discovered  in  acquiring  a  for* 
tune,  amidst  all  his  engagements  in  politics  and  scien- 
tific pursuits,  were  reasons  with  many  persons  to 
suspect  that  his  connexions  with,  and  expectations 
from  the  British  government,  might  be  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  hi&  supporting  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents against  their  designs.  Yet  in  England  they 
complained,  that  notwithstanding  all  these  favours, 
he  was  inveterately  opposing  all  the  measures  of  the 
ministers.* 


*  He  turned  these  complaints  into  ridicule,  just  before  he  left  England  in 
1774,  by  one  of  his  ingenious  apologues,  in  the  following  communication  ) 
**  To  the  printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser ;  Sir,  your  correspondent  Brittanicui 
inveighs  violently  against  Dr.  Franklin,  for  his  ingratitude  to  the  ministry  of 
this  nation,  who  have  conferred  upon  him  so  many  favours.  They  gave  him 
the  post  office  of  America  ;  they  made  his  son  a  governor ;  and  they  offereci 
him  a  post  of  five  hundred  a  year  in  the  salt  office,  if  he  would  relinquish  the 
interests  of  his  country ;  but  he  has  had  the  wickedness  to  continue  true  \0  il| 
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kison,  lieutenant  goyernor  Oliver,  commissioner  Pax<« 
ton,  &c«  which  he  forwarded  to   Mr.  Gushing,   with 
an  injunction,  that  no  copies  should  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  of  them,  but  that  they  might  be  communicat- 
ed to  the  legislature,  to  whom  a  knowledge  of  their 
contents  would  be  sufficient  to  display  the  political 
intrigues  of  the  writers  in  a  true  light.     But  ^this    : 
correspondence    had   too   direct   a  bearing   on  the     X 
transactions  of  that  time  to  be  kept  from  the  public, 
and  under  some  plausible  pretence  it  was  published, 
concealing   however  tho   means  by   which    it   was 
obtained.     When  the  report  of  this  disclosure  reach- 
ed England,  a  duel  took  place  between  Mr.  Temple 
and  Mr.  Whately,  gi'owing  out  of  this  subject.     Dr. 
Franklin  then  geperously  came  forward  to  prevent 
any  farther  ill  consequences,   and  declared  in  the 
public  papers  that  he  transmitted  the  letters.     His 
enemies  seiz^    with   avidity  this  pretext  to   turn 
their  ill  wil|  towards  him,  and  insinuated  that  he  had 
purloined  these  letters ;  and  they  tried  to  convert  an 
act  of  public  duty  into  a  mean  effort  of  clandestine 
mischie/.     When  he  came,  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  legislature,  to  support  their  charges  against 
the  governor,  he  was  the  person  who  was  put  to  a 
severe  trial.      Mr.    Wedderburne   assailed    him    in 
the  most  provoking  style,  in  a  speech  which  may  be 
considered  truly   coarse    and   impudent,   while   the 
lords   of  council  were  chuckling  and    enjoying   all 
the  abuse  and  indignities  that  were  heaped    upon 
him.     This  indeed  formed  a  pitiable  exhibition  of 
human  meanness  and  insolence ;  these  lords  of  coun- 
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with  silent,  concentrated  firmness  and  pride ;  but  the 
deep  impression  of  the  injurious  treatment  which  he 
had  received,  was  afterwards  shewn  by  a  trifling 
circumstance,  in  a  most  significant  way.  During  this 
examination  he  was  dressed  in  a  particular  suit  of 
velvet,  which  he  never  subsequently  wore,  till  the 
day  when  he  signed  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France,  as  the  minister  of  the  United  States. 

Before  his  return  to  America  in  1775,  he  talked 
of  his  right  to  retire  from  public  life,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  age  and  long  services;  but  wherever  this 
kind  of  language  is  not  mere  cant,  it  is  most  general- 
ly the  result  of  self  deception,  which  is  dissipated 
as  soon  as  the  wish  for  retirement  is  gratified.  Af- 
ter signing  the  declaration  of  Independence,  he 
was  sent  on  a  joint  mission  to  France.  His  resi- 
dence of  nearly  nine  years  in  that  country,  though 
it  was  accompanied  with  some  of  the  infirmities  of 
age,  was  doubtless  the  most  agreeable  portion  of  his 


though  Scott,  when  I  questioned  him  upon  the  matter,  said  a  clerk  of  Mr. 
WiUiamson't  gave  it  to  him.^ — p.  149. 

The  coincidence  of  the  above  name*  would  not  fail  to  be  remarked  by  Mr, 
Chalmers,  if  Dr  Hosack's  life  of  Dr,  WUliamton  should  fall  under  his  eye. 
He  adverts  to  this  topic  in  another  place,  as  follows :  "  During  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  the  General  court  maintained  no  standing  agents  in  England  ;  but 
it  enjoyed  the  advantages  arising  from  the  services  of  emissaries  zealous  and 
intelligent,  Collins,  Knowles,  Thompson,  and  others  from  the  public  offices, 
who  intrigued,  who  distributed  money,  though  to  no  great  amount.**  Lord 
Anglesey  be  thinks  was  bribed  by  them ;  Rushworth  was  employed  at  a  small 
salary  to  procure  papers*  from  the  public  offices;  some  of  the  clerks  of  the 
council  were  bribed  ;  considerable  sums  were  voted  by  the  General  court,  in 
1682,  to  go  to  the  agents  to  secure  their  charter,  '*  There  is  no  evidence  in 
history,  in  records,  or  papers,  to  shew  that  any  of  the  other  colonies  enjoyed 
similar  means  to  gain  their  ends  in  England.**— p.  461. 
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life.  He  was  indeed  introduced  to  the  briUiant 
court  and  polished  society  of  that  nation,  under  a 
concurrence  of  favourable  circumstances*  It  was  a 
period  when  ancient  abuses  and  modem  illumina* 
tion  were  in  strange  contrast.  The  learned  and  the 
polite  were  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  improyement 
Wise  and  good  men  were  even  then  lighting  the 
torches,  which,  afterwards,  in  the  hands  of  the  bad 
and  the  ignorant,  consumed  the  whole  fabric  of  the 
monarchy,  and  all  the  institutions  of  society.  The 
great  reputation  of  Franklin  had  preceded  him. 
His  age,  his  wisdom,  his  philosophy,  and  his  wit,  all 
contributed  to  excite  personal  respect.  Even  his 
simple  dress*  was  advantageous  to  him,  in  a 
community,  where  satiety  was  sighing  after  novelty, 
and  where  a  large  share  of  frivolity  was  mingled 
with  much  intelligence  and  the  highest  refinement 
The  young  and  ardent  were  impatient  for  a  crusade 
in  favour  of  liberty  ;  while  the  enterprising  and  am- 
bitious statesmen  were  meditating  on  the  opportu- 
nity of  gratifying  national  animosity,  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  rival  power. 

The  admiration  and  celebrity  which  he  obtained 
in  Paris,  were  in  some  degree  reflected  on  his  coun- 


*  IVr»ont  who  are  unacquainted  with  tht  state  of  maniiers  in  Paris,  at  thai 
pertCHl,  can  hardly  imagine  the  importmnc*  that  was  attached  to  this  subject. 
Th#  question  as  to  his  c«stume  at  court  inms  much  discussed,  and  his  fur  cap 
aiH\  spectacles  procured  him  manj  admirers,  tie  is  more  than  once  men- 
Ikkued  in  Madame  du  Deffand's  letters  to  Horace  Walpole,  and  tlie  obeerra- 
tion*  of  ihai  remarkable  woman,  particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  sbc 
was  blinds  will  f(ive  some  idea  of  the  attentioQ  that  was  bestowed  oa  tfaia 
U>pic.    See  the  letters  of  Df<«aib«r  3U  177^  mad  March  SS,  ITTt. 
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trft  and  this  perhaps  may  be  considered  ont  of  the 
greatest  serricea  he  rendered  it,  though  his  Inflti- 
eoee  as  a  minister,  on  many  occasions,   waa  advan- 
t^eously  exerted.      But  in   the    definitive    treaty, 
when   the   French  government  wished  to  deprive 
the  Uuiled  States  of  the  fisheries,  his  conduct  was 
an  additional  motive  for  the  prejudices  that  existed 
respecting  him  in  his  native  state.     The  preserva* 
ti(Hi  of   that  great  source  of  wealth  and  Maritime 
strength,  was  thought  to  be  owing  to  the  firmness 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  negotiation  ;  when  be  would 
have  yielded  to  the  insidious  des^;ns  of  the  French 
cabinet.     The  venerable  philosopher  was  partially 
overcome   by  the  cajolleries  of  the   Parisians.     He 
had  been  treated  with  such  unbounded  kindness  and 
deference,  he  was  so  followed,  cited  and  admired, 
not  only  by  the  learned  and  the  noble,  but  by  the 
young,  the  gay,  and  the  fashionable ;    he   was  so 
truly  regarded  as  an  oracld  equally  by  fine  women 
and  eminent  philosophers,  that  it  must   have  been 
extremely  difficult  for  him  to  separate    the  claims 
of  his  country  from  his  personal  obligations.     To 
have  enforced  her  rights  rigidly,  would  have  seemed 
in  him  discourteous  and   ungrateful.     He    was    by 
these  means  In  a  degree  disqualified  for  resisting  the 
pretensions  of  that  power;  and  it  was  fortunate,  that 
others  were  associated  with  him  in  a  negotiation,  hi 
which  he,  himself  would  have  been  unwitlmg  to  a»< 
sume  the  whole  responsibility. 

Though  from  the  causes  that  have  been  enumerat- 
ed, Franklin  never  received  many  testimonials  of  kind- 
fl2 
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ness  from  his  native  town ;  yet  he  was  not  estrang- 
ed from  its  welfare  by  his  long  separation.  At  the 
close  of  his  life,  early  associations  were  remember- 
ed, and  he  gave  proofs  of  that  affecting  and  enno- 
bling disposition,  that  recalls  to  us  on  the  brink  of  a 
distant  grave,  the  cradle  of  our  infancy ;  Et  dulets 
moriens  reminiscitur  Argos.  He  made  some  be- 
quests to  the  town  for  public  purposes  ;*  amoi^ 
them  one  that  revives  his  memory  in  the  most 
grateful  manner.  He  directed,  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  medals  should  be  annually  distributed  to  the 
children,  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  public 
schools.  The  recollection  therefore  of  the  benevo- 
lent philosopher  and  of  the  enterprising  citizen,  who 
achieved  his  own  prosperity  and  fame,  is  associated 
with  the  quick  pulsation  of  the  first  enkindling  re- 
ward received  by  jouthful  merit,  which  may  thus 
be  excited  to  further  emulation  by  the  useful  hope 
that  his  example  inspires. 

It  would  be  a  superfluous  task  to  give  a  summary  of 
.  Dr.  Franklin's  character,  which  has  so  often  been 
j  done  by  accurate  observers.  He  was  not  a  man  of 
;  profound  learning.  His  discoveries  and  his  writings 
j  were  the  expansive  results  of  a  vigorous  mind,  which 
;  were  thrown  off  without  pretension,  and  seemed  as 


*  One  of  these  he  extended  prospectively  to  a  very  distant  period,  while  it 
is  remarkable,  that  a  man  who  was  so  clear-sighted  and  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  many  contingencies  to  which  the  soundest  calculations  are  subjected, 
should  have  left  these  funds  in  a  manner  that  renders  thtm  peculiarly 
liable  to  accidents,  and  that  will  never  suffer  his  ultimate  views  to  be  re« 
alized. 


^ 
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\  if  desigiDed  rather  for  a  pjistime,  than  for  fame.  He 
was  no  orator,  and  yet  his  power  of  instructing  and 
carrying  a  point  b;  means  of  some  striking  apologue, 
waa  almost  irretiistible.  He  cannot  rank  high  as  a 
coDEtitutional  statesman,  since  he  was  in  favour  of 
the  most  radical  and  fatal  error  in  a  constitution, 
that  of  making  a  legislature  to  consist  of  one  body. 
His  theoretical  deticiencies  in  religion  may  obtain 
foi^vencss,  through  the  number  and  extent  of  his 
beneBcent  eSbrts.  His  wit,  his  indulgent  humour, 
and  his  intuitive  discernment,  made  him  the  delight 
of  society.  Hia  industry,  his  moderation,  his  love  of 
peace  and  his  public  spirit,  established  his  merits  as 
a  citizen.  His  writings  will  ever  preserve  his  name 
with  his  countrymen,  while  his  discoveries  will  make 
its  fame  no  less  sure  in  the  annals  of  philosopliP'. 
His  cfmnesitHi  with  the  American  revolution  will. 
place  his  statue  in  the  temple  of  universal  memory : 
but  his  most  lasting  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  man- 
kind, were  his  powerful  efforts  against  war,  oppres- 
■ion  and  inhumanity  of  every  species.  He  was  in 
truth,  a  real  philanthropist ;  vid  his  views  tended  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  bts  race,  under  all  govern* 
meots,  and  in  every  clime. 
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Cimiiter  XX&. 

Groremor  HutdiintoiCs  messages  in  favour  of  ParliamenUny  ji^prv 
i/iacy — Anrwen  of  ike  Legislatures-Arrival  of  the  Teor^Pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston — Destruction  of  the  Tea. 

The  dispute  between  the  Governor  and  the  legis- 
lature, respecting  the  place  where   they  should  as* 
semble,  continued   through  1771,   and  a  part  of  the 
first  session  in  June,  1772.     On  the    16th  of  thai 
month,  the   Governor  adjourned  the  court  to  meet 
at  their  regular  place  in  Boston.     One  motive  for 
doing  so,  was   probably,  to  remove  a  part  of  their 
dissatisfaction;   that  they  might  receive  in  a  better 
humour  the  information,  which  he  communicated  to 
them  at  the  same  time ;   that  in  future,  his  salary 
would  be  paid  by  the  crown,  and  not  by  the  vote  of 
;    the  colony.     This  essential  violation  of  the  charter 
'   produced,  a  long   series   of  resolutions,    protesting 
against   the    measure.     It  was   followed  in  a  few 
months,  by  an  act  in  the  same  spirit,  for  paying  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  by  the  crown;   which  was  re- 
sisted, by  declaring  any  judge,  wlio  should  accept  of 
such  compensation,  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  constitu^ 
tion,  and  seeking  to  introduce  arbitrary  governmenu 
These  acts  were  part  of  that  course  of  surreptitious 
measures,  by  which  the   ministry  sought  to  under- 
m  nc  and  destroy  the  charter  of  this,  and  some  other 
provinces :  which  system  of  innovation  and  disorder, 


■»-  •  i  V 
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they  afterwards  consummated  by  measures  of  open 
violence  and  cruelty. 

Though  Otis  was  not  a  member  of  the  legislature 
after  1771|  and  the  motive  for  giving  a  sketch  of 
legislative  proceedings  connected  with  him  has  ceas- 
ed, yet  there  was  one  occurrence  in  1773,  that  was  of 
too  much  consequence  to  be  passed  over  without  at 
least  a  slight  notice,  as  it  furnishes  materials  of  the 
highest  value  and  interest  to  the  historian,  and  to  eve- 
ry civilian  who  wishes  to  investigate  the  original  rela- 
tions of  the  English  and  colonial  governments. 

At  the  winter  session  in  1773,  Governor  Hutchin- 
son in  his  speech  to  the  legislature,  began  by  observ- 
ing, that  he  had  nothing  in  special  command  from 
his  majesty  to  communicate  to  them,  but  as  it  was 
his  general  duty   to  recommend  peace   and  order, 
mnd  as  the  country  was  in  a  very  disturbed  state,  h^ 
thought  he  could  point  out  the  cause  of  it,  and  if  he 
could  make  this  appear  clearly  to  them,  he  had  no 
doubt,  that  they  would  unite  with  him  in  endeavour- 
jkig  to  remove  it     After  this  introduction,  he  went 
jbeck  to  the  origin  of  the  colonies,  and  attempted  to 
^bew  that  they  were  completely  dependent  on  par- 
liament, which  had  the  supremacy  over  them ;   that 
the  denial  of  this  supremacy  and  the  resistance  to 
parliamentary  regulations,  were  the  causes  of  the 
prevailii^  evils.     He  asked  them  to  consider  with 
calmness  what  he   had  disclosed  without  reserve. 
That  if  they  would  adhere  to  his   principles,  they 
might  yet  be  happy ;   that  the  people   will  be  influ* 
enced  by  them  to  desist  from  their  unconstitutioual 
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proceedings,  tbey  will  be  convinced  that  every  thibg 
that  is  valuable  to  them  depends  upon  their  connex- 
ion with  the  parent  state  ;  that  this  connexion  cannot 
exist  without  a  dependence  on  parliament,  and  that 
notwithstanding  this  dependence,  ^they  will  enjoy  as 
great  a  proportion  of  those  rights  to  which  they  have 
a  claim  by  nature,  or  as  Englishmen,  as  can  be  enjoy- 
ed by  a  plantation  or  colony/'     Hutchinson  seems  to 
have  been  intoxicated   by  power,  or  infatuated   by 
vanity,  when  he  was  led  to  the  flagrant  impolicy  of 
making  this  speech.     He  invited  them  to  discuss  the 
subject,  and  challenged  them  to  overthrow  the  prin- 
ciples that  he  laid  down,  to  which  he  thought  they 
must  accede,  or  else  claim  ^^  independence,  which,^ 
he  said,  ^^  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  think  you  have  in 
contemplation.^'     The  answer  of  the  council  is  able 
and  perspicuous,  both  in  the  style  and  argument,  and 
was  probably  written  by  Mr.  Bowdoin,  who  was  chairr 
man  of  the  committee. 

The  answer  of  the  house  is  a  profoundly  learned 
and  elaborate  exposition  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists, 
under  the  constitution  and  the  charter,  and  confutes 
the  whole  argument  of  the  Governor.  It  claims  for 
the  colony  an  independence  of  parliament,  with  an 
acknowledgment  of  full  allegiance  to  the  king.  They 
take  care  to  expose  his  impolicy,  in  provoking  the 
discussion,  as  follows  :  ^  To  conclude,  these  are  great 
and  profound  questions.  It  is  the  grief  of  this  house, 
that  by  the  ill  policy  of  a  late  injudicious  adminis- 
tration, America  has  been  driven  into  the  considera- 
tion of  them.     And  we  cannot  but  express  our  con- 
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oern,  that  your  excellency  by  your  speech,  has  re- 
duced us  to  the  unhappy  alternative,  either  of  appear- 
ing  by  our  silence  to  acquiesce  in  your  excellency's 
sentiments,  or  of  thus  freely  discussing  this  point.'' 

Three  weeks 'afterwards,  the  Governor  delivered 
a  long  rejoinder,  and  proved  ^^  that  he  could  argue 
still."  To  this  speech  the  council  made  a  short  an- 
swer; but  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  regrets 
which  they  expressed  at  the  consideration  of  these 
questions,  shewed  themselves  not  loth  to  continue 
their  refutation.  Their  reply  is  even  more  extend- 
ed than  the  former  one,  descending  into  some  minute 
^details,  and  proceeding  with  a  more  emphatic  tone 
Ho  deny  the  supremacy  of  parliament.  The  first 
jnlain  avowal  of  independence  by  any  legislative  body 
-nn  the  colonies,  is  to  be  found  in  these  answers  of  the 
(house  of  representatives.  There  are  many  portions  of 
Uhem  which  are  admirable  for  the  eloquence  of  their 
style,  as  well  as  the  closeness  of  their  reasoning  and 
the  sound  learning  which  they  display  ;  the  con- 
cluding section  of  the  second  reply,  will  afford  a 
short  specimen  of  the  whole. 

"  We  cannot  help,  before  we  conclude,  expressing 
our  great  concern,  that  your  jexcellency  has  thus  re- 
peatedly, in  a  manner,  insisted  upon  our  senti- 
ments on  matters  of  so  delicate  a  nature  and  impor- 
tance. The  question  appears  to  us,  to  be  no  other, 
than  whether  we  are  the  subjects  of  absolute  unlimit- 
ed power,  or  of  a  free  government,  formed  on  the 
principles  of  the  English  constitution.  If  your  excel- 
lency's doctrine  be  true,  the  people  of  this  province 
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hold  their  lands  of  the  crown  and  people  of  Ei^land ; 
and  their  lives,  liberties  and   properties  are  at  their 
disposal,  and  that,  even  by  compact  and  their  own 
consent.     They  were  subject  to  the   kii^,  as*  the 
head  alUrius  poptdij  of  another  people,  in  whose  legis- 
lative* they  have  no  voice  or  interest     They  are, 
indeed,  said  to  have  a  constitution  and  a  legislative 
of  their  own,  but  your  Excellency  has  explained  it 
into  a  mere  phantom,  limited,  controlled,  supersed- 
ed, and  nullified  at  the  will  of  another.     Is  this  the 
constitution  which  so  charmed  our  ancestors,  that, 
as  your  excellency  informed  us,  they  kept  a  day  of 
solemn  thank^iving  to  Almighty  God  when  they  re- 
ceived it  ?  and  were  they  men  of  so  little  discern- 
ment, such  children  in   understanding,  as  to   please 
themselves  with  the  imagination,  that  they  were  bless- 
ed with  the  same  rights  and  liberties  which  natural 
born  subjects  in  England  enjoyed,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  they  had  fully  consented  to  be   ruled  and  or- 
dered by  a  legislative,  a  thousand  leagues   distant 
from  them,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  sufficient- 
ly acquainted  with  their  circumstances,  if  concerned 
for  their  interest,  and   in  which  they  cannot  be   in 
any  sense  represented  ?t 

• 

*  This  word,  now  used  only  as  aa  adjective,  was  in  common  use  by  the 
writers  and  spealbers  of  that  day  as  a  substantire.  Otis  in  most  of  his  writ- 
ings so  employs  it.  The  fact  might  be  inferred  even  from  this  unsettled  phrase- 
ology, that  legislatures  ha(i  not  the  paramount  importance  they  have  since  ob- 
tained. Pai  liaroents,  assemblies,  &c.  had  been  the  synonyms  in  use  ;  but  the 
more  modern  and  classic  word  became  necessary,  when  the  constitutions  of 
Ike  United  States,  jointly  and  severally,  were  censtmed  and  defined  with 
severe  accuracy  and  precision. 

t  The  speeches  and  answers  that  have  been  allyd»d  to,  will  be  found  in  the 
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It  was  an  unfortunate  moment  >  of  overweening 
confidence,  that  led  Governor  Hutchinson  to  this  ill- 
timed  contests  It  could  produce  no  possible  good  to 
the  goyernment,  while  it  gave  an  opportunity  to  the 
legislature,  to  issue  a  manifesto  on  the  whole  subject 
of  the  dispute  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country,  and  to  exhibit  still  more  openly  and  deci- 
sively than  had  yet  been  done,  the  claim  of  the  for- 
mer to  absolute  independence  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. By  the  superiority  of  learning  and  argument 
which  the  answers  displayed,  the  pretensions  of  the 
administration  were  disgraced,  while  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  were  exhibited  in  brighter  and  bolder 
relief.  The  ministry  were  excessively  vexed  and 
disconcerted  at  a  step,  which  aggravated  all  the  dif- 
ficulties between  the  two  countries,  and  rendered  the 
assumption  of  independence  a  much  more  probable 
and  nearer  event.  Hutchinson,  who  had  meditated 
a  triumph,  only  lessened  his  consideration  with  the 
cabinet,  and  thereby  materially  injured  his  ambitious 
expectations.* 


Bfaatachusetts  State  papers  from  p.  336  and  399.  These  answers  were  writ- 
ten  by  President  Adams,  though  his  name  does  not  appear  among  the  commit- 
tee, as  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  legislature.  This  circumstance  was  ow- 
ing to  Major  Hawley,  who  proposed  to  his  colleagues  that  Mr.  Adams  should 
be  called  to  join  in  their  conferences ;  because,  as  Hutchinson  had  thrown  the 
gauntlet  in  a  very  laboured  production,  it  was  necessary  to  use  great  precau- 
tions in  answering  him.  The  draught  prepared  by  President  A.  was  accepted 
by  the  committee  unanimously. 

*  There  is  a  very  interesting  letter  of  Dr.  Franklin^s  in  his  works  relating 
to  these  answers,  which  as  soon  as  he  received  them,  he  had  printed  and  dis- 
tributed. In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gushing,  dated  May  6th,  1773,  he  said,  speaking  of 
Hutchinson,  ^*  the  administration  are  chagrined  with  his  officiousnets."  <*fioin€ 

53 


412  LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  next  legislature  in  May, 
the  establishment  of  a  committee  of  correspondence 
was  voted,  100  to  4,  in  conformity  to  a  proposal 
made  by  the  house  of  burgesses  of  Virginia.  These 
committees  were  a  most  efficient  instrument  in  for- 
warding the  revolution.  They  were  originally  sug- 
gested, as  has  been  before  mentioned,  by  General 
Warren  at  Plymouth  to  Samuel  Adams,  who  imme- 
diately perceived  their  utility,  and  occupied  himself 
in  having  them  carried  into  effect,  which  was  soon 
afterwards  done  throughout  the  Province.  The 
proposal  was  privately  made  to  some  of  the  leading 
patriots  of  Virginia,  to  have  the  system  adopted  by 
the  several  colonies,  as  it  was  deemed  expedient, 
that  the  first  public  intimation  should  come  from  that 
province,  lest  Massachusetts  should  appear  too  ac- 
tive and  assummg;  as  the  ministry  were  directing 
some  of  their  most  offensive  measures  against  them 
in  the  first  instance,  the  opposition  which  they  were 
obliged  to  make,  might  give  them  the  reputation 
of  being  the  only  colony  disaffected  to  the  course 

say  he  must  be  a  fool,  others  that  though  misinformation  he  really  supposed 
Lord  Hillsborough  to  be  again  in  office/'  Lord  Dartmouth  said,  «  What  diffi- 
culties that  gentleman  has  brought  us  all  into  by  his  imprudence  !  Though  I 
suppose  he  meant  well;  but  what  can  now  be  done?  It  is  impossible  that  Par- 
liament can  suffer  such  a  declaration  of  the  General  Assembly,  asserting  its 
independence,  to  pass  unnoticed.*^  The  whole  letter  is  filled  with  this  matter. 
On  the  same  subject,  he  thus  speaks  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Cooper  of  July  7th, 
1773.  "  The  Governor  was  certainly  out  in  his  politics,  if  he  hoped  to  recom- 
mend himself  here  by  entering  upon  that  dispute  with  the  Assembly.  His 
imprudence  in  bringing  it  at  all  upon  the  tapis,  and  his  bad  management 
of  it,  are  almost  equally  censured.  The  Council  and  Assembly  on  the  other 
hand,  have  by  their  coolness,  clearness  and  force  of  their  answers,  gained  great 
reputation. 
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pursued  by  the  British  government,  while  in  reality, 
the  majority  in  every  part  of  the  country  harmoniz- 
ed with  them  entirely.  One  of  the  first  gopd  effects 
of  this  committee,  resulted  from  the  union  of  senti- 
ment in  regard  to  the  duty  on  tea,  and  the  unanimous 
resolution  through  the  continent,  that  it  should  not 
be  landed.  The  history  of  the  tea,  sent  by  the  East 
India  company  to  America,  in  the  autumn  of  1773, 
has  often  been  either  partially  narrated,  or  misrep- 
resented. The  whole  procedure  constitutes  one  of 
the  most  remarkable,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colonies,  one  of  the  most  honourable  events,  in  the 
revolutionary  annals. 

After  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  paper,  glass,  tea, 
&c.  was  repealed,  with  the  exception  of  tea,  on 
which  the  duty  was  continued,  associations  were  en- 
tered into  in  all  the  colonies,  to  discourage  the  use 
of  it.  The  consumption  was  of  course  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  the  tea  accumulated  in  the  English  ware- 
houses. The  East  India  Company  sought  relief  froju 
government,  and  urged  them  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
importati(Mi  in  America,  and  double  the  duty  on  ex- 
portation in  England.  This  proposal,  which  would 
have  produced  nearly  the  same  result  as  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  received,  and  have  obviated  one 
serious  cause  of  dispute,  was  declined.  The  ministry 
bent  on  levying  their  American  duty,  thought  this 
tea  the  most  useful  article  for  the  experiment.  They 
calculated  that  this  luxury,  which  from  long  habit 
and  extensive  use  had  become  almost  a  necessarv  of 
life,  would  inevitably  find  purchasers  in  spite  of  all 
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private  associations  or  patriotic  agreements.  Id  this 
case,  as  in  many  others^  thej  reposed  a  false  confi- 
dence in  their  estimate  of  human  character ;  and  for- 
got that  some  general  inaxims,  however  just  in  ordi- 
nary times,  may  be  inapplicable  in  great  emergencies, 
even  among. a  people  more  corrupt  and  efienounate, 
than  those  whom  they  were  now  endeavouring  to 
subdue.  But  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  company,  a 
drawback  was  given  in  England,  equal  to  the  duty 
which  they  had  asked  to  have  removed,  and  a  guar- 
antee against  loss,  in  the  experiment  of  making  ship- 
ments of  tea  to  the  colonies.* 


*  The  following  passage  from  "  The  Life  of  the  Rt.  Honourable  WiUiam 
Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham,'*  affords  some  curious  particulars  of  the  secret  history 
of  the  Tea  business,  if  they  are  authentic  *'  When  the  duties  to  be  paid  ia 
America  on  paper,  paint  and  glass,  were  repealed,  it  was  pretended,  that  the 
Tea  duty  (which  had  been  imposed  by  the  same  act  of  Parliament)  was  lelt 
standing  to  terve  the  Company.  But  this  was  not  the  fact.  The  tax  was 
left  unrepealed  to  preserve  the  right,  as  it  was  called,  to  tax  the  colonies. 
That  was  the  true  motive.  The  service  of  the  East  India  Company  made 
no  part  of  the  consideration.  The  tea  sent  to  Boston  was  that  sort  called 
Bahi^h  which  was  conferring  no  favour  on  the  Company,  but  the  reverse ;  for 
that  sort  of  tea  was  no  burden  to  the  Company,  It  was  the  sort  called  Singh 
which  lay  heavy  on  their  hands,  and  of  which  all  their  warehouses  were  foil. 
But  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  a  private  committee,  when  only  lAree 
peieons  were  present.  Mr.  Bolton  was  chairman.  A  matter  of  such  import- 
ance ought  to  have  been  agitated  in  a  full  committee,  which  consists  of  eleven. 
The  Uuth  is,  the  Bohea  was  more  saleable  than  the  Singlo ;  it  was,  therefore, 
the  resolution  of  the  cabinet,  to  send  the  most  saleable ;  presuming  that  the 
temptation  to  purchase  being  greater,  by  the  offer  of  good  tea,  than  by  the 
offer  of  an  inferior  sort,  some  of  the  Americans  might  be  thereby  induced  to 
barter  liberty  for  luxury,  and  perhaps  a  schism  might  be  created  among  them. 
Had  the  question  of  determining  the  kind  of  tea  to  be  sent  to  America  been 
agitated  in  a  full  committee ;  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  interests  of 
the  Company  would  have  prevailed  over  the  views  of  the  Cabinet  of  St. 
James's.  When  the  directors  were  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  committee, 
they  explained  this  distinction  of  the  tea  to  the  ministry,  and  wished  to  have 
the  Singlo  substituted.    But  the  ministry  would  not  consent.    It  was  agaia 
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Large  shipments  of  tea  were  made  to  the  princi- 
pal ports  of  the  continent,  and  a  general  ferment 
prevailed  over  every  part  of  the  country.  It  was  not 
only  determined  that  the  tea  itself  should  not  be  re- 
ceived ;  but  whoever  made  use  of  this  (ministerially) 
obnoxious  herb,  was  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  the 
country.  The  utmost  vigilance  was  employed  to 
prevent  its  being  consumed  by  those  persons,  whose 
innocent  daily  comforts  were  thus  involved  in  the 
vortex  of  national  contention ;  a  rigid  inquisition  was 
every  where  enforced  for  this  purpose,  that  on  other 
grounds  would  have  been  both  odious  and  absurd^ 
but  was  justified  by  the  necessity  of  combating  in  this 
familiar  shape,  a  principle,  which  was  shortly  after 
to  be  resisted  by  open  war. 

Long  before  the  ships  arrived  with  the  tea,  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  avert  the  threatened  mis- 
chief. In  many  cases  the  consignees  were  induced 
to  decline  accepting  the  charge  of  it.  Very  spirited 
resolutions  were  entered  into  at  a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  in  Philadelphia,  with  which  the  con- 
signees complied  by  resigning  their  appointment* 
From  that  city  and  from  New  York  it  was  sent  back 
to. England  in  the  same  ships  that  brought  it.     In 


objected  to  at  the  minigter's  house.  To  the  last  application,  Lord  North  beinf. 
perhaps  wearied  with  representations  on  the  subject,  said,  <*  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pose making  objections,  for  the  king  would  have  it  so."  These  were  hia 
lordship's  words ;  and  he  added,  **  that  the  king  meant  to  try  the  qutition  with 
America,"  vol.  2.  This  account  seems  equally  precise  and  positive,  but  some 
doubt  may  be  thrown  up9n  it,  if  the  reader  recurs  to  what  was  said  by  Mr. 
Jenkinson  on  the  tea  act,  see  p.  202,  of  which,  he  would  hardly  have  spoken  io. 
the  terms  he  used,  if  the  king's  share  in  it  had  been  so  immediate. 
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Charleston  it  was  landed,  and  stored  expressly  io 
damp  warehouses,  where  it  was  destroyed  by  the 
humidity.  In  Boston  it  was  destined  to  a  more  vio- 
lent destruction. 

Two  of  the  vessels  with  the  tea  arrived  on  Satur- 
day November  27th.  A  town-meetii^  was  held  on 
the  Monday  following,  and  resolutions  were  passed 
similar  to  those  of  Philadelphia,  calling  on  the  con- 
signees, among  whom  were  two  sons  of  Governor 
Hutchinson,  to  decline  the  charge  of  it. 

A  vote  was  then  passed  with  acclamations,  ^'  that 
the  tea  shall  not  be  landed,  that  no  duty  shall  be 
paid,  and  that  it  shall  be  sent  back  in  the  same  bot- 
toms." After  this  vote,  Mr.  Quincy*  a  young  and 
eloquent  advocate,  and  ardent  patriot,  with  a  strong 
perception  of  the  events  that  would  follow  from  the 
measures  now  in  contemplation;   and  wishing  to  try 


*  Josiah  Qatncj,  descended  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  families  in 
Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Boston  in  1743,  educated  at  Cambridge  and  re- 
ceived his  first  degree  1763.  He  qualified  himself  for  the  bar,  and  in  his  short 
career  shewed  himself  to  be  an  eloquent  advocate.  He  was  employed  with 
President  Adams,  as  counsel  in  the  defence  of  Captain  Preston.  He  entered 
with  great  fervour  into  the  arduous  politics  of  his  times,  and  by  his  talents 
and  zeal  in  his  speeches  and  writings,  was  one  of  the  patriots  who  excited 
the  brightest  expectations,  which  were  prematurely  blasted.  His  intense  ap- 
plication and  anxiety  impaired  his  health,  and  he  was  induced  to  take  a  voy- 
age to  England,  with  the  hope  of  restoring  it,  and  also  to  procure  accurate 
information  respecting  the  views  of  parties  in  the  perilous  state  of  things  then 
existing.  He  left  Boston  in  September  1774,  and  died  un  his  retam  in  April 
1775,  on  the  same  day  that  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  passenger  reached 
Cape  Ann.  He  had,  therefore,  no  opportunity  of  communicating  to  his  coun- 
trymen the  result  of  his  observations,  which  was  eagerly  expected.  The  re- 
gret on  this  account,  was  however,  merged  in  the  universal  sorrow  for  the  un- 
timely loss  of  a  virtuous  and  gifted  patriot,  who  was  cut  off  in  his  31st  year, 
from  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  very  crisis  of  her  afiatrs. 
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the  spirit  and  to  increase  the  energy  of  his  fellow  ci- 
tizens, by  setting  before  them  in  a  strong  light,  the 
consequences  that  might  be  expected  from  their  re- 
solves^  addressed  the  meetir^  in  the  following  terms. 

^  It  is  not,  Mr.  Moderator,  the  spirit  that  vapours 
within  these  walls  that  must  stand  us  instead.  The 
exertions  of  this  day  will  call  forth  events,  which 
will  make  a  very  different  sprit  necessary  for  our 
own  salvaticm.  Whoever  supposes  that  shouts  and 
hosannas  will  terminate  the  trials  of  the  day,  enter- 
tains a  childish  fancy.  We  must  be  grossly  igno- 
rant of  the  importance  and  value  of  the  prize  for 
which  we  contend ;  we  must  be  equally  ^orant  of 
the  power  of  those  combined  against  us ;  we  must 
be  blind  to  that  malice,  inveteracy,  and  insatiable 
revenge,  which  actuate  our  enemies  public  and  pri- 
vate, abroad  and  in  our  bosom,  to  hope  that  we 
shall  end  this  controversy  without  the  sharpest  con- 
flicts; to  flatter  ourselves  that  popular  resolves, 
popular  harangues,  popular  acclamations,  and  popu- 
lar vapour,  will  vanquish  our  foes.  Let  us  consider 
the  issue.  Let  us  look  to  the  end.  Let  us  weigh 
and  consider,  before  we  advance  to  those  measures, 
which  must  bring  on  the  most  trying  and  terrible 
struggle  this  country  every  saw." 

The  vote  was  again  submitted  to  the  meeting, 
and  was  again  passed  unanimously.  A  guard  for 
the  protection  of  the  vessels  was  appointed,  which 
protection,  included  the  protection  of  the  public 
against  the  landing  of  the  tea.  This  guard  of  twen- 
ty five   men  were  respectable  citizens,  volunteers, 


i 
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and  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  next 
day,  when  the  town  were  again  assembled,  the  an- 
swer of  the  consignees  was  read :  they  refused  the 
proposition  to  send  it  back,  but  offered  to  store  it 
The  sheriff  came  in  and  read  a  proclamation  from 
the  Governor,  ordering  the  meeting  to  disperse, 
which  was  received  with  one  universal  hiss.  Votes 
were  passed  ordering  the  owners  and  captains  of 
the  vessels  not  to  suffer  the  tea  to  be  landed*  At- 
tempts were  made  in  the  mean  time  to  negotiate, 
and  induce  the  merchants  and  the  custom-home  to 
clear  out  the  tea,  and  send  it  back.  All  was  in 
vain.  At  length  the  time  was  expiring  when  the 
tea  could  remain  any  longer  in  this  situation ;  the 
patience  of  the  inhabitants  was  exhausted,  the 
anxiety  and  watching  were  too  troublesome  to  be 
further  endured.     A   body  meeting*  was  held  on 


*  A  body-meeiing  was  an  assembly  after  public  notification,  at  which  any 
citizen  might  attend,  and  at  which  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  attended.  Town-meetings  were  confined  to  the  people 
of  the  town,  and  were  called  by  order  of  the  municipal  authority.  These 
body  meetings  were  in  fact,  only  an  orderly,  well  regulated  mob;  their  irrega- 
lar  action  was  salutary  and  indispensable  at  the  time,  but  the  habit  of  inter- 
fering in  this  manner  with  public  affairs  was  a  dangerous  one,  and  it  proves 
the  virtue  of  the  people  that  it  did  not  produce  permanent  evils.  Diiring  the 
partial  irUerregnum  of  government,  that  existed  in  the  transition  from  British 
authority  to  the  establishment  of  state  government,  popular  interference  bad 
been  so  frequently  exercised,  that  some  persons  were  reluctant  to  rengn  it^ 
and  slight  traces  of  its  effects  might  be  perceived  long  afterwards.  Mr.  Amu 
in  a  letter  to  the  late  W.  Tudor,  Esq.  dated  at  New  York,  July  12th,  1789, 
remarks :  <<  A  mob  is  despotic  per  te,  and  it  tends  to  destroy  all  liberty.  One 
Abner  Fowler,  it  is  said  in  1787,  would  have  the  town  instruct  their  membert 
to  vote  against  the  constitution,  for  he  obienred,  it  would  deitxoy  their  liber* 
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the  15th  of  December  at  the  Old  South  Church, 
when  Mr.  Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  veBsel  which 
had  the  largest  parcel  of  the  tea,  attended,  and  af- 
ter much  difficulty  he  was  persuaded  to  apply  to 
the  custom-house  for  a  clearance,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  to  hear  the  result  till  the  next  morning. 
Ten  gentlemen  accompanied  him  to  the  custom- 
house, and  the  clearance  was  refused  in  a  perempto- 
ry manner.  A  rote  of  the  meeting  was  then  passed, 
ordering  him  to  protest  against  this  refusal,  and  a 
deputation  was  sent  with  him  to  Governor  Hutchin- 
son,  who  was  at  his  country  house  on  Milton  hilt, 
seven  miles  from  Boston,  to  intreat  him  to  grant  a 
pass  that  the  vessels  might  leave  the  harbour. 

In  the  mean  time  various  speeches  were  made  in 
the  meeting,  to  keep  the  people  together,  which 
were  said  to  amount  to  sis  or  seven  thousand  per- 
sons. Mr.  John  Rowe,  an  eminent  merchant  and 
patriotic  citizen,  who  was  doubtless  in  the  secret  of 
the  measures  that  were  to  be  taken  in  the  last  re- 
sort, hinted  in  the  form  of  inquiry,  **  Who  knows 
how  tea  will  mix  with  salt  water?"  which  was  re- 
ceived with  applause.  At  length,  about  sun-down, 
the  deputation  returned  from  the  governor,  with 
his  refusal  to  grant  the  pass.  A  few  minutes  after, 
a  band  of  eighteen  or  twenty  young  men,  who  had 
been  prepared  for  the  event,  went  by  the  meeting 
house,  giving   a  shout*     It  was  echoed  by   some 

tiea,  thejr  never  could  hiTs  anolher  mob  !  I  wiih  ihal  his  judgDMOt  may  ba 
nriGed."    Mats.  His.  Soc.  vol.  8.  p.  319. 

*  This  fact  ii  froni  a  Eantleman  now  living,  who  «■■  ooe  of  tht  oumbn. 
No  one  of  hii  putty  wai  in  uj  dlsguist. 

34 
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within;  others  exclaimed,  the  mohawks  are  come! 
The  assembly  broke  up,  and  a  part  of  it  followed 
this  body  of  young  men  to  Griffins'-wharf,  (now  call- 
ed Liverpool  wharf,)  on  the  south  side  of  the  town. 
Three  different  parties,*  composed  of  trust-wor- 
thy persons,  many  of  whom  in  after  life  were  among 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  town,  had  been 
prepared  in  conformity  to  the  secret  resolves  of  the 
political  leaders,  to  act  as  circumstances  should  re- 
quire. They  were  seventy  or  eighty  in  all,  and 
when  every  attempt  had  failed  to  have  the  tea  re* 
turned,  and  the  final  refusal  of  the  governor  to  in- 
terfere was  received,  it  was  immediately  made 
known  to  them,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to 
throw  the  obnoxious  merchandize  into  the  water. 
This  was  done  with  as  much  good  order  and  regu- 
larity, as  if  the  tea  had  been  discharged  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  The  chests  were  hoisted  upon  the  decks, 
broken  open,  and  their  contents  emptied  over  the 
side  of  the  ship  into  the  channel.  A  large  crowd  of 
people  was  collected,  who  were  quiet  spectators  ci 
the  operation,  which  was  completed  in  the  course  of 
the  evening.  Three  hundred  and  forty  two  chests 
of  tea  were  thus  destroyed,  and  not  the  slightest 
injury  was  done  to  any  individual,  or  to  any  property 

*  One,  if  not  two,  of  these  parties,  wore  a  kind  of  Indian  diiguisc.  Two  of 
these  persons  in  passing  over  Ffirt-hill,  to  the  scene  of  operations,  met  with  a 
British  Officer,  who  on  oberving  them,  naturally  enough,  drew  his  sword.  As 
they  came  nearer,  one  of  the  Indians  drew  a  pistol,  and  said  to  the  c^- 
cer  :  '<  The  path  is  wide  enough  for  us  all ;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  yoB 
and  intend  you  no  harm — if  you  keep  your  own  way  peaceably,  we  shall  kecf 

■■"•■" '  /■'.  '.^^ 


ours," 
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on  board  the  vesseU,  except  the  unlucky*  tea,  and, 
after  the  work  was  finished,  the  actors  aod  specta- 
tors calmly  retired  to  their  several  homes. 

Of  all  this  tea,  the  whole  quantity  saved,  is  con- 
tained in  a  small  phial  still  in  existence.  One  of  the 
operators  on  his  return  home,  found  his  shoes  filled 
with  it ;  this  he  put  into  a  bottle  and  sealed  up. 
Not  a  pound  of  the  tea  was  purloined.  One  of  the 
persons  engaged  in  the  business,  who  wished  to  pre- 
serre  too  large  a  specimen,  was  observed  by  some 

*  it  Dwriled  Ihii  appnllaUoD  for  vsrioui  loioni,  and  it  wm  HniartuDau  fen 
■nij  one  who  had  anf  cennexioD  with  it.  Tbera  wsb  in  Boston,  al  Ihat  time, 
&  (hopkeeper  b*  the  name  afjaltrt/  AUen,  whow  adverlieeitienta  have  a  vttj 
■bawj  appearanct  in  all  the  newipapeii  of  ttiat  daj.  He  rould  accommo. 
dale  hi>  cuatometi  with  aimon  eTery  article  '■  cheap  Tor  caEb.''  He  dtoie  a 
very  thriving  trade,  and  in  addlilan  to  bli  other  dealings  boarded  many  of  the 
BritMi  officer!  in  hia  houH,  and  aba  kept  •'  honea  and  chalaei  to  let."  Hs 
■eame  to  have  breo  a  perion  of  very  eiuberanl  loyally,  with  a  strong  miilure 
of  cockorf  iin)plicil;r  and  trading  ehrewdneaa.  He  had  accumulated  a  consid.- 
•raUe  ptoperly,  and  vbb  a  staunch  government  man,  mialaking  in  common 
witb  unte  abler  men,  the  extent  of  tbe  British  power,  which  be  and  tbey 
thought  iinUmited.  Having  aided  with  the  English  altogFiber,  he  waa  obliged  to 
riiare  tbeir  fate,  and  left  the  town,  with  the  evacuating  army,  and  thr  unhappy 
bgitivea,  that  accompanied  it,  in  a  miimenl  of  great  confusion  and  distress. 
He  hired  a  veaael  to  transport  hia  family  and  property  to  Halifax  ;  the  man 
who  made  the  bargain  with  him,  ^aa  a  knave,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  manage- 
iwnlofaTaiael,  and  the  day  after  they  aailed,  being  separated  from  the  fleet, 
they  arrived,  not  al  Halifax,  but  at  Cape  Cod,  where  ifae  property  waa  confis- 
cated and  all  handa  imprisoned.  Jolley  Allen  after  many  tioublrs  reached 
England,  and  wrou  a  narratlre  to  support  hia  claims  for  relief.  This  Journal 
iUtl  remains  in  manustript,  and  ia  called,  "  an  account  of  part  of  the  auffer. 
Inga  and  losses  of  JolleyAllcn,  a  native  of  London."  It  begins  thus ;  "  some- 
time  I  think  in  the  month  o)  October  1779,  1  bought  two  chests  of  lea  ittgottr- 
mer  Hutchinson's  two  sons,  Thoniaa  and  ElJsha,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
fiwenoon,''  tic.  Thia  purchaae  was  the  prime  cause  of  alt  his  misfor- 
tunes. There  is  a  strong  tinge  of  the  ludicroua  in  the  distresses  of  this  indi- 
vidual :  though  he  undoubtedly  suffered  much,  after  making  allowance  ftir 
■xaggeration.  His  bad  spelling,  hia  cunning  and  bis  ignoiance,  all  contribule 
to  make  the  nairaiiva  characteristic. 
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of  his  companions  to  have  the  pockets  of  his  coat  a 
little  distended.  This  was  treated  as  an  accident, 
which  was  remedied  however,  in  a  good  natured 
•way,  without  resistance,  by  the  application  of  a 
knife  across  the  waist  of  the  coat,  which  left  it  a 
kind  of  garment,  that  has  in  later  times  been  called 
a  Spencer^  and  the  part  separated  was  thrown  over- 
board to  accompany  its  kindred  tea.  The  most 
scrupulous  care  was  taken  that  none  of  it  should  be 
secreted.  The  shores  of  the  harbour  at  high  water 
mark,  were  lined  with  it  the  next  day,  as  with  other 
worthless  weeds.  A  chest  containing  a  few  pounds, 
floated  into  a  creek  in  Dorchester,  where  it  was  dis- 
covered, brought  into  town,  and  publicly  committed 
to  the  flames. 

The  motives  of  Hutchinson  on  this  occasion  were 
pitiful,  and  his  conduct  very  deficient  in  foresight, 
A  large  part  of  the  tea  was  consigned  to  his  sons,  and 
their  small  gain  was  a  prevailing  consideration  in  hk 
mind.  Though  the  public  attention  was  alive  on  this 
subject  throughout  the  colonies;  though  he  knew  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston  had  been  watchful  and  anxious 
for  near  three  weeks,  and  had  determined  with  as 
much  unanimity  as  energy,  that  the  tea  should  not 
be  landed ;  though  the  question  of  receiving  this  tea, 
had  become  the  pivot,  on  which  the  whole  great  dis- 
pute about  taxation  turned  at  that  moment ;  though 
a  civil  war  might  depend  upon  it,  and  did  actually 
ensue,  the  commissions  that  would  accrue  to  his  sons 
preponderated  against  all  other  considerations,  He 
thought  himself  safe.     The  Custom-house  refused  a 
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clearance,  unless  the  tea  was  landed,  the  naval  com- 
manders refused  to  let  the  ships  pass  without  a  clear- 
ance, therefore  it  must  be  landed.  He  forgot,  or 
nerer  indeed  seemed  to  understand,  that  he  was  act- 
ing against  men,  who,  if  they  could  not  untie  a  knot, 
would  cut  it.  The  same  difficulties  did  not  occur  in 
other  places.  At  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  the 
officers  yielded  to  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and 
prudently  assisted  in  having  the  tea  returned.  The 
Admiral  commanding  in  Boston,  offered  to  receive  it 
under  his  protection  ;*  but  the  Governor  determined 
that  it  should  go  into  his  sons'  warehouses,  and  the 
people  of  Boston  then  resolved,  that  it  should  go  into 
the  sea.  Every  exertion  was  made  by  them  to  avoid 
the  destruction  of  property,  by  this  necessary  act  of 
violence.  When  nothing  would  avail,  when  neither 
remonstrances  nor  intreaties  could  move  the  Gover- 
nor, they  had  no  alternative  but  to  destroy  the  mi- 
nisterial and  royal  grocery,  or  abandon  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  had  been  eight  years  contending 
for,  and  which,  in  a  brief  period  after,  they  shed 
their  blood  to  maintain. 


*  AHmiral  Montafue  then  commanded  on  the  Boston  station.  He  had  of- 
fered to  receive  the  tea,  which  was  refiised.  He  probably  anticipated  its  fate. 
On  the  evening  of  its  destruction,  he  was  visiting  at  a  house  in  Atkinson  street, 
which  terminates  near  the  spot  where  the  tea  f'hips  laid.  His  secretary  per- 
ceiving a  great  movement  in  the  neighbourhood,  came  in  a  Jiurry  to  tell  him, 
that  something  was  in  agitation.  In  reply,  he  was  asked  **to  sit  down  and 
keep  himself  quiet,  and  not  meddle  with  other  peopled  business."  When  tl^f 
officer  returned  to  England,  he  gave  such  answers  respecting  the  character  of 
the  people  and  their  Governors,  as  prevented  the  ministry  from  ever  consulting 
him  farther,  as  they  listened  to  no  one  who  did  not  encourage  them  to  perse- 
vere in  their  Infatuated  scheme. 
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7%e  intercepted  letters  of  the  Oovemar  and  oihen — His  recall — 
"  Character  of  Governor  HtUchimon. 

In  the  summer  preceding  this  affair  of  the  tea, 
the  famous  letters  already  mentioned  as  transmitted 
by  Dr.  Franklin,  which  had  been  written  by  Goyer- 
nor  Hutchinson  and  other  officers,  were  published  by 
order  of  the  General  Court,  and  it  may  be  truly  said, 
rendered  his  situation  no  longer  tenable.  These 
letters,  written  five  or  six  years  before,  laid  bare  his 
hypocrisy,  and  exposed  the  odious  counsels  which  he 
had  given  against  the  rights  of  his  countrymen.  His 
obstinacy  in  preventing  the  tea  from  being  safely 
returned,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  that 
might  follow  from  its  destruction,  completed  the 
exasperation  of  the  public  against  him.  When  the 
legislature  were  in  their  winter  session,  he  received 
his  recall,  of  which  he  informed  the  Court,  and  so<m 
after  prorogued  them.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  province  by  General  Gage,  and  sailed 
for  England  on  the  first  of  June,  1774. 

There  was,  perhaps,  no  single  officer  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  in  America,  who  contributed  more 
to  produce  the  separation  of  the  two  countries, 
than  Governor  Hutchinson.  It  is  therefore  a  mat- 
ter of  some  difficulty  and  delicacy,  to  delineate  his 
character  and  administration;  because  those   wh« 
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aided  with  him,  will  object  to  the  impolicj  of  some 
of  his  measures,  and  the  final  result  of  them  all ; 
while  an  American  who  disapproves  of  his  political 
course,  will  be  softened  in  the  disposition  to  blame, 
hy  the  recollection  of  the  glorious  fortunes  of  his 
country,  which  the  advice  and  conduct  of  this  emi^ 
nent  person,  did  verj  considerably,  though  most  un- 
iDtentioDallj,  serve  to  originate. 

Thomas  Hutchinson,  of  a  distinguished  family  in 
the  annals  of  New-England,  was  bom  in  Boston  in 
1711.  He  was  3ent  to  Harvard  College  at  a  very 
early  age,  and  received  his  first  degree  at  that  se- 
minary in  1727.  After  leaving  college,  instead  of 
pursuing  a  learned  profession,  he  chose  a  mercantile 
life.  As  a  merchant,  he  was  more  esteemed  for  his 
probity  than  his  skill,  and  rather  lessened  than  in- 
creased his  patrimony.  His  friends  advised  him  to 
engage  in  the  study  of  law  and  politics,  and  qualify 
himself  for  public  life.  His  first  office  was  that  of 
a  Selectman  of  Boston,  and  he  was  sent  to  London 
to  transact  some  business  for  the  town,  which  charge 
he  executed  satisfactorily,  and  on  his  return  was 
elected  a  representative.  He  was  after  a  few  years 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house,  and  in  1752,  succeeded 
his  uncle  as  Judge  of  Probate.  He  was  placed  in 
the  council,  and  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor in  1758,  and  Chief  Justice  in  1760;  all  of  which 
offices  he  held  simultaneously  for  several  years,  with- 
out inspiring  a  general  distrust  of  his  designs,  by  this 
inordinate  and  indecent  accumulation. 

It  was  owing  to  his  intrigues^  that  the  colony  wa« 


426  LITE  or  JAMES  OTIS. 

so  long  without  a  sultaUe  agent  in  England ;  his  fa^ 
vourile  object  for  a  considerable  period,  was  to  ob» 
tain  that  station  ;  and  when  finally-  disappointed,  he 
used  all  his  influence  to  keep  inferior  men  in  the 
place,  that  the  representations  of  the  legislature 
might  be  rather  weakened  than  enforced,  in  passing 
through  their  hands.  The  regularity  of  his  life,  the 
plausibility  of  his  manner  and  his  extreme  assiduity, 
tended  to  preserve  his  influence  with  the  communi- 
ty, and  even  with  many  persons  who  diflered  from 
him  in  politics. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  graceful  speaker,  with  great 
capacity  for  business,  possessing  a  command  of  tem- 
per, and  courteous  in  his  demeanour.  His  efforts 
were  incessant  to  obtain  influence  and  to  secure  sup- 
port to  his  views.  Every  young  man  who  came  in- 
to life  with  any  promise  of  distinction,  was  regularly 
assailed,  and  several  were  won  over  to  embrace  his 
politics,  who  naturally  belonged  to  the  patriotic  par- 
ty. These  he  served,  while  it  could  pifomote  his 
own  ambitious  designs ;  but  all  gratitude  ceased,  for 
past  exertions,  the  moment  the  individual  declined 
any  thing  he  required  of  him. 

Being  a  native  of  the  province,  and  not  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  were  both  advantages  to 
him  over  most  other  crown  officers  in  the  attainment 
of  popularity.  He  took  every  advantage  of  religious 
prejudices  to  secure  influence,  and  resorted  to  the 
modes  of  hypocrisy  in  use  at  that  day.  He  was  a 
promoter  of  all  those  irksome  and  irritating  restraints 
en  the   most  innocent  movements  of  the  citizens^ 
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which  the  narrow  bigotry  of  the  Sabbatists  were 
eager  to  impose,  and  which  in  former  times  produced 
a  species  of  oppression,  that  was  hateful  in  some 
cases,  in  others  ridiculous.  Yet  in  his  prirate  letters 
at  the  same  time,  he  treated  this  austere  spirit  with 
contemptuous  sneers,'*^  when  it  interfered  with  his 
wish  to  ayerawe  the  country,  by  maintainii^  a  stand- 
ing army  in  it. 

In  his  politics  he  was  originally  thought  to  have 
been,  and  on  many  occasions  really  was,  the  advocate 
of  the  rights  of  his  countrymen.  But  his  ambition 
led  him  step  by  step,  to  sacrifice  his  knowledge 
and  his  principles,  in  order  to  abet  every  arbitrary 
regulation,  and  to  suggest  the  most  odious  means  of 
enforcing  them.  He  deceived  many  persons  by  his 
assurances,  that  he  had  written  against  several  of  the 
measures  that  were  taken,  and  induced  them  to  be- 
lieve, that,  though  his  situation  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  support  all  the  orders  of  the  administration, 
he  was  still  a  devoted  friend  to  the  province ;  yet 
at  the  same  period  he  advised  to  innovations  on  its 
charter,  and  plainly  asserted,  that  in  regard  to  the 
colonies  ^  there  must  be  an  abridgement  of  English 
liberties.'^ 

His  ahxiety  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  himself,  ap* 
peared  to  have  entirely  blinded  his  judgment,  and 


*  The  military  parade  on  Sundays  was  considered  a  profanation  bj  manj 
persons,  and  tending  to  destroy  the  solemnity  of  the  day.  On  this  subject,  be 
wrote,  that  ''  five  or  six  men  of  war,  and  three  or  four  regiments  disturb  no- 
body, but  some  of  our  grave  people,  who  do  not  love  assemblies  and  concert9| 
and  cannot  bear  the  noise  of  drums  upon  a  Sunday.'' 

55 
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losing  sight  altogether  of  the  character  of  his  coun* 
trjmen,  he  thought  they  possessed  neither  the  intel- 
ligence, the  inclination,  nor  the  courage  to  defend 
their  rights.  He  believed  the  power  of  England 
absolutely  irresistible,'*^  and  that  the  quartering  of  a 
few  regiments  in  Boston  would  control  the  country. 
He  looked  to  the  ministry  for  his  whole  reward,  and 
that  he  might  not  be  disappointed  of  it,  was  willing 
to  sacrifice  all  the  privileges  of  the  colonies,  and  to 
renounce  the  example  and  political  inheritance  of  his 
ancestors,  though  no  man  was  better  versed  in  their 
history  and  character,  which  were  most  entirely 
opposed  to  such  a  recreant  policy. 

His  conduct,  as  a  judge,  was  irreproachable,  ex- 
cept that  in  some  cases,  political  considerations  may 
have  influenced  him  in  the  management  of  proceed- 
ings, though  not  in  the  judgments  which  he  render- 
ed. His  ability  on  the  bench  might  be  held  to  be 
remarkable,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  he  was  not 
originally  bred  to  the  profession  of  the  law.  In  the 
probate  office  he  was  greatly  esteemed,  as  his  man- 
ners were  adapted  to  soothe  the  feelings  of  the  .large 


*  Dr.  Eliot  in  his  biography  of  him,  introduced  the  opinions  of  three  differ- 
ent governors  upon  the  question  of  going  to  war  with  Aqierica,  which  are  curi- 
ous and  authentic.  '*  Hutchinson  said  that  the  people  would  not  resist  with 
their  armies  the  power  and  authority  of  Great  Britain ;  that  a  few  troops 
would  be  sufficient  to  quell  them  if  they  did  make  opposition.  General  Carle- 
ton  thought,  that  America  might  easily  be  conquered,  but  they  would  want  a 
considerable  army  for  that  purpose.  That  he  would  not  pretend  to  maich  to 
New  York  or  Boston  (from  Canada)  without  10,000  men.  Tryon  said  it 
would  take  large  armies  and  much  time  to  bring  America  to  their  feet.  The 
power  of  Great  Britain  was  equal  to  any  thing,  but  all  that  power  must  be 
verted  before  they  put  the  monster  in  chains.** 
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portion  of  clients,  which  comes  into  that  court  in  a 
state  of  bereavement  and  afflictioa 

As  a  writer  he  is  more  valuable  for  his  facts  than 
his  style.  Besides  occasional  essays,  and  a  pamphlet 
on  colonial  claims  in  1764,  his  only  work  was  the 
History  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  two  volumes,  with 
a  third  volume  of  state  papers.*  He  was  most  as- 
nduously  engaged  for  many  years  in  collecting  man- 
uscripts of  all  kinds,  relating  to  the  colonies,  and  the 
number  which  he  had  obtained  was  very  extensive*  • 
They  were  unfortunately  destroyed  in  part,  during 
the  riot,  when  his  house  was  nearly  demolished. 
Many  of  the  most  essential  documents  he  had  fortu- 
nately preserved  in  print,  and  a  few  others  were 
saved ;  but  the  loss  of  original  papers  on  this  occasion 
was  irreparable. 

When  he  was  appointed  governor,  as  his  manners 
and  temper  were  more  conciliating,  than  those  of 
his  predecessor,  he  might  have  been  on  better  terms 
with  the  legislature;  but  he  had  deeply  pledged 
himself  in  a  course  of  measures,  that  rendered  it  im<^ 
possible  for  him  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  country. 
He  grew  more  intoxicated  with  his  elevation,  till  at 
last  he  challenged  the  legislature  to  a  discussion  of 
the  whole  basis  and  superstructure  of  colonial  rights, 
which,  in  the  height  of  vanity  or  simplicity,  he  be^- 
lieved  he  could  convince  them  by  argument,  that 

*  This  history  was  brought  down  to  the  year  1750.  He  left  a  continuatiou 
of  it,  which  has  remaiDed  in  MS.  since  his  death.  Some  measures  have  been 
taken  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  to  get  it  printed,  which  it  may 
be  hoped  will  be  attended  with  success. 
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they  did  not  understand,  and  ought  to  abandon.  The 
impolicy  of  this  discussion  and  the  discomfiture  which 
he  met  with  in  the  undertaking,  were  no  recom- 
mendation to  him  in  England. 

When  he  was  accused  before  the  privy  council 
of  mal-conduct,  by  order  of  the  legislature,  it  was, 
perhaps  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  him,  that  Dr. 
Franklin  was  the  organ  of  the  accusers ;  since  the 
government  seemed  so  anxious  to  humble  the  agent, 
that  they  were  quite  ready  to  support  the  Gover- 
nor. When  the  whole  vengeance  of  parliament  was 
directed  against  the  town  of  Boston,  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  tea,  and  the  two  countries  were 
rapidly  approaching  to  the  beginning  of  a  civil  war, 
the  extraordinary  delusion  of  Hutchinson  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  countrymen,  and  the  degree  of  re- 
sistance that  might  be  expected  from  them,  were 
too  congenial  to  the  obstinate  purpose  of  the  minis- 
try not  to  be  received  with  cordiality,  and  to  pro- 
cure him  their  countenance.  He  was  rewarded  for 
his  services  by  a  pension ;  and  he  stimulated  the  go- 
vernment to  perseverance  by  his  advice  and  infor- 
mation, which  for  a  time  had  great  weight. 

After  the  first  events  of.  the  war  had  shewn  ttat 
the  Americans  were  not  to  be  easily  overcome,'  and 
its  further  progress  increased  the  probability  of 
their  eventual  success,  he  began  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  ministry ;  and  treated  with  neglect  at  Court.* 

•  "  When  I  agreed  with  you  in  your  opinion  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  repent- 
ance, I  should  have  added,  he  had  very  great  reason  for  repentance.  Fled 
jtn  bis  old  age  from  the  detestation  of  a  country  vrbere  he  had  been  belored, 
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He  now  saw  all  his  ambitious  dreams  dissolved,  .his 
country  mercilessly  ravaged,  and  himself  an  exile 
forever.  Although  he  used,  as  other  Americans 
did,  the  term  home,  in  speaking  of  England,  yet  the 
home  oi  his  affection  was  in  Massachusetts.  He  had 
there  obtained  a  degree  of  consideration  and  influ- 
ence, which  his  devotion  to  the  arbitrary  designs  of 
the  administration,  and  zeal  to  bring  his  country  un- 
der the  yoke,  had  not  entirely  destroyed.  He  had 
been  gradually  enticed  by  his  avidity  for  rank  and 
fortune,  to  aid  in  destroying  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  making  them  completely  subordinate  to  the 
usurpation  of  parliament  Still,  his  attachments 
were  local,  and  it  was  onl|^in  his  native  land  that 
he  could  have  enjoyed  the  distinction  and  power, 
which  he  so  ruinously  sought,  had  he  succeeded  in 
their  attainment.  As  it  resulted,  he  saw  himself 
and  his  adherents  irreversibly  banished,  his  country 
on  the  road  to  triumph  over  his  counsels,  and  the 
cause  which  he  had  supported  too  deeply  disgraced. 


ettMmed,  admired  and  applauded  with  exaggeration,  in  short,  where  be  bad 
been  every  thing  from  his  infancy,  to  a  country  where  he  was  nothing  :  pinch- 
ed by  a  pension,  which,  though  ample  in  Boston,  would  barely  keep  a  bouse  in 
London ;  throwing  round  his  baleful  eyes  on  the  exiled  companions  of  his  fol- 
ly, hearing  daily  of  the  slaughter  of  his  coantrymen  and  conflagration  of  their 
cities,  abhorred  by  the  greatest  men  and  soundest  part  of  the  nation,  and  neg- 
lected if  not  despised  by  the  rest :  hardened  as  had  been  my  heart  against 
him,  I  assure  you,  I  was  melted  at  the  accounts  I  heard  of  his  condition. 
Lord  Townsend  told  me  that  he  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  Though  I  did 
not  believe  this,  I  knew  he  was  ridiculed  by  the  courtiers.  They  laughed 
at  his  manners  at  the  levee,  at  bis  perpetual  quotation  of  his  brother  Foster, 
(Foster  Hutchinson  brother  of  Governor  H.  was  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Massachusetts,)  searching  his  pockets  for  letters  to  read  to  the  King,  and 
the  King*8  turning  away  from  him  with  his  nose  up,  &c.  &c.^ — Extract  of  a 
MS.  letter  of  President  Adams  to  the  late  W.  Tudor,  Esq. 
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to  leave  him  any  hope  of  reward  for  haying  pro- 
moted it.  To  these  political  reverses  and  withered 
expectations,  were  added  domestic  afflictions.  He 
lost  a  most  amiable  daughter  before  leaving  Ameri- 
ca, whose  death  occasioned  him  a  deep  and  lasting 
regret ;  and  in  February  17B0,  his  youngest  son 
died  of  a  pulmonary  complaint.  He  was  himself  at- 
tacked early  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  by  the  ill- 
ness of  which  he  died  on  the  3d  of  June,  at  Bromp 
ton,  in  his  69th  year. 

Governor  Hutchinson  was  dazzled  by  the  vast 
patronage  in  the  power  of  the  crown.  Imposii^ 
titles  and  unbounded  wealth  might  be  the  prize  of 
successful  service.  The  hopes  inspired  by  these, 
corrupted  his  principles ;  and  to  secure  his  own  for- 
tune, he  was  willing  to  impair  that  of  his  country. 
The  only  excuse  that  can  be  offered  for  his  politi- 
cal errors  was,  his  thorough  conviction,  that  the 
power  of  England  was  overwhelming.  He  and 
many  others  appeared  stupified  at  the  aspect  of 
that  power,  and  always  treated  the  idea  of  the  co- 
lonists defending  themselves  by  an  appeal  to  arms, 
as  the  suggestion  of  ignorance  or  insanity.  He 
thought,  as  the  colonies  must  be  prostrated  by  the 
first  blow  of  the  parent  country,  that  the  only  safe 
course  to  be  pursued  was  to  yield  to  its  will,  and 
endeavour  by  petitions  to  make  its  regulations  as 
little  onerous,  as  possible.  In  this  way  he  reconciled 
himself  to  the  course  which  he  adopted.  In  the 
progress  of  it,  he  omitted  no  exertion.  Argument, 
persuasion,  flattery,  threats,  perpetual  watchfulness 


LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS.  433 

and  intrigues,  alt  were  brought  into  action.  If 
he  had  succeeded  in  placing  the  country  in  the 
power  of  the  BritiBh  parliament,  it  would  not  hare 
been  worth  inhabiting.  He  and  his  arrt^ant  supe- 
riors were  utterly  confounded  by  the  event,  and  the 
colomes  which  they  intended  to  crush,  expanded 
from  that  very  compression  into  a  prosperous  nation. 
Apart  from  politics,  the  character  of  Hutchinson 
was  highly  estimable.  He  was  temperate,  industri- 
ous, indefatigable,'  affable  and  polite  in  his  intei^ 
course  with  society,  a  friend  to  literature,  and  ren- 
dering invaluable  service  in  that  branch  of  it  con- 
nected with  American  history.  He  was  upright  in 
his  private  transactions,  and  condescending  to  those 
below  him.  Without  being  possessed  of  what  is 
called  genius,  his  incessant  application  and  steady 
perseverance  usefully  supplied  its  deficiency.  His 
natural  position,  and  many  of  his  inclinations,  called 
him  to  the  side  of  his  native  land,  where  he  would 
have  reached  very  high  distinction;  his  ambition 
led  him  astray,  and  he  died  a  pensioned,'  broken 
hearted  exile. 


434  UFE  Of  JAMES  OTIS. 


TtrminaHan  of  the  Briiith  authority  in  Massmehusttti  f»  Afcy 
1774 — Findictive  Measures  against  that  Protince — Mandamus 
Counsellors — Boston  Port  Bill  and  Acts  in  Connection  with  it— 
State  of  Public  Feeling  at  this  Epoch. 

The  termination   of   the   British  goyemmeDt  in 
Massachusetts,  was  very  distinct  and  abrupt     Gene- 
ral Gage,  the  commander  of  the  military  forces,  met 
the  new  legislature  on  the  26th,  of  May  1774,  and 
delivered  them  a  short  speech,  in  which  he   an- 
nounced  his   appointment  as  governor,  and  added 
that  he  had  the  king's  particular  commands  to  hold 
the  general  court  at  Salem,  from  the  first  of  June. 
After  the   court   was  adjourned  to  that   place,  the 
council   presented  an  answer  to  the  speech,  which 
began  with  congratulating  him  on  his  appointment, 
and  offering  their  assurance  of  a  cheerful  co-opera- 
tion in  every  thing,  that  could  tend  to  restore  harmo- 
ny, and  extricate,  the  province  from  its  present  em- 
barrassments.    They    proceeded  to  say   ^  we  wish 
your  excellency  every  felicity.     The  greatest,  of  a 
political  nature,  both  to  yourself  and  the  province, 
is,  that    your   administration,  in  the  principles  aiKl 
general  conddct  of  it,  may  be  a  happy  contrast  to 
that    of  your  two  immediate  predecessors.*'      The 
governor  here  interrupted  the  chairman,  and  desired 
him  to  proceed  no  further,  as  he  could  not  receive 
an  address  which  reflected  so  highly  on  his  predeces- 
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'sors,  but  that  he  would  assign  his  reasons  to  the 
council  in  writing.  On  the  14th  of  June,  he  sent 
them  the  following  message.  ^  I  cannot  consent  to 
receive  an  address  which  contains  indecent  reflec- 
tions on  ray  predecessors,  who  have  been  tried  and 
honourably  acquitted  by  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council,  and  their  conduct  approved  by  the  king.  I 
consider  the  address  as  an  insult  upon  his  majesty, 
and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  an  affront  to 
myself." 

The  legislature  foreseeing  they  should  be  dis- 
solved, chose  members  to  join  the  first  congress, 
which  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  in  September  of 
the  same  year,  and  also  agreed  to  have  a  provincial 
congress  to  supply  the  place  of  the  general  court. 
On  the  17th  of  June,  while  they  were  occupied  in 
these  transactions,  the  governor  sent  the  secretary 
to  dissolve  them.  When  he  came  to  the  stairs,  he 
found  the  door  of  the  representatives  chamber  lock- 
ed. The  messenger  was  sent  in,  who  gave  notice  to 
.  the  speaker,  that  the  secretary  was  in  waiting.  He 
informed  the  house,  and  they  ordered  the  doors  to 
be  kept  fast.  The  proclamation  for  dissolving  them, 
was  then  published  on  the  stairs,  in  presence  of 
several  of  the  members  and  of  other  persons.  Thus 
expired,  in  fact,  the  political  authority  of  the  British 
government  in  Massachusetts. 

That  part  of  the  charter,  allowing  the  representa- 
tives to  elect  counsellors,  was  revoked  in  June,  and 
•  mandamus  counsellors  were  appointed  in  August,  but 

their  existence  was  only  nominal.     The  administrar 
56 
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then  did.  They  hoped  that  the  wisdom  of  the  gen- 
eral Gongcess-  might  be  able  to  extricate  them  froo) 
their  present  difficulties,  and  assured  them  "  with 
the  Utmost  cheerfulness^^  of  their  determination  "  to 
stand  or  fall  with  the  liberties  of  America." 

In  the  spring  of  this  jear,  parliament,  exasperated 
by  the  destruction  of  the  tea,  and  many  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  event  having  been  grossly  mis- 
represented, passed  the  Boston  Port  Bill  without  a 
division  and  almost  unanimously  ;  a  measure  of  equal 
rashness  and  cruelty.  This  was  followed  by  that 
series,  of  well  kno^wn  acts,  which  destroyed  the  most 
valuable  privileges  of  the  charter. 

The  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  which  took 
away  the  entire  means  of  subsistence  from  several 
thousand  persons,  was  an  act  of  indiscriminate  ven- 
geance, that  should  not  have  been  exercised  till  a 
most  thorough  mvestigation  had  been  made,'and  the 
most  atrocious  guilt  substantiated.  Neither  of  these 
preliminaries  had  been  undertaken,  and  the  transac- 
tion offers  a  striking  example,  that  even  a  parliament 
may  through  misapprehension  and  anger,  deliberate- 
ly pass  an  act^  that  might  be  expected  only  from  the 
petulant  and  barbarous  violence  of  an  ignorant  des- 
pot.*    To  the  Boston  Port  Bill  succeeded,  "  an  act 

*  The  debate  on  the  <<  Boston  Port  Bill"  exemplifies  in  a  remarkable  man- 
ner, the  injustice  which  a  legislative  body  may  commit  under  an  impulse  of 
anger.  Lord  North  observed,  '<  that  Boston  bad  been  the  ringleader  in  all  the 
tiots,  and  had,  at  times,  shewn  a  desire  of  seeing  the  laws  of  Great  Britain 
attempted  in  vain,  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  That  the  act  o{  the 
mob  ill  destroying  the  tea,  and  other  proceedings,  belonged  to  the  act  of  the 
public  meeting,  and  that  though  other  colonies  were  well  and  peaceably 
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for  regulating  the  government  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,"  which  subverted  the  charter  from  its  founda- 
tion. Two  other  bills  were  also  passed,  one  for 
**  the  trial  of  treason  committed  in  America,''  reviv- 
ing an  6bsolete  statute  of  Henry  VIIL,  the  spirit  of 
whose  reign  was  truly  congenial  to  that,  which  then 
dominated  in  parliament;  and  the  other,  *^ for  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice"  in  the  same  pro- 
vince. This  act  was  termed  in  the  message  of  the 
provincial  congress,  an  act  "  to  license  murder."  It 
provided,  *^  that  in  case  any  person  should  be  indict- 
ed in  that  province  for  murder  or  any  other  capital 
offence,  and  it  should  appear  by  information  given 
on  oath  to  the  governor,  that  the  fact  was  committed 

iaclined  towards  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  the  tea  would  have  been  landed 
at  New  York  without  opposition,  yet  when  the  news  came  from  Boston,  that 
the  tea  was  destroyed.  Governor  Tryon,  from  the  advice  of  the  people,  thought 
that  the  face  of  things  being  changed  since  that  account  was  sent,  it  would  be 
more  prudent  to  send  the  tea  back  to  England  than  to  risk  the  landing  of  it. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  Boston  alone  was  to  blame  for  having  set  this  ex- 
ample, and  therefore  Boston  ought  to  be  the  principal  object  of  our  attention 
fur  punishment/' 

Even  Colonel  Barr^,  who  was  generally  the  friend  of  America,  and  had 
corresponded  with  some  of  the  leading  patriots  of  Massachusetts,  abandoned 
his  ground  on  this  question.  Colonel  Barr^  said,  ^'  he  was  urged  to  rise  to 
discharge  his  duty  in  not  giving  a  silent  vote  upon  the  occasion.  The  propoti- 
tion  before  the  house  be  could  not  help  giving  his  hearty  affirmation  to :  that 
he  liked  it,  harsli  as  it  was  ;  he  liked  it  for  its  moderation,  and  argued  that  the 
noble  Lord^s  (North)  conduct  would  be  of  the  same  stamp  throughout.  He 
said,  1  think  Boston  ought  to  be  punished.  She  is  your  eldest  son  (here  the 
house  laughed.*') 

But  the  most  extraordinary  speaker  in  these  debates,  was  a  member  of  the 
name  of  Van.  Mr,  Van  said,  *<  he  agreed  to  the  flagitiousness  of  the  offence 
of  the  Americans,  and  therefore  was  of  opinion  that  the  town  of  Boston  ought 
to  be  knocked  about  their  ears,  and  destroyed.  Deienda  est  CarthagOy'**  said 
he,  '^  I  am  of  opinion  you  will  never  meet  with  that  proper  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  this  country,  until  you  have  destroyed  that  nest  of  locusts." 
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in  the  exercise  or  aid  of  magistracy  in  suppressing 
riots,  and  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the 
province,  be  should  send  the  person  so  indicted  to 
anj  other  colonj,  or  to  Great  Britain,  to  be  tried.*** 

•  In  the  debate  od  ihii  bill,  April  15lh,  ITT4,  Colonel  Bari/  made  toina 
Btonement  by  hi>  oppotition  to  it,  fat  hit  credulity  and  tnconiiitencj  in  voting 
for  ihe  BoitOD  Port  Bill.    The  roilowipg  panage  is  eilracled  from  hiK  ipeecli. 

"  l(  ii  propnseil  to  sligmalite  a  whole  people  a>  periecuion  ot  iDnocencc, 
and  men  iocapabls  of  doin|  juilice  ;  yel  you  bate  not  a  tingle  fact  on  wbicfa 
(0  ground  that  imputation.  1  eipecled  Ihe  noble  lord  would  have  lupponed 
this  molion,  by  producing  inaisncee  of  Ifae  officen  of  goreiumenl  in  America 
baring  been  proKcuted  with  uniemilting  langeance,  and  brought  to  ciuel  iimI 
diihoDounbie  death*  by  the  Tiolenre  and  injuitice  of  Americsn  juriei.  Bui 
he  hai  not  pioduced  one  luch  instance  ;  and  I  will  tell  you  nio.e,  til,  ha  can- 
uoi  produce  one.  The  inilancrs  which  have  happened  are  dirertly  in  (h« 
teelh  oChiB  propotition.  Captain  Pieiton  and  the  aoldieii  who  ihed  ihe  blood 
□f  Ihe  people,  vere  fairly  tried  and  fully  acquitted.  It  vas  an  American  Jury, 
a  New  England  jury,  a  Boston  jury,  which  tried  and  acciuilleri  ihem.  Cap> 
tain  PreslOD  hai  under  hii  hand,  publirly  declared,  thai  ihe  inhnbilanti  of  lb* 
TCiy  town  In  which  Iheii  fellow  ciiiieni  had  been  (aciificed,  were  hii  advo- 
CBlei  and  defAidei).  Ii  thii  the  return  you  make  them  ?  I>  Ihi«  the  encourage' 
Dientyou  give  theni  to  peiMvere  in  ao  laudable  a  ipitit  of  juelice  andmodeift- 
tion  ■'  When  ■  commiuionai  of  the  eualoiai,  aided  by  a  number  of  luffiana,  aj- 
aauiled  the  celebrated  Hi.  Oti*  in  the  midil  of  the  town  of  Boiton,  and  with  lh« 
moll  barbBiDi;!  violenca  alnoil  murdered  him,  did  ihe  mob,  wbicn  in  laid  to  rule 

a  person  who  is  luppowd  to  be  Ibeli  demagogue .'  No,  >i>,  ihe  law  tried  ihem, 
the  law  gave  heavy  damB|ei  agaioil  them,  which  the  irreparably  iojured  Mr. 
Otii  moil  generoiitly  fetgave  upon  an  acknowledgment  of  the  offence.  Can 
you  expact  any  more  tucb  instances  of  magnauimllj,  under  Ihe  principle  of 
tbe  Bill  now  proposed  ?" 

In  Ibis  discussion,  iha  same  M>,  Van  before  cited,  again  tignaJiied  himielf, 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  what  idea  he  had  farmed  of  the  country,  but  he  di*< 
plays  an  ignorance  thai  would  be  ludicrous,  if  hii  maletotence  did  noi  eicile 
Hiote  serious  emotion.  Every  parliamenlary  body  la  liable  to  Ihe  evil  of  hav- 
ing such  msmbeis ;  il  might  perhaps  be  a  useful  leuon  In  give  them  for  peru- 
sal, a  few  similar  effusions  of  their  compeers.  Mr.  Van  said,  "ifibey  oppose 
ihe  measures  of  our  goternment  thai  are  now  aent  out,  I  would  dn  as  was 
done  of  old,  in  the  time  of  the  ancient  Brilons,  I  would  burn  and  *rt  fire  tn  ell 
Iheir  woods,  and  leave  theircountry  open,  lo  prevent  Ihat  proleciion  thi'y  no«r 
bava ;  and  if  we  are  likely  to  lose  that  country,  I  think  it  belter  lotl  by  oot 
own  soldi«it,  than  irrested  from  ui  by  lebelliout  cbildien." 
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These  statutes  tendedi  tO'  enslaye  and  outlaw  all  tbo 
inhabitants  of  the  colonj. 

These  tyrannical  and  oppressire  statutes,  called 
into  action  among  those  whom  they  were  intended 
to  alarm  and  subdue,  some  of  the  noblest  qualities  of 
human  character ;  courage,  perseverance,  generosity 
and  fidelity.     The  people  of  Boston  assembled  after 
they  were  promulgated,  and  pledging  themselves  to 
abide    by  the   principles  which  they   had  avowed, 
re-asserted  their  rights  in  still  more  energjetic  lan- 
guage.    The   town  of  Salem  spumed  the  idea  of 
raising  their  port  on  the  ruins  of  its  neighbour.    The 
merchants  of  that  place  and  of  Marblebead,  offered 
those  of  Boston  the  free  use  of  their  wharves  and 
warehouses,  till  their  harbour  should  be   reK>pened 
In  every  town  of  the  province,  meetings  were  held 
to  give  the  people  of  the  capital, assurances  of  sym- 
pathy and  support.  Contributions  were  every  where 
made  in  money,  clothing,  and  provisions  for  the  use 
of  the  labouring  classes,  who  were  deprived  of  their 
customary  means  of  living.     The  same  enthusiastic 
feeling  pervaded  all  the  colonies.     The  cause  of  Bos- 
ton was  made  the  cause  of  the  country.    Her  suffer- 
ings were  pitied,  her  firmness  admired,  her  constancy 
stikuulated  others.  The  ministry  believed  that  by  mak- 
ing an  example  of  Boston,  they  should  either  force  its 
inhabitants  into  submission,  or  if  they  continued  re- 
fractory, that  the  province  would  be  divided,  and  th^ 
other  colonies  deterred  from  taking  its  part.   Never 
were  mean  and  cruel  calculations  more  signally  coi^ 
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founded.  T)he  rpeviod  was  one  ol  high  and  generous 
emotion.  All  )tbe  common  rivalFies  and  local  Gompe- 
titions,  which  in  ordinary  times  may  be  laudable  and 
necessaiy,  were  suspended.  *Distanoe8  seemed  les- 
sened, and  .places  remote  ffrom  each  other  were 
brought  (into  tclose  friendship  .and  communion.  No 
one  sought  for  safety  by  abandoning  the  sufferer,  but 
the  inflictions  of  ministcgrial  vengeance  made  dll  the 
colonies  volunteer,  to  defend  the  cause  of  those  on 
whom  the  arm  of  power  first  fell^  and  as  they^had 
assumed  the  same  principles,  so  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
they  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  .partdke  the 
same  fate. 


Character  and  Peculiar  Circumstaneei  of  the  People  of  Boston. 

Though  the  'ministerial  designs  were  directed 
equally  against  all  the  colonies,  yet  a  variety  of  9ir- 
cumstanees  concurred  to  make  them  bear  more 
heavily  on  the  New««England  provinces,  in  the  first 
instance,  •  and  more  especially  on  Massachusetts, 
against  whose  capital  they  were  concentrated.  This 
#iras  owing  partly  to  these  provinces  beir^  the  most 
commercial,  and  their  occupations  were  therefore 
more  immediately  injured  by  the  parliamentary  in- 
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novations ;  in  p^rt  also,  to  the  vigorous  and  unmixed 
character  and  denser  population  of  the  district,  and 
still  further  to  some  peculiarities  in  the  charter,  and 
greater  activity  in  the  intrigues  and  enmity  of  the 
crown  oflficers ;  to  which  may  be  added,  their  origin 
from  the  puritans  and  commonwealth's  men  of  Eng* 
land,  and  the  institutions  and  habits  they  had  es- 
tablished ;  which  although  g^uch  enfeebled  by  time, 
were  still  to  be  seen  through  the  transparent  sur- 
face of  society,  like  the  veins  and  arteries  carrying 
pulsation  and  life  to  every  portion  of  the  body. 

As  Boston  was  the  capital  where  the  army  was 
collected,  and  the  seat  of  the  council  that  was  to 
direct  it,  and  as  this  city  by  its  resistance,  was  doom- 
ed to  be  subdued  in  the  first  instance,  to  serve  both 
as  an  example  to  others,  and  a  point  of  departure 
for  the  forces  of  government ;  the  circumstances  arc 
worthy  of  examination,  which  enabled  that  town  to 
engage  and  finally  triumph  in  a  contest,  sq  apparent- 
ly unequal  and  so  fraught  with  peril. 

Boston  possessed,  at  that  period,  an  importance 
relatively,  compared  with  the  several  cities  of  the 
continent,  which  as  respects  commerce  and  popula- 
tion, has  since  been  transferred  to  other  cities  by  the 
natural  progress  of  events.  The  number  of  its  in- 
habitant?  was  about  seventeen  thousand.  As  they 
had  shewn  themselves  extremely*  refractory  against 
the  new  system,  the  government  resolved,  as  the 
minister  expressed  it,  *  to  try  the  question  witl^ 
them,''  and  reduce  them  to  unqualified  submission. 
The  forces  employed  seemed  sufficient  for  the  occsb 
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i^ion,  and  the  conduct  of  these  citizens  in  maintaining 
the  struggle  for  several  years  without  yielding,  af- 
fords a  memorable  example  of  virtue  and  courage. 
In  a  mighty  battle  it  has  happened  that  one  party^ 
out-numbered  by  the  other,  has  been  obliged  to 
form  its  battalions  into  solid  squares,  and  remain  on 
the  defensive  against  the  desperate  assaults  of  a 
superior  force;  and  the  world  have  admired  the 
discipline  and  firmness  that  sustained  such  a  struggle, 
and  eventually  achieved  the  victory ;  but,  to  every 
friend  to  human  rights,  how  much  greater  interest 
does  such  a  spectacle  present,  when  unarmed  citi- 
zens, surrounded,  intersected,  out-numbered,  in- 
sulted by  mercenary  soldiers,  yet  still  remaining  vigi- 
lant, resolute,  undismayed,  are  at  last  triumphant ! 

Many  of  the  traits  to  be  remarked  in  the  charao- 
ter  of  the  people  of  the  capital,  were  equally  to  be 
found  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  at  large,  as 
well  as  in  those   that  bordered  on  it.     Among  the 

i first  may  be  stated  the  sobriety  and  prudence,  the 
pertinacity  and  independence,  which  characterized 
^  their   puritan   ancestors,   and   which   descended  to 
?  them,  modified,  rather  than  impaired     The  prevail- 
ing sect  in  the  country,  known  by  the  name  of  inde- 
pendents or  congregationalists,  was  the  one,  which 
of  all  the  forms  of   protestantism,    was  the   most 
I  averse  to  the  domination  of  a  hierarchy.     This  dis- 
/|  liosition  in  that  sect,  was  called  into  fresh  vigor,  at 
this  epoch,  from  the  alarm  about  the  establishment 
of  an  Aalerican  episcopate  :  the   men  who  opposed 
it  were  the  lineal  descendants,  and  in  several  casea 
57 
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the  direct  inheritors  in  unbroken  succession,  of  hatred 
against  Laud  and  the  English  Church,  for  the  perse- 
cution of  their  ancestors.  The  people  at  large  were 
much  influenced  by  the  clergy,  as  all  their  pastord 
were  of  their  own  choice,  and  were  emphatically 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  readily  imbibed  their  jea- 
lousies ;  which  was  rendered  so  much  the  easier,  as 
most  of  the  Crown-officers  belonged  to  the  obnoxious 
church,  and  sometimes  with  an  offensive  ostentation 
preferred  its  forms,  and  sneered  at  the  austere  sim- 
plicity of  the  congregational  worship. 

Next  to  religion,  and  still  more  active  in  its  influ- 
ence, was  the  civil  organization  of  the  community. 
The  people  were  the  subjects  of  a  distant  monarcfa, 
but  royalty  was  merely  in  theory  with  them.  They 
,  were  not  only  republican,  but  democrati(V.and.  that 
in  the  simplest  form.  Originally,  ^^  the  freemen  in  per- 
son,'' constituted  a  part  of  the  government  of  the 
whole  colony,  but  when  they  had  so  far  spread^  that 
they  could  no  longer  assemble  together,  they  altered^ 
the  charter  to  suit  their  convenience,  and  sent  repre- 
sentatives to  the  general  court,*  but  retained  in  the 
organization  of  all  the  towns,  the  principle  of  a  sim- 
ple democracy.  All  the  officers  were  annually  cho- 
sen; and  all  town  affairs  were  decided  upon  in  gene- 
ral meetings  of  the  citizens,  convened  at  stated  peri- 

*  Chalmers,  speaking  of  this  change  from  a  democracy  to  representatiT* 
government,  which  took  place  in  1634,  while  he  admits  the  necessity  of  it, 
adds,  <*  the  legality  of  those  measures,  however,  cannot  easily  be  supported 
by  fair  discussion,  or  by  any  other  than  those  piinciples  of  independence, 
which  naturally  sprang  up  among  such  a  people,  during  such  a  season^  and 
have  at  all  times  governed  their  actions***  p.  158. 

1         •         .  / 
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ods,  or  whenever  a  dozen  of  the  inhabitants  thought 
it  proper  that  the  town  should  be  called  together. 
In  this  manner,  not  only  measures  of  finance  and  re- 
gulations of  police  were  considered  and  established, 
but  also  political  subjects  were  openlj  discussed  and 
decided  according  to  the  will  of  the  majority.     Every 
separate  toum^  or  incorporated  district,  therefore, 
formed  a  small  republic  of  itself,   which  chose   its 
own  officers  and  managed  its  own  concerns.     Edu- 
cation, of  the  common  kind  at  least,  and  moral  and 
religious  instruction,  were  universal,  and  enabled  the 
people  to  transact  their  public  business,  and  to  act 
with  moderation  and  intelligence  under  a  form  of  goy« 
^ernment,  of  which  they  were  individually  component 
parts.    Such  is  the  effect  of  habit  and  e4ucation,  that 
this  unqualified  democracy  was  as  much  the  govern- 
:  ment  of  Boston,*  as  it  was  of  the  smallest  district  in 
the  commonwealth;  and  in  the  capital  as  elsewhere, 
the  numerous  meetings  of  the  citizens  were  held  with- 
out guards,  and  without  disturbance  or  confusion.  The 
shew  of  hands  determined  every  vote,  and  the  hard 
band  of  the  day  labourer,  counted  the  same,  as  that 
which  could  give  an  order  for  tens  of  thousands. 
One  salutary  consequence  that  resulted  from  their 
town  meetings,  was  the  knowledge  that  the  citizens 
attained  of  each  other,  and  their  mutual  dependence 
and  mutual  restraint.     Age  and  public  services  were 
always  treated  with  suitable,  though  voluntary  de- 


*  The  totm  of  Boston  was  made  a  city  in  1822.    Tke  change  in  many  re* 
«pect8  18  merely  nominal. 
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ference,  and  this  apparent  equality  in  the  decision  of 
questions,  taught  every  man  practically,  the  great* 
est  principle  of  a  republic,  that  the  majority  must 
govern ;  and  also  gave  him  a  pride  in  maintaining  its 
decisions,  as  he  was  thereby  paying  respect  to  his 
own  agency.* 

To  the  extensive  influence  of  these  religious  and 
civil  institutions,  enforced  and  explained  by  a  com- 
mon system  of  education,  may  be  added  other  cir- 
cumstances, which  were  accidental,  but  which  espe- 
cially distinguished  the  state  of  society  in  Boston  at 
the  epoch  of  the  revolution.  The  first  was,  the 
little  diversity  that  existed  in  the  religious  opinions 
of  the  people,  and  which  tended  very  much  to  their 
acting  harmoniously  together.  Th^  variety  of  denomi- 
nations that  have  established  themselves  in  the  town, 
did  not  then  exist  :  in  fact,  it  may  be  said  that  there 
were  then  only  two,  episcopalians  and  congregation- 
alists,  the  latter  being  three  or  fbur  times  the  most 
numerous.     There  were  no  catholics,  quakers,  Jews, 


*  '<  Their  gdvernments  are  popular  in  a  high  degree  ;  tome  are  merely  popu- 
lar, in  all  the  popular  representative  is  the  most  weighty ;  and  this  share  of 
the  people  in  their  ordinary  government,  never  fails  to  inspire  them  with  lof- 
ty sentiments,  and  with  a  strong  aversion  for  whatever  tends  to  deprive  them 
of  their  chief  importance/*^— jBvr^e, 

In  the  *'  Vindication  of  the  Town  of  Boston,^  the  character  of  their  public 
meetings  is  defended,  in  noticing  Governor  Bernard*s  misrepresentations.  *'  The 
Governor  has  often  t>een  observed  to  discover  aq  aversion  to  free  aseemblies : 
no  wonder  then  that  he  should  be  so  particularly  disgusted  at  a  legal  meeting 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  where  a  noble  freedom  of  speech  is  ever  expected  and 
maintained  :  an  assembly  of  which  it  may  be  justly  said,  to  borrow  the  lan- 
guage of  the  ancient  Roman,  with  a  little  variation,  smtire  qiUE  ve/tn/,  €i  qum 
ftntiunt  dicere  licet ;  they  thintc  as  they  please  and  speak  as  they  think  :  such 
iifi  assembly  has  ever  been  the  dread,  and  often  the  scourge  of  tyxaats."  p«  f9. 
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jUtior  any  regular  churches  at  least,  of  several  kinds 
\  of  protestants.*'      The   second  peculiarity  was  the 
ridentity  of  its  population.     There  were  very   few 
Iforeigners  of  any  description,  not  even  English,  Irish, 
i  or  Scotch  ;  much  less  those  from  continental  Europe- 
Several  very  respectable  families   of  French  protec- 
tant descent,  having  lost  their  original  language  were 
completely  blended  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  were   almost  wholly  of  English  extraction,  and 
had  gradually  increased  from  their  own  stock,  with 
few   additions  from  abroad,  for  the  century  preced- 
ing. 

Besides  the  real  equality  of  political  and  religious 
rights,  there  was  no  great  disparity  in  the  fortunes^ 
or  diversity  in  the  style  of  living  among  the  inhabi- 
tants. No  hopeless  inevitable  poverty  existed,  and 
in  the  few  instances  of  great  wealth  that  were  to 
be  found,  the  absence  of  atl  daring  display  pre- 
vented any  very  obvious  distinction  between  its 
possessors  and  their  less  opulent  fellow  citizens. 
The  children  were  all  educated  at  the  same  schools, 
where  they  were  placed  exactly  on  a  level;  and 
when  their  age  entitled  them  to  take  a  part  in  public 
concerns,  they  met  on  one  floor,  with  an  equal  right 
to  vote  as  they  pleased  on  every  question.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  citizens  were  in  a  state  of 
decent  competence,  which  was  created  by  their 
frugality   and  industry.      They    were    traiiquil  and 


*  There  were  many  quakers  and  soroe  baptists  in  different  parts  cf  Massa*' 
obusetts,  there  was  also  a  quaker  meeting-house  in  the  capital,  whicli  ha9 
been  for  a  very  long  period  unoccupied. 
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Tirtuotts  in  their  habits ;  hardy,  intelligent  and  enter* 
prizing.^  Their  boyish  associations,  or  their  civic 
meetings,  brought  them  all  to  a  personal  acquam- 
tance  with  each  other.  Every  man's  conduct  was 
known,  and  no  person  could  be  independent  of  popu- 
lar opinion.  No  profession  was  entrenched  in  privi- 
leges, nor  separated  in  interests  from  those  of  the 
community.  Men  of  all  professions  mingled  in  pri- 
vate social  meetings  as  well  as  in  public  assemblies : 
Even  the  clergy,  who  possessed  great  influence, 
were  in  the  habit  of  constant  intercourse  with  their 
fellow  citizens,  and  shared  in  their  pains,  their  plea- 
sures, and  opinions.  It  may  be  imagined,  how  easily 
and  rapidly  every  question  and  feeling  of  general 
concern,  circulated  through  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  and  with  their  habits,  information,  energy 
and  simUarity  of  interests,  what  facilities  existed  for 
an  union  of  sentiment  and  action.  Such  was  the 
character  and  situation  of  the  town,t  against  which 

*  In  addition  to  the  number  of  individuals  who  distinguished  thevselves  in 
different  departments  of  the  public  service  in  their  native  land  ;  some  inferen- 
ces as  to  the  general  character  of  the  inhabitants,  may  be  drawn  from  the  for- 
tunes of  those  who  took  the  part  of  the  mother  country.  Than  were  at  one 
time,  seven  natives  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  who  were  generals  or  admirals 
in  the  British  service,  some  of  whom  had  other  distinctions  conferred  upon 
them  ;  and  nearly-as  many  more  who  attained  very  high  rank  ia  the  civil  ser- 
?ice.  Most  of  these  gentlemen  are  now  living^  and  there  is  probably  no  por- 
tion of  the  Britbh  dominions  of  an  equal  population,  that  has  furnished  such 
a  list  of  persons  belonging  to  one  generation,  who  have  reached  the  same 
eminence,  without  the  aid  of  hereditary  rank. 

t  To  this  brief  sketch  of  the  character  and  situation  of  the  inhabitanu  of 
Boston,  one  shade  may  be  added,  particularly  as  it  regards  a  class,  that  has 
long  ceased  to  exist.  There  were  before  the  revolution  four  or  five  thousand 
slaves  in  the  province,  of  which  about  one  thousand   were  in  the  capitah 
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the  British  govennnent  directed  this  their  first 
efforts,  with  an  arowed  intention  of  bringing  it  to 
submission,  or  to  ruin. 

Slavery  was  formally  abolished  io  Massachusetts,  at  the  foraation  oi  th« 
constitution  in  1780,  and  virtually  so,  some  years  before.  A  decision  like  that 
df  Lord  Mansfield^s  in  the  Somerset  case,  so  much  and  so  justly  vaunted  in 
England)  had  been  previously  made  in  this  country ;  a  particular  account  of 
which,  will  be  found  in  an  interesting  report  made  to  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts by  T.^Lyman,  Jr.  Esq.  in  1821.  In  Boston,  the  slaves  were  general- 
ly house  servants^  who  led  rather  an  easy  life.  They  did  only  the  slave's 
share  of  work,  and  were  humanely  treated.  They  were  a  careless,  laughing 
race,  faithful,  subservient,  impudent,  and  affectionate,  and  under  the  pretence 
•f  being  tiavei,  often  todk  great  liberties.  Many  of  them  obtained  their  free* 
dom  by  enlisting  as  soldiers,  or  sailors,  previously  to  I768|  and  several  of  them 
fought  bravely  in  the  battles  of  the  revolution.  Their  dialect  and  their  blun- 
ders in  language,  have  a  peculiar  character,  which  has  often  been  employed 
in  ridicule.  Though  the  majority  ol  these  people  exhibited  that  hebetude, 
which  is  the  usual  concomitant  of  ignorance,  yet  there  were  many  among 
them  who  possessed  much  natural  shrewdness  and  humour.  A  large  collec- 
tion of  anecdotes  might  be  made  on  this  subject,  but  the  following  must  suf* 
fice  for  examples  in  this  way. 

If  some  previous  remarks  on  Doctors  Cooper  and  Chauncy  are  recollected^ 
they  will  render  the  following  story  more  intelligible.  Dr.  Cooper,  who  was  a 
man  of  accomplished  manners  and  fond  of  society,  was  able,  by  the  aid  of  his 
fine  talents,  to  dispense  with  some  of  the  severe  study  that  others  engaged  in. 
This,  however,  did  not  escape  the  envy  and  malice  of  the  world,  and  it  was 
said  in  a  kind  of  petulant  and  absurd  exaggeration,  that  he  used  to  walk  to 
the  south-end  of  a  Saturday,  and  if  he  saw  a  man  riding  into  town  in  a  black 
coai^  would  stop,  and  ask  him  to  preach  the  next  day.  Dr.  Chauncy  was  a 
close  student,  very  absent  and  irritable.  On  these  traits  in  the  character  of 
the  two  clergymen,  a  servant  of  Dr.  Chauncy^s  laid  his  scheme  to  obtain  a 
particular  object  from  his  master.  Scipio  went  into  his  master^s  study  one 
morning  to  receive  some  directions,  which  the  Doctor  having  given,  resumed 
his  writing,  but  the  servant  still  remained.  The  master,  looking  up  a  few  mi- 
nutes afterwards,  and  supposing  he  had  just  come  in,  said,  '^  Scipio,  what  do 
you  want  ?"  **  I  want  a  new  coat,  massa.^  **  Well,  go  to  Mrs.  Chauncyy 
and  tell  her  to  give  you  one  of  my  old  coats  i^  and  was  again  absorbed  in  hit 
Studies.  The  servant  remained  fixed.  After  a  while,  the  doctor,  turning  his 
eyes  that  way,  saw  him  again,  as  if  for  the  first  time,  and  said,  *^  What  da 
yottJpant,  Scip  ?"  <<  I  want  a  new  coat,  massa.'^  **  Well,  go  to  my  wife,  and 
ask  bar  to  give  you  one  of  my  old  coats,"  and  fell  to  writing  once  more. 
Scipio  remained  in  the  same  posture.    After  a  few  minutes,  the  doctor  looked 
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Whatever  may  be  the  reputation  of  Boston  m 
history,  there  iti  one  circumstance  at  least,  to  be  re- 
marked through  the  whole  reTolutionary  fermentf 
for  which  it  is  perhaps  in  vain  to  seek  a  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  any  other  country ;  and  which,  where* 
ever  cruelty  shall  be  execrated  as  the  greatest  of 
crimes,  and  mercy  and  humanity  honoured,  as  the 
highest  marks  of  civilization,  will  be  admired  and 
remembered.  The  struggle  against  oppression,  while 
the  hand  of  the  British  government  was  immediately 
upon  the  town,  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the 
stamp  act,  in  1765,  and  continued  till  the  evacuaticn 
by  the  English  army  in  1776.      During  this    peri- 

lonaidB  him,  arH]  repeated  the  former  queit&OQ,  '^Scipio,  what  da  yoa  want'^* 
**!  warn  ■  new  coal,  maiia."  Ii  now  flatbed  over  Ihe  docior'a  mind,  tbit 
there  wai  •omelhini  of  irpetilion  in  this  diBlogiie.  '>  Whj,  h&n  I  ml  laid 
you  before,  lo  ask  Mrs.  Chauncj  to  give  you  a  coal  ?  (et  Bnaj."  "  Ye«, 
mauR,  but  I  no  waul  a  black  coat."  "  Not  want  a  black  coat !  and  why  not !" 
»  Why,  ma»a,  I  'fraid  to  lell  you,  btit4  don't  waal  a  black  coai^"  ><  Whal'i 
the  reason  you  doa'l  w am  a  black  coat?  tell  me  diiecll;."  "O!  makta,  I 
don'l  warn  a  black  coal,  but  I  'fraid  to  tell  ihe  reason,  jnu  so  passionale  :" 
"You  ta»cal!  will  you  lell  me  the  leaBon?"  "O!  maisa,  Tm  sure  you  be  an- 
gry." "If  I  bad  my  cane,  you  viliain,  I'd  break  your  hones:  will  you  leU  me 
whal  you  mean  ?"  "I  "fraid  to  tell  you,  mana,  I  know  you  be  angry."  The  rtoc- 
tor'i  impatienM  wamow  highly  in  i  la  led,  and  Scipio  perceiyine,  by  hi>  glance 
■I  the  longs,  Ibal  he  might  flud  BBuhEiiliiie  lor  Ihe  cane,  and  thai  h*  waituffi- 
ciently  eiciied,  lald,  "  Well,  matia,  you  make  me  tell,  bui  1  know  ynu  be 
angry. — 1  "fraid,  mawa,  iff  wear  another  black  coal,  Dr.  Cooper  ask  me  lo 
preach  for  him  I"  This  uneipeclcd  termination  tealiied  Ihe  negro'i  calcula- 
tion; hi)  icriiated  mailer  bursi  into  a  laugh  :  "Go,  you  raual,  get  my  bat 
■nd  cane,  and  tell  Mri.  Chauncy,  she  may  give  you  a  coal  of  any  colour  ;  a 
ted  OOP,  If  you  choose."  Away  went  ijie  negro  to  hit  miBlrest,  and  Ihe  doc- 
tor 10  tali  ihe  Mory  lo  hia  friend.  Dr.  Cooper.  ^ 

A  negro  whose  principles  wcie  In  fiivaur  of  ihe  adminisi ration,  met  do*  day 
with  Edes,  Ihe  printer  of  ihc  Boston  (iaieile,  which  n  a>  entirely  deioled  t* 
Ihe  paltiolic  cause,  and  enquired  of  him,  whal  was  the  news^  Ihe  ptiotartold 
him  there  waa  nothing  new.  "  Well,  if  you've  nolhiog  new,  mana  Bd«»,  ( 
('po*a  you  print  the  ittma  dam  old  Ue  over  •gkin." 
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> 

ocl,  there  happened  manj  occasions  of  great  excite- 
ment ;  the  vexations  on  commerce  were  numerous 
and  irritating;  a  military  force  stationed  within  the 
walls,  at  one  time  consisting  of  only  a  few  compa*- 
nies,  increased  at  others,  till  it  out  numbered  the 
male  inhabitants  of  the  city ;  the  most  obnoxious 
and  violent  of  the  ministerial  partizans,  whether  na- 
tives or  others,  collected  on  this  spot,  against  which 
they  were  covertly  soliciting  and  stimulating  the  ven- 
geance of  the  mother  country;  the  civil  and  military 
officers  frequently  goading  the  citizens  with  menaces 
and  insults,  and  the  soldiers,  in  one  case,  firing  upon 
nnd  killing  several   persons  ;  yet  notwithstanding  all 
these    circumstances,   in  spite  of  all  the  exaspera- 
(  tion  of  the  times,  and  all  the  rashness  that  may  be 
\  supposed  incidental  to  a  populous  democracy;  through- 
\  out  this  whole  period  of  ferment  and  revolution,  not 
J^  single  human  life  was  ,taken  by  the  inhabitants 
\  either  by  assassination,  popular  tumult,  or  public  ex-^ 
;  ecu  tion.* 


*See  Appendix, 


:lk'A 
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enavtrtr  xxsx. 

Proctedingt  of  Gtneral  Gage—Hutory  of  tht  two  piectt  n/artiUery 
adltd  tht  "  Hmeoek  and  Adami''' — Approach  of  hottilitia — 
AntedoUt—Gtntrai  Warren— Oattle  of  Btmktr  HiU—CoUmd 
Prtteotl. 

After  General  Gage  assumed  the  goveromenf  of 
the  province,  the  military  aspect  of  the  admioistra- 
tion  grew  daily  more  predominant ;  and  he,  more  ac* 
customed  to  the  duties  of  military  than  of  civil  life, 
occupied  himself  more  particularly  with  cares  of  the 
former  description,  while  the  people  had,  hy  their 
proceedings  in  self-defence,  nearly  divested  him  of 
all  agency  in  the  latter  department.  At  the  close 
of  1774,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1775,  he  began  to 
take  into  his  possession,  all  the  arms  and  military  stores 
betongiog  to  individuals  and  the  public.  These 
measures,  which  led  to  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities, occetsioned  a  transaction  in  Bostoi^  which  is 
worthy  of  being  recorded. 

In  November,  1766,  the  General  Court  ordered 
four  brass  cannon  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
artillery  companies  in  Boston.  Two  of  these  guns, 
which  were  three-pounders,  were  kept  in  a  guD 
house  that  stood  opposite  the  Mall,  at  the  comer  of 
West  street.  A  school  house  was  the  next  building, 
and  a  yard  inclosed  with  a  high  fence  was  common 
to  both.     Major  Paddock*  who  then  commanded 

•  Major  Adino  Psiidoci  wai  k  coach  maker,  a  reputable  citUea  and  dKidad 
lojaliat:  he  left  Bmioh  with  Ibe  Briiiih  anaj,  and  wai  mbwiuentlf  rewarded 
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the  company,  having  been  heard  to  express  his  in- 
tention of  surrendering  these  guns  to  the  British 
army,  a  few  individuak  resolved  to  secure  for  the 
country  a  property  which  belonged  to  it,  and  which, 
in  the  present  emergency,  had  an  importance  very 
disproportionate  to  its  intrinsic  value. 

Having  concerted  their  plan,  the  party  passed 
through  the  school  house  into  the  gun  house,  and 
were  able  to  open  the  doors  which  were  upon  the 
yard,  by  a  small  crevice,  through  which  they  raised 
the  bar  that  secured  them*  The  moment  for  the 
execution  of  the  project  was  that  of  the  roll  call, 
when  the  sentinel  who  was  stationed  at  one  door  of 
the  building,  would  be  less  likely  to  hear  their  ope- 
rations. The  guns  were  taken  off  their  carriages, 
carried  into  the  school  room,  and  placed  in  a  large 
box  under  the  master^s ''desk,  in  which  wood  was 
kept.  Immediately  after  the  roll  call,  a  lieutenant 
and  sei^eant  came  into  the  gun  house  to  look  at  the 
cannon,  previously  to  removing  them.  A  young  man* 
who  had  assisted  in  tfa^ir  removal,  remained  by  the 
building,  and  followed  the  officer  in,  as  an  innocent 
spectator.  When  the  carriages  were  found  without 
the  guns,  the  sergeant  exclaimed  ^Bj  G — ,  they're 


•■ 


by  the  pivmnmtmx  of  Guernsey.  There  it  one  circumstance  that  may  cause 
bim  to  be  remembered  in  Boston,  when  his  share  in  the  politics  of  the  day  will 
be  forfotten.  The  row  of  elm  trees  in  front  of  the  Granary  burying  ground, 
WM  {rfanted  by  him. 

*  Samuel  Gore,  Esq.,  from  whom  this  narration  was  received.  The  persons 
who  aided,  were  Messrs.  Balch,  Gridley,  Whiston,  and  two  or  three  more. 
The  schoolmaster,  who  of  course  knew  the  whole  transaction,  was  Master 
Holbrook. 


4M  LIFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

gone !   I'll  be  d d  if  these  fellows  won't  steal  the 

teeth  out  of  your  head,  while  you're  keeping  guard." 
They  then  began  to  search  the  building  for  thera, 
and  afterwards  the  yard ;  and  when  they  came  to 
the  gate  that  opened  into  the  street,  the  oBicer  ob- 
served, that  they  could  not  hare  passed  that  way, 
because  a  cobweb  across  the  opening  was  not  broken. 
They  went  next  into  the  school  house,  which  they 
examined  all  over,  except  the  box,  on  which  the 
master  placed  his  foot,  which  weis  lame;  and  the  ofli- 
Cer,  with  true  courtesy,  on  that  account  excused  him 
from  rising.  Some  boys  were  present,  but  not  one 
lisped  a  word.  The  olhcers  went  back  to  the  gun 
room,  when  their  volunteer  attendant,  in  kind  sym- 
pathy for  their  embarrassment,  su^ested  to  them, 
that  perhaps  they  had  been  carried  into  Mr.  Green- 
leaf's  (now  the  Washington)  garden,  opposite.  On 
this,  the  sergeant  took  him  by  the  collar,  gave  him 
a  push,  and  said  "it  was  very  likely  that  he  was  one 
of  the  d — d  rebels  who  helped  to  get  them  off,  and 
that  he  had  better  make  himself  scarce!"  This  was 
too  near  a  guess  to  make  it  worth  while  to  watt  fot 
ft  second  hint,  and  he  left  them.  They  soon  after 
retired  in  vexation. 

The  guns  remained  in  that  box  for  a  fortnight,  and 
many  of  the  boys  were  acquainted  with  the  fact,  but 
not  one  of  them  betrayed  the  secret.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  the  persons  who  had  withdrawn  them, 
came  in  the  evening  with  a  large  trunk  on  a  wheel- 
barrow; the  guns  were  put  into  it  and  carried  up  to 
Whiston's  blacksmith's  shop  at  the  South-end,  and 
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there  deposited  under  the  coal.  After  Ijing  there 
for  a  while,  they  were  put  into  a  boat  in  the  night, 
and  safely  transported  within  the  American  lines. 
Under  the  circumstances  of  almost  utter  destitution 
of  all  military  stores,  in  which  the  American  army 
was  about  to  commence  a  long  contest  with  a  nation, 
which  covered  the  sea  and  the  land  with  her  can- 
con,  this  acquisition  was  far  from  being  insignifi- 
cant.* 

The  guns  were  in  actual  service  through  the 
whole  war.  After  the  peace,  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts applied  to  congress  for  their  restoration, 
which  was  granted  according  to  the  following  re- 
solve ; 

<(M09DAT   MAT   19TH,    1788* 

"  Congress  assembled.  Presept,  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  and  from  Rhode 
Island,  Mr.  Arnold,  from  New  York,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Williamson,  and  from 
Georgia;  Mr,  Baldwin.  The  Secretary  at  war  hav- 
ing represented  to  congress ;  That  there  are  in  the 
arsenals  of  the  United  States,  two  bra0s   cannon, 


*  When  it  ii  remembered  that  America,  trusting  in  Providence,  entered  the 
field  with  only  a  sling  and  a  few  pebbles,  the  fortunate  and  skilful  undertak- 
ing to  remove  these  cannon  from  the  v^y  midst  of  the  British  army^  becomes 
peculiarly  interesting.  A  very  prompt  and  essential  service  in  this  way,  was 
rendered  by  the  late  patriotic  Governor  Langdon  and  General  John  Sullivan, 
of  New  HampBhire,'who  seized  and  transported  to  a  place  of  safety,  a  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  and  fifteen  light  cannon  from  the  fort  at  Portsmouth,  only 
the  day  before  a  frigate  and  sloop  of  war  arrived  with  a  detachment  of 
troops,  that  were  sent  to  protect  these  military  stores.  An  account  of  this 
well  executed  affair  may  be  found  in  Belknap*s  New  Hampshire,  Vol.  2.  p. 
876. 
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which  constituted  one  moiety  of  the  field  aitHXery, 
with  which  the  last  war  waa  commenced  od  the 
part  <^  America,  and  which  were  constantly  oa  Ber- 
rice  throughout  the  war ;  that  the  said  cannon  are 
the  property  of  the  Commonwealth  oi  Massachu- 
setts, and  that  the  Governor  thereof  hath  requested 
that  they  be  returned."     Therefore, 

Resolved,   That   the  Secretary    at  war  cause  a 

suitable  inscription  to  be  placed  on  the  said  cannon ; 

'  and  that  he  delirer  the  same  to  the  order  of  hia 

Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

MasBachusetts.** 

General  Knox,  then  secretary  at  war,  who  had 
commanded  the  artillery  of  the  American  army 
during  the  revolution,  one  of  the  most  gallant,  gene- 
rous, high  minded  men  whom  that  army  contained, 
well  knew  the  history  of  these  cannon,  as  they  were 
htB fellow  townsmen  from  the  beginning.  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  orders  of  congress,  he  caused  the  arms 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  followii^  inscription  to  be 
chiseled  upon  them  in  bold  relief.  These  two  can- 
non are  now  in  charge  of  "the  Ancient  and  Hon- 
ourable Artillery  Company,"  and  called  the  Hem- 
cock  and  Adams,  after  the  two  patriots  proscribed 
by  General  Gage,  from  whose  grasp  they  were 
rescued. 

"The 
Adams. 

Sacred  lo  Liberty. 

This  is  one  of  four  cannon, 

which  constituted  the  whole  train 
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of  Field  Ariillery, 
possessed  bj  the  British  coloiiieB  of 

North  America, 

at  the  commencement  of  ^e  war, 

on  the  1 9th  of  April  1 775. 

This  cannon 

and  its  fellow 

belonging  to  a  number  of  citizens  of 

Boston, 

were  used  in  manjr  engagements 

during  the  war. 

The  other  two,  the  property  of  the 

Government  of  Massachusetts 

were  taken  by  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  the  United  States 

in  Congress  assembled 

May  I9th,  ITaS." 

The  other  cannon  referred  to,  were  concealed  'm 
the  stable  of  the  second  house  west  from  the  court 
house,  00  the  south  side  of  Court  Street.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, a  respectable  farmer  of  Roxbury,  droTe  to 
his  own  team  with  a  load  of  hay,  which  was  taken 
into  that  stable ;  the  cannon  were  then  put  in  the 
bottom  of  the  cart,  which  was  loaded  with  manure, 
and  in  this  way  they  were  taken  out  of  town  witl^ 
out  opposition.  The  British  officers  heard  on  the 
same  day,  that  the  cannon  were  concealed  in  that 
street,  and  were  to  be  removed  in  the  erening,  and 
in  consequence,  many  of  them  patrolled  the  street 
for  several  hours,  but  the  guns  were  already  safe 
within  the  American  lines. 

These  offensive    measures  of  precaution  by  the 
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Governor  of  the  Provioce,  induced  preparation  for' 
defcDCC  OD  the  part  of  the  people ;  for  it  rnaj  be 
truly  said,  that  the  people  unirersallj  had  made  the 
dispute  their  chief  concern. 

The  patriotic  leaders  who  remained  in  Boetoiif 
whose  communications  with  the  country  became 
gradually  more  embarrassed  and  restricted,  watched 
with  sleepless  vigilance  all  the  movements  of  the 
British  army.  Dr.  Warren,  having  ascertained  that 
the  British  General  was  preparing  an  espeditioD  to 
destroy  the  stores  at  Concord,  sent  Mr.  Revere*  as 
an  express  to  give  Messrs.  Adams  and  Hancock  no- 
tice of  the  movement.  The  British  oflicers  were 
patrolling  the  roads,  and  the  messenger  was  arrest- 
ed on  his  way,  but  the  alarm  was  spread  in  all  di- 
rections. The  troops  embarked  that  night  from 
the  westerly  side  of  the  town,  landed  at  Lechmere 
point,  and  met  a  small  body  of  militia  at  Lexington. 
The  memorable  skirmish  of  the  I9lh  of  April  be- 
gan at  that  place,  and  the  declaration  of  American 
rights  was  then  for  the  first  time  written  in  blood. 

■  Colonel  Paul  Revire  Bfiirwardi  commandad  a  [({imeni  of  artillery  is 
■ha  milllia  of  MaaMtchuiettt.  Hii  originBl  profeuioii  wit  tbal  of  a  gold- 
BDlth,  but,  lubiequeDtlj,  he  eilabliehed  a  connderable  fouodcj  of  cannmi 
and  belli,  whicfa  ii  continued.  He  was  one  of  the  nofl  inSueniial  citiien*  tf 
the  town,  and  entirely  in  the  confidence  of  (he  leading  paliioU.  He  kept 
hfmwlfin  leadtnen  logo  ai  an  eipreit  al  anj  momenl'.  He  had  a  iroall 
caooe  concealed  in  a  dock  at  the  north  part  of  the  (ovn,  and  a  riding  dreH 
alwBjt  in  order  to  be  put  on  at  a  moinrnt'E  warning.     Warren    came  to  hla 

•d  bimielf  by  tbe  ■hipe  of  »Br  and  looded  in  Chnrleilown.  Be  wrote  an  ac- 
coiini  of  thii  expedition,  which  ma]'  be  found  in  the  Fifth  TOlume  of  the  Mau. 
Hi>.  Soc.  Coll.  Mr.  Revere  wa»  through  life  an  upright,  uieful,  rsipectabl* 
eiliteo.    He  died  In  1S1B,  in  bis  S4ih  jear. 
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The  events  of  this  period,  and  the  innumerable 
demonstrations  of  public  feeling,  render  the  delusion 
by  which  the  British  government  was  then  be- 
wildered, with  regard  to  the  temper  and  character 
of  the  country,  almost  me^rvellous.  The  alarm  of 
this  attack  seemed  to  spread  with  the  velocity  of 
sound,  and  armed  men  rushed  in  from  every  quarter, 
with  the  quickness  of  an  echo.  ^A  fine  collection  of 
anecdotes  might  be  made,  to  illustrate  the  determin- 
ed resolution  and  ardent  enthusiasm,  that  pervaded 
the  country.  The  instance  of  General  Putnam  is 
well  known,  who,  hearing  of  the  Lexington  engage- 
ment while  he  was  ploughing  on  his  farm,  more  than 
an  hundred  miles  distant,  unyoked  his  cattle,  left  his 
plough  m  the  unfinished  furrow,  and  without  chang- 
ing his  dress,  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  off  to 
Cambridge,  to  learn  the  state  of  things.  He  then 
returned  to  Connecticut  and  brought  a  regiment  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  Among  other  examples 
that  might  be  related,  the  following  is  from  a  living 
witness.  The  day  that  the  report  of  this  affair 
reached  Barnstable,  a  company  of  militia  immedi- 
ately assembled  and  marched  off  to  Cambridge.  In 
the  front  rank,  there  was  a  young  man,  the  son  of  a 
respectable  farmer,  and  his  only  child.  In  march- 
ing from  the  village,  as  they  passed  his  house,  he 
came  out  to  meet  them.  There  was  a  momentary 
halt  The  drum  and  fife  paused  for  an  instant. 
The  father,  suppressing  a  strong  and  evident  emo- 
tion, said,  "  God  be  with  you  all,  my  friends !  and 
John,  if  you,  my  son,  are  called  into  battle,  take  care 

that  you  behave  like  a  man,  or  ^Ise  let  me  never 
59 
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see  jour  face  again!"    A  tear  started  into  ereiy 
eye,  and  the  march  was  resumed. 

General  Warren  left  the  town  on  the  morning 
of  the  I9th  of  April,  after  being  informed  t^  an 
express  that  the  British  troops  had  fired  on  the 
militia  at  Lexington.  He  arrived  in  time  to  take 
a  part  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on 
their  return,  in  the  course  of  which  his  temf^e  was 
grazed  by  a  ball.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hancock 
he  was  chosen  president  of  the  ProTincial  Coi^esB, 
which  assembled  at  Cambridge  on  the  22d  of  April. 
There  are  few  names  in  the  annals  of  American 
patriotism  more  dearly  cherished  by  the  brave  and 
good  ;  few  that  will  shine  with  more  increasing  lus- 
tre, as  the  obscurity  of  time  grows  darker,  than  that 
of  General  Warren.  He  will  be  the  personal  rep- 
resentative of  those  brave  citizens,  who  with  arms 
hastily  collected,  sprang  from  their  peaceable  homes 
to  resist  aggression,  and  on  the  plains  of  Lexington 
and  the  heights  of  Cbarlestown,  cemented  with  their 
blood  the  foundation  of  American  liberty. 

He  was  born  in  Roxbury,  a  town  which  bounds 
Boston  on  the  south,  was  educated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  received  his  first  degree  in  1759.  He 
studied  medicine  and  exercised  his  profession  in  Boe* 
ton.  As  a  physician,  he  was  possessed  of  great 
skill.  His  practice  was  extensive  among  the  richer 
classes  of  society,  while  his  gratuitous  visits  to  the 
poor,  which  were  never  withheld,  procured  for  him 
that  high  degree  of  respect  and  aiTection,  which  an 
able  and  humane  physician  is  always  sure  to  obtain. 
.  Had  he  lived  in  ordinary  times,  he  might  have  con- 
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tinued  this  useful  career,  and  in  alleviating  human 
suffering  and  prolonging  human  life  have  secured  the 
gratitude  of  society,  and  placed  his  name  among  the 
distinguished  individuals  of  a  most  respectable  pro- 
fession/ But  another  and  a  loftier  destiny  was  alot- 
tcd  to  him* 

The  disputes  with  the  mother  country,  regarding 
taxation,  began  about  the  same  time  that  he  was  en- 
tering the  world.  His  attention  was  early  drawn  to 
political  affairs,  and  he  soon  engaged  in  them  with 
the  whole  ardour  of  his  6oul.  He  realized  very  fully, 
that  this  dispute  respecting  a  tax,  comparatively  in- 
significant, involved  the  question  of  liberty  or  slavery, 
of  respect  or  degradation ;  and  he  was  soon  prepared 
to  bring  it  to  a  decision.  He  was  one  of  those  per- 
sons who  saw  very  early,  "  that  we  must  fight^^  and 
the  impetuosity  of  a  young  and  gallant  spirit  made 
him  always  ready  for  the  alternative.  He  wrote 
many  essays  in  the  newspapers  of  those  times,  and 
Dever  fell  below  the  tone  of  the  day.  Yet,  with 
very  great  decision,  and  great  frankness  of  manner, 
he  possessed  circumspection,  prudence,  and  judgment 
in  the  management  of  political  concerns. 

General  Warren  belonged  to  a  secret  committee 
or  association,  composed  of  some  of  the  leading  patri- 
ots and  a  number  of  the  principal  mechanics,  who  met 
originally  at  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  after- 
wards at  the  Green  Dragon  tavern.  At  these  meet- 
ings, which  first  gave  rise  to  the  term  caums^  many 

*  This  word  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Pickering^s  Vocabulary.  Although  o^^ 
siich  recent  origin,  it  is  difficult  to  settle  its  derivation  ;  it  is  pretty  well  umler>  »^ 
mood,  however,  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
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measures  were  concerted  that  afterwards  were  pro- 
posed in  town  meetings.  Thej  also  fixed  on  the  can- 
didates who  should  he  supporteQ  for  rarious  public 
offices.  A  respectable  mechanic  commonly  presided, 
and  propositions  were  often  made  bj  men  of  that 
class,  which  had  been  prepared  by  others.  Many 
persons  were  instrumental  in  the  adoption  of  resolu- 
tions by  these  assemblies,  who  were  not  conspicuous 
before  the  public;  and  a  determination  made  by  the 
caucus,  seldom  failed  of  bemg  carried  into  effect. 
Warren  and  S.  Adams  were  two  of  the  principal 
advisers  of  this  assembly. 

As  the  times  grew  more  difficult,  he  took  a  larger 
part  in  public  business,  was  on  all  the  important 
committees  of  the  town,  and  was  twice  requested  to 
deliver  public  orations.  His  profession  had  not  call- 
ed upon  !ii;ii  to  be  profoundly  learned  in  matters  of 
law  and  legislation,  but  every  department  was  filled, 
and  he  supported  those  who  possessed  these  acquire- 
ments. His  style,  imbued  with  a  classic  love  of  lib- 
erty was  vehement,  declamatory,  eloquent,  and 
flowed  naturally  from  his  disposiiioa 

When  he  delivered  his  second  oration  on  the  5th 
of  March  1775,  he  exhibited  marked  proofs  of  the 
energy  aitd  firmness  of  his  character.  This  was  the 
fifth  anniversary*  of  "  the  Boston  Massacre  ;"  a  name 
that  would  seem  very   pompous  in  countries  more 

*  This  commcnioralion  wa>  kipl  up  till  tbc  yrm  ITS3  ;  aftrr  which  period 
Ihfrp  bfinE  no  longer  any  .tangfr  of  Stan  ing  nnni.'s,  U  nas  on  many  accouuM 
expcilicni  to  rhange  Ihe  Bubjecl  of  the  or&tion,  and  after  thai  yeai  the  4lh  of 
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accustomed  to  such  scenes,  but  which  indicated  the 
rarity  of  bloodshed,  and  the  horror  which  it  create^ 
among  the  people,  no  less  than  their  hatred  of  a 
standing  army  as  an  instrument  of  governing.  The  ' 
ceremony  was  far  from  being  an  agreeable  one  to 
the  army  then  quartered  in  the  town,  and  many 
threats  had  been  thrown  out,  that  the  oration  would 
be  interrupted  if  the  orator  cast  any  reflections  on 
standing  armies.  After  these  endeavours  to  intimi- 
date were  known,  Warren  volunteered  through  his. 
friends,  to  deliver  the  address.  The  regular  authori- 
ties of  the  town  were  present,  and  the  form  of  an 
adjourned  town  meeting,  as  is  still  the  case  for  the 
annual  oration,  was  observed,  and  lik6  that  it  was 
delivered  in  the  Old  South  Church.* 

The  circumstances  on  this  occasion  were  of  a  very 
trying  kind,  and  even  a  brave  man  might  have  been 
embarrassed.  The  building  was  crowded  to  excess, 
and  even  the  aisles  and  pulpit  stairs  were  so  com^- 
pletely  filled,  that  he  was  obliged  to  enter  the  desk 
by  a  ladder  placed  against  the  window,  as  the  fa- 
mous Whitefield  had  once  done  before  him  for  the 
same  reason.  Many  British  ofiicers  were  present 
with  their  side  arms,  and  an  air  of  menace  was  as* 


*  During  the  siege  of  Boston  this  church  was  turned  intoa  riding  school  for 
a  regimmt  of  cavalry,  and  the  retainrrs  of  the  army  liept  a  dram  shop  in  one 
of  its  galleries.  This  was  an  exhibition  of  resentment  that  was  neither  dig- 
nified nor  manly,  but  it  can  hardlj  be  called  ^*  sacrilege,**  as  has  been  i)ome« 
times  done.  The  dissenting  sects  do  not  attach  any  superstitious  sanctity  to 
the  walls  of  a  meeting  house,  which  is  used  occasionally  for  tempoial  con- 
cerns. The  church  in  question  was  particularly  obnoxious:,  from  having  been 
the  scene  of  so  many  public  meetings  for  political  purposes. 
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sumed  hj  man^  in  rather  an  osteotatious  maimer. 
The  various  excitement  of  an  immense  audience  was 
apparent  in  every  countenance,  and  seemed  flishing 
and  panting  for  an  ex^dosion.  Warren  was  perfect- 
ly unruffled,  and  proceeded  with  deliberatioo  to  de- 
liver a  most  animated  discourse.  On  the  subject  of 
the  mischief  of  standing  armies,  the  most  zealous 
patriot  could  have  wished  for  no  stronger  lai^age. 
He  adverted  to  the  case  of  ancient  Rome,  and 
shewed  how  she  had  fallen  from  her  height  of  glorj 
and  power,  by  the  means  of  her  mercenary  soldiers, 
until  she  became  the  scorn  of  mankind.  From  this 
he  passed  to  the  employment  of  soldiers  in  modem 
times;  that  they  were  necessarily  the  enemies  of 
freedom  and  justice,  becauee  the  first  principle  that 
vras  taught  them,  is  to  obey  their  ofiicers  without 
reference  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  That  every  na- 
tion which  BuSered  them  must  finally  be  corrupted 
and  enslaved.  He  described  the  event  they  were  cele- 
brating, in  the  most  vivid  manner,  pictured  the  actual 
crime  which  the  military  had  committed,  and  the 
scenes  of  horror  they  had  ainjost  produced,  but  that 
the  firmness  of  the  inhabitants  had  prevented  the 
dreadful  scenes  that  were  so  near  taking  place,  that 
they  had  procured  their  dismissal  from  the  town; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  humanity,  that  the 
whole  body  of  troops  would  have  been  destroyed. 
Stronger  language  could  not  have  been  used,  if  oo 
threats  had  been  uttered,  or  no  English  officer  been 
present.  There  was,  however,  no  disturbance,  and 
the  oration  was  delivered  without  Interruption  to  an 
admiring  and  applauding  audience. 
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As  the  crisis  approached,  Warren  who  had  long 
determined  to  abandon  all  his  professional  views,  and 
to  enter  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  American  army, 
devoted  some  time  every  day  to  regular  practice  of 
the  manual  exercise.  His  duties  often  led  him  into 
circles  frequented  by  the  Ec^lish  oflficers,  and  though 
they  avoided  ai&onting  him  personally,  he  could  not ' 
escape  hearing  much  of  that  insolence  which  was  too 
prevalent  among  them.  He  felt  these  insults  to  his 
country  as  if  they  had  been  directed  against  himself. 
A  gentleman*  who  was  a  student  with  him  in  1774^ 
relates,  that  in  returning  one  evening  to  his  house 
situated  in  Hanover-street,  be  passed  in  Court-street 
a  number  of  British  officers ;  among  them  Colonel 
Wolcot,  who  afterwards  made  himself  remarkable 
for  a  paltry  insult  in  addressii^  General  Washington, 
as  ^^  Mr.  Washington,"  in  a  letter  on  (he  subject  of 
prisoners ;  and  as  Warren's  friends  were  then  coo* 
stantly  expecting,  that  some  attempt  would  be  made 
to  seize  him  by  the  British,  he  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumstance, and  advised  him  not  to  go  out.  He  repli- 
ed, "  I  have  a  visit  to  make  to  Mrs. in  Corn- 
hill  this  evening,  and  I  will  go  at  once ;  come  with 
me."  He  then  put  his  pistols  in  his  pocket,  and 
they  went  out.  They  passed  the  officers  without 
molestation  from  them.  It  was  found  the  next  day, 
that  they  were  watching  for  the  cannon  which  had 
been  safely  removed  that  same  morning,  as  before 
mentioned.     Warren  said  one  day  to  this  student, 


*  Hon.  William  Eusti?. 
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haring  his  spirit  fretted  by  sotne  of  the  taunts  that 
the  British  officers  were  frequently  utterii^,  **  l^hese 
fellows  sar  we  won't  %ht ;  by  heavens,  1  hope  I 
shall  die  up  to  my  knees  in  blood  !"  This  was  spo- 
ken but  a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  death.* 

General  Warren  received  his  commission,  as 
Major  General,  only  four  days  before  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hilt.  But  after  the  affair  at  Lexington,  when 
the  militia  began  to  collect,  and  an  army  to  be  formed, 
he  was  incessantly  engaged  with  a  few  officers  who 
bad  obtained  experience  in  former  wars,  in  endeav- 
ouring to  introduce  some  regular  oi^nization  amoif 
men,  who  where  enthusiastic  and  brave,  but  unarm- 
ed, undisciplined,  and  with  none  of  the  habits  or 
knowledge  of  soldiers.  He  was,  at  the  same  time, 
President  of  the  provincial  congress,  which  place  he 
held  till  his  death.  He  had  no  opportunity  to  as- 
sume an  actual  military  command. 


picable  iqioIfuci  of  ■neering  B.t  oth^ri'  co 
though  they  may  lonielimas  be  ullered  by  men  of  hoaaui,  from  thaughilcM' 
nvit,  Bi«  commonly  IhB  cffuiiaiu  uf  bulliei  toil  cowardi.  The  BFiliih  offian 
had  b«(bii  tha  commencenMiil  of  th*  cauMit  lonie  excuM  for  giting  ivkj  w 
t hit  reeling.  Confident  in  their  ovn  ditcipline,  their  abundsnl  piepamttoa 
and  their  brilliant  appearance,  they  thought  there  waa  nothing  to  appose  then 
but  a  rabble  which  might  be  eaiily  diaperaed,  and  which  thry  wete  eager  l« 
effect.  A  few  of  the  oScerB  fell  an  eaieem  for  the  people,  and  were  reluclanl 
to  engage  in  a  civil  war,  which  Ihey  knew  would  bring  great  miifortunei  upoa 
the  country,  and  aa  ihey  luppoaed,  oTetwhelin  it.  There  was  to  much  folly 
and  diaguBiing  arrogance  in  many  of  ihe  aubaherna,  and  caieleu  igDoraoet 
aboui  the  whole  lubjecl  of  rliepiite,  that  one  of  their  iuperiar  officera  publithed 
a  imall  pamphlet,  entilled,  ■■  A  letter  from  a  Veteran  to  the  OIBceia  of  the 
army  encamped  at  Botton.''  It  ia  remarkably  well  wrilieo,  and  white  it  jus- 
lifiei  hia  own  government,  rrprovei  Ihe  frivolity  and  rnEhmaa  that  treated  the 
Americana  with  contempt.    It  nat  ittrihuted  to  Geneial  Ftetcoit. 


Lire  OF  JAMES  OTI&  467 

The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  has  been  too  often 
and  too  well  described^  to  require  any  repetition  of 
the  attempt*  In  itself,  it  was  in  many  respects,  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  conflicts  that  has  moistened 
the  earth  with  human  blood.  No  spirit  of  prophecy 
is  required  to  foretel,  that  from  the  consequences 
with  which  it  is  connected,  and  which  it  may  be  said 
to  have  guaranteed,  after  ages  will  consider  it  one 
of  the  most  interesting  of  all  battles,  and  that  it  will 
be  hallowed  by  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  as  among 
the  most  precious  and  beneficent  contests,  ever  wag- 
ed in  behalf  of  human  rights  and  human  happiness.  , 
The  American  force  on  that  day  was  commanded 
by  the  brave  colonel  Prescott.  General  Warren 
went  to  the  ground  as  a  volunteer,  not  to  take  any 
command,  but  to  encourage  his  fellow  citizens,  for 
they  were  not  yet  soldiers,  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
He  fell  in  the  redoubt,  towards  the  close  of  the 
action,  and  when  his  death  was  known,  the  enemy  con- 
soled themselves  in  believing,  that  his  single  life  watf 
nearly  an  equivalent  for  the  heavy  loss,  which  they 
had  experienced. 

The  exultation  of  his  enemies  could  not,  however, 
exceed  the  grief  of  his  friends.  Distinguished  by 
great  comeliness  of  face  and  figure,  his  countenance 
exhibited  rather  the  air  of  the  youthful  period  he 


*  General  Burgojne  wrote  a  brilliant  description  of  this  battle.  In  the 
seventh  volume  of  the  North  American  Review,  there  is  a  sketch  in  which  the 
moroi  circumstances  attending  it  are  alluded  to,  with  masterly  discrimination, 
tnd  the  writer  has  really  rendered  any  further  effort  superfluous.  A  recent 
account  of  it  with  a  plan,  has  been  published  by  Colonel  Swett,  who  bai  pre* 
served  many  interesting  anecdott s  that  would  soon  have  bttn  lost. 

60 
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was  leading,  than  of  the  mature  age  on  which  he 
had  entered.*  Intrepid,  generous  and  high  minded, 
gifted  with  fine  talents  and  an  ardent  soul,  his  loss 
seemed  irreparable  and  was  bitterlj  deplored*  If 
•  fame,  however,  be  the  noblest  object  of  human  pur- 
suit, he  was  early  crowned  with  success ;  and  who 
would  not  exchange  all  the  years  of  a  lingering  exis- 
tence for  his  premature  fate  !  Perhaps  his  fall  was 
as  useful  to  his  country,  as  it  was  glorious  to  himself. 
His  death  served  to  adorn  the  cause  for  which  he 
contended,  excited  emulation,  and  gave  a  pledge  of 
perseverance  and  ultimate  success.  In  the  grand 
sacrifice,  of  which  a  new  nation  was  that  day  to  cele- 
brate in  the  face  of  the  world,  to  prove  their  sinceri- 
ty to  Heaven,  whose  Providence  they  had  invoked, 
the  noblest  victim  was  the  most  suitable  offering. 

The  American  troops  in  this  battle  were  command- 
ed by  Colonel  William  Prescott,  of  Pepperel,  an  ofli- 
ccr  distinguished  by  the  most  determined  bravery. 
He  was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  B.  Prescott  of  Groton, 
who  was  for  many  years  an  influential  member  of 
the  colonial  legislature,  and  who  was  once  chosen 
agent  for  the  province  in  England.  William  Prescott 
was  born  in  1726,  and  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  pro- 
vincial troops  at  the  capture  of  Cape  Breton,  in  1758. 
The  British  General  was  so  much-  pleased  with  his 
conduct  in  that  campaign,  that  he  offered  him  a  com- 


*  His  very  youthful  expression  will  be  remarked  by  every  one  in  Colonrl 
Trumbull's  picture  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
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mission  in  the  regular  army,  which  he  declined,  to 
return  home  with  his  countrymen.  From  this  time 
till  the  approach  of  the  American  war,  he  remained 
on  his  farm  in  Pepperel,  filling  various  municipal  offi- 
ces, and  enjoying  the  esteem  and  affection  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  As  the  difficulties  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies  grew  more  serious,  he  took 
a  deeper  and  more  decided  part  in  public  alfairs. 

In  1774  he  was  appointed  to  command  a  regi- 
ment of  minute  men^  organized  by  the  provincial  con- 
gress. He  marched  his  regiment  to  Lexington,  im- 
mediately on  receiving  notice  of  the  intended  ope- 
rations of  General  Gage  against  Concord,  but  the 
British  detachment  had  retreated  before  he  had 
time  to  meet  it.  He  then  proceeded  to  Cambridge, 
and  entered  the  army  that  was  ordered  to  be  rais- 
ed ;  and  the  greater  part  of  his  officers  and  privates 
volunteered  to  serve  with  him  for  the  first  cam- 
paign. 

'On  the  16th  of  June,  three  regiments  were  plac- 
ed under  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to  Charlestown 
in  the  evening,  to  take  possession  of  Bunker  Hill 
and  throw  up  works  in  its  defence.  When  they 
reached  the  ground,  it  was  perceived  that  Breed's 
bill,  which  is  a  few  rods  south  of  Bunker's  hill,  was 
the  most  suitable  station.  The  troops  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Gridley,  an  able  engineer,  were 
busily  engaged  in  throwing  up  a  small  redoubt  and 
breast-work,  which  latter  was  formed  by  placing  two 
rail  fences  near  together,  and  filling  the  interval 


470  UFE  OF  JAMES  OTIS. 

with  the  new  mown  hay,  lyir^  on  the  ground.  There 
was  Bomethii^  in  the  rustic  materials  of  theea  de> 
fences,  hastily  made,  in  a  short  summer's  night,  with- 
in gunshot  of  a  powerful  enemy,  that  was  particularly 
apposite  to  a  body  of  armed  husbandmen,  who  bad 
rushed  to  the  field  at  the  first  sound  of  alarm. 

As  soon  as  these  frail  works  were  discovered  the 
next  morning,  the  British  commander  made  prepa* 
rations  to  get  possession  of  them.  General  Howe 
with  various  detachments  amounting  to  near  5000 
men,  was  ordered  to  dislodge  the  **  rebels."  Xbe  force 
which  Colonel  Prescott  could  CMumand  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  redoubt  and  iH^ast-work,  was  about 
1200  men.  Very  few  of  these  had  ever  seen  ai 
actioa  They  had  been  labouring  all  night  in  creat- 
ing these  defences ;  and  the  redoubt,  if  it  could  be 
so  called,  was  open  on  two  sides.  Instead  of  being 
relieved  by  fresh  troops,  as  they  had  expected,  they 
were  left  without  supplies  of  ammunition  or  refresh* 
ment,  and  thus  fatigued  and  destitute,  they  had  to 
bear:  the  repeated  assaults  of  a  numerous,  well  ap> 
pointed,  veteran  army.  They  destroyed  nearly  as 
many  of  their  assailants,  as  the  whole  of  their  own 
Dumber  engaged ;  and  they  did  not  retreat  till  their 
ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  the  enemy  supplied 
with  fresh  troops  and  cannon  completely  overpower- 
ed them. 

Colonel  Prescott  lost  nearly  one  quarter  of  bii 
own  regiment  in  the  action.  When  General  War- 
ren came  upon  the  hill.  Colonel  Prescott  asked  him 
if  he  had  any  orders  to  give ;  he  answered,  "  no, 
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colonel,  1  am  txiy  a  Tolunt«er,  the  command  is  yours." 
When  he  was  at  length  forced  to  tell  his  men  to 
retreat,  as  well  as  thej  could,  he  was  one  of  the  laat 
who  left  the  intrenchmeot.  He  was  so  satiefied  with 
the  bravery  of  his  companioos,  and  couTioced  that 
the  enemy  were  disheartened  by  the  severe  and  ud- 
«xpected  loss  which  they  had  sustained,  (hat  he 
requested  the  commander  in  chief  to  give  him  two 
regiments,  and  he  would  retake  the  position  the 
same  night 

He  continued  in  the  service  till  the  beginning  of 
1777,  when  he  resigned  and  returned  to  his  home, 
put  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  went  as  a  volun- 
teer to  the  Dorthera  army  under  General  Gates,  and 
assisted  iu  the  capture  of  Generid  Burgoyoe.  This 
was  his  last  military  service.  He  was  subsequently 
for  several  years  a  member  of  the  legislature,  and 
died  in  1795,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Colonel  Prescott*  was  a  genuine  specimen  of  an 
energetic,  brave,  and  patriotic  citizen,  who  was 
ready  in  the  hour  of  dat^r  to  place  himself  in  the 
van,  and  partake  in  all  the  perils  of  his  country, 
feeling  anxious  for  its  prosperity,  without  carii^  to 
share  in  its  emoluments  ;  and  maintaining  beneath  a 
plain  exterior  and  simple  habits,  a  dignified  .pride  in 
his  native  land,  and  a  high  minded  love  of  freedom. 

The  immediate  results  of  this  engagement   were 

*  Id  Colonel  Tnimbull'i  painting  of  tba  buttle  of  Bunker  blU,  Colonel  Pm> 
COM  If  npreMnled  to  adreuwhich  ii  chaTecteiiilic  oflhe  force  hr  cottiiranileil ; 
thon|h  be  doei  mt  occupj  eo  praminenl  e  (tetloo  in  the  picture,  ■■  he  did  in 
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great  and  various.  Though  the  Americans  were 
obliged  to  yield  the  ground  for  want  of  ammututifHt, 
yet  their  defeat  was  substantially  a  triumph.*  The 
actual  loss  of  the  British  army  was  serere,  and  was 
deeply  felt  by  themselves  and  their  frienda  The 
charm  of  their  invincibility  was  broken.  The  hopes 
of  the  whole  continent  were  raised.  It  was  demon- 
strated, that  although  they  might  bum  towns,  or 
overwhelm  raw  troops  by  superior  discipline  and 
numbers,  yet  the  conquest  at  least  would  not  be  an 
easy  one.  Those  patriots,  who  under  the  most  ar- 
duous responsibility,  at  the  peril  of  every  thing 
which  men  of  sense  and  virtue  can  value,  hasarded 
in  the  support  of  public  principles  present  ruin  and 
future  disgrace,  though  they  felt  this  onset  to  be 
only  the  beginning  of  a  civil  war,  yet  were  invigorat- 

•  The  annielf  md  variou*  smoliong  of  the  peopl«  of  Boiton,  on  thii  ocM- 
lion,  had  a  highly  dramatic  kind  of  intereM.  Thott  who  lidtd  with  the  Bril- 
bb  troops  began  to  ue  even  in  the  duration  of  ihig  bailie,  itw  poaatbilitj  Ibat 
theji  had  taken  the  wrong  side,  and  that  they  might  become  eiilei  from  theii 
country.  While  ihose  whole  whole  tout  viu  with  their  counlrrmen,  weit 
in  dreadful  Epprahensiun  fat  their  friends,  in  a  coatett,  the  KTerit?  of  which 
was  ehewn  by  the  detltuction  of  io  many  of  their  enemiei.  After  the  baltta 
had  continued  for  lome  lime,  a  young  parson  living  in  Boston,  poiieiied  of 
very  keen  and  generous  feelingi,  bordering  a  little  perhapi  on  tha  roinaolic, 
as  was  natural  Io  her  age,  hi,  and  lively  LmaginatLon,  finding  that  many  of 
the  wounded  troops  brougbt  over  from  the  Geld  of  action  were  carried  by  bet 
reBidence,  miied  a  quantity  of  refreshing  beverage,  and  with  a  female  domet- 
tie  by  her  siUCi  stood  at  the  doot  and  offered  it  to  the  lufferets  as  thev  keie 
borne  along,  burning  with  fevei  and  parched  with  thirst.  Several  of  ibem 
grateful  fot  the  kindnesa,  gave  her,  as  they  thought,  consolation,  by  aiwring 
her  of  the  deiltuction  of  her  counlryman.  One  young  officer  said,  '>  iteni 
mind  it  my  brave  young  lady,  we  have  peppered  'em  well,  depend  upon  it.' 
Her  dearest  feelingi,  deeply  interested  in  the  opposite  camp,  were  thus  uniDIen- 
tionaUy  laeeiatcd,  while  she  was  pouring  oil  and  wIm  into  theii  woundj. 
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ed  by  its  result,  which  cleared  away  some  painful  un- 
certainties, while  the  bravery  and  firmness  that  had 
been  displayed  by  their  countrymen,  inspired  a  more 
positive  expectation  of  being  ultimately  triumphant.* 


*  When  Americani  wish  to  estimate  the  merits  of  the  leading  patriots,  who 
obtained  the  independence  of  their  country,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  consider  the 
good  that  has  resulted  from  their  efforts,  vast  as  it  may  be,  but  to  do  them 
full  justice,  the  circumstances  in  which  they  acted  and  the  chances  which 
they  were  liable  to,  must  be  examined.  The  concluding  paragraphs  of  the 
essays  of  MauathuMtitemiMy  the  most  able  papers  that  were  produced  on  the 
goTernment  aide  during  the  dispute,  will  throw  some  light  on  this  subject.  The 
author  was  evidently  sincere  in  his  opinions,  and  they  were  urged  with  great 
earnestness  and  eloquence  ;  yet  mild  and  humane  as  he  was,  it  may  be  infer- 
red from  his  bints,  that  the  fate  of  the  patriots,  if  they  had  been  unsuccessful, 
would  have  been  an  ignominious  death.  This  last  letter,  addressed  **  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  was  published  April  3d,  a 
fortnight  only  before  the  battle  of  Lexington. 

«  Do  you  expect  to  conquer  in  war?    War  is  no  longer  a  simple,  but  an  in- 
tricate science,  not  to  be  learned  from  books,  or  two  or  three  campaigns,  but 
from  long  experience.    You  need  not  be  told  that  his  majesty *s  generals.  Gage 
and  Haldiraand,  are  possesed  of  every  talent  requisite  to  great  commanders, 
matured  by  long  experience  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  stand  high  in 
military  fame  :  that  many  of  the  officers  have  been  bred  to  aims  from  their 
infancy,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  army  now  here,  have  already  reaped 
immortal  honours  in  the  iron  harvest  of  the  §eld.  Alas,  my  friends,  you  have 
nothing  to  oppose  to  this  force,  but  a  militia  unused  to  service,  impatient  of 
command,  and  destitute  of  resources.    Can  your  officers  depend  on  the  pri- 
vates, or  the  privates  upon  the  officers?  Your  war  can  be  but  little  more  than 
mere  tumultuary  rage;    and  besides  there  is    an  awful  disparity  between 
troops  that  fight  the  battles  of  their  sovereign,  and  those  that  follow  the  stand- 
ard of  rebellion.    These  reflections  may  arrest  you  in  an  hour  that  you  think 
not  of,  and  come  too  late  to  serve  you.    Nothing  short  of  a  miracle  could  gain 
you  one  battle,  but  could  you  destroy  all  the  British  troops  that  are  now  here, 
and  bum  the  men  of  war  that  command  our  coast,  it  would  be  but  the  begin- 
ning of  sorrow ;  and  yet  without  a  decisive  battle  one  campaign  would  ruin 
you.     This  province  does  not  produce  its  necessary  provision,  when  the  hus- 
bandmaa  can  pursue  bis  calling  without  molestation ;  what  then  must  be  your 
condition  when  the  demand  shall  be  increased  and  the  resource  in  a  manner 
cut  off?    Figure  to  yourselves  what  must  be  your  distress,  should  your  wives 
and  children  be  driven  from  such  places,  as  the  king's  troops  shall  occupy,  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  province,  and  they  as  well  as  you,  be  destitute  of  sup- 
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Cfiatrttr  XXX. 

Jiuedota  of  Otit  aJUr  the  elait  ofhuptiblie  carter — Hit  rcndmcf 
tn  A'  dovtr — Liut  vitit  to  Button — Rttum  to  Andtntt — Be- 
markabU  death — Hit  charaeter. 

The  public  career  of  Otis,  maj  be  said  to  hare 
ended  in  1769,  for  though  in  177 1  he  was  again  in  the 
legislature,  his  exertions  were  less  arduous ;  and  after 
that  period,  notwithstanding  his  occasional  appear- 
ance in  the  courts  of  justice  and  in  town  meetii^ 
vet  he  was  little  more  than  a  majestic  ruin.  In  his 
lucid  intervals  he  was  still  powerful,  but  as  these 
were  liable  to  be  interrupted,  it  was  impossible  to 
confide  important  business  to  him.  During  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life,  he  was  sometimes  in  a  fren- 
zied state,  at  others,  exhibited  rather  the  eccentrics 
ty  of  a  humourist  than  absolute  derailment.  The 
wound   which  he  had    received  rendered  him  ex- 


port,    I  take  no  plsaiure  In  painiing  Ihsw  KeaMordiitren.  Ttis  whica  aSeCI 

pert  nothing  but  ili  KTerliiei.  MichI  I  hai&rd  an  opinion,  but  few  of  foai 
laadera  ever  intcndeti  to  engagi  in  ho*iilitie>,  but  they  maj  ha*e  rendeml 
inevitable  what  tSey  only  intended  for  iniiniidatian.  ThoM  Ihil  unsheaih  the 
■ward  or  rebellioa  may  throw  away  the  icabbard,  they  cannot  be  treated  with 
wbilr  in  amw,  and  if  they  Uy  Ihttn  down  tbey  aro  In  no  other  preificamenl 
Ibnn  conquered  rebeli.  Tbe  conqueied  In  other  wan  do  not  rorfeit  the  li^ti 
or  men,  noc  alt  tbe  ri^hti  orcitiieni,  eveo  their  bravery  it  rewarded  bj  a  g«n- 
maaa  victor ;  far  different  i)  the  caw  of  a  routed  retiel  hail.  Hy  dear  conn- 
liymeo,  you  have  before  you  at  your  election,  peace  or  war,  bapiunes*  or 
misery.  May  the  God  of  our  forefather*  direct  you  in  the  way  that  laads  to 
peace  and  happineat,  befoie  your  feel  atumble  on  the  dark  mountain*,  berorr 
ilM  aril  days  come,  wheicin  you  itaall  aay,  »•  bare  no  pleasure  in  Ihem." 
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tremelj  susceptible  of  excitement,  and  deep  thinking 
would  easily  inflame  him :  it  operated  too,  as  it  often 
does  in  similar  cases,  inducing  delirium  from  anj 
stimulant.  Even  a  glass  or  two  of  wine  had  an  im* 
mediate  effect,  and  created  a  feverish  action  on  the 
brain,  that  prevented  self-control,  and  tended  to  re« 
produce  itself. 

There  are  many  sayings  and  actions  of  his,  in  this 
last  and  clouded  part  of  his  life,  that  are  remember-- 
cd  for  their  singularity  or  extravagance.  The  num-> 
ber  of  his  contemporaries  who  can  recollect  him  io 
the  vigour  of  his  powers,  has  become  almost  extinct ; 
but  there  are  many  yet  remaining  who  knew  hini 
when  his  reason  had  been  shaken.  He  passed  two 
entire  days  in  destroying  all  his  correspondence  and^ 
other  writings,  and  thus  annihilated  many  records  of 
his  public  services,  and  some  literary  productions  that 
would  have  furnished  rich  materials  for  his  own 
history  ana  that  of  his  times;  while  many  traits  of 
his  ardent  mind  after  its  derangement  arc  still  pre* 
aervcd.  If  he,  in  happier  moments,  or  his  friends, 
could  have  decided,  these  circumstances  would  have 
been  reversed;  they  would  have  saved  the  docu- 
ments of  the  first  portion  of  his  life,  and  obliterated 
all  the  latter.  As  neither  alternative  can  now  be 
adopted,  it  may  be  excusable  to  cite  a  few  occur- 
rences that  took  place  during  this  afflicting  period, 
which  may  serve,  like  a  caricature,  when  no  faith- 
ful portrait  can  be  obtained,  to  aid  in  forming  a  judg* 
ment  of  his  character. 

His  contempt  for  lord  Hillsborough,  with  whose 
61 
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blunders  in  the  manttgement  of  colonial  affairs  he 
vras  completely  disgusted,  was  often  shewn,  and  has 
been  already  alluded  to.  The  following  short  epis- 
tle was  written  by  him,  in  the  first  fit  of  insanity 
after  his  wound.     It  advises  a  perusal  of  the  bible. 

"  MILTON   MAsnrACTOR*,   BOBTOK,  JAMDAnT    l^TH,    ITTO. 

**MTLoaD, —  1  take  the  liberty  most  humbly  to 
recommend  to  your  lordship's  perusal,  the  great  book 
of  God,  of  nature,  of  arts  and  sciences.  My  humble 
North  American  word  of  honour  for  it,  my  turd, 
these  volumes  will  hurt  neither  thee,  nor  thy  mas- 
ter, nor  in  this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to 
come. 

"  I  am,  my  lord,  his  majesty's  liege,  true  and  faith- 
ful subject;  no  man's  enemy,  ergo,  your  lordship's 
friend. 

JAMES  OTIS. 

"  Rt.  Htn.  tARD   HILLKBURODbH." 

In  the  records  of  the  legislature,  there  Is  a  peti- 
tion for  the  payment  of  interest  on  some  state  notes, 
which  he  held.  Though  extremely  brief  and  pithy, 
it  marks  a  disordered  mind,  particularly  in  the 
caprice  of  writing  his  name  differently  from  the 
manner  which  he  and  his  family  had  always  used, 
and  according  to  the  common  mode  of  spelling  it  in 
England. 

"  To  the  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts- 
bay,  sheweth  James  Gates,  that  there  was  due  to 
him,  the  20th  of  June  last,  two  thousand  and  thirty- 
nine  pounds  lawful  money,  with  two  yeai-s  interest: 
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that  said  James  wants  the  interest  of  said  sum,  and 
demands  payment. 

JAMES  GATES. 
JULY  1776." 

This  petition  was  referred  and  granted.  Two 
years  afterwards  there  was  another  memorial  to  the 
same  effect,  in  which  his  name  on  the  record  ap- 
pears in  the  usual  manner ;  the  petition  itself  is  not 
in  the  files. 

During  a  period  that  he  resided  with  his  father 
at  Great  Marshes,  a  small  privateer,  with  one  gun, 
belonging  to  New  London,  was  chased  into  Barnsta- 
ble harbour,  by  a  British  sloop  of  war,  and  was 
obliged  to  seek  for  safety,  by  going  far  up  a  shallow 
creek,  where  the  enemy's  vessel  could  not  follow, 
John  Otis,  a  brother  of  James,  was  a  magistrate, 
and  had  a  command  in  the  militia,  whom  he  kept 
in  readiness  to  oppose  any  attempt  of  the  English 
to  destroy  the  privateer  with  their  boats.  Two  or 
three  gentlemen  of  respectability  were  present  at 
Col.  Otis's,  where  the  master  of  the  privateer  had 
gone  to  obtain  a  protection.  This  commander  had 
previously  studied,  if  not  practised  law,  and  was  a  va- 
pouring coxcomb.  He  gave  himself  many  airs,  and 
while  seeking  for  protection  for  his  vessel,  paid  no 
regard  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  present.  Otis  saw 
this  conduct,  and  resented  the  want  of  respect  to 
his  father  by  mortifying  the  offender.  With  his  hair 
powdered,  and  a  dress  as  disordered  as  his  mind,  he 
came  up  to  the  captain  and  said, — "  my  brother,  I  am 
glad  to  see  you;  we  are  brethren,  I  take  it,  in  three 
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respects.  In  the  fiist  place,  jou  are  my  brother,  at 
faeii^  one  of  the  human  race ;  secondly,  as  jou  have 
studied  law,  we  are  brother  lawyers ;  and,  being  both 
unwillingly  detained  here,  we  are  brethren  in  dis- 
tress, so  long  as  you  continue  lord  high  admiral  of 
these  narrow  seas." 

His  love  of  literature  was  always  predominant, 
and  his  stores  of  it  almost  unbounded.  Even  while 
sulTering  under  the  sad  derangement  of  reEtson,  he 
seized  with  avidity  every  occasion  for  the  discussion 
of  literary  topics,  the  strei^th  of  hb  memory  en- 
abled him  to  display  his  copious  acquisitions,  which 
his  wit  and  animation  always  rendered  interesting, 
A  gentleman  visited  him  one  day  at  Barnstable,  at  a 
time  when  the  violence  of  his  mental  malady  made 
it  necessary,  to  subject  him  to  severe  I'estraint.  He 
arrived  at  the  house  about  sunset,  intending  merely 
to  make  a  friendly  call.  Otis,  whose  feelings  were 
highly  social,  was  delighted  to  see  him,  and  engaged 
at  once  eagerly  in  conversation.  Every  subject  was 
Started,  [politics,  law,  history,  poetry,  the  fine  arts, 
&c.  &LC.  and  though  there  was  sometimes  a  slight  in- 
coherence in  liis  transitions,  yet  he  talked  with  so 
much  brilliancy  and  force,  that  the  visit  Vfas  insensi- 
,bly  prolonged  till  after  midnight. 

While  residing  at  Barnstable,  he  was  seldom  ab- 
sent from  public  worship.  In  those  daj-s,  when  the 
present  rapidity  of  the  mails  and  wide  circulation  of 
newspapers  did  not  exist,  the  government,  in  order 
to  make  known  important  intelligence,  sent  lettera 
end  proclamatiooa  to  the  clergymen)  who  read  them 
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to  their  congregations  after  the  service  was  over- 
Otis  was  always  most  eagerly  attentive,  and  when 
fortunate  events  were  announced,  his  involuntary 
exclamations,  as  it  were  thinking  aloud,  would  be 
heard  almost  throughout  the  church. 

After  he  had  given  up  the  practice  of  bis  profes- 
sion, he  sometimes  went  into  the  courts  as  a  specta- 
tor, and  often  gave  useful  advice  to  his  friends. 
Mn  Thomas  in  his  "  History  of  Printing,"  has  given 
an  instance  which  happened  to  himself.  Wl^en 
threatened  with  a  prosecution  for  a  libel,  on  account 
of  certain  political  essays  which  he  had  published, 
he  received  an  unexpected  visit  from  Otis,  who  ex- 
amined the  case,  and  promised  him,  if  a  suit  was  in- 
stituted, to  appear  gratuitously  in  his  defence.* 
The  following  example  occurred  of  his  giving  an 
opinion  in  court,  which  was  rendered  more  striking, 
as  the  case  involved  the  proceedings  of  an  individual 
who  was  insane.t 

An  action  was  brought  in  Boston  at  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  for  the  recovery  of  a  tenement  and 
its  appurtenances.  After  evidence  had  been  given 
of  the  plaintiff's  right  and  seizin,  the  defendant's 
counsel  introduced  the  plaintiff's  own  deed  of  sale, 
duly  acknowledged  and  recorded.  Upon  this  the 
plaintiff's  counsel  moved  the  court  for  permission  to 
shew  to  the  jury,  that   at  the  time  of  making  and 

•  See  Thomas's  History  of  Printing,  Vol.  I.  p.  476. 

t  This  curious  cause  was  communicated  by  the  venerable  Judge  Sewall  of 
Tork|  and  is  copied  without  any  essential  variation  from  bis  manuscript. 
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executing  the  deed,  the  plaintiff  was  insane  or  non 
compos  mentis.  To  this,  the  opposite  party  object- 
ed, that  it  was  a  settled  rule  of  law,  that  no  man 
should  be  permitted  to  stultify  himself,  and  introduc- 
ed several  authorities  to  establish  the  rule,  although 
they  seemed  to  allow  that  the  heir  might  do  it,  af- 
ter the  decease  of  his  ancestor.  It  was  argued  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  truth  of  the  fact 
was  more  likely  to  be  obtained  in  the  life  time  of 
the  party,  than  at  a  more  remote  period,  after  his 
death,  Alc  After  a  considerable  time  occupied  in 
the  debate,  Otis  stepped  forward  and  said :  that  he 
was  not  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  in 
this  suit,  but  requested,  as  Amicus  Curiae  to  be  heard 
a  few  words  on  the  occasion.  The  court  assented. 
He  began  by  observing,  that  since  the  declaration 
of  Independence  wq  had  become  a  new  nation, 
whose  judicial  decisions,  he  hoped  and  wished,  might 
be  founded  in  sound  reason;  and  that  no  decisions 
from  the  books,  however  lor^  and  complete  they 
might  appear  from  respectable  and  established  au- 
thorities, ought  to  prevail  against  the  dictates  of 
reason  and  common  sense.  He  added,  that  this 
would  be  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  upon  its 
emancipation  from  Great  Britain ;  with  some  other 
concise  and  pertinent-remarks. 

The  motion  for  admitting  the  evidence,  prevailed 
by  the  opinion  of  two,  out  of  three  of  the  Judges. 
It  appeared  by  the  evidence,  that  the  plaintiff  was 
a  widower,  advanced  in  years,  having  several  grown 
up  children.      A  woman  from   another  state-  had 
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agreed  to  marry  him,  after  he  had  given  her  a  deed 
of  the  estate  which  was  the  cause  of  the  action. 
When  she  had  obtained  the  property,  she  refused 
to  perform  her  engagement.  The  plaintiff's  coun* 
sel  on  these  premises  argued,  that  he  must  have 
been  insane  in  this  transaction,  for  no  money  appear- 
ed to  have  been  paid,  although  the  same  was  ao 
knowledged  by  the  deed,  under  the  plaintiff's  hand 
and  seal.  The  jury,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court 
and  a  crowded  audience,  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff 

The  two  last  years  of  his  life,  a  short  interval  ex- 
cepted, were  passed  at  Andover.  He  lodged  with 
Mr.  Osgood,  a  respectable  inhabitant  of  that  town, 
who  resided  on  a  pleasant  farm  in  a  retired  part  of 
the  south  parish.  After  being  there  about  two 
years,  his  friends  thought  he  was  entirely  restored, 
and  advised  him  to  return  to  Boston.  He  came 
back  and  undertook  some  professional  engagements. 
He  pleaded  a  cause  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
in  which  he  was  heard  with  eager  attention  and  curi- 
osity :  he  displayed  considerable  power  in  the  case, 
but  far  less  than  he  would  once  have  done. 

One  of  the  few  fragments  in  his  hand  writir^, 
now  extant,  is  a  memorandum  on  a  slip  of  paper, 
made  at  this  period,  on  a  Sunday,  after  returning 
from  public  worship.  It  is  as  follows,  "  I  have  this 
day  attended  divine  service,  and  heard  a  sensible 
discourse,  and  thanks  be  to  God  I  now  enjoy  the 
greatest  of  all  blessings,  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano.^^ 

All  his  old  friends  shewed  him  great  attention. 
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and  among  others  Governor  Hancock,  who,  sftet 
frequent  invitations,  at  last  persuaded  him  to  dine 
with  him.  Even  before  he  went  to  this  dinner,  he 
was  observed  to  have,  at  times,  a  melancholy  ex* 
pression,  but  after  it,  he  shewed  evident  marks  of 
unsettled  reason.  The  excitement  resulting  from 
iuch  a  party  to  a  character  so  ardent,  and  a  mind  so 
shattered,  might  well  have  been  feared.  What  va- 
rious and  conflicting  emotions  must  it  have  awaken- 
ed !  The  meeting  with  many  old  friends,  the  warm 
welcome,  the  festive  hilaritv,  the  recollection  of  the 
past,  the  confused  and  crowded  images  of  twenty 
eventful  years;  imagination  carrying  him  back  to 
those  trying  times,  when  with  some  of  that  circle  he 
had  began  the  first,  almost  desperate,  opposition  to 
usurpation ;  the  long  contest  that  had  followed,  then 
verging  to  a  triumphant  termination  ;  the  memory  of 
active  friends  and  foes,  who  had  alike  disappeared 
from  these  stormy  scenes ;  his  own  broken  intellect 
and  long  mental  eclipse,  the  hazards  and  changes^ 
the  passions  and  illusions,  the  triumph  and  inanity 
of  human  affairs; 'all  must  have  hurried  through  his 
mind  in  quick  and  painful  succession. 

His  brother  advised  him  soon  after,  to  return  to 
Andover,  which  he  did  voluntarily,  and  with  perfect 
gentleness."^     While  on  this  last  visit  to  Boston,  he 


^  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  his  nephew  th«  Hon.  H.  G.  Otis, 
relates  some  circumstances  of  his  last  visit  to  Boston. — *'  I  brought  him  in  a 
gig  from  Andover  to  Boston  in  the  year  1782,  at  a  period  when  mj  father  and 
bis  friends  thought  he  was  recovered.  Nothing  could  be  more  delightfully  in- 
structive than  his  conversation  on  this  journey,  but  it  was  in  reference  chiefly 
to  the  study  of  my  profession,  which  it  was  intended  I  shou}d  pursue  under  bit 
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m^de  his  will,  which  began  thus.  ^  In  the  name  of 
God,  Amen. — I  James  Otis,  being  in  no  kind  of  fear 
of  death,  though  by  some  called  the  king  of  terrors, 
and  by  old  Bannister  in  his  will  a  sergeant,  I  make 
this  my  last  will  and  testament.^'  He  then  speaks 
of  his  eldest  daughter,  who  married  a  British  officer, 
in  a  manner  that  shews  how  deeply  that  alliance  had 
offended  him,  bequeaths  her  five  shillings,  and  gives 
the  remainder  of  his  property  to  his  wife  and  second 
daughter.  This  instrument  is  dated  the  ^^  31st  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  Jesus  Christ  one  thou* 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three  and  of  the  as* 
sumption  or  declaration  of  the  Independence  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  of  North  America,  the  se* 
venth  yean'' 

The  day  aftep  his  return  to  Andover  he  exhibited 
some  marks  of  agitation.  He  took  a  hatchet  in  the 
morning  and  went  to  a  copse  of  pines  standing  on  a 
rising  ground  a  few  yards  from  the  house,  and  pass* 
ed  all   the  forenoon  in  trimming  away   the  lower 


"putronage. — But  I  went  back  to  college — He  remnined  at  home  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  was  induced  to  go  into  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  where  it  is  said 
he  displayed  great  powers  in  a  very  pathetic  case,  but  ojs  I  have  learnt  from 
those  who  heard  him,  he  appeared  a  sun  shorn  of  his  beams.  His  house  how* 
ever  became  the  resort  of  much  company  calling 'to  visit  and  converse  with  him. 
Governor  Hancock  was  particularly  attentive,  and  forced  him  to  dine  with 
him  in  a  very  large  party.  He  was  observed  before  this  time  to  becOmt 
thoughtful  and  sod,  lying  in  bed  until  a  very  late  hour;  but  immediately  after 
diis  dinner,  there  was  a  visible  oscillation  of  his  intellect — He  was  overwhelm- 
ed by  the  recollection  of  past  days,  impressed  probably  with  greater  force,  by 
the  presence  of  Hancock  and  others  of  the  convives  and  by  the  scene  altogeth- 
er. There  was  however  no  frenzy — A  hint  was  givf  n  him  by  my  father  that  he 
had  better  return  to  Andover,  and  he  went  like  a  lamb,  where  in  a  rfery  shoft 
ffiriod  he  was  struck  with  lightning.'' 

62 
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branches  of  the  wood.  When  Mr.  Osgood  came  to 
call  him  to  dinner,  he  said  with  great  (earnestness; 
^  Osgood,  if  I  die  while  I  am  in  your  house,  I  charge 
you  to  have  me  buried  under  these  trees  :^  and  then 
added  with  a  little  touch  of  humour,  that  shone  forth 
like  a  bright  gleam  in  a  tempestuous  sky ;  ^  you  know 
my  grave  would  overlook  all  your  fields,  and  I  could 
have  an  eye  upon  the  boys  and  see  if  they  minded 
their  work." 

During  the  whole  of  his  residence  in  Mr.  Osgood's 
family,  except  in  the  instance  just  mentioned^  he  ne* 
ver  went  fifty  yards  from  the  house.  He  shewed 
neither  violence  nor  restlessness.  He  lived  very  tem- 
perately, and  his  principal  sustenance  was  bread  and 
milk.  He  passed  his  time  in  reading,  lying  much  in 
bed,  and  in  consequence  of  this  life  of  tranquillity  and 
indolence  he  grew  very  corpulent.  He  was  always 
kind  and  good  humoured  to  the  family,  and  delighted 
them  with  his  wit,  his  stories  and  knowledge  on  ev- 
ery subject.  Those  who  were  then  young,  are  now 
old,  and  after  the  lapse  of  forty  years  can  recall  few 
particulars  of  his  conversation,  though  the  general 
impression  of  its  great  power  and  richness  is  indeli- 
ble. The  following  instance  is  recollected  as  an  ex- 
ample of  his  readiness.  Mr.  Kendall  Osgood,  who 
had  been  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  was  at  home  on  a 
visit,  when  a  distant  relation  died  in  a  neighbouring 
town.  Most  of  the  family  went  to  the  funeral,  and 
one  of  them  inquiring  if  he  was  going,  he  answered, 
"  O  no,  let  the  dead  bury  their  dead."  Otis  imme- 
^liately  asked  him,  if  he  knew  the  meaning  of  that 
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text,  and  on  his  confessing  that  he  did  not,  he  enter- 
ed at  once  on  a  learned  commentaiy  and  espianation 
of  it. 

Six  weeks  exactly  sfter  his  return,  on  Friday  af- 
ternoon the  23d  day  of  May  17U3,  a  heavy  cloud  sud^ 
denly  arose,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  family  were 
collected  ID  one  of  the  roomi  to  wait  till  the  shower 
(should  have  past.  Otis,  with  his  cane  in  one  hand, 
stood  against  the  post  of  the  door  which  opened 
from  this  apartment  into  the  front  entry.*  He  was 
in  the  act  of  telling  the  assemhied  group  a  story, 
when  an  explositm  took  place  which  seemed  to  shake 
the  solid  earth,  and  he  fell  without  a  struggle,  or  a 
word,  inBtantaneously  dead,  into  the  arms  of  Mr.  Os- 
good, who  seeing  him  falling,  sprang  forward  to  re- 
ceive him.  This  flash  of  lightning  was  the  fu-st  thai 
came  from  the  cloud,  and  was  not  followed  by  any 
others  that  were  remarkable.  There  were  seven  or 
eight  persons  in  the  room,  but  no  other  was  injured. 
No  mark  of  any  kind  could  be  found  on  Otis,  nor  was 
there  the  slightest  change  or  convulsion  in  his  fea- 
tures. 

It  is  a  singular  coincidence,  that  he  oflen  express- 
ed a  wish  for  such  a  fate.  He  told  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Warren,  after  his  reason  was  impaired,  "  my  dear 
sister,  I  hope  when  God  Almighty  in  his  righteous 
providence  shall  take  me  out  of  time  into  eternity, 

*  Ilii  own  room  was  on  ihc  left  hand  side  of  the  frnm  dooi,  whpu  looking 
at  thr  pUle  ;  anil  at  hii  donih,  he  WSB  gUDitiag  in  the  ilcui  v,  ny  b(  Ihr  i  I'liiu 
to  Ihe  righi.  The  lighuinit  atruck  Ihr  chimney,  ralloupd  a  n.net  M  liw  luor 
vhicli  ruaied  upon  one  of  ib*  upright  tlmber-x,  lo  which  Ihi  i!r-.»i  p"<i  K»i 
canligucHis.  The  CRiing  of  thii  rioor  wat  split,  nml  keiersl  or  Ihe  Laila  loiii 
out  all  irUcb  Muke  ttill  tumud  u  thej  were  at  ihe  time. 
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that  it  will  be  b^  a  flash  of  lightning,**  and  this  idea 
he  often  repeated. 

There  is  a  degree  of  consolation  blended  with 
awe  in  the  manner  of  his  death,  and  a  soothing  fit- 
ness in  the  Bublirae  accident  which  occasiimed  it 
The  end  of  hb  life  was  ennobled,  when  the  ruinB 
of  a  great  mind,  instead  of  being  undermined  bj 
loathsome  and  obscure  disease,  were  demolished  at 
once  by  a  bright  bolt  from  Heaven. 

His  body  Was  brought  to  Boston,  and  his  funeral 
was  attended  with  every  mark  of  respect,  and  ex- 
hibited one  of  the  most  numerous  processions  ever 
seen  in  the  town.  Among  the  tributes  to  his  memo- 
ry the  following  verscB  are  the  most  conspicuous,  and 
besides  the  interest  of  their  subject,  possess  an  in- 
trinsic merit  that  will  preserve  them. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OP  JAMES  OTIS, 

>,  AT  AKDOVBK,  HOB  AnSK  THK  VXACX 
T  THK  HOll.  THOMAI  DAWXB,  WRtTTU 


Wheh  flashed  with  conquest  and  elate  with  pride, 
Britaonia'B  monarch  Heaven^s  high  will  defied ; 
And  hent  on  blood,  by  lust  of  rule  Inclined, 
With  odious  chains  to  vex  the  freeborn  mind ; 
On  these  young  shores  set  up  anjust  command, 
And  spread  the  slares  of  office  round  the  land; 
Then  Otis  rose,  and  great  in  patriot  fame, 
To  listening"  cTowds  resistance  dared  proclaim. 
Fiom  soul  to  Hul  the  bright  idea  ran. 
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The  fire  of  freedom  flew  from  maa  to  nun : 
His  pen  like  Sydney's,  made  the  doctrine  known. 
His  tongue  tike  Tully's,  shook  a  tyrants  throne ; 
Then  men  crrew  bold— «nd  in  the  public  eye, 
The  right  dlrlne  of  monarcha  dared  to  I17 ; 
Light  shone  on  all,  despotic  daikneaa  de.W- 
And  for  a  itntuatnt  a  nation  bled. 

From  men  like  Otia,  Independence  grew; 
From  such  beginoiogs  empire  rose  to  view. 
Bom  for  the  world,  hia  comprehensive  mind 
Scanned  the  wide  politics  of  human  kind: 
Blessed  with  a  native  strength  and  fire  of  thought, 
With  Greek  and  Roman  learning  richly  fraught. 
Up  to  the  fonntain  head  he  pushed  his  view, 
And  from  first  principles  his  maxims  drew. 
Spite  of  the  times,  this  truth  he  bktzM  abroad, 
"  The  people's  safety  is  the  law  of  God."—* 

For  this  he  suffered ;  hireling  slaves  combined 
To  dress  in  shades  the  brightest  of  mankind. 
And  see  they  come,  a  i»A  designing  band. 
With  murder's  heart,  and  execution's  hand. — 
Hold,  villaini !     Those  polluted- hands  restrain  j 
Nor  that  exalted  head  with  blows  profane  I 
A  nobler  end  awaits  his  patriot  head ; 
In  other  sort  he'll  join  the  illustrious  dead. 
Ye^ !  When  the  glorious  work  which  he  begun, 
Shall  stand  the  most  complete  benealh  the  sun ; 
When  peace  shall  come  to  crown  the  grand  dedgUy 
His  eyes  shall  live  to  see  the  wotk  divine— 
The  Heavens  shall  then  his  generous  ^'spirit  claim, 
"  In  storms  as  loud  as  his  immortal  fame." — t 
Hark,  the  deep  thunders  echo  round  the  skies ! 
On  wings  of  Bame  the  eternal  errand  flies. 

*  SkIui  jMpuli,  Jic.  wa*  iIm  moltu  of  one  of  hit  tmj$. 
t  Wallat  on  Iha  d*ath  of  Cramwoll, 
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One  cho«ea  chariUble  bolt  b  sped — 
And  Otli  mingles  with  (be  glorioua  dead. 


When  God  in  anger  raw  the  spot, 

On  earth  to  Otis  giren, 
In  thunder  as  from  Sinai's  Mount, 

He  snatcbM  him  back  to  Heaven. — JiuMt/moat 

Such  is  the  imperfect  relation  that  can  now  be 
given  of  the  life  of  Jambs  Ons,  derived  from  the 
frail  recollections  of  tottering,  expiring  tradition,  the 
scanty  glcatiings  of  forgotten  journals,  and  the  for- 
mal entries  of  neglected  records.  Disconnected  and 
imperfect  as  are  these  materials,  they  have  been 
unskilfully  managed,  if  the  reader  be  not  convinced, 
that  he  was  one  of  the  most  able  and  high  minded 
men  that  this  country  has  produced.  He  was,  in 
truth,  one  of  the  master  spirits  who  began  and  con- 
ducted au  opposition,  which  at  Bret,  was  only  design- 
ed to  counteract  and  defeat  an  arbitrary  administra- 
tion ;  but  which  ended  in  a  revolution,  emancipated  a 
continent,  and  established  by  the  example  of  its 
elfects,  a  lasting  influence  _on  all  the  governments  of 
the  civilized  world. 

The  chief  fault  of  Otis  was  his  irascibility,  that 
grew  naturally  in  such  a  character,  and  was  almost 
inseparable  from  his  frankness  and  ardour.  It  often 
lt:d  him  to  be  too  vehement  and  unguarded  in  bts 
espres»;ions ;  and  in  his  zeal  for  the  security  of  fun- 
damental principles,  to  be  too  impatient  at  obstacles; 
and  while  he  was  labouring  under  deep  anxiety  and 
responsibility  for  the  state  of  public  alfairs,  he  was 
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apt  to  brush  away  little  men  and  things  that  inter- 
rupted his  course,  without  sufficient  regard  or  con- 
sideration. 

It  would  haye  been  better  for  him  if  his  great 
spirit  had  been  less  easily  chafed,  if  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  more  moderation  and  forbearance  with 
what  was  inferior,  perverse,  or  servile.  Yet  if  this 
spirit  had  been  thus  subdued,  perhaps  his  power  of 
rousing  popular  sentiment,  of  infusing  life,  soul,  and 
energy  into  that  many  bodied  mass,  the  public,  would 
have  been  enfeebled  or  lost. 

In  forming  an  estimate  of  every  man's  character, 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  the  per- 
sons with  whom  he  is  called  to  act,  should  be  consid- 
ered. Otis  possessed  talents,  a  grasp  of  thought  and 
elevation  of  mind,  which  would  have  qualified  him 
to  move  at  the  head  quarters  of  human  affairs,  to  di- 
rect the  measures  of  a  cabinet,  and  contend  with  the 
highest  and  noblest  opposition.  Instead  of  this  situ- 
ation, he  was  placed  in  collision  with  the  secondary 
agents  of  a  remote,  and  to  him,  intangible  ministry. 
In  resistii^  the  sinister,  or  corrupt  designs  of  a  dis- 
tant administration,  his  efforts  could  not  be  directed 
against  them  face  to  face,  but  the  struggle  was  ne- 
cessarily maintained  with  subaltern  agents,  whom  he 
had  a  right  to  despise  for  their  venality,  and  their 
subserviency.  While  such  were  the  men,  who  were 
made  the  willing  instruments  of  the  design  to  en- 
slave his  country,  it  was  difficult  for  a  powerful  or  a 
virtuous  mind  to  restrain  its  indignation. 

The  side  too  which  he  adopted,  was  not  always  to 
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be  deffffided  with  the  more  cultivated  forms  of  legal 
pleading,  or  parliamentBiy  debate,  but  it  required 
contiuuallj  the  interference  of  popular  ageiM^.  Pub- 
lic seDtiraent  was  to  be  kept  alive  bj -intercourse  and 
argument  with  all  kinds jDf  people,  puUic  asseiqbliea 
were  to  be  addressed,  whose  very  numbers  preclud- 
ed the  idea  of  refmemenf ;  and  who  were  to  be  af- 
fectedf  not  hy  the  closeness  of  argument  and  the 
polish  of  delicate  wit,  but  hf  such  tones  as  coutd  be 
heard  amidst  the  murmurs  of  the  sea  shore,  bj  ideas 
that  were  plain  and  direct,  by  allusions  that  would 
be  obvious,  coarse  even,  and  cuttii^.  The  timid 
were  to  be  encouraged,  the  ignorant  awakened,  the 
lukewarm  stimulated,  the  ardent  directed,  and  the 
profligate  overawed.  In  all  these  duties,  at  alt  times 
and  opportunities,  in  the  eaucas  and  the  town  meet- 
ing, as  well  as  in  the  halls  of  justice  and  legislation,  he 
was  to  be  found  presiding,  proposing,  animating,  and 
controlling.  Such  incessant  exertions  on  such  differ- 
ent theatres,  left  him  little  time  to  study  the  minor 
courtesies  of  life,  and  although  good  humoured  and 
placable,  he  sometimes  prostrated  an  opponent  bj  a 
vehement  sally  or  sarcasm,  whom  at  another  moment 
he  would  have  disregarded,  or  set  aside  with  gentle- 
ness and  caution. 

He  espoused  the  cause  of  his  country,  not  merely 
because  it  was  popular,  but  because  he  saw  that  its 
prosperity,  freedom  and  honour,  would  be  all  dimin- 
i  ished,  if  the  usurpation  of  the  British  parliament  was 
successful.  His  enemies  constantly  represented  him 
as  a  demagogue, yet  no  man  was  tesssa    Hbchsrac- 
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lev  was  too  liberal,  proud  and  honest  to  play  that 
part-  He  led  public  opinion  by  the  energy  which 
conscious  strength,  elevated  views  and  quick  feel- 
ings inspire,  and  was  followed  with  that  deference 
and  reliance,  which  great  t^ents  instinctively  com^ 
mand.  These  were  the  qualificatioQs,  that  made  him 
for  many  years  the  oracle  and  guide  of  the  patriotic 
party.  It  was  not  by  supple  and  obscure  intrigues, 
by  unworthy  flatteries  and  compliances,  by  a  degrade* 
ing  adoption  of  plebeian  dress,  manners,  or  language, 
that  he  obtained  the  suffrages  of  the  people,"*^  but  by 
their  opinion  of  his  uprightness,  their  knowledge  of 
his  disinterestedness,  and  their  conviction  of  his 
ability.  He  vindicated  the  rights  of  his  countrymen, 
not  in  the  spirit  of  a  factious  tribune,  aiming  to  subvert 
established  authority,  but  as  a  Roman  senator,  who 
became  the  voluntary  advocate  of  an  injured  pro* 
vince.  He  valued  his  own  standing  and  that  of  his 
family  in  society,  and  did  not  wish  a  change  or  a 
revolutioa  He  acknowledged  a  common  interest 
with  his  countrymen,  and  sacrificed  in  their  support 
cJl  his  hopes  of  personal  aggrandizement.  Had  ha 
taken  part  with  the  admbistration,  he  might  havq 
commanded  every  favour  in  their  power  to  bestow  $ 
in  sustaining  that  of  his  native  land,  he  well  knew 
that  his  only  reward  would  be  the  good  will  of  it^ 

*  He  hiid  a  great  contempt  for  those  shallow,  obtrusive,  noisy,  agents,  who 
are  the  appropriate  evil  of  popular  governments,  as  the  arrogant,  servile,  profli<< 
gate  miuion  is  of  nnooarcbies.  Going  one  evening  to  attend  a  meeting  for 
some  political  purpose,  and  seeing  that  some  ordinary  demagogues  were  tl^ 
nost  prominent  persons,  be  exclaimed  to  those  who  accompanied  biro. 
^  Zounds  !  what  havt  we  here  f  the  world  j^utt  end  foremost," 
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inhabitants,  and  the  sweet  consciousness  of  perform^ 
ing  his  duty ;  and  that  he  must  be  satisfied  with 
the  common  lot  of  great  patriotism  in  all  ages,  pre-^ 
sent  poverty  and  future  fame. 

Persons  who  were  annoyed  by  his  opposition  or 
mortified  by  his  superiority,  revenged  themselves  by 
citing  and  exaggerating  his  strong  or  unguarded  re- 
marks. With  much  warmth  and  goodness  of  dispo- 
sition, unyielding  activity  of  mind,  a  strong  percep 
tion  of  humour,  a  great  vivacity  of  thought  and 
facility  of  expression,  it  was  to  be  expected,  that  in- 
tensely engaged,  as  he  was,  in  the  litigious  politics  of 
his  time,  and  deeply  anxious  on  points  whose  conse- 
quences were  vast,  and  many  of  them  -[irospective, 
he  should  have  disdained  to  occupy  himself  with 
verbal  scruples,  or  in  weighing  the  probability  of 
misrepresentation.  Hence  arose  a  thousand  calum- 
nies and  false  reports,**  hence  all  the  scandal  that 
was  attempted  to  be  heaped  upon  him  for  his  natu- 
ral ebullition  of  resentment,  at  the  injury  done  to  his 
father,  by  the  appointment  of  Hutchinson,  which 
busy  malice  absurdly  represented,  as  the  sole  im- 
pulse of  his  whole  political  course.  In  like  manner, 
hundreds  of  others   were   imputed  to  him,  which 

*  One  of  these  is  alluded  to  in  an  article  in  the  Boston  Gazette  of  July  25th, 
1768,  in  a  dialogue  between  *'a  Pensioner  and  a  Divine,^  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract ;  **  Pensioner,  It  seems  to  me  that  the  clergy  Interest  tbem- 
selves  too  much  in  the  political  disputes  of  the  day.  The  gentlemeiyio  crape 
have  no  right  to  intermeddle  in  such  things.  But  Otis  says,  he  could  not  carry 
his  points  without  the  aid  of  the  black  regiment.  Divine,  If  Mr.  Otis  express- 
ed himself  in  that  manner,  (which  I  question)  he  might  have  expressed  him- 
self rather  more  decently  ;  but  surely  you  will  allow  this  to  be  a  day  of  dark- 
liess  and  difficulty,  and  you  will  also  allow  us  to  pray  for  light  and  direction." 
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however,  being  not  so  deeply  connected  with  pro- 
phecy, as  the  speech  on  the  former  occasion,  sank 
successively  into  oblivion.     A  man  like  Otis,  would 
throw  off  in  every  conversation  sparks  that  might 
illuminate  and  kindle  (he  hearer;  and  which,  in  a 
more  phlegmatic  or  cautious  disposition,  would  have 
lain  smouldering  invisibly  through  a  long  existence. 
As  in  every  case  of  public  or  private  oppression, 
he  was  willing  to  volunteer  in  the  cause  of  the  suf- 
ferer, and  as  in  many  instances  where   he  thought 
the  occasion  would  justify  it,  he  employed  his  tal- 
ents gratuitously,   his  enemies   were  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge  his  liberality.     As  he  relinquished  and 
withstood  the  patronage  of  the  crown,  and  renounc- 
ed the  highest  and   most  lucrative   professional  pur- 
suits, to  employ  all  the  vigour  of  his  mind  in  an  un- 
requited and  fearless  defence  of  his  countr}',  not  for 
a  brief  period   merely,  but  through  a  succession  of 
anxious  and  momentous  years,  his  friends  and  fellow 
citizens  admired  and   honoured  his  generous  devo- 
tion.    Yet,  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  with  all 
his  superiority  to  mercenary  calculations  as  an  in- 
dividual, in  the  great  question  at  issue   between  the 
colonies  and  the  British  parliament,  respecting  taxa- 
tion, he  watched  with  the  utmost  narrowness  every 
expenditure,  and  contended  against   the  smallest  fis- 
cal imposition,  as  strongly,  as  if  it  involved  total  con- 
fiscation.    In  his  writings  and  his  arguments  he  per- 
petually  recurred  to  the  topic  of  property,  to  the 
maxim,  that  what  was  a  man's  own,  should  not  be 
assessed  without  his  consent.     The  most  timid  miser 
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in  calculating  the  minutest  fraction  of  interest,  could 
not  discover  a  more  anxious  solicitude  at  any  defi- 
ciency, than  be  did  at  scrutinizing  every  effort  to 
place  in  the  cofiers  of  the  kii^,  a  single  penny^  that 
was  not  granted  from  the  subjects  by  whom  it  was 
paid.  This  contrast  fumishe's  one  of  the  strikii^ 
traits  in  his  character,  that  the  man  who  was  dis- 
dainful of  pecuniary  temptatiops,  and  liberal  to  ex- 
cess of  his  own  property,  should  have  been  of  all 
others  the  most  jealous  watchful,  and  unyieldiiig,  id 
Contending  for  the  principles,  which  consecrated  the 
Wealth  of  the  community  against  the  touch  of  arbir 
irary  power. 

In  fine,  he  was  a  man  of  powerful  genius,  and  ar- 
dent temper,  with  wit  and  humour  that  never  faiU 
ed  :  as  an  orator,  he  was  bold,  argumentative,  iio- 
pcluous  and  commanding,  with  an  eloquence  that 
made  his  own  excitement  irresistibly  contagious ; 
an  a  lawyer,  his  knowledge  and  ability  placed  him 
it  the  head  of  his  profession  ;  as  a  scholar,  he  was 
rich  in  acquisition  and  governed  by  a  claBsic  ^taste; 
as  a  statesman  and  civihan,  he  was  sound  and  just 
in  his  views;  as  a  patriot,  he  resisted  all  allurements 
that  might  weaken  the  cause  of  that  country,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  life,  and  for  which  he  sacrifio 
ed  il.  The  future  historian  of  the  United  States,  id 
considering  the  foundations  of  American  indepen- 
dence, will  find  that  one  of  the  comer  stones  must 
)te  inscribed  with  the  name  of  James  Otis,. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ENORAVIITGa. 

The  likeness  of  Mr.  Otis,  engraved  for  ihie  work,  bj  Mr.  A. 
£.  Durand,  of  New-York,  one  of  the  most  eminent  engraven 
in  tliis  country,  is  from  a  portrait  painted  by  Blackburn,  in  1 755, 
an  artist  wbo  succeeded  Smibert,  and  preceded  Copley,  in  that  ' 
line  of  art  in  Boston.  The  painting  possesses  only  moderate 
merit;  the  expression  of  the  countenance  gives  llltle  idea  of 
the  energy  of  Iiis  character.  It  rather  answers  to  his  own  des- 
cription of  himself  in  page  384,  when  he  says,  that  he  whs  natural- 
ly fond  of  pleasure  and  amusement.  A  presumptive  proof  how- 
ever,  of  its  resemblance  at  the  period  when  it  was  painted,  ii 
the  fact,  of  the  family  likeness  that  may  be  perceived  in  it  to 
aome  of  his  living  relations. 

The  vignette  prefixed  to  the  first  chapter,  was  taken  from 
the  Allyne  Houh  at  Plymouth.  It  was  originally  intended  to 
take  a  drawing  of  the  house  in  which  he  was  bom,  at  Great 
Marshes,  Barnstable,  which  is  still  standing,  but  with  the  loss  of 
its  wings,  and  rather  In  a  decayed  state.  This  house  at  Ply-  ^*.n 
mouth,  in  wliicb  his  mother  was  bom,  was  built  a  few  yean  Aifi/ii 
earlier,  and  serves  to  shew  tbe  style  of  building  of  respectable  '  ' 

fiimilies  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  This 
house  was  pulled  down  two  or  three  years  since,  and  very  few 
dwellings  in  that  style  now  remain.  The  spot  lias  been  pur- 
chased by  the  Pilgrim  Society,  with  an  intention  to  erect  on  It 
a  building,  to  commemorate  the  landing  of  the  forefatfaeis.  It 
stood  in  the  first  street  in  Plymouth,  and  in  the  back  ground  Is 
seen  the  outline  of  the  hariiour  of  Plymouth,  and  the  ship 
marks  the  spot  whfre  the  Bia^  h'Umer  anchored  in  iJecembeTf 
10S«. 
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The  plate  represeatin^  the  O^ood  farm  at  Aodorer,  ia  from 
a  ver;  aeat  and  accunile  drawing,  taken  by  Mr.  Pennimao,  od 
the  spot,  the  present  summer.  The  bouse  and  objects  about 
It,  are  the  same  as  they  were  in  1 783,  excepting  the  pophtn  In 
front.  Mr.  Otis  was  standing  in  the  door  of  tlie  room,  to  the 
spectator^!  right  of  the  front  door,  and  close  to  it  The  light- 
ning struck  the  chimney,  and  shattered  the  posts  of  these  doors. 
The  picture  presents  a  pleasing  apecimeo  of  a  New  England 
farm  house. 

The  fac  simile  is  from  a  fragment  copied  from  a  letter  book, 
containing  some  letters  to  bis  clients ;  a  few  of  which  were 
copied  by  himself. 

B.    page  5. 

ORIGIN   OF    THE    OTIS    FAMILY. 

The  following  minutes  relating  to  the  first  geoeratioos  ot 
this  family,  may  have  some  loterest  for  those  readers  who  have 
a  ^le  for  tracing  genealogies.  John  Otis  with  his  family 
came  from  Hiogbam,  in  Norfolk,  England,  JuDe  1635,  in  com- 
paoy  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  and  took  the  freeman's  oath 
the  3d  of  March  following.  He  was  probably  a  substantial  yeo- 
man, who  left  his  country,  partly  to  accompany  his  pastor,  a 
staunch  non-conforming  clergyman ;  his  will,  dated  May  3d 
1657,  and  proved  26tb  of  July  in  the  same  year,  is  recorded  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  Suffolk  Registry  of  Probate,  and  as  it 
bears  his  mark  in  place  of  sigaature,  it  appears  he  was  miabte 
to  write,  a  deficiency  Dot  so  singular  at  that  time,  as  fcMMA^at 
present.  Of  bis  children  there  is  little  known  ;  John  Otis  is 
mentioned  in  the  records  of  Hlngham,  as  being  a  landholder 
there  in  1668-9,  and  Richard  Otis,  another  son  went  to  some  part 
of  Maine  ;  from  thence  he  was  taken  by  a  band  of  Indians  in  one 
of  their  incursions,  and  carried  captive  with  the  greater  part  of 
bb  family  into  Canada,  where  the  name  is  still  to  be  found 
among  bb  descendants.  The  MS.  journal  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ho- 
bart contains  two  or  three  entries  relating  to  this  family,  which 
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ure  here  tmucribed.  He  writes  the  aame  In  variom  ways,  Oats, 
Oattis,  Ottis,  lA  England  it  U  often  written  Oatet,  "  May  1,  1663, 
Mary  Otis"  (the  grandchild  of  John)  ^  was  baptized  May  Z8tb, 
John  Oattis  wife  died,  Julj  9th,  1664.  Tahitha  LyoD  being 
scalded  in  a  kettle  of  water,  at  John  Oattisies  home,  died  In  a 
few  hours  after,  March  Slit,  1667.  John  Otis  died  at  Wai- 
mouth."  Mr.  Otis  by  the  mother^s  nide  was  connected  with  the 
founden  of  the  Old  Colony  who  arrived  in  the  6nt  ship,  the 
May  Flower,  In  1620.  By  the  records  of  Plymouth  it  appears, 
that  in  1699  Mr.  Joseph  Allync  married  Mary  Doten,  daughter 
of  Edward,  and  grand-daughter  of  Edward  Doten,  who  came  in 
the  ^(1^  /Tower.  Mr.  Allyne's  children,  recorded  as  bom  at 
Plymouth,  (in  the  bouse  represented  in  ttie  vignette  at  the 
bead  of  the  first  chapter)  were  Elizabeth  in  1700,  Mary  in 
1702,  who  was  the  mother  of  James  Otis,  and  a  woman  of  very 
superior  character.  A  good  portrait  of  her  in  the  costume  of 
that  time,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  H.  G.  Otis.  ,  Mr. 
Atlyne  removed  with  his  family  from  Plymouth  to  Wetbersfield 
in  Connecticut 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hobarl  above  mentioned,  was  educated  at 
Cambridge  and  left  England  for  non-conformity ;  he  began  tlie 
settlement,  and  was  the  first  minister  of  Hingham,  and  a  very 
rig^d  puritan.  His  journal  begins  thus:  ^  Jane  8th  1636,  I 
with  my  wife  and  four  children  came  safely  to  New-England : 
forever  praised  be  the  God  of  heaven,  my  God  and  king !"  He 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Ju^e  Hobart  of  New  York,  and  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hobart  the  present  bishop  of  the  episcopal  church 
in  that  state.  Lechford,  a  lawyer,  came  over  in  1641,  hut  get- 
ting into  some  difficulties  on  religious  matters,  remained  only  a 
year,  and  in  a  book  which  he  published  after  his  retnni,  he 
found  naturally  enough,  from  the  disputes  he  had  been  engaged 
in,  a  good  deal  to  blame  in  the  conduct  of  the  infant  colony. 
In  giving  a  list  of  the  ministers  of  the  difierent  towns,  and 
mentioning  at  Hingham  "Mr.  Hubbard,"  as  he  writes  the 
name,  "  Pastor,  and  Mr.  Pecke,  Teacher,"  he  adds,  "  They  re- 
fuse to  baptize  old  Otb's  grandchildren  though  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  their  church."    A>  twelve  years  after  a  minute  of  the 
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baptism  of  Mary  OtiB  is  made  fn  HobarA  jomnal,  die  dlffieal^ 

whatever  it  was,  bad  beeo  remored.  It  la  prttmbk  that  (he 
only  copy  of  tbii  tract  of  Lechford'a,  exbUn^  Id  America,  (ez- 
ceptin;  BD  incomplete  MS.  cop;  in  the  Ubrar)'  of  the  MaHacho- 
»etu  Historical  Society)  is  one  in  the  Ebelii^  collection,  in  the 
library  of  Harrard  Umrersity ;  the  title  ia,  "  floiit  tUalimg^  or 
ntvftfmn  J^ewlinglaiui :  a  tfutrt  vint  of  tfew-Er^ia^*  preitmt 
guvemment  both  ecetttuutteal  attd  avil,  aunpartd  vntk  lA«  tm- 
eitntly  rtetivtd  and  utabluktd  gemertunent  of  iijngla»dy  tn  tome 
Material  pointt  jit  for  tlu  grvvM  eotutdtration  in  thttt  Hmct. 
By  nomat  Leeh/ord  of  Cfenuni**  ha,  m  tkt  nwnfy  of  MitUUta^ 
Gm.  London,  printed  by  fV.  E,  ^  I  G.for  ffvi.  ButUr  at  Aa 
t^  oftkt  Pydt  Bull  near  St  Auitvt'i  gaU^  164t" 

C.    pageeS^fT 

A  notice  of  this  work  was  given  by  the  late  Rev.  J.  S.  Bock- 
minster,  in  the  Monthly  Anthology,  under  the  head  of  retrospec- 
tive reviews.  The  following  extract  ia  from  an  answer  of  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Bentley  of  Salem,  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  respectinf 
Mr.  Otis.  It  communicates  in  the  peculiar  style  of  that  learned 
antiquarian,  some  of  Otis's  literary  opinions.  It  was  dated 
February  4th,  1819.  ^1  knew  Mr.  Otii  from  my  youth,  but 
my  acquaintance  be^n  with  him  in  1777,  when  !  took  part  in 
the  instruction  of  the  Grammar  achool  in  Boston.  He  was  of^ 
ten  at  the  house  in  which  the  grammar  masters  lived,  and  oflen 
turned  the  conversation  on  the  book  which  he  wrote  apon  Lat- 
in Prosody.  Not  thinking  of  the  future  value  of  these  inter- 
views, you  may  suppose  a  yootb  would  recover  but  a  little  of 
the  desultory  conversation,  which  his  lucid  intervals  coald  con- 
tinue. Of  bb  rudiments  published  in  1760,  and  just  before  his 
political  career,  he  used  to  observe,  that  he  had  contented 
himself  with  a  view  of  the  best  writers,  and  had  combined  what 
he  found  in  tbem  so  as  to  give  the  most  comprehensive  view 
of  them ;  doing  for  Prosody,  what  Cbeever  had  done  for  gram- 
mar in  his  Accidence,  that  the  one  book  might  accompany  the 
other.    It  was  from  him  I  gained  the  knowledge  of  Brinsley'i 
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Acudeuce,  which  wai  (aught  before  Cheever'a  Accidence,  and 
differs  rrom  it  cluefly  in  being  in  question  and  answer.  I  have 
Master  Jolin  SwinDertoD^  cop;  of  John  Brineley's  Accidence, 
with  Master  Swinnerton^B  name  and  date  16&2,  The  matmer 
in  which  Cheever  lias  limplified  it,  u  admirable,  and  su^estcd 
to  Mr.  Otis  the  work  he  has  performed  successfully.  To  Otis's 
Latin  Prosody,  succeeds  his  worli  on  Letters,  in  which  he  has 
given  the  power  and  the  oi^ns  employed  on  them :  and  his 
views  of  pronunciation  and  of  adjuBting  the  quantity  and  accents, 
well  deserve  the  attention  at  this  time,  when  some  notice  has 
been  taken  of  Greek  pr<nnnciation.  Mr.  Otis  felt  all  the  diffi- 
culty. He  pronounces  no  part  of  Grammar  so  defective  as  pro- 
nunciation ;  and  contrary  to  an  opiaion  now  openly  defended, 
he  says :  '  It  seems  to  be  now  generally  agreed  among  the  learn- 
ed, that  the  present,  marks  for  the  Greek  accents,  instead  of 
helping  the  reader,  only  serve  to  mislead  and  perplex  him,  and 
that  with  the  ancient  Greeks,  the  true  accent  always  followed 
the  quantity.' " 

D.    page  139. 


The  following  minutes  derived  from  Chalmen'  "  opinloni  of 
eminent  lawyers,"  will  perhaps  serve  to  shew  what  results 
might  have  been  expected,  if  the  English  hierarchy  had  been 
extended  to  this  country.  In  1705  the  bishop  ot  London 
brought  before  the  ministry,  the  question  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic clergy  in  Maryland  :  tliia  colony  was  founded  by  a  catholic 
nobleman,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  asylum  to 
catholics,  with  an  entire  toleration  of  other  forms ;  yet  the 
Attorney  General  Northey  gave  bis  written  opinion,  that  any 
prie:4t  or  Jesuit,  who  should  exercise  any  function  of  the  catho- 
lie  church,  might  under  a  certain  statute  of  William,  be  con- 
demned to  perpetual  imprisonment  if  a  native,  and  if  an  alien, 
be  biinifhed  the  realm. 

in  1725  the  bishop  of  London,  who  is  diocesan  of  all  the  Bri- 
tish colonies,  brought  before  the  lords  of  the  council,  the  sub- 
ject of  a  synod  proposed  by  a  convention  of  the  clergy  at  Bob- 
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tOD,  and  which  the  funeral  coart  anthoriaed  to  be  cempoMd  of 
all  the  congregational  churches  in  the  FroTince,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  remedying  the  decay  of  piety  and  promotiiig 
the  growth  of  religion.  The  episcopal  cleigymea  Cutler,  and 
Myles,  rectors  of  Trinify  and  Christ  churches,  brought  ttiia  t» 
the  attention  of  the  bishop;  and  on  his  application,  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  Generals,  York*  and  Wearg,  gave  their  opinion  that 
no  synods  could  be  holden  without  royal  license.  That  the  sp- 
plying  to  the  Governor  and  Council  and  Honse  of  Repiresenta- 
tlves,  to  authorise  the  synod,  Is  a  violation  of  the  king's  pre- 
rogative, as  the  application  ought  to  have  been  to  the  Governor 
alone,  who  represented  his  Majes^.  That  the  meeting  might 
be  separated  if  held,  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
principal  acton  therein  prosecuted  for  a  Btisdemeanor.  They 
however  consider  that  If  this  meeting  only  pass  an  addreu 
without  any  authoritative  act,  that  it  .will  not  be  (my  Infringe- 
ment, provided  the  subject  matter  of  such  address  be  lawful. 

In  17U2  the  Attorney  General,  Norihey,  gave  it  as  his  opis- 
ion,  that  the  Governor  had  the  advowson  of  the  churches,  and 
the  pariahloncrt  could  not  eject  nor  refuse  support  to  the  in- 
cumbent;  and  in  1719  Mr,  West,  a  crown  lawyer,  gave  his 
opinion  that  the  king's  prerogative  of  collating  to  any  vacant 
benefices,  remained  entire,  Dolwilhstanding  any  acts  of  the  pro- 
viucial  assembly. 

E.     page  171. 

The  following  is  the  title  page  of  this  work  :  "  The  Rights 
of  the  Brilish  cotoniet  aiitrled  and  proved.     By  James  Qtis,  Esq. 

Hec  omnis  icgin,  rt  ceisi  plaga  piii«a  moulit, 
Cf  dat  aniiciliac  Teucrorum :  el  liEdciit  nquai 
DicBKiui  Ugri,  sociosquG  iurcgiia  TOCtmus; 
Considant,  si  tanlus  amor,  et  mctnia  condaal. 
liobton,  priniFil.    LAndao  re-|>rinted  for  J.  Almoii,  1764. 
This  work  which  attracted  much   attention  at  the  time,  is  a 
pamphlet  of  13U  pages.     It  contains  a  learned,  and  at  the  same 
time,  a  very  lively  dissertation  on  the  origin  of  govemment.     It 
is  written   with  great  energy,   and  with  evident  rapidity  and 
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«arelesN>eM.  Tliere  is  a  decree  of  incoherence  in  the  reiison- 
iag,  nhich  grew  out  ot  contradlctorjr  principles,  Uiat  were  irre- 
coDcileable,  the  entire  rights  of  tlie  colonies,  and  the  absolute 
supremacy  of  parliament.  A  copious  analysis  of  that  interesting 
work  was  prepared  for  this  appendii;  but  the  size  of  the 
volume  has  made  it  necessary  to  omit  it. 

F.    page  323. 
A  SONG  NOW  MUCH  IK  VOGUE  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Tutie,  HtarU  of  Oak. 
Come  join  liand  in  hand,  brave  AiiEBtCjura  all, 
And  rouue  your  bold  hearts  at  fair  ubebtv^s  call; 
No  lyrannotti  acit  shall  suppress  your  jutt  claim. 
Or  stain  with  dithonour  Axerici^s  name. 

In  FRESDOM  we're  bom,  aod  in  freedom  we'll  live 

Our  punes  are  ready, 

Steady,  friends,  steady, 

Not  as  SLAVES,  but  as  freemeh,  our  money  we'll  giTe 

Our  worthy  forefathtri,  let's  ^ve  'em  a  cheer, 
To  elimata  umtncnm  did  courageously  steer; 
Thro'  octant  to  tUtartt  for  frudom  they  came. 
And  dying  beqneath'd  us  their /rMdom  and/iufte. 
Chonu. 

Their  generous  bosoms  all  dargers  despis'd, 
So  highly,  so  nitely,  their  birlknghu  they  priz'd ; 
We'll  keep  what  they  gave, — we  will  piously  keep, 
Nor  frustrate  their  toils  on  the  land  or  the  deep. 

The  trtt  their  own  hands  had  to  liberty  rear'd, 
They  liv'd  to  behold  growing  strong  and  rever'd; 
With  transport  they  cried,  "  now  our  wishes  we  gain, 
For  our  children  shall  gather  the  fruits  of  our  pain." 
Charm. 
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Swanns  ofpUitenuii*  and  pntnmurt  soon  wW 
Like  locuste  defomring  the  charins  of  the  year ; 
Sun*  Tainly  will  rifle,  showera  vainly  descend. 
If  t;«  are  to  drudgt  for  nhat  othtrM  shall  tptnd. 

Then  join  hand  in  hand,  brave  AiieniCAifs  all. 
By  untttn;  we  stand,  by  dnidmg  we  fall, 
In  do  muHTEous  a  caitsg  let  us  hope  to  sracceed. 
For  heaven  approve!  of  each  generous  deed. 

CAorw. 

Alt  ages  flhall  ipeak  with  amait  and  applaute, 
Of  the  courage  we'll  shew  in  mpport  of  our  fawM 
To  dit  we  can  btar, — but  to  tervt  we  dudain. 
For  ikamt  Is  tafrttmen  more  dreadful  than  |Hiut. 
Chonu. 

This  bumper  I  crown  for  our  tovereign'a  health. 
And  this  for  Brtl.iRnta'i  glory  and  wealth ; 
That  wealth  and  that  glory  immortal  may  be, 
\{  the  is  butj'ud,  and  if  we  are  botyre*. 

This  song  was  pubhshed  in  the  Boston  Gazette.    Mr.  Dickin- 
son sent  an  amended  copy  with  the  following  letter. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

I  inclosed  to  you  the  other  day  the  copy  of  a  song  composed 
in  great  haate,  I  think  it  was  rather  too  bold,  I  now  seDd  a  cor- 
rected copy,  which  I  like  better.  If  you  think  the  bagatelle 
worth  publishing,  1  beg  it  may  be  this  copy.  If  the  first  is  pub- 
lished before  this  comes  to  hand,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  publish  this  with  some  little 
note,  "  thai  this  ia  a  true  copy  of  the  original." 

In  this  copy  1  think  it  may  be  well  enough  to  add  betweeu 
the  fourth  and  tiAh  slanzaa,  these  lines ; 


already  b*gun  to  jke  anay  in  pouioni,  the   mvnty 
jr  pockett,  vrtUitut  put  rontmf. 


■4 
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How  tweet  ore  the  labours  that  freemen  endure, 
That  thej  ghall  enjoy  all  the  profits  aectire. 
No  more  aach  sweet  laboon  Amerieotu  know, 
If  Briton*  Hball  re>p  what  Jmemoni  sow. 
In  freedom  we're  bom,  &c. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  yoar  most  affection- 
ate and  most  humble  serraut, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Hon.  James  Oti>. 
Philadelphia,  Jutyitk,  1768." 

G.     page  366. 

Several  articles  relative  to  this  affray  were  copied  to  form 
part  of  this  appendix,  but  it  is  fouud  necessary  to  omit  them  on 
account  of  their  length.  They  may  be  found  in  the  Boston 
Gazette  and  Boston  Evening;  Post,  at  the  period  of  the  occur- 
rence. 


H.    page  5 


VERDICT  or  THE  Jl 


Jamea  Otis,  Etq.  Phituiff',  vs.  John  Robinttm,  E$q.  Dt/tndant. 
The  Jury  finds  in  this  case  that  the  defendant  is  gujlty,  and 
iiiid<<  for  the  plaintiff  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  damages  and 
costs  of  suit. 

Su9blk(g.  &:c.     August  Term,  ITT2. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  this  same  term  in  a  case  here  de- 
pending, wherein  James  Otis  of  said  Boston,  Is  appellant  and 
original  plaintiff,  against  John  Robinson,  late  of  said  Boston,  Ii^q, 
the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq.  by  James  Boutineau,  Esq.  his 
father  in  law  and  attorney,  comes  into  court,  and  on  Ibe  behalf 
and  in  the  niune  of  said  John  Robin^oo,  Esq.  who  is  now  in  parts 
beyond  sea,  to  wit,  in  the  liingdom  of  Great  Britain,  being 
thereunto  fully  empowered  as  by  his  letters  of  attorney  on  file 
in  the  case  may  appear,  freely  confesses  that  in  the  assault  com- 
mitted by  him,  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq.  on  tiim  the  said 
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James  Otis,  Esq.  in  presnmptaoiisly  attempting  to  take  him,  tlie 
said  James  Otis,  by  the  nose,  was  the  first  assault  which  occa- 
sioned and  brought  on  all  the  consequent  insults,  wounds  and 
other  injuries,  whereof  the  said  James  Otis  in  liis  declaration 
more  particularly  complains.  He  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq. 
was  greatly  in  fault,  is  very  sorry  for  his  conduct  and  behavioor 
that  night  towards  the  said  James  Otis,  and  asks  the  pardon  of 
the  said  James  Otis^ 

Signed,  Ja.  Boutincau,  Attorney^  and 
James  Robinsok,  Esq. 

Done  in  court,  and  ordered  that  this  paper  be  filed  among  the 
records  of  the  court. 

Sam.  Wnmmop,  Clerk. 

Whereupon  the  said  James  Otis,   being  personally  preseDt 
here  in  court,  duly  reflecting  that  he  has  ever  been  as  ready  to 
give,  as  to  ask  or  demand  gentlemanlike  satisfaction  for  an  insult, 
real  or  supposed,  at  the  same  time  being  fully  conscious,  and  as 
he  apprehends  able  abundantly  to  prove,  that  he  then  publicly 
offered  that  kind  of  satisfaction  to  the  said  John  Robinson,  Elsq. 
previously  to  the  said  first  assault,  as  on  the  part  and  in  behalf 
of  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq.  by  his  attorney  James  Bouti- 
neau,  Elsq.  is  above  conferred.   And  the  said  James  Otis,  having 
always  entertained  a  most  consummate  contempt  of  seeking  a 
purse  or  pecuniary  reparation  for  a  personal  insult,  if  any  other 
more  gentlemanlike  could  be  obtained,  by  the  consent  of  his  par^ 
ties,  and  that  consistently  with  the  laws  of  his  country,  accepts 
of  the  above  submission  here  in  court,  in  full  for  the  assaults,  in- 
sults, injuries,  and  damages  above  complained  of  in  the  declara- 
tion of  the  said  James  Otis  and  conferred  as  above.     And  upon 
the  same  submission  so  far  as  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq.  was 
concerned  in  the  assaults,  insults,  and  injuries  above  mentioned 
and  confessed,  as  he  thinks  a  gentleman  and  christian  ought 
in  such  case,  and  on  such  submission,  freely  forgives  the  said 
John  Robinson,  Esq.  and  by  these  presents  remiseth,  releaseth, 
and  acquitteth,  and  discharge th  him  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq. 
from  all  actions,  suits  and  demands,  by  reason  of,  or  occasioned 
by  the  premises,  and  also  all  right  and  cause  of  action  in  the 
declaration  aforesaid 
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Furthennore,  the  eaid  Jamei  Otis,  knowii^  full  and  rlglit  weU 
that  by  the  operation  of  the  law  hereupon,  he  releateth  and 
dischar^eth  the  alleged  and  supposed  confederateH  of  the  aaid 
John  Robinson,  from  all  demaads  supportable  on  the  premises 
by  our  laws,  but  the  said  James  Otis  would  by  no  means  be  un- 
derstood to  give  up  any  other  demands  he  may  hereafter  make 
by  reason  of  the  premises  against  alleged,  or  wipposed  confede- 
rates, [thoutd  he  tvtr  metl  mth  nthtr  of  lAcm  in  a  lUAt  of  nolwrc, 
or  ■without  the  rtaeh  of  munieipal  fom,]  at  the  same  time  the  said 
James  Otis,  of  bb  own  free  will  and  meer  motion,  thinks  fit  to 
give  it  under  his  hand  to  remain  on  record  in  favour  of  the  said 
John  RobinsoD,  Esq.  as  the  said  James  Otis  has  often  priTately 
and  publicly  in  the  bearii^  of  bis  friends  and  others,  and  even 
in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  declared,  as  he  now  does  in  tbb 
honourable  court,  that  he  looks  on  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq. 
to  be  inliDilely  less  to  blame  in  this  (for  both  parties  in  the  suit) 
very  unhappy  affair,  than  those  whom  the  said  James  Otis,  were 
be  inclined  to  give  himself  the  trouble,  thinks  and  is  persuaded 
he  could  fully  prove,  artfully  and  most  iosidiously,  aa  well  ai 
maliciously  incited  the  said  John  Robinson,  Esq.  to  so  very  un- 
worthy an  action. 

Provided,  the  said  John  Robinsoo,  Esq.  by  the  said  James 
Boutineau,  Esq.  his  said  attorney,  pay  the  common  costs  of 
court,  amounting  to  thirteen  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  with  thirty  pounds  each,  for  the  use  of  Samuel  Fitchi 
John  Adams,  Esq.  and  Sampson  Salter  Blowers  counsel,  retain- 
ed lo  the  said  James  Otis  in  the  case,  and  very  diligently  at- 
tending the  business  for  three  years,  also  the  doctor's  bills, 
amounting  to  seven  pounds,  twelve  shillings.  The  sum  of  one 
pound  eight  shilliDgs,  for  taJdng  affadavits  out  of  court,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  the  sam  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds, 
ten  shillings  and  eight  pence,  lawful  money,  but  not  a  farthing 
for  the  use  of  the  said  James  Otis,  he  having  (as  before  observ- 
ed) a  most  thorough  contempt  for  a  pecuniary  recompense  wheo 
a  better  can  be  obtained. 

JAMES  OTIS. 

N.  B.  The  sum  mentioned  above,  as  agreed  upon,  viz.  one 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  eight  pence. 
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was  paid  in  court,  and  it  is  ordered  by  the  court,  that  this  paper 
be  filed  in  the  said  case  among  the  records  of  the  Superior 
Court. 

SAMUEL  WINTHROP,  Clerk. 

The  original  release  hastily  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Otis  himself  in 
court,  may  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
The  words  in  itaUcs,  between  brackets,  "  should  he  ever  meet 
with  either  of  them  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  without  the  reach  of 
municipal  laws,'^  are  perfectly  legible,  though  he  drew  his  pen 
through  them,  as  the  impropriety  of  such  a  reserve  in  a  court 
of  justice,  no  doubt  occurred  as  soon  as  they  were  written. 

I.  page  451. 

Though  no  human  life  was  taken  away  during  such  a  long 
term  of  agitation,  suffering  and  revolution,  yet  there  was  anoth- 
er punishment  that  produced  great  notoriety,  and  a  degree  of 
dread  that  was  rather  increased  by  the  mixture  of  horror  and 
ridicule  it  occasioned.     This  was  the  strange  punishment  of 
tarring  and  featherings  by  which  invention,  an  English  member 
of  parliament,  a  few  years  since  observed,  that  the   Americans 
had  destroyed  Plato^s  definition  of  man;  animal  bipesy  implumis. 
This  outrage  occurred  but  twice  in  Boston.  The  first  time  was  in 
the  case  of  Malcolm,  a  custom  house  oflicer,  and  it  was  univer- 
sally believed  that  it  would  not  then  have  happened,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  his  brutality  and  cowardice,  in  drawing  his  cutlass 
and  wounding  a  boy  severely.     The  following  account  of  this 
affair,  is  taken  from  the  letters  of  Novanglus :  ."Malcolm  was 
such  an   oddity  as  naturally  to  excite  the  curiosity  and  ridicule 
of  the  lowest  class  of  people,  wherever  he  went,  and  had  been 
active  in  battle  against  the  regulators  in  North  Carolina,  who 
were  thought  in  Boston,  to  be  an  injured  people.     A  few  weeks 
before,  he  had  made  a  seizure  at  Kennebec  river,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  Boston,  and  by  some  imprudence  had  excit- 
ed the    wrath  of  the  people  there  in    sucli  a   degree,   that 
they  tarred  and  feathered  him  over  his  clothes.     He    comes 
to  Boston  to  comphdn.     The  news  of  it  was  spread  in  town. 
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It  was  a  cridcal  time,  when  the  passioni  of  th«  people  were 
warm.  Malcolm  attacked  a  lad  in  the  street,  and  cnt  his  head 
with  a  cutlass,  in  return  for  aome  words  from  the  bo;,  which  1. 
suppose  were  irritating.  The  boy  mn  bleeding  through  the 
streets  to  his  relations,  of  whom  he  had  many.  As  he  passed 
the  street,  the  people  inquired  into  the  cause  of  his  wounds, 
and  a  sudden  heat  arose  against  Malcolm,  which  neither  whigs 
nor  tones,  though  both  endeavoured  it,  could  restrain,  and  pro- 
duced the  Injuries  of  which  he  justly  complained.  But  such  a 
coincidence  of  circumstances  might,  at  any  time,  and  in  any 
place,  have  produced  such  an  effect ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  cyU 
dence  of  the  weakness  of  government  Why  he  petitioned  the 
General  Court,  unless  he  was  advised  to  it  by  the  tories,  to  n^ake 
a  noise,  1  know  not  That  court  had  nothii^  to  do  with  it- 
He  might  have  brought  the  action  against  the  trespassers,  but 
never  did.  He  chose  to  go  to  England  and  get  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  which  would  make  his  tarring  the  luckiest  inci- 
dent of  hia  Ufe." 

In  the  violent  ferment  that  was  created  by  the  attempt  to 
force  the  tea  upon  the  country,  threats  that  never  would  have 
been  executed,  were  used  to  Intimidate  those,  who,  for  the  sake  ' 
of  a  paltry  gain,  were  willing  to  render  useless  all  the  sacrifices 
which  had  been  made  by  the  patriotism  of  the  country.  The 
following  Dotice  was  sent  from  Portland,  (then  Falmouth)  to  the 
Boston  Gazette.  "Falmouth,  Casco  Bay,  Feb.  10th,  1774. 
Many  people  being  apprehensive  that  there  will  be  a  difficult 
in  preventing  some  individual  persons  from  selling  tea,  even 
though  thb  town  should  vote  against  it;  we  think  proper 
to  declare  to  you,  that  you  need  not  doubt  of  your  resolutions 
being  carried  into  eiecutlon :  for  we  whose  names  are  here- 
unto subscribed,  will  engage  that  no  person  in  this  town,  great 
Mr  small,  rich  or  poor,  shall  dare  to  counteract  your  designs. 

THOMAS   1 

ABRAHAM    WILOFOWU  _  ■„        j-        ,         ■ 

Commtttte  for  lamng 

CAVID  FLAISTEB,  .   r    .1      ■ 

and  ftathtnitfr. 

OLIVBH   SCARECROW, 
BSHRI  HAHDCART, 
6S 
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It  has  been  observed  that  only  loo  instances  of  this  irrego- 
aiity  ever  happened  in  Boston.  One  by  a  mob,  has  beeo 
already  described  with  its  provocation.  The  other  was  bj 
Colonel  Nesbit,  commanding^  one  of  the  British  regiments.  The 
subject  was  a  conntryman,  who  was  accused  of  attempting  to 
purchase  a  soldier^s  musket ;  though  the  man  declared  that  a 
regular  plot  had  been  laid  to  entrap  him,  and  that  he  was  inno- 
cent of  any  bad  intention.  However,  this  might  be,  the  colonel 
seized  him,  gave  him  a  mock  trial,  then  tarred  and  feathered 
him,  and  carted  him  through  the  streets ;  he  with  a  party  of  his 
men,  all  in  uniform,  and  with  drums  and  fifes,  accompanying  the 
procession  in  open  day.  The  sudden  violence  of  a  mob  was 
completely  eclipsed  by  this  deliberate,  shameless  outrage. 
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e  borrower  musi  return  this  item  on  or  before 
:  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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